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Chapter 9: Discussion of the finds 

WEAPONS AND KNIVES 

by Angela Boyle 

Spearhead 

(Grave 8) 
The single spearhead from the cemetery was found 
at the left shoulder of the young adult male in grave 
8 and was associated with a knife (unclassifiable) 
and a buckle. The spearhead had a leaf-shaped blade 
with a medial ridge and diamond cross- section, and 
an iron rivet in the socket. It can be assigned to 
Swanton's type C 2 (Swanton 1973, 51-55) (Harke 
pers. comm.) and is not chronologically diagnostic 
(Swanton 1973,51; 1974,10). Examples are found in 
contexts from the 5th to the 7th centuries though 
predominantly they are late. The tip of the blade is 
missing and the socket is slightly split. Wood 
remains identified as alder (Cameron, this volume) 
are preserved within the socket and were probably 
part of the wooden shaft which would have been 
secured to the blade by the iron rivet. 

The spearhead lay on the left upper arm with the 
blade pointing upwards away from the feet. The 
most common positions are to the right or left of the 
head. The ratio of right: middle: left at Lechlade was 
12: 2:13 (Harke forthcoming). It is possible that the 
side on which the spear was placed in death 
reflected handedness in life. It is noteworthy that 
the buckle in this grave was found with its tongue 
to the left, that is, for left-handed use. A high 
proportion of spearheads on the left has been 
recorded at Berinsfield (Harke, this volume), 
A b i n g d o n I and Long W i t t e n h a m I (Harke 
forthcoming). It should however be emphasised 
t h a t a l t h o u g h s ta t i s t i ca l ly it is l ikely tha t 
handedness is reflected by the position of the spear 
in the grave, it would be unwise to put too much 
stress on a single example (as here). The position of 
the spearhead within the grave implies that it was 
hafted at the time of burial. 

Knives 

(Graves 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8,11,12,13 and 14) 
There are eleven knives from the Saxon graves. Few 
could be classified with any certainty as all are 
incomplete. The examples from graves 4, 8 and 14 
are too poorly preserved to be classified. One 
example, from grave 1, was probably of Bohner 
type C (straight edge, curved or angled back). 
Examples from graves 2, 5, 7, 11, 12 and 13 were 
possibly of Bohner type A (point in centre line of 
blade) (Harke pers. comm.; Bohner 1958). The 

concave appearance of the blade of 5.2 is likely to be 
due to excessive sharpening (Harke pers. comm.). 

Type C is predominantly late (mostly 7th-8th 
century); type A occurs in predominantly 5th and 
6th century contexts though it is not unknown in the 
early 7th century; for example graves 28 and 52 at 
Berinsfield (Harke, this volume). 

All of the knives were particularly small. This 
can be a feature of female and juvenile graves 
although short knives are also known from male 
graves as here (1 and 8) (Harke 1989,144-148). It is 
therefore interesting that two were associated with 
adult males (1 and 8). The individual in grave 2 
appeared to hold two knives (2.1 and 2.2) in the left 
hand, whereas that in grave 4 held only one (4.2). 
Three knives (8.2, 11.2 and 13.1) were found at the 
left waist in their respective graves; a fourth (14.1) 
was found at the top of the left leg. Two knives (1.2 
and 7.10) were held in the right hand, and one 
example (5.2) lay on the left pelvis. 

The scheme of classification used was that 
published by Bohner (1958). It was felt that little 
w o u l d be ga ined by the use of the deta i led 
classification applied to the Dover material (Evison 
1987, 113) given the poor condition of most of the 
Didcot pieces . The knife t ip is of par t icular 
impor t ance in the app l i ca t ion of the Dover 
classification and few knife points had survived. 
Harke has commented elsewhere (this volume) that 
the Dover system often proves to be too detailed for 
application to small samples. 

PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 

by Angela Boyle 

Gaming pieces 

(Grave 2) 
Two ground and polished horse teeth, 2.10 and 11, 
were found at the feet of an adult female aged 
upwards of 45 years. They were associated with a 
spindle whorl, a padlock and a pair of iron shears. 
This individual was also buried with two knives 
and a number of fragments of copper alloy sheet, 
some of which were decorated. The teeth were 
almost identical in appearance though 2.10 had 
suffered some slight damage to one side. Both have 
one flat surface and one slightly rounded. The 
pieces are not perfectly cylindrical as the natural 
grooves of the tooth are partially retained. 

This class of object is known from a number of 
Anglo-Saxon sites, and several different types occur 
inc lud ing ivory cyl inders and p lano-convex 
counters made of bone or stone, some of which are 
decorated. On counters made from horse molars, 
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Pit or hearth 80 

Fill 80/B/l 

1 Iron nail (sf 61). Complete and in very good condition. 
Rounded cross-section. Flat irregular head. Length 
73.5 mm, diameter of head 12.5 mm. 

Possible settlement features 

Pit 10 

50387.00/91991.00 2.30 x 1.90 x 0.44 m 

This pit had irregular sloping sides and a flattish 
base. Two fills were identified: the upper fill, 
1 0 / A / 1 , was a mid brown very sandy silty clay with 
occasional large gravel and the lower fill, 1 0 / A / 2 
was a light yellow-grey very sandy clay silt with 
25-30% fine gravel. An area of charcoal staining was 
also noted. Pottery was recovered from the fill. 

This feature lay 14 m to the WNW of the centre 
of SFB 38 and 13 m S of the centre of SFB 4. 

Finds 

1 Pottery. Seven sherds 

Gully 68 

50401.00/91984.5 

This feature was a semi-circular gully located 
approximately 0.40 m SW of SFB 38. The profile of 
the ditch proved to be variable: width ranged from 
0.3-0.37 m and the maximum depth was 0.20 m. 
Two fills were identified: 6 8 / A / 1 was a dark brown 
sandy clay loam with sparse gravel content; 6 8 / A / 2 
was a mid brown sandy clay loam with 20% gravel 
identical in form to 6 8 / B / l . This feature was seen 
to cut the Roman ditch 39. A single posthole (65) lay 
within the semi-circle. 

Associated feature 

1 Posthole 65 was circular with gently sloping sides 
and a rounded base which was filled by a mid brown 
sandy clay loam with 10% fine gravel. It measured 0.27 
m in diameter and 0.12 m in depth. (For an alternative 
interpretation of gully 68 and posthole 65 see Grave 
Structures, Chapter 11 below). 
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such as the Didcot pieces, the grinding surface of the 
tooth becomes the base and the root is rounded off 
to form a high domed- or conical-shape (MacGregor 
1985, 133-134). Their regular association with dice 
has led most writers to describe them as gaming 
counters. At Faversham 61 horse tooth counters 
were discovered with a die; it is unclear which grave 
they derived from (Smith 1868 137-43; British 
Museum 1923, 48, Fig. 50; Youngs 1983, 874). In 
grave VI at Sarre a group of approximately 50 
counters lay '...all together as if the contents of a bag 
or pu r se had decayed. . ' near the feet of the 
individual (Brent 1866, 157). They included two 
worked animal tooth counters with examples in 
bone and ivory. There is an unstratified example 
from Cheapside, London in the Museum of London 
(Wheeler 1935,154, Fig. 26.1) and others are known 
from Castle Bytham (Akerman 1855, 26-27, PI. XII) 
and Haslingfield, Cambs (Youngs 1983, 873). 
Meaney (1981, 261) states that this same type of 
counter occurs at Taplow, Buckinghamshire, but 
MacGregor (1985,134) disputes this and claims that 
the 30 Taplow pieces are in fact composite objects 
carved from horse metapodials. 

Although Meaney has suggested divination as 
a possibility, it is generally accepted that these 
objects function as gaming pieces. A pierced 
example buried with a wealthy female at Castle 
Bytham is thought to have served as a pendant 
(Meaney 1981, 261; Youngs 1983, 861). Literary 
sources tell us that the only board game known to 
have been played by the Anglo-Saxons is tafl 
(MacGregor 1985, 134). This game was certainly 
p o p u l a r in Scandinavia by the 9th and 10th 
centuries but it is impossible to claim a similar 
popularity in 7th-century England. Youngs (1983, 
871) argues convincingly that gaming pieces were 
used to play a number of different games and this 
w o u l d be t he s imp le s t e x p l a n a t i o n for the 
considerable var ia t ion in numbers . It is also 
possible that full sets of pieces were not normally 
buried. The only surviving sketch plan of the 
Taplow burial shows the pieces arranged on a 
board or in a box (Stevens 1884, 65). 

Youngs states (1983, 866) that the horse molar 
variant does not appear until the late 6th or early 
7th century at which time there is a noticeable 
geographic spread and increase in numbers of 
gaming pieces in general (Youngs 1983, 861), the 
earliest known site being Haslingfield, Cambs. Both 
Faversham and Sarre incorporate graves dating to 
the 7th century, a date which is in agreement with 
the diagnostic artifacts found at Didcot. 

Work-box 

(Grave 12) 
The richest burial at Didcot was grave 12 which 
contained the extremely decayed skeletal remains 
of a child aged approximately 3-5 years. This 
estimate of age was based entirely on the width and 
surviving length of the fragmentary long bones as 

nothing else had survived. The position of objects 
in the grave in relation to the skeleton is largely 
approximate and has been determined by their 
position relative to the surviving leg bones (see 
Fig. 92). Nonetheless the remains of the probable 
work-box, or casket, quite clearly appear to have 
been positioned between the upper thighs. 

The object survives as six fragments of copper 
alloy with a considerable quantity of associated 
wood (species unidentified). The casket has a 
maximum diameter of 45 mm but its height cannot 
be determined. It is not possible to determine the 
type of lid the Didcot example had. The decoration 
consists of repousse dots in bands of single and 
double rows which appear to encircle the object. It 
is not possible to determine whether or not the 
Didcot casket had any decoration in addition to 
these bands of dots. One copper alloy piece has a 
circular attachment near what appears to be part of 
the rim, and fastened to this is a small portion of 
chain which comprises an S-link and a figure-
of-eight link. 

Hawkes (1973,197) has used the different styles 
of lid found on these objects as a means of 
distinguishing function. She argued that because 
Continental types had lids which could not easily 
be removed and therefore were not functional that 
they were amulet containers. This contrasts with 
English examples which tend to have lids which are 
totally and easily removable and Hawkes (1973, 
197) be l i eves this i nd ica t e s t ha t t hey w e r e 
functional. It is therefore of interest that boxes from 
Burwell graves 42 and 121 and North Leigh have 
broad attachment tabs that would have limited the 
movement of the lid (Dickinson 1976, 232). 

The presence of thread and fragments of cloth in 
a number of examples has led to the assertion that 
they were thread boxes (Hawkes 1973,196-8). It is 
conceivable that they could have held useful 
quantities of thread but certainly not of textiles 
which are only ever represented by small scraps. 
Dickinson (1976, 232) and later Meaney (1981, 
181-189) have tended to emphasise the symbolic 
value of the boxes. Meaney (1981, 184) argues that 
the preserved remains within them — threads, 
textiles, plant remains — are in fact symbolic of the 
woman ' s role in society as healer and textile 
worker. A function as relic containers cannot be 
wholly discounted. Given its association with an 
infant it is possible that the Didcot example was not 
for practical use. 

Generally from their position in graves, such 
objects appear to have been hung from a girdle, but 
it is not unknown for them to occur at the foot of a 
grave (Dickinson 1976, 227) or indeed within a 
wooden box as at Lechlade grave 14 (Boyle et al. 
forthcoming). It is not inconceivable that in this case 
the work-box was suspended from a chain at the 
wa i s t a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y h a d been s l igh t ly 
disturbed. 

Work-boxes occur frequently in the graves of 
7th-century females. Indeed Hawkes (1973,197) has 
described them as one of the leading type fossils of 
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the period. They occur in 7th-century contexts like 
grave 14 Lechlade; Butlers Field, Glos. (Boyle et ah 
f o r t h c o m i n g ) , Burwel l 42 and 121, C a m b s 
(Lethbridge 1931), Kingston 96 and 222, Polhill 43, 
Kent (Hawkes 1973,177, Fig. 51, PL XVIB), Barton 2 
a n d o t h e r s . More i m m e d i a t e pa ra l l e l s in 
geographical terms are Standlake la and North 
Leigh, both Oxfordshire (Dickinson 1976, 223). 
Unfortunately the former is no longer extant and 
the latter is unprovenanced. 

Work-boxes were present in two graves at 
Marina Drive, Dunstable and both were associated 
with children (Matthews 1962). Skeleton E3 aged 
c 7-9 years was buried with a miniature cylindrical 
box or 'locket' on a chain which was decorated by a 
p a t t e r n of p u n c h e d lozenges and t r i ang les . 
Associated objects were a silver wire knot ring, a 
spindle whorl, a bronze disc and a cowrie shell. The 
work-box in grave E2 was described as being full of 
thread and a small roll of material. It had a punched 
decoration and a lid which was attached by a chain. 
Associated objects included amber, amethyst and 
glass beads and a silver wire knot ring. The 
cemetery at Marina Drive does not appear to have 
been in use before at least the end of the 6th century. 
In broad terms, the burials of children appear to 
have been more richly furnished than those of 
adul t s . - , • • 

The cylindrical work-box in Lechlade grave 14 
(Boyle et al. forthcoming) is associated with typical 
7th-century objects including cowrie shells and 
garnet pin suites. A date in the 7th century more 
specifically in the second half of the 7th century is 
likely in the case of Lechlade grave 14. 

Hawkes draws attention to the fact that within 
Kent work-boxes do not occur in any of the rich 
graves with jewelled disc brooches of the late-6th 
and early-7th centuries and indeed where they do 
have dateable associations they appear to be 
appreciably later (Hawkes 1973, 197-198). She has 
a r g u e d (1973, 198) for a p e r i o d of use for 
work-boxes primarily if not exclusively in the 
second half of the 7th century (eg Polhill 43 and 
Kingston 96). Ager (1989, 222) similarly has stated 
that the known examples can be dated mainly if not 
entirely to the second half of the 7th century on the 
basis of known associations.The decoration of some 
examples includes Christian elements. The example 
from Burwell grave 42 has a cross motif in its 
decoration. Hawkes (1973,197; 1982,49) and others 
(Dickinson 1976, 232) have accepted that this is 
indicative of a Christian connection. The North 
Leigh example is similar in overall pattern to the 
Burwell casket. It should be noted that cross motifs 
are not unknown in pagan contexts of the 6th and 
7th centuries in Northern Europe (Ager, 1983, 
101-2) and the example from Burwell may combine 
the cross motif with pagan imagery. Nonetheless, as 
Ager (1989, 222) has stated '...in a number of cases 
it is reasonable to assume that these designs are 
Christian in intent, or at least are a sign of Christian 
influence.' 

Pins 

(Graves 12 and 16) 
The iron pin (12.3) found near the region of the skull 
of the infant in grave 12 is well preserved and 
virtually complete. The pin is complete apart.from 
the point and the stem flattens out and. thickens 
towards the neck and has a perforated and flattened 
squarish head. It may have originally fastened a 
cloak or a shroud. It does not seem to be of a 
distinctive type. 

The three copper alloy pins (16.2) in grave 16 
were found overlying the right shoulder of an 
unsexed adult individual, a position which suggests 
that they may have fastened an item of clothing. All 
were incomplete and measure approximately 37,40 
and 47 mm in length. The latter measurement 
incorporates corrosion products which are present 
at one end. The pins probably formed a suite; the 
most complete pin has a rounded head which is 
flattened and perforated and has a fragment of 
chain consisting of a single figure-of-eight link 
attached. The stem of this pin has been weakened 
by corrosion immediately below the head and it is 
bent at an angle of 45°. The second pin is not 
sufficiently well p r e se rved to a l low for the 
definition of the type of head. A central groove is 
apparent either side of the stem. The tip of this pin 
is o b s c u r e d by co r ros ion . The t h i r d p in is 
represented only by an incomplete stem. All three 
pins are extremely fine and it is difficult to believe 
that they could have fastened a cloak or similar 
garment. If the burial were that of a female, then it 
might be suggested that the pins fastened a veil or 
other item of head covering. 

Tiny round headed pins, often linked in pairs by 
a chain, are characteristic of the 7th century 
(Dickinson 1976,196) and the group of three copper 
alloy pins from grave 16 may be examples of this 
type. They are often silver though examples in 
copper alloy are not uncommon. Two round-
headed pins of copper alloy are known from 
Standlake I, grave 19 and date to the early 7th 
century. Two pairs of linked silver pins were 
represented at Long Wittenham II, graves 3 and 7. 
Although only one pin with an attached length of 
chain was present in grave 7 we might assume the 
presence of another (Dickinson 1976,175). 

BEADS 

by Angela Boyle 

A total of 14 beads were recovered from three 
different graves. They were associated with an 
adult woman (grave 11), an unsexed adolescent 
(grave 7) and an infant (grave 12). 
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Bone bead 

(Grave 11) 
One bone bead (11.4) lay on the right pelvic bone 
of a young woman in grave 11. It was closely 
associated with a bead of organic material (11.3) 
and probable chatelaine fragments (11.5). The 
grave also contained a knife (11.2) and fragments 
of a silver ring (11.1). The bead appears to have 
been made from an unidentified long bone shaft 
fragment. For this reason no real attempt has been 
made to classify it typologically though it looks 
like a simple cylinder. This is in keeping with most 
other known examples (Dickinson 1976, 207). The 
function of this bead is unclear and it may have been 
a chatelaine component or possibly a belt toggle 
(Meaney 1981, 145). Comparable bone beads are 
known from a number of sites, eg Abingdon I, B53, 
Brighthampton 17, Dorchester VI, 64, 118, Long 
Wittenham I, 111 and Wheatley 27 (Dickinson 
1976, 207). 

Mineral replaced organic bead 
with lead coating 

(Grave 11) 
This bead (11.3) was found in close association with 
the bone bead discussed above. It is a large disc 
bead with straight sides and appears well made. 
The bead appears to be lead coated. There is slight 
damage to one side which exposes the structure of 
the interior and indicates that the original material 
was organic. This subsequently decayed and was 
replaced by mineral products. 

Monochrome glass beads 

Short cylinder rounded beads 

(Grave 7) 
Beads of this type come exclusively from grave 7 
and appear to have been worn around the neck of 
an adolescent aged 14.5-15.5. They were probably 
on a continuous string as there appears to have been 
no other means of suspension, such as pins or rings. 
All four beads are short cylinders with rounded 
sides (Dover B19) (Evison 1987, 58, Fig. 11). Beads 
7.4 and 7.5 are made of an opaque yellow glass, and 
beads 7.2 and 3 of a greenish-blue coloured glass, 
one opaque and one translucent. 

Biconical bead 

(Grave 12) 
Bead 12.1 is made of a bright yellow opaque glass 
and associated with a fragment of a silver wire 
ring. Bead 12.2 is of rust-red opaque glass. Both 
are biconical beads of Dover B53 type (Evison 
1987, 58, Fig. 11). 

Barrel bead 

(Grave 7) 
This bead is of barrel form (Dover BIO) (Evison 
1987, 58, Fig. 11) and made of a translucent blue 
glass with a hint of green. 

Discussion 

Biconical and barrel shaped monochrome beads 
were associated with three individuals at Didcot (7, 
11 and 12). Local examples are known at Standlake 
(Dickinson 1973, 251-254) and Long Wittenham II, 
grave 3 which is dated to the later 7th century 
(Dickinson 1976, 175). Further afield, they were 
present in grave 5 at Winnall (Meaney and Hawkes 
1970,10). Two were pale green, a third was yellow 
brown and the remaining example was a deep 
turquoise. They were associated with a cloissone 
bronze pendant set with garnets and in the opinion 
of the excavators were 'perfectly in accordance with 
the other objects in suggesting a 7th century date for 
(this) grave' (Meaney and Hawkes 1970,42). 

The colours and shapes of all the monochrome 
beads described above are found in a number of 
7th-century contexts. At Dover, rust-red was a 
popular colour but it did not appear before phase 3 
(AD 575-625) and continued through phases 4, 5 
and 6, with 5 examples in phase 7 (AD 700-750). By 
far the most popular colour at Dover was bright 
yellow with 308 examples. Both yellow bicones and 
short-cylinders were recorded, the latter form from 
phase 7 whi le the main concentrat ion of the 
biconical beads seems to have been in phase 3. It 
should be stressed, however, that all of these types 
can also readily be found in 6th century contexts 
and they s h o u l d n o t there fore by seen as 
diagnostically 7th century. 

At Dover , g raves wh ich con ta ined only 
monochrome glass beads were confined almost 
exclusively to plot H, phase 7 (Evison 1987,63). Only 
grave 157 at Dover contained rings and beads which 
appear to have been worn in the typical 7th-century 
manner as evidenced at Chamberlains Barn (Hyslop 
1963,173, Fig. 8-9). Silver wire knot-rings were being 
used in conjunction with necklaces by c AD 600, 
although some occurred in grave 50 years later than 
this (Evison 1987, 65). The style of necklace 
evidenced by the objects around the neck of the 
individual in grave 7 compares well with examples 
from Marina Drive (Matthews 1962, 36, Fig. 3) and 
Chamberlains Barn (Hyslop 1963,179). 

The typical 5th- and 6th-century materials and 
bead types such as amber, drawn glass cylinders, 
blue annulars and metal-in-glass globulars were not 
seen at Didcot. 
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Polychrome glass beads 

Biconical beads 

(Graves 7 and 12) 
Bead 7.6 is a greenish blue bicone decorated with a 
rust-red spiral which does not cross. Bead 12.5 is a 
very large light green translucent bicone with a 
series of incised waves around its circumference. 
Presumably these were originally inlaid with glass 
of another colour which appears to have decayed 
completely. A very similar example is known from 
Fairford (Wylie 1852, PI. IV; Meaney 1981, 200). 

Bead with combed decoration 

(Grave 12) 
This bead is a straight-sided short cylinder. The 
body of the bead is in opaque rust red glass with a 
combed decoration of yellow and white. A similar 
example from Dover grave 76.1b (type D13) is dark 
grey with yellow trails, combed white. This bead is 
unique at Dover and has been dated to phase 7. 
Evison cites a parallel from Lavoye grave 21 (Joffroy 
1974, Fig. 51, pi. 2). 

Disc with spiral decoration 

(Grave 12) 
This bead is an opaque pale green disc with a dark 
green spiral running around the body. Similar types 
are known from a number of other sites including 
Dover grave 59.3g, and the 5th-century Holywell 
Row graves 39 and 47 (Lethbridge 1931, 21, Fig. 10, 
A, 5; 25, Fig. 11 Fl). Evison concluded (1987,63) that 
th is t ype of b e a d seems to have occur red 
throughout the pagan period. 

Horned bead 

(Grave 12) 
This bead has an almost pentagon-shaped rust-red 
opaque body with five protruding white 'horns', 
three of which have blue dots on their tips; all five 
horns probably originally appeared thus. This type 
is common on the Continent up to and during the 
Frankish period and, although widely found in 
both time and space, they are rare in Britain (Guido 
1978, 61). Parallels can be drawn from Schretzheim 
where they belong to Koch's group 14-15 — 'mit 
Ringen und Schichtaugen' and group 24 :— 'mit 
W a r z e n ' all of which occur in Sttife IV (AD 
5 9 0 / 6 0 0 - 6 2 0 / 6 3 0 ) and Sttife V (AD 6 2 0 / 
630-650/660) (Koch 1977, Farbtafel 2). The type is 
rare in Britain though some examples from Iron 
Age and R o m a n contex ts exist . The mos t 
appropriate parallel so far identified comes from 
Syston Park, Lines (Akerman 1855, 41, PI. 21; 
Meaney 1964, 164). This example is greyish in 

colour with red rings around four yellow horns 
(four are visible on the illustration though there 
may be more). The other most appropriate parallel 
derives from Kent (VCH for Kent vol. 1, PL ii, 12). It 
is reddish-brown in colour with white rings around 
five green horns . An example from Fairford 
(Akerman 1855, PL IV.11) has at least four horns. 
However, both the shape of the body of this bead 
and the decoration are rather different. None of the 
examples mentioned has any datable associations. 
The w i d e d i s t r i b u t i o n of th is b e a d t y p e is 
noteworthy given the small number of examples. 

Discussion 

Although a general preference for monochrome 
beads is apparent in the 7th century, the occasional 
polychrome example does occur albeit rarely. The 
presence of both types in close association at Didcot 
is of interest because it appears to demonstrate their 
date range overlaps. The presence in grave 12 of the 
work-box which is most likely to date to the second 
half of the 7th century pushes the dating of the 
decorated beads into a similar time span, unless the 
examples from Didcot were heirlooms. 

OTHER JEWELLERY 

by Angela Boyle 

Silver pendant 

(Grave 7) 
A decorated silver object, possibly a pendant, was 
recovered from grave 7. This grave contained the 
remains of an unsexed adolescent of 14.5 to 15.5 
years. The pendant was associated with five beads 
and a silver Roman coin. Two of the beads lay below 
the jaw and the other objects were found below the 
skull. It therefore seems likely that the pendant, coin 
and beads were all incorporated in a necklace. 

Although now fragmented the object originally 
would have consisted of two halves. One of these 
has survived almost intact and measures 22 mm in 
height and 10 mm in width. Sufficient of the other 
half had survived to indicate that the two pieces 
fitted together and were similar if not identical in 
form. The more complete half is concave on its inner 
face and when the two halves were joined there 
would have been a gap between them of perhaps 
3-4 mm. Decoration is quite clear on the largest 
piece, and comprises two groups of four incised 
lines covering the middle third of the object. Each 
half was oval in shape with one end flattened and 
the other pointed; the latter perhaps for attachment. 

The term pendant has been adopted merely as a 
means of distinguishing a possible function for the 
object. It is in no way similar to those classes of 
pendants and bracteates which are common in late 
6th- and early 7fh-century English contexts, and in 
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particular Kentish coin dated graves. The copper 
alloy and silver amulet capsules which occur in 
graves on the Continent show, some similarities. It 
is certainly possible to see the Didcot 'pendant' 
i ncorpora t ing some form of h inged opening 
mechanism not unlike Scandinavian and Frankish 
types which often contained plant remains and 
aromatic substances. The hinged mechanism may 
be represented in part by the pointed protruding 
end. Examples from Frei-Weinheim and Wahlheim, 
Alzey (Meaney 1981, 183, Fig. V.ll 6, 7) are rather 
bigger than that from Didcot. Perhaps the most 
impor tan t dist inct ion is that the Cont inental 
'amulet-capsules' are found at the side of the waist 
either hung from a belt or within a bag, and not near 
the head or neck. 

A b r o k e n s i lver ' bu l l a ' p e n d a n t from 
Chamberlains Barn II grave 32 measures 11.5 mm in 
length and comprises two identical halves. This has 
a much more rounded appearance than the Didcot 
example (Hyslop 1963,179, Fig. 12) and a break on 
one half exposes its hollow middle. It has a small 
rectangular projection at one end which probably 
served as a means of suspension. Like the Didcot 
example it is associated wi th a small mixed 
collection of beads at least two of which are broken. 

A similar object was recovered from Norton 
grave 11 (Sherlock and Welch 1992, 128, Fig. 35, 
object no. 12). It was found with the skeleton of an 
adolescent aged 12 to 18 years who was believed to 
be female on the basis of the associated grave goods; 
these include a cowrie shell, a bone spindle whorl, 
a bone comb, a key set, a knife, a buckle, an annular 
brooch, silver wire and a copper-alloy mount. The 
object lay on the left side of the skull with the silver 
wire and the cowrie shell. It is described as a 
'...silver bead amulet in two pieces decorated on the 
outside with an incised herring bone design set in 
framed compartments. Length 23 mm' (Sherlock 
and Welch 1992,128). A close parallel for the form 
and decoration of the Norton example is known 
from West Heslerton grave 1B17 (unpublished). It 
was associated with a pair of iron tweezers, four 
blue glass beads, a piece of cutlet, a fragmentary 
bangle and a fragment of iron. 

The most appropriate parallels for the Didcot 
'pendant ' or 'hollow bead' have been recovered 
from 7th-century Kentish cemeteries such as 
Sibertswold and Kingston. An example with near 
identical decoration was recovered from grave 31 at 
Sibertswold (Faussett 1856,108, PL 11.6). Although 
others were recovered (Sibertswold 241, a further 
two from Kingston) they were described as 'a very 
uncommon occurrence' (Roach-Smith in Faussett 
1856,108, Footnote 1). 

We must therefore conclude that this object was 
probably a pendant or locket of a slightly unusual 
type which was broadly contemporary with the 
more common bullae pendants and bracteates. It 
may have contained some substance which could 
have been amuletic in nature. 

Finger ring 

(Grave 4) 
An incomplete copper alloy finger ring was found 
in grave 4 which contained an adult, possibly 
female skeleton. Approximately one third of the 
ring was missing. It had a slightly expanded bezel 
decorated with three extant double concentric circle 
motifs; one is cut through by the break. The two 
complete motifs are separated by two parallel 
incised lines. Beyond the outermost complete motif 
is a series of ?seven parallel incised lines. It is likely 
that there was more decoration and that these seven 
lines were mirrored on the missing portion of the 
ring. 

The ring was found lying next to the lower right 
arm, rather than on the hand. A knife blade located 
immediately to the left of the ring appeared to have 
been held in the left hand which crossed the right 
arm at the elbow. There are finger bones present but 
no indication that the ring was worn on a finger, nor 
that it had been subsequently disturbed. If the ring 
was found in its original position it is unlikely that 
it was worn on a necklace. The wearing of closed 
band rings on necklaces is a fashion which appears 
to have been characteristic of Final Phase burials 
(Fisher 1979, 2). The ring can be described as an 
expanded bezel type following Fisher's (1979, 2) 
classification. Examples are known from both 
Roman and Anglo-Saxon contexts (Fisher, 1979, 
52-60). 

MISCELLANEOUS SILVER RINGS 

by Angela Boyle 

(Graves 11,12 and 16) 
Silver rings were recovered from graves 11,12 and 
16, which contained a young adult female, an infant 
and an adult of unknown sex respectively. The rings 
in graves 11 and 16 were incomplete; the latter was 
below the skull and the former lay at the right 
shoulder. The ring in grave 12 was complete and 
was found within the soil block which was thought 
to represent the decayed skull. 

Ring 11.1 is incomplete and the two surviving 
fragments do not join. Five incised lines are visible. 
The ring 12.1 was decorated on one face by incised 
dots at approximately 4 mm intervals. At one point 
the r ing th ickens and there are two square 
protrusions or lugs. Ring 16.1 is decorated by two 
groups of incised lines. 

There was considerable variation in grave goods 
associated wi th these r ings. The rings found 
adjacent to skulls may have served as some sort of 
hair tie or ornament. The function of the ring found 
at the shoulder (11.1) is uncertain. Where rings are 
generally adjacent to the waist and associated with 
other miscellaneous objects it is assumed that these 
groups would have been contained within purses 
or bags. 
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BARREL PADLOCK 

by Angela Boyle 

(Grave 2) 
An iron barb-spring padlock was found lying over 
the feet of the ageing adult female in grave 2. It was 
associated with a pair of iron shears, two gaming 
pieces, a shale spindle whorl, two knife blades and 
a series of copper alloy strips. Part of the U-shaped 
bolt or hasp also survives. 

A number of parallels are known from Kentish 
cemeteries and these include Sibertswold graves 
24 and 151 (Faussett 1856, 106, 124-125, PI. 10) 
Chartham grave 44 (Faussett 1856,167, PL 10) and 
Kingston Down 299 (Faussett 1856, 93, PL 10.9). 
Faussett misidentified these objects as 'a kind of 
whistle ' though Roach-Smith (Faussett 1856, 106, 
Footnote 1) stated 'Having been in every instance 
found with the debris of boxes, it is most probable 
that they were locks, of a simple construction not 
unlike some in use in the present day'. 

Comparab l e objects are also known from 
Anglo-Scandinavian and Late Saxon contexts 
(MacGregor 1982, 82, Fig 42. 436; Ottaway 1993, 
664-665, Fig 284). The means by which these 
objects functioned are well described by Ottaway 
(1993, 666): 'When locked, the U-shaped bolt was 
held in place by the leaf springs attached to the 
base of one arm which pressed outwards against 
the end of the case. The other, or free, arm sat in 
the tube attached to one side of the chamber. In 
order to open the lock a key, in this instance with 
its but t at an angle to the stem, was inserted 
through the key hole at one end of the case and 
the butt slid over the leaf springs, causing them to 
lie flat against the spine. The bolt could then be 
withdrawn-through the bolt hole.' 

CHATELAINES AND 
GIRDLE-HUNG OBJECTS 

by Angela Boyle 

(Graves 5,11 and 12) 
The p i eces w h i c h m a y be d e r i v e d f rom 
chatelaines are all very fragmentary. A group of 
possible keys or latchlifters (5.1) lay on the pelvis 
of the adult female in grave 5. The 12 fragments 
in grave 11, associated with the young adult , 
possibly female, lay on top of the right pelvis. The 
position near the waist is that which would be 
e x p e c t e d of a c h a t e l a i n e . By c o n t r a s t , t h e 
fragments with the infant in grave 12, were found 
lying across the torso. They include fragments of 
chain with alternate figure-of-eight loops in iron 
and copper alloy. Other objects included a piece 
which looks a little like a nail and a length of iron 
which appears to have a suspension loop with a 
small part of a ring attached. If they are chatelaine 
components their position on the chest is unusual, 

but is paralleled at Standlake, Oxon. in grave 3 
(= grave 24), where a compact group of objects 
includingrodsandfigure-of-eightlinkswaslocated 
underneath the left side of the chest of a young 
female aged between 16 and 17 years (Dickinson 
1973,245,Fig.5).Dickinsonrecognisesthedifficulty 
i n h e r e n t in e x p l a i n i n g the p o s i t i o n of the 
'chatelaine' and she suggests on balance that the 
objects were within a purse or bag (1973, 254). A 
cha te la ine complex from Standlake g rave 8 
included a number of pieces of glass and possibly 
iron oddments which must have been in a bag 
attached to the chatelaine (Dickinson 1973, 254). 
Chatelaines with long chains composed of metal 
rings or chain links are thought to b e confined to the 
7thcentury (Dickinson 1973,255; 1976,230). Keys at 
Dover were 'in fashion from the beginning to the 
end of the time that the cemetery was in use, 
AD 475-750 AD (Evison 1987,117). 

WEAVING EQUIPMENT 

by Angela Boyle 

Spindle whorl 

(Grave 2) 
A shale spindle whorl lay next to the right ankle of 
the ageing adult female in grave 2. It was closely 
associated with one of a pair of gaming pieces. The 
grave also contained an iron padlock, a pair of 
shears, two knives and several decorated fragments 
of copper-alloy sheet. The spindle whorl was 
biconical in shape with a central perforation. It has 
an even surface, appears to have been well made 
and shows few signs of wear. The only sign of 
damage is a crack on one surface. The weight of the 
spindle whorl is 10 g. 

Weaving pick 

(Sunken Featured Building 38) 

A bone weaving pick was found within the fill of 
sunken featured building 38. It was associated with 
a copper alloy clip and an iron object that may have 
served as a hinge. The weaving pick tapers to a 
narrow point at each end. It is round in cross-section 
with one face flattened or slightly concave. There 
are faint traces of what appears to be the incised 
outline of a circle located approximately 8 mm from 
the end. 

Weaving picks are common in both burial and 
settlement contexts, for example in houses at Sutton 
Courtenay, Oxon (formerly Berks) (Leeds 1923, 
182-3, PL XXVII, Fig. 2) and West Stow, Sussex 
(West 1985,140). 
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Shears 

(Grave 2) 
A pair of iron shears was associated with the adult 
female in grave 2. Shears regularly occur in 
7th-century contexts, for example in grave 76, at 
Shudy Camps , Cambs. (Lethbridge 1936). At 
Burwell, Cambs. in grave 42 they were associated 
with a copper alloy work-box (Lethbridge 1931, 
55, Fig. 27). At Lechlade, Butler's Field grave 14, 
Glos. (Boyle et al. forthcoming) a wooden box 
contained a pair of shears, a cowrie shell and a 
bronze work-box. Evison (1987, 113) suggested 
tha t the shears in grave 110 at Dover were 
symbolic of a midwifery function. They lay with 
a knife between the hands at the base of the pelvis 
of a heav i ly p r e g n a n t w o m a n . The r egu la r 
association of shears with bronze work-boxes 
may not be fortuitous and possibly both classes of 
object were symbolic of the role of women in 
society (Meaney 1981; and see the discussion on 
work-boxes above). 

COINS 

by Angela Boyle 

(Identification and additional comments 
by Dr. Cathy King) 

(Grave 7) 
Two Roman coins were found in association with 
the unsexed adolescent in grave 7. A copper-alloy 
coin (7.1) was located at the edge of the grave cut, 
above and to the left of the right shoulder, and a 
silver coin (7.2) was found below the skull. Both 
coins had been pierced. From its position below 
the skull it is probable that the silver coin formed 
part of a necklace which also comprised a silver 
' locket ' or amulet (G7.7) and six glass beads 
(G7.2-6, G7.9). 

The c o p p e r a l loy co in was an i s sue of 
Constantine and dated to the mid-4th century 
(AD 348-360). The silver coin was issued in the 
3rd century (AD 260-268). 

R o m a n co in s a re f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d in 
Anglo-Saxon graves. Indeed Dickinson described 
them as the most common metal pendants on 
necklaces (1976, 213). Coins also occur in grave 
fills and deposition may or may not be deliberate. 

White (1988, 98-101) analyzed a sample of 455 
coins from Saxon burial contexts and compared 
them with a standard Romano-British settlement 
assemblage from Gadebridge Park. His results 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t w h i l e t h e r e w e r e few 
unidentifiable coins at Gadebridge Park, there 
were many more among the cemetery group. This 
suggests that the cemetery coins were picked, not 
on the basis of quality but simply because they 
were coins (White 1988, 98). A number of coins 
found have been worn smooth, and in other cases 
the piercing has taken no account of the position 

of the head on the coin when suspended. These 
points serve to emphasise the talismanic value of 
the coins (White 1988, 99). White re i te ra ted 
Dickinson's (1976, 213) claim that where coins 
occurred in the upper part of the body they were 
frequently pierced and associated with beads. One 
can assume therefore that they were strung oh 
necklaceseitherasamuletsorpurelyfordecoration. 

BELT FITTINGS 

by Angela Boyle 

Buckles 

(Graves 8 and 12) 
A buckle was recovered from grave 8 which was the 
burial of a young adult male. It is a bronze D-shaped 
buckle with a folded rectangular plate fastened by 
two rivets, and has an iron tongue. The associated 
grave goods were a spearhead (type Swanton C2) 
(Swanton 1973, 51-55) and an unclassifiable knife 
b lade . This is a common buckle type and as 
Dickinson states Tittle can profitably be said of 
these...' (Dickinson 1976, 244). Similar examples 
were present at Dover in graves 52,144 (decorated 
plate) and 158 (Evison 1987, figs. 28.2, 59.4, 62.4). 
Many others differ only in the number of rivets used 
to attach the plate. The Didcot buckle is rather.small 
and this may relate to the likely youthful age of this 
male individual. Examples are known from Winnall 
II, grave 2 (Meaney and Hawkes 1970,180, Fig. 13.1) 
and Polhill grave 68 (Hawkes 1973, 180, Fig. 51, 
193-194), both of which probably date to the ?mid 
7th century when the wearing of narrow belts 
appears to have come into vogue. Further examples 
derive from graves 95 and 106 at Polhill which have 
been dated to c. AD 700 indicating that the type 
lasted into the early 8th century. 

A second possible buckle lay just below the waist 
of the infant in grave 12. It consists of an iron ring 
and a looped iron attachment. Its identification as a 
buckle is not certain, and it is perhaps more likely 
to have functioned as some other form of fitting. It 
may have served to attach the suspension chain of 
the work-box which was found at the top of the 
thigh to a waist belt. 

MISCELLANEOUS FITTINGS 

by Angela Boyle 

(Graves 2, 4 and 7) 
Fragments of bronze sheet were present in graves 2 
and 4, and silver sheet in grave 7. Eleven fragments 
of beaten copper alloy derived from grave 2, the 
burial of an ageing adult female. 2.3 and 2.4 were 
found at the neck of the right femur, 2.5 overlay the 
right femur at midshaft, and 2.6 and 2.7 lay to the 
left of the r ight tibia immediately below the 
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knee-cap. In grave 4, two fragments of copper alloy 
sheet (4.3) lay outside the lower left fibula of a 
probable adult female. One had a copper-alloy rivet 
in situ and the other may have had a rivet hole. Two 
fragments of silver strip (7.11) came from grave 7. 
Unfortunately their precise location within the 
grave is unknown. The larger piece was decorated 
by a punched line on one edge and had a series of 
incised diagonal lines running through it. The 
purpose of these fragments cannot be ascertained 
given their small size and the lack of precise 
contextual information. 

ANGLO-SAXON POTTERY 

by Paul Booth 

Fabric 

The pottery (44 sherds, 640 g) was all in a single 
grass-tempered fabric, with minor variations. It was 
generally quite hard and dark grey-brown to black 
(eg c 5YR 2.5/1-3/3 , 7.5YR 3/2). Occasional sherds 
had oxidised external surfaces (c 7.5YR 5/6), but the 
core was always black. . 

The p r inc ipa l inclusions were common to 
abundant organic fragments, which in most cases 
left characteristic elongated voids on the surface of 
the sherds, moderate rounded quartz sand up to c 
0.5 mm, and moderate very fine mica. Sparse 
inclusions were larger rounded to angular quartz 
grains (generally up to 1 mm but occasionally up to 
c 4 mm), angular flint (up to 3 mm), occasional 
rounded clay pellets and lumps of ironstone (up to 
7 mm). 

The proportions of the major inclusion types 
varied occasionally. In a few sherds, sand was more 
common than organic fragments, but it is doubtful 
if these variat ions were significant. The less 
common inclusions were not evident in all sherds. 
It is possible that the presence of flint may be an 
indicator of a distinct fabric, but if so it is a fabric 
which is in all other respects the same as the rest of 
the material. Other variations in fabric are probably 
the result of differing care exercised in clay 
preparation and the relative size or wall thickness 
of the individual vessels. 

Vessel types 

Three different vessels were represented by rim 
sherds, two of which (nos 1 and 2) were small. The 
total number of vessels represented could not be 
determined. The most unusual piece was a pedestal 
base (no 4) with a transverse perforation made 
before firing. No further sherds could be attributed 
to this vessel with confidence. An additional body 
sherd from the same context (4/1) also had a hole 
made before firing (9-11 mm across), but was 
probably from a different vessel. 

Catalogue of illustrated sherds (Fig. 88) 

1 Grave 1. Sherd residual in lower fill 6 / - /2 
Fabric as above, irregularly fired with 
orange-brown patches on external surface. 
Fragmentary, simple everted rim. 

2 4 / 1 . SFB fill. Dark grey-black fabric as above. 
Fragmentary rim with slightly expanded tip. 

3 4 / 1 . SFB fill. Dark grey-black fabric as above, 
surfaces smoothed. Shoulder of jar with simple 
everted rim. 

4 4 / 1 . SFB fill. Fabric as above, irregularly fired, 
with some dark red-brown patches on external 
and internal surfaces. Small pedestal base from 
a vessel of uncertain form, with transverse 
perforation through the pedestal, made before 
firing. The function of the perforation is 
uncertain but was perhaps for suspension. 

Context 

A significant proportion of the pottery (19 sherds, 
380 g) was from SFB 4 and a further 11 sherds (164 g) 
were from SFB 38 and associated post hole 58. Seven 
sherds were from graves 1 and 11 and the remaining 
sherds were from pits 5 and 10. The number of 
features producing the pottery was therefore small, 
and the absence of Anglo-Saxon sherds from the 
upper fills of the ditches adjacent to the SFBs is 
somewhat surprising (cf. Miles 1986, 18), though 
probably to be explained by the limited extent of the 
excavation undertaken on these features. 
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Date 

The date of such a small group is difficult to assess, 
but there are two factors which can be used as 
guides. Firstly, the absence of sand tempered fabrics 
argues against a very early date in the Saxon period. 
Such fabrics were common in the area in the 5th 
century, for instance at the Abingdon cemetery, 
where many typologically early vessels were in 
sand-tempered fabrics (Avery and Brown 1973,80). 
Only one of the pots was specifically described as 
being in a 's t raw-tempered' fabric (Leeds and 
Harden 1936,14), despite the fact that the date range 
for the cremations extends into the 6th century (cf. 
Hawkes 1986, 101). The overall date range of 
grass-tempered fabrics is quite wide. It has been 
suggested that they may not have been in use in this 
area before the 6th century (Avery and Brown 1973, 
81), bu t Berisford (1972, 58) t hough t tha t at 
Shakenoak the first appearance of grass-tempered 
pottery might have been before the end of the 5th 
century, and that such pottery was 'predominant on 
sites of the late 5th century and after'. At Barton 
Court Farm, Abingdon, the Saxon assemblage 
consisted principally of quartz-tempered fabrics, 
grass-tempered material comprising 20% of the 
g r o u p (Miles 1986, Microfiche 7 F3). The 
implications of this for the dating of the group were 
considered, but the evidence was not sufficiently 
clear cut to allow certainty. Nonetheless, a 5th- to 

early 6th-century context seemed most likely (Miles 
1986, microfiche 7 F4-5). 

The second piece of evidence for the date of the 
Didcot assemblage is the pedestal base sherd 
(catalogue no 4). These forms are often of early date 
but can still be found in the 6th century (cf Myres 
1977, 34-36). The occurrence of this type in a grass 
tempered fabric, might, however; suggest that this 
vessel is early in the period of production of these 
fabrics. While this piece does not necessarily date 
the entire group, the homogeneity of the latter 
suggests a relatively restricted date range. 

This homogeneity contrasts with sites such as 
Sutton Cour tenay (Leeds 1923, 178-179) and 
Barrow Hills, Radley where a much wider range of 
fabrics, including non-local ones, was used in the 
period from the 5th to 7th centuries (Vince 1989, 
165-168). The Didcot assemblage is likely to fall 
within the 6th century rather than later, though on 
the basis of the pedestal form there is a possibility 
that the commencement date of the group could be 
a little earlier. 
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Table 40 Summary of osteological details 

^ 

Grave no. Age Sex Condition Stature Non-metrics Dental pathology Pathology Comments 

W 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7, 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

adult m 

adult ageing f 

adult m? 

adult ageing? f? 

adult f 

6-8 y -

14.5-15.5 y -

17725 y m 

9-11 y -

adult, young 7 

adult f? 

c3-5 y -

adult ? 

adult ? 

17-25 y ? 

adult ? 

adult ? 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

fair 

poor 

poor 

fair 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

poor 

button osteoma 

abscess, caries cribra orbitalia, vertebral degeneration 

vertebral degeneration 

1.54m 

lambdoid wormians, atlas 
posterior bridge 

gross calculus 

calcified rib cartilage 

cribra orbitalia 
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