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Chapter 8: The catalogue of graves 
and settlement features 

By Angela Boyle 

SUMMARY 

The excavations uncovered 16, probably 17, graves 
w i t h 17 i n d i v i d u a l s . Grave 17 cons i s ted of 
disarticulated bones from an adult of indeterminate 
gender; the grave cut was not defined. It is not 
possible to establish with certainty the proportion 
of the cemetery investigated. The orientation of the 
graves appears quite random, but more graves are 
oriented with heads towards the south and the west 
than towards the north and the east. The 17 
individuals recovered are made up of 13 adults or 
young adults, of which 4 are female, or possibly 
female, and 3 are male, or possibly male. For the 
remaining 6 adults sex could not be determined. 
Four burials were of subadults between 3 and 15 
years old. 

Detailed discussion of the cemetery, its burial 
rite and organisation can be found in chapter 11. 

Catalogued at the end of the chapter are the 
Saxon features other than graves. 

INTRODUCTION 

The original numbers given to these contexts during 
excavation did not form a continuous sequence and 
a new sequence of numbers has been assigned to the 
graves (see Appendix 1: grave concordance). The 
first line of each entry consists of a grid reference 
represented by a number; followed by the grave 
orientation where it could be established, with the 
position of the head given first; and finally the grave 
dimensions. The shape and preservation of the 
grave is then given, followed by a description of the 
skeleton. The next paragraph describes the location 
of the finds, after which the skeletal data is 
presented, followed by the finds inventory. 

The catalogue entry for each individual skeleton 
gives details of condition: good where most bones 
were complete or could be reconstructed with ease; 
fair where bones were rather more fragmented but 
generally reconstructible; poor where bones could 
not be reconstructed. Condition refers to the state of 
those bones present regardless of how incomplete 
the skeleton might be. Information on completeness 
of individual skeletons is also provided. Age and 
sex a s se s smen t s are b a s e d on s t a n d a r d 
recommendat ions (Workshop 1980, 517-549). 
Stature calculations were based on the formula of 
Trot ter and Gleser (1952, 1958) r ep r in ted in 
Brothwell (1981, 101). Due to the predominantly 
poor preservation and small size of the assemblage 

metric analysis was not attempted. An attempt was 
made to record the presence or absence of the 
standard range of cranial traits (Berry and Berry 
1967) and pos t c ran ia l d i s c o n t i n u o u s t ra i t s 
(Finnegan 1978). However this was rarely possible 
because of poor preservation. Notable pathology 
and the condition of the dentition are also included. 
Grading of vertebral degeneration was based on the 
work of Sager (reprinted in Brothwell 1981, 150). 
The condit ion k n o w n as cribra orbitalia was 
graded according to the system published by 
Stuart-MacAdam (1991). Conventions for the 
recording of the dentition (based on Brothwell 1981, 
53) are as follows:— 

Permanent dentition 

maxilla ' 
right8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 left 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
mandible 

Deciduous dentition 

E D C B A A B O D E 
E D G B A A B C D E 

unerupted U erupting 0 

ante mortem loss AM post mortem PM 

caries C abscess A 

attrition W calculus K 

not developed ND pulp exposure E 

tooth only T tooth and 
alveolus absent 

In the finds inventory, the bracketed numbers 
immedia te ly before each descr ipt ion are the 
original small finds numbers ascribed to the finds 
on site. These numbers will be used to catalogue the 
finds in the museum. The beads have been classified 
on the basis of the system used by Evison for the 
cemetery at Buckland Dover (1987, 57-82, Figs 
11-12). The m e a s u r e m e n t s g iven are in the 
following order: height, diameter and width of 
perforation. The classification of knives is based on 
Bohner (1958) and that of spearheads on Swanton 
(1973, 51-55; 1974, 10) wi th modifications by 
Dickinson (1976, 291-322). 

The cemetery p lan (Fig. 89) precedes the 
individual grave plans at the end of the volume. 
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Didcot Power Station 

Inhumation 1 (Figs 90 and 93)  

50380.00/91997.50 
SSW-NNE 2.60 x 1.40 x 0.44 m 

. Rectangular grave with irregular bot tom and 
gradually sloping sides; upper grave fill 6 / - / 1 was 
l ight ye l lowish-brown sandy clay loam wi th 
50-60% small- and medium-sized gravel; lower fill 
6 / - /2 was mid grey-brown slightly silty clay loam 
with 25-30% medium gravel. Skeleton contained in 
lower fill. Body position was difficult to determine; 
it is suggested that this individual was originally 
p r o p p e d up in the grave and that the torso 
subsequently collapsed; the arms appeared bent at 
the elbows and the legs extended. No indication of 
disturbance, which would account for peculiar 
compressed appearance of upper body. Some 
staining present to left of body; this may have 
represented coffin traces; waterlogging prevented 
proper cleaning and planning. Top of grave was cut 
by feature 5, a small shallow ovoid feature with 
g radua l ly s loping uneven sides and s l ight ly 
concave bottom. 

Iron object (1) found approximately 0.17 m 
above skull; knife (2) was held in right hand and 
associated with copper alloy ring (3); residual 
pottery (4) in the lower fill. 

Sex: M Age: adult Stature: ? 

Bones present: skull, torso, all long bones, pelvis, 
metapodials, phalanges 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Dentition: 
T T T • 
K 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 PM 
K K K K K K K K K K K K 

T T T T 

i bu t ton osteoma, located on right parietal near 
squamous port ion of the temporal , measur ing 
approximately 25 x 22 x 4 mm. 

Finds 

1 Iron fragments, two pieces (sf 31). Both have rivets at one 
end. Traces of oak (quercus sp) visible on one side of 
each fitting, suggestive of dove-tail jointing, possibly 
from a small box. Lengths 21 and 29 mm; widths 

10 m m . . 
2 Iron knife (sf 30). Possibly Bohner C; tip missing; concave 

appearance of blade edge was probably caused by 
honing. Length 140 mm. 

3 Copper alloy ring (sf 30). Complete. Diameter 18 m m , 
wid th in section 3 mm. 

4 Pottery. Grass-tempered fabric, irregularly fired 
wi th orange-brown patches on external surfaces. 
Fragmentary, simple everted rim. 
(Pottery catalogue no. 1). 

Inhumation 2 (Figs 90 and 93)  

50384.50/91996.25 
WNW-ESE 1.75 x 0.80 x 0.44 m 

Grave approximately rectangular; fill (13) was a 
mid-brown sandy clay loam with 25-30% small- to 
medium-sized gravel; greater proportion of gravel 
present around and below skeleton. Body in supine 
position; head looking towards feet; arms by sides; 
legs extended and crossed at ankles. 

Knife (1) adjacent to left ulna; knife blade (2) 
adjacent to left radius; copper alloy strip (3) at neck 
of right femur; copper alloy strip (4) overlying right 
femur in region of neck; copper alloy strip (5) 
over ly ing r ight femur jus t above midshaf t ; 
fragments of copper alloy strip (6 and 7) to left of 
right tibia adjacent to kneecap; iron padlock (8) and 
shears (9) and polished horse tooth (10) overlying 
feet; polished horse tooth (11) and shale spindle 
whorl (12) adjacent to right ankle. 

Sex: F Age: Adult, ageing Stature: ? 

Bones present: skull, torso, pelvis, long bones 
(missing right radius and ulna), carpals, tarsals, 
metatarsals and phalanges 

Condition: poor, no complete long bones 

Dentition: 
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 

C C 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8 AM 6 5 4 3 2 PM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

K K K K K K K A 

i dental abscess in region of left mandibular first molar; 
tooth crown has decayed completely. 

ii grade II degeneration of left inferior articular facet of 
second cervical body and left superior articular facet of 

third cervical body (Brothwell 1981, 150). 
iii grade I cribra orbitalia in left orbit (Stuart-MacAdam 

1991,109, Fig. 9.3). 
iv marked attrition of incisors, canines and premolars . 

Finds 

1 Iron knife (sf 12). Blade in two pieces and part of tang 
missing. Classification uncertain, possibly Bohner A. 
Length c 75 mm; width 10 mm. 

2 Iron knife (sf 10). Tip missing. Classification uncertain, 
possibly Bohner A- Length 105 mm; wid th 13 mm. 

3 Copper alloy strip (sf 9). Missing. 
4 Beaten copper alloy fragment (sf 7). Irregular. Length 

16 mm; wid th 10 m m . Less than 1 m m thick. 
5 Beaten copper alloy fragment (sf 8). Decorated with two 

lines of punched dots. Length 13 mm; wid th 6 mm. 
Less than 1 m m thick. 

6 Copper alloy strip, two fragments (sf 6). One fragment 
has associated copper alloy rivet. Length 32 mm, max. 
width 7 mm. Slightly curved and beaten flat. Second 
fragment has associated iron nail or rivet. Length 

31 mm; max. width 11 m m . Both fragments are 
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decorated by two lines of punched dots , one running 
along each edge. 

7 Beaten copper alloy, seven fragments (sf 5). Lengths 
7-36 mm, widths 5-8 m m . Three fragments have the 
same decoration as 6 above. A fourth has only one row 
of punched dots running along the centre of the strip. 
The remainder are undecorated. Rivet holes (with 
diameters of 1.5-2 mm) are visible on two fragments. 
Another piece has an associated iron rivet wi th a 
diameter of 1.5 mm. 

8 Iron barb-spring padlock (sf 4). Barrel of circular 
section with ridge d o w n one side; barbed bolt is clear 
inside barrel and prot rudes from one end; the return of 
the bolt, which serves to close the padlock, is missing; 
the opposing end of the padlock case is slightly 
damaged. Barrel: Length 28 mm; diameter 18 mm. Bolt: 
Length 18 mm; width 8 mm. 

9 Iron shears (sf 4). Only blades survive; one blade is 
complete; the other is in two pieces and incomplete. 
Complete blade: Length 81 mm; width 12 mm. 
Incomplete blade: Lengths 62 and 14 mm; width 12 mm. 
The padlock and shears were excavated as a single 
corroded mass and the separate objects identified only 
after conservation. 

10 Gaming piece, ground and polished horse molar (sf 3). 
One surface completely flat, the other rounded; slightly 
damaged on one side. The original contours of the tooth 
are visible in parts. Length 21 mm; wid th 23 mm. 

11 Gaming piece, horse molar (sf 2). Almost identical to 10 
above though undamaged . Length 21 mm; width 
21-22 mm. 

12 Shale spindlewhorl (sf 1). Biconical. Central perforation 
with diameter of 10 m m . Even surface, well made ; the 
only sign of wear is crack on one surface. Possibly 
weighs too little to have been functional. Weight 10 g. 
Height 15 mm; width 32 mm. 

Inhumation 3 (Fig. 90)  

50386.25/91984.25 
W-E 1.50 x 0.80 x ? m 

Grave truncated at W end; fill (16) was a mid-brown 
sandy clay loam with 2% gravel. Only legs survive 
and were in extended position. 

Flint flake (1) between knees. 

Sex: M? Age: adult Stature: ? 

Bones present: pelvis, right femur, left and right 
tibia and fibula 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Finds 

1 Flint flake (sf 11), possibly residual. Missing. 

Inhumation 4 (Figs 90 and 94)  

50370.00/91991.50 
" S-N 1.88 x 1.04 x 0.20 m 

Irregular rectangular grave, flat-bottomed with 
uneven but near vertical sides. Body lay on right 
side; skull turned to right; left arm bent at elbow, 
right arm extended; legs semi-flexed. Originally 
uncove red in eva lua t ion , skull d a m a g e d by 
machine. 

Copper alloy finger ring (1) adjacent to lower 
right ulna (staining of bone at midshaft); knife (2) 
held in left hand; copper alloy strip (3) next to lower 
right fibula; flint flake (4) probably from fill. 

Sex: F? Age: adult, ageing? Stature: ? 

Bones present: skull, torso, all long bones, tarsals, 
metatarsals and carpals; fragment of calcified rib 
cartilage 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Dentition: 

AMAMAMAMAMAMAMAM A MA MA MA MA MAM 7 AM 

i grade I degenerat ion of left and right inferior articular 
facets of a lower cervical body (Brothwell 1981, 150). 

Finds 

1 Copper alloy finger ring (sf 13). Incomplete, 
approximately one third is missing. Expanded bezel 
with decoration comprising two complete double 
concentric circles p lus another incomplete; a series of 
?seven incised lines is present next to the outermost 
circle; latter separated from the other two circles by 
two incised lines. Diameter 19 mm;.thickness of band 
4-6 mm, 

2 Iron knife (sf 14) comprising at least four fragments; 
unclassifiable. Lengths 20-32 m m . 

3 Copper alloy strip (sf 15). Two tapering fragments. 
One has a copper alloy rivet (length 2 mm; 
diameter 1 m m ) at wider end; the narrow end is 
broken. Second fragment may have had a rivet 
hole at wider end. Lengths 10 and 12 mm; 
widths 2 m m . 

4 Flint flake (sf 73). Two flint flakes. 

Inhumation 5 (Figs 91 and 94) 

50392.50/91991.25 
NE-SW 1 .35x0 .70x?m 

Grave damaged by ploughing, cut indistinct, 
probably rectangular with rounded corners; fill (29) 
was mid-brown/dark grey silty loam with 25% pea 
grit. Body on left side; arms bent at elbows; left leg 
extended, right leg bent slightly at knee. 

Chatelaine (1) and knife (2) lying on left pelvis. 

Sex: F Age: adult Stature: 1.54 m 

Bones present: mandible, torso, all long bones, 
carpals and tarsals 

Condition: fair 
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Finds 

1 Iron (sf 18). Three corroded fragments. The longest 
consists of a length of circular rod. An L-shaped piece 
of rectangular cross-section may be a. piece of a key. 
The smallest fragment is also L-shaped. All three could 
be chatelaine components , but are missing suspension 
loops. Lengths 139 m m , 131 mm, 36 m m 

2 Iron knife (sf 19). Tip broken off. Classification 
uncertain, possibly Bohner A. Length 126 mm. 

Inhumation 6 (Fig. 91) 

50386.75/91987.50 
W-E 1.20 x 0.40 x 0.18 m 

Grave with s traight sides and rounded ends, 
machine damaged. Body on left side; skull facing 
towards feet; arms by sides; legs semi flexed. 

Sex:- Age: 6-8 years Stature:-

Bones present: skull vault, femur, humerus and 
radius 

Condition: very poor, no complete bones 

Dentition: 
T T T T T T T T T T T T T 

5 4 2 4 
7 6 E D B D 5 6 7 
7 6 E 4 C 2 1 2 C D E 6 

5 3 3 4 5 
T T • T T T 

No finds 

Inhumation 7 (Figs 91 and 94) 

50390.00/91991.75 
NNE-SSW 1.05 x 0.50 x 0.17 m 

Grave with straight sides and rounded ends, with 
machine damage, particularly to skull; appeared 
too small for the skeleton;. torso was bent and 
adjacent to grave edge. Body on left side; skull 
turned towards feet; arms bent at elbows; legs 
semi-flexed. 

Copper alloy coin (1) at edge of grave cut, above 
and to left of right shoulder; glass beads (2 and 3) 
below jaw; three beads, a silver pendant and a silver 
coin (4 to 8) lay behind the skull; a glass bead (9) lay 
beneath the upper torso; knife (10) adjacent to wrist, 
approximately where right hand would have been; 
silver strip (11) location unknown; pottery (12) 
location unknown. 

Sex: Age: 14.5-15.5 years Stature: -

Bones present: skull, torso, all long bones and pelvis 
Condition: poor, no complete long bones 

Dentition: 
U U 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
O O 

i green staining on left clavicle, also left and 
right first ribs 

Finds 

1 Copper alloy coin, (sf 20). Perforation located near one 
edge (diameter c 2 mm). Faint traces of an inscription 
visible on both sides. Diameter c 16 mm. 
AD 348-360 
Obverse: House of Constantine 
Reverse: Fel Temp Reparatio (falling horseman) 
Mint: Illey 

2 Glass bead (sf 86). Greenish-blue, opaque. 
Short-cylinder rounded Dover B19 (Evison 1987, 58, 
Fig. 11). Height 6 mm; wid th 8 mm; wid th of 
perforation 4.5 m m . 

3 Glass bead (sf 21). Greenish-blue (for colour see Evison 
1987, colour plate III B48 38/4c), translucent. 
Short-cylinder rounded Dover B19 (see above). Height 
6 mm; wid th 13 mm; width of perforation 4.5 mm. 

4 Glass bead (sf 23). Yellow, opaque. Short-cylinder 
rounded Dover B19 (see above). Height 6 mm; wid th 
8 mm; wid th of perforation 4 mm. 

5 Glass bead (sf 24). Yellow, opaque. Short-cylinder 
rounded Dover B19 (see above). Slight damage 
apparent on one edge. Height 6 mm; wid th 8 mm; 
width of perforation 4 mm. 

6 Glass bead (sf 25). Greenish blue, translucent. Biconical 
Dover B53 (see above). No parallel for decoration at 
Dover. It comprises a rust-red trail which does not 
cross. Height 9 mm; width 11 mm; wid th of 
perforation 4 mm. 

7 Silver pendant (sf 26). Now in eight fragments, originally 
would have consisted of two halves. One of these is 
still, virtually intact. Each half was oval in shape with 
one flattened end and one pointed; the latter perhaps 
for at tachment to a suspension loop. The more 
complete half is quite concave. When the two halves 
joined there would have been a gap between of 
perhaps 3-4 mm. The decoration is clear on the more 
complete half and comprises two groups of four 
incised lines covering the middle third. Length 22 mm; 
width 10 mm. 

8 Silver coin (sf 27). Pierced, with inscription and 
decoration on both sides. Diameter 21 mm. 
AD 260-268 

Obverse: Imp C Postvmvs [A] A = Aug 
Reverse: Here Devsoniensi 
Mint: Gaul min t /E lmer 316 

9 Glass bead (sf 28). Translucent blue wi th a hint of green. 
Barrel Dover B10 (see above). Height 7 mm; width 
5.5 mm; wid th of perforation 3.5 mm. 

10 Iron knife (sf 22). Tip of blade and part of tang missing. 
Very slight damage to cutting edge. Classification 
uncertain, possibly Bohner A. Length 75 mm. 

11' Strip of beaten silver (sf 29). Two fragments, the larger 
is decorated; a punched line is visible on one edge with 
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a series of incised diagonal lines going through it. 
Lengths 4 and 7 mm; wid ths 5 m m (not illustrated). 

12 Pottery, one Romano-British sherd. 

Inhumation 8 (Figs 91 and 95) 

50388.50/91995.50 
WNW-ESE 1.66 x 0.70 x 0.22 m 

Grave rectangular with rounded ends, fill (41) 
m i d - b r o w n sil ty clay w i th 10% grave l and 
occasional charcoal flecks. Body lay in a supine 
position; skull turned towards left; right arm 
extended, left arm bent at elbow; legs extended. 

Spearhead (1) at left shoulder; knife blade (2) at 
left waist; buckle (3) middle of waist; pottery (4). 

Sex: M Age: 17-25 years Stature: ? 

Bones p resen t : skul l , to rso , all long bones , 
metacarpal and metatarsals 

Condition: fair 
Dentition: 

8 7 6 5 PMPMPM 1 PM 2 3 4 5 6 PMPM 
PM 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 PM 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

i three sagittal wormian bones, bones at lambda, atlas 
posterior bridge (right side only) 

Finds 

1 Iron spearhead (sf 34). Diamond cross-section, low 
shouldered leaf-shaped blade; tip missing. Split socket 
with little taper; substantial wood remains are visible 
inside the socket identified as alder (alnus sp.). Traces 
of nail or rivet running through socket c 20 m m from 
the end; this is likely to have caused mineralisation of 
wood within. Swanton C / 2 ; Dickinson C / E 2. Overall 
length 254 mm; length of blade 140 mm; width of blade 
35 mm; diameter of socket 14 mm. 

2 Iron knife (sf 35). Tip of blade is broken off and tang is 
incomplete; rivet present close to junction of tang and 
blade. Remains of horn handle present. Unclassifiable. 
Length 121 mm. 

3 Bronze and iron belt buckle (sf 36). Small bronze buckle 
with folded rectangular plate attached by two rivets; 
iron tongue much corroded and textile impressions 
clearly visible. Length c 24 mm. 

4 Pottery 

Inhumation 9 (Fig. 91) 

50375.50/91963.25 
NW-SE 1.25 x 0.60 x 0.57 m 

Grave sub-rectangular with steep sides, vertical in 
parts, slightly concave bottom. Grave fill (42) a mid-
to dark-brown sandy clay loam with 25r30% small and 
fine gravel with very occasional charcoal flecks. Green 
staining probably the result of modern contamination 
by pulverised fuel ash. Body lay in a supine position; 
skull resting on chest and looking towards feet, 

possibly originally propped up; left arm extended, 
right arm bent at elbow; legs extended. 

Iron object (1) lying on left pelvis near sacrum. 

Sex: - Age: 9-11 years Stature: -

Bones present: skull, pelvis, long bones (missing left 
arm) and vertebrae 

Condition: poor, no complete long bones 

Dentition: 
T T T T T T T T 
7 6 1 1 2 - - 5 6 7 
7 6 5 PM 3 2 PM PM - 3 - 5 - 7 
T T T T T T T T 

i grade II cribra orbitalia in left orbit (Stuart-MacAdam 
1991,109, Fig. 9.3) . 

Finds 

1 Iron object (sf 39). Badly corroded. X-ray shows two 
fragments, though this appears to be a recent break. 
Cross-sections almost triangular. May be par ts of a . 
chatelaine. Length c 47 m m (not illustrated). 

Inhumation 10 (Fig. 91) 

50377.25/91997.25 
S-N 1 .50x0 .80x?m 

Badly disturbed, grave outline and body position 
not determined. Associated fill (52) of grey sandy 
gravel. 

Sex: ? Age: young adult Stature: ? 

Bones present: pelvis and long bones (left humerus 
and legs) 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 
No finds 

Inhumation 11 (Figs 92 and 95) 

50387.50/91979.75 : .-
S-N 1 .78x0.80x?m 

Grave outline probably oval with sloping sides, 
machine damaged; fill (55) a grey brown silty clay 
loam with 30% gravel and pea grit. Body lay in a 
supine position; skull missing; arms bent very 
slightly at elbows; legs extended. 

Silver ring (1) at right shoulder; knife (2) on left 
waist; two beads (3 and 4) and possible chatelaine 
(5) lying on right pelvis. 

Sex: F? Age: adult Stature: ? 

Bones present : long bones , vertebrae, pelvis , 
metacarpal and metatarsals 

Condition: poor 
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Finds 

1 Silver ring (sf 41). Two fragments, do not join; 
diameter of ring is largely conjectural. Decoration 
visible: five incised lines. Diameter c 25 mm; 
thickness 1 mm. 

2 Iron knife (sf 42). Tip missing and cutting edge 
damaged. Classification uncertain, possibly Bohner A. 
Length 94 m m . 

3 Wooden bead (sf 43). Large (?)disc with straight sides, 
Dover A18. Slight damage to one side. Mineralised. 
Lead coated. Height 8 mm; width 19 mm; width of 
perforation 5.5 mm. 

4 Bone bead (sf 44). Possibly re-utilised port ion of shaft 
of ?radius or ?ulna. Cylinder Dover B56 (Evison 1987, 
58, Fig. 11). Height 12 mm; width 11 mm. 

5 Iron objects (sf 45). 11 fragments with flat and rounded 
cross-sections; could be keys, latchlifters or lengths of 
rod. All fragmented, precise functions unclear, bu t 
possibly chatelaine elements. Lengths 13-65 mm. 

6 Pottery, Anglo-Saxon. 

Inhumation 12 (Figs 92, 96 and 97) 

50361.50/91965.75 
NW-SE 1.60 x 0.80 x 0.35 m 

Grave of slightly irregular rectangular outline, its 
edges were difficult to define, with concave bottom, 
gradual slope at head and foot ends, otherwise 
vertical; fill (63) a mid-brown sandy clay loam 
25-30% small- and medium-sized gravel with very 
occasional charcoal flecks, green staining caused by 
modern contamination (pulverised fuel ash). The 
remains were lifted as a soil block; the skeletal 
remains were in extremely poor condition and 
difficult to identify. The position of grave goods in 
relation to the skeleton is largely approximate (most 
of the bones were completely decayed) and is based 
upon plans and a detailed photographic record of 
the step by step excavation. 

Two beads (1 and 2) and a pin (3) lay in the 
region of the skull; two beads (4 and 5) were 
probably similarly located but had been disturbed 
slightly during excavation; two beads (6 and 7) were 
adjacent to right upper arm; knife blade and 
associated iron chain fragments (8) lay in the region 
of upper torso towards right shoulder; nail (9) and 
iron object (10) lay in the region of lower torso; 
buckle (11) lay just below waist; copper alloy 
work-box (12) lay between upper thighs; silver ring 
(13) said to be associated with skull; sherd of pottery 
(14) lay in region of upper torso. Samples thought 
to contain possible textile fragments proved on 
investigation to be the remains of surface patina 
from a copper alloy object from a waterlogged or 
poorly drained deposit (see Chapter 10 below). 

Sex: - Age: c 3-5 years Stature: -

Bones present: fragmentary long bones only 
Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Finds 

1 Glass bead (sf 51). Bright yellow opaque, biconical B53 
(Evison 1987, 58, Fig. 11). Associated wi th fragment of 
silver wire, c 1 m m thick. Height 4 mm;.diameter 6 mm. 

2 Glass bead (sf 49). Rust red opaque, biconical B53 (see 
above). Height 5.5 mm; wid th 7.5 mm; width of 
perforation 4 mm. 

3 Iron pin (sf 55), well preserved and virtually complete, 
missing only tip. Pin thickens and flattens out towards 
neck. Head is almost square, 4 m m across, wi th 
perforation 1.5 m m in diameter. Length 58 mm. 

4 Glass bead (sf 46). Translucent green glass biconical 
B53 (see above). Incised decoration Dover D07 (Evison 
1987, 64, Fig. 12), no inlay apparent . Height 15 m m , 
wid th 26 mm; width of perforation 7 mm. 

5 Glass bead (sf 47). Pale green opaque disc B01. 
Decorated by darker green spiral, Dover D01 
(see above). Height 5 mm; wid th 14 mm; wid th of 
perforation 4 mm. 

6 Glass bead (sf 50). Rust red opaque ?short cylinder 
straight s ided B18 (see above). Yellow and white 
combed decoration similar to Dover D13 (see above). 
Height 12 m m ; wid th 7 mm; width of perforation 
6.5 m m . 

7 Glass bead (sf 52). Rust red opaque horned. There are 
five white 'horns ' , three of which have a central dark 
blue dot. Height 9 mm; max. width 23 mm; wid th of 
perforation 7.5 mm. 

8 Knife blade (sf 53=70), virtually complete but encrusted 
with corrosion products , unbroken. Possibly Bohner A. 
Length 84 mm. 
Iron and copper alloy chain fragments 
(sf 53=70). Five fragments, two of which join; 
alternating iron and copper alloy figure-of-eight links 
are clearly visible on x-ray. 

9 Iron object (sf 67), broken and incomplete. Possibly a 
nail. Length 16 mm. 

10 Iron object (sf 68). Cross-section almost rectangular; 
corrosion obscures what looks like suspension loop 
with small par t of a r ing attached; textile impressions 
visible on the surface. Possible pin or toilet 
implement. Length 34 mm. 

11 Iron buckle (sf 66). Incomplete loop and tongue 
surviving; loop takes form of a ring. Diameter 
c 16.5 mm. 

12 Copper alloy work-box (sf 81), condition very poor. 
Comprises six fragments, with quantities of associated 
wood; four of fragments are from the body of the box 
which appears to have been in the form of a tapering 
cylinder; all are decorated with two to three double 
rows of repousse dots. Although on one piece the dots 
seem to have corroded through completely, this is not 
predominant ly the case. Two round at tachments each 
with one S-shaped link of chain attached; they occur on 
two different fragments, one of which looks like a 
port ion of rim; the other is undist inguished. 
Maximum diameter of box c 51 mm, height not 
determinable. 

13 Silver ring (sf 83). Of flat rectangular cross-section, 
decorated with dots at c 2 m m intervals on one face; on 
same face there are also two adjacent raised square 
lugs ( l x l x l mm). Diameter 10 mm. 
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14 Pottery (sf 56). Handle fragment. Roman. Probably local 
Oxfordshire fabric. Form is a little uncertain, though it 
may belong to a flagon. A moderately sandy reduced 
fabric. 

gross calculus, maxillary third molar, occlusal surface is 
completely obscured 

Finds 

Inhumation 13 (Figs 92 and 97) 

50341.50/91974.75 
ESE-WNW 1.55 x 0.33 x ? m 

Disturbed skeleton, no visible grave outline; there 
were two fills: 70 / - /1 a broad band of grey clay 
running above and below the lower legs of skeleton; 
70 / - /2 a grey brown silty clay with c 20% gravel. 
Body lay in a supine position; skull turned to face 
right; arms bent at elbows and hands crossed on 
chest; legs extended. Damage to skull and pelvis. 

Knife (1) at left waist; pottery (2) probably 
residual in grave fill. 

Sex:? Age: adult Stature: ? 

Bones present: skull, clavicles, vertebrae and all 
long bones 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Dentition: 
T T T T T T 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
T T T T T T T T 

T T T T T 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
- 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

T T T T T T T 

Iron knife (sf 57). In five fragments bu t largely complete. 
Some damage to cutting edge. Unclassifiable. Length 
147 mm. 

Inhumation 15 (Fig. 92)  

50365.30/91977.50 
SW-NE 1 .80x0 .70x?m 

Disturbed, no visible grave outline; grave fill was 
dark grey brown clay loam containing c 40% gravel. 
Body in a supine position; skull position unclear; 
left arm bent at elbow, right arm unclear; legs bent 
slightly at knees. 

Sex:? Age: 17-25 years Stature: ? 

Bones present: skull, pelvis and long bones (missing 
right humerus and radius 

Condition: poor, no complete bones 

Dentition: 

8 7 6 5 PMPMPMPM PMPMPM 

UE K K K 

No finds 

i calculus affects all teeth present 

Finds 

1 Iron knife (sf 48). Tip missing. Classification uncertain, 
possibly Bohner A. Length 111 mm. 

2 Pottery. One Romano-British sherd. 

Inhumation 14 (Figs 92 and 97) 

50364.25/91970.00 
SW-NE 1.82 x 0.94 x 0.33 m 

Grave rectangular with rounded ends, very wide; 
steep sides; fill was mid-brown sandy clay loam 
with 30% gravel. Body lay in a supine position; skull 
turned to left; arms bent at elbows; legs extended. 

Knife (1) at top of left leg. 

Sex:? Age: adult Stature:? 

Bones present: skull, pelvis and long bones 
Condition: poor 

Dentition: 
K T K T K K K K K 

AMAM 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 - 8 
AMAM 6 5 \ 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 AMAM 

Inhumation 16 (Figs 92 and 97) 

50387.50/91972.00 -
NW-SE 1.53 x 0.60 x ? m 

No grave cut identifiable, modern disturbance cut. 
through skull. Body position unclear. 

Silver ring (1) behind skull; three copper alloy 
pins (2) overlying right clavicle. 

Sex:? Age: adult Stature: ? 

K K K K K K K K K K K 

Bones present: skull vault, long bones (missing left 
humerus and right tibia) 

Condition: poor, no complete long bones 

Finds 

1 Silver ring (sf 84). Two fragments of circular 
cross-section; decorated by two groups of incised lines. 
Diameter of ring c 20 mm. 

2 Copper alloy pin suite (sf 16). Comprises three pins, all 
incomplete. The most complete example has a chain 
fragment with two complete links going through the eye 
of the pin, the head of which is round. Second pin, shaft 
only surviving. The tip is obscured by corrosion products. 
Corrosion is difficult to explain given the absence of 
any iron objects in the grave. The third is a shaft 
fragment only. Lengths 35 mm, circular cross-sections. 
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Inhumation 17 (Fig. 92) SFB 38 (Figs 87-89)  

50339.40/91970.90 50401.50/91987.50 4.18 x 3.25 x 0.2 m 

Disarticulated remains, no grave cut apparent. 

Sex: ? Age: adult Stature: ? 

Bones present: long bones 
Condition: poor 

No finds 

OTHER SAXON FEATURES 

Sunken featured buildings 

SFB 4 (Fig. 89)  

50387.70/92004.00 3.0 x 2.2 x 0.6 m 

This sub-rectangular feature was not excavated in 
its entirety as it appeared to continue beyond the 
NW edge of the area designated for development 
and the su rv iv ing d imens ions are therefore 
incomplete. It was aligned NW to SE. Although it 
had a fairly flat bottom, the sides sloped unevenly 
at 35^40% from vertical on the NE side and almost 
50% on the SW side. The single fill (4/- /1) was a 
mid greenish brown sandy loam with a high clay 
content containing 30% medium to large gravel 
and occasional flecks of charcoal . The finds 
comprised animal bone, grass tempered Anglo-
Saxon pottery and a number of large pebbles, some 
of which were burnt. SFB 4 was seen to cut ditch 3 
which is believed to be Roman in date (Mudd, this 
volume). The absence of postholes or other related 
features may indicate that feature 4 was a pit rather 
than an SFB. 

Finds 

1 Pottery (sf 62). Grass-tempered fabric, dark grey-black, 
fragmentary r im with slightly expanded tip (pottery 
cat no. 2). 

2 Pottery. Grass-tempered fabric dark grey-black, 
surfaces smoothed. Shoulder of jar with simple 
everted rim (pottery cat no. 3). 

3 Pottery. Grass-tempered fabric, irregularly fired wi th 
some dark red-brown patches on external and internal 
surfaces. Small pedestal base wi th transverse 
perforation, made before firing, from a vessel of 
u n k n o w n form (pottery cat no. 4). 

4 Flint flake (sf 74). 

This was a complete sub-rectangular feature located 
in the SE q u a d r a n t of the excava ted area 
approximately 18 m to the SW of SFB 4. The edges 
sloped very gradually to a flat bottom. The feature 
was excavated in quadrants and was filled by a 
medium dark sandy loam with gravel and frequent 
charcoal flecks. The finds comprised a weaving pick 
or pin beater, animal bone and pottery. 

Associated features 

There were four associated post holes, 58, 59 , 82, 
83 and a central pit or hearth, 80. Posthole 58 was 
at the SE end of the SFB more or less on its central 
axis. No posthole at the NW end of the central axis 
was identified. Posthole 59 was also more or less on 
the long axis of the building and near its centre. It 
was immediately adjacent to the possible hearth 80. 
The existence of a central post in SFBs can be 
paralleled at Mucking, eg GH 204 (Hamerow 1993, 
Fig. 71). The relationship between postholes 58 and 
59 and the SFB is unclear t hough they were 
r e c o r d e d as be ing sea led by the (pos t -
abandonment) backfill of the building. They were 
also recorded as cutting the putative Roman gully 
61. Postholes 82 and 83 were both positioned at the 
edge of the SFB, 82 on its SW side towards its NW 
end, and 83 on the E side of the structure. Both 
postholes were described as being contemporary 
with the SFB 38 although the relationship between 
the two was unproven. Feature 80 was located 
almost in the centre of SFB 38. 

1. Posthole 58 was circular with a rounded bot tom and 
gently sloping sides and was filled by a grey b r o w n 
silty loam with a 25% gravel content. It measured 
0.50 m in length, 0.33 m in wid th and 0.12 m in depth . 

2. Posthole 59 had a rounded bot tom and a fill of mixed 
grey clay loam with a high gravel content of 75%. It 
measured 0.40 m in length, 0.20 m in wid th and 0.06 m 
in depth. 

3. Posthole 82 was circular wi th sloping sides and a 
rounded bot tom which was filled by a light b rown 
grey very sandy silty loam with approximately 25% 
gravel. It measured 0.18 m in diameter and 0.10 m in 
depth. 

4. Posthole 83 was circular wi th near vertical sides and a 
flattish bottom which had a fill similar to 82. It 
measured 0.20 m in diameter and 0.22 m in depth. 

5. Feature 80 was oval in shape with sloping sides and a 
rounded bottom, measur ing 0.87 m in length, 0.61 m in 
wid th and 0.18 m in depth. Two fills were identified: 
80 /A (= 3 8 / A / 2 ) was a dark grey b rown sandy silty 
loam with 20% gravel and substantial quantit ies of 
charcoal; 80/B was a grey brown sandy silty loam 
incorporating clay, ash and 40% gravel. This feature 
appeared to be sealed by the (pos t -abandonment ) 
backfill of the building. The only find was an iron nail 
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Figure 87 Plan and section of sunken featured building 38 and associated features 58, 80, 82 and 83 
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(sf 61). A soil sample was taken for the purposes of 
environmental examination and the results are 
detailed in chapter 5 (see Letts, this volume). In 
summary the charred seeds found included hulled 
barley and hulled wheat and a small number of weeds. 
Hulled barley and wheat are common to many 
Anglo-Saxon sites of this date, eg at West Stow 
(West 1985,101). 

Finds 

SFBfill38/B/l 

1 Bone weaving pick (sf 37). Has maximum width of 9 mm 
with narrow pointed ends. Faint traces of outline of 
incised circle c 8 mm from one end. One side is 
flattened, the other is concave. Length 92 mm. 

2 Copper alloy object (sf 38). C-shaped strip with a 
maximum width of 5 mm. Fitting or bracket. 

SFBfill38/C/l 

Flint flake (sf 75). 
Pottery. 

SFB fill 38/D/l 

1 Iron object (sf 58). Length 75 mm, width 30 mm. Broken 
and incomplete. Two perforations are visible, possibly 
for nails or rivets. Widths 5 and 11 mm. There are 
indications of the presence of at least a further two 
'rivet' holes. This object may have served as some sort 
of hinge or bracket. 

2 Pottery 

Post-hole fill 58 

1 Pottery 

SFB 3 8 : artefacts Pit/hearth 80 : artefacts 

scale for no. 2 50 mm. Q scale for nos. 1, 2 & SFB 38 no. 1 <QQ m m 

100 mm. 

Anglo-Saxon pottery 

Figure 88 Finds from sunken featured building 38 and associated features: 
Anglo-Saxon pottery from grave 1 (88.1) and sunken featured building 4 (88.2-4) 
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Pit or hearth 80 

FM80/B/1 

1 Iron nail (sf 61). Complete and in very good condition. 
Rounded cross-section. Flat irregular head. Length 
73.5 mm, diameter of head 12.5 mm. 

Possible settlement features 

Pit 10 

50387.00/91991.00 2.30 x 1.90 x 0.44 m 

This pit had irregular sloping sides and a flattish 
base. Two fills were identified: the upper fill, 
1 0 / A / 1 , was a mid brown very sandy silty clay with 
occasional large gravel and the lower fill, 10 /A/2 
was a light yellow-grey very sandy clay silt with 
25-30% fine gravel. An area of charcoal staining was 
also noted. Pottery was recovered from the fill. 

This feature lay 14 m to the WNW of the centre 
of SFB 38 and 13 m S of the centre of SFB 4. 

Finds 

1 Pottery. Seven sherds 

Gully 68 

50401.00/91984.5 

This feature was a semi-circular gully located 
approximately 0.40 m SW of SFB 38. The profile of 
the ditch proved to be variable: width ranged from 
0.3-0.37 m and the maximum depth was 0.20 m. 
Two fills were identified: 6 8 / A / 1 was a dark brown 
sandy clay loam with sparse gravel content; 6 8 / A / 2 
was a mid brown sandy clay loam with 20% gravel 
identical in form to 6 8 / B / l . This feature was seen 
to cut the Roman ditch 39. A single posthole (65) lay 
within the semi-circle. 

Associated feature 

1 Posthole 65 was circular with gently sloping sides 
and a rounded base which was filled by a mid brown 
sandy clay loam with 10% fine gravel. It measured 0.27 
m in diameter and 0.12 m in depth. (For an alternative 
interpretation of gully 68 and posthole 65 see Grave 
Structures, Chapter 11 below). 
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