
Appendix 

Appendix 1: The naming of Berinsfield 

The record library of the Oxford Mail and Times chronicles 
the local furore which su r rounded the naming of 
Berinsfield. 

The Oxford Times of 21 March 1956 reported that 
Bullingdon Rural District Council was to build houses for 
169 people living since 1946 in huts at the displaced 
persons camp at Field Farm, north of Dorchester and 
another at Chalgrove. In the Oxford Times of 15 February 
1957 the place-name controversy reared its head in a letter 
from Mr K F Welch of Dorchester parish council headed 
'Why not Wimblestraw?' Mr Welch wrote that a wide 
choice of names for the new estate had been submitted to 
Bullingdon Rural District Council but no decision had 
been reached. Dorchester Parish Council had approached 
the question with two principal criteria: the name should 
be appropriate and should not have been used before. As 
there was evidence of prehistoric settlement in the area 
'the Council wanted a name connecting that past with the 
present — yet one that had some meaning.' Old English 
words for spring, well, prehistoric camp, rising ground, 
mound, open country, hill-top, charcoal, farm and site 
were cons idered . . . The resu l t was a n u m b e r of 
pleasant-sounding names each appropriate to the site of 
the proposed village. Collewelle — from the charcoal 
burning carried on near a spring; Cropwell; Chastlewell; 
C lanwel l ; Chast lef ie ld; Lynchwel l ; Biborough; 
Wimblestraw; and two suggested by the Rural District 
Council — Shadwell and Vincent Cherrill (the name of a 
local farmer in the last century). 

Several of these name's were dismissed by Dorchester 
Parish Council on the grounds that they were the same or 
similar to others in the region or in the case of the last name 
it was. thought too long. Mr Welch concluded 'The Parish 
Council believed that only one name passed the test — 
Wimblestraw ...it is a good English country word'. 

Bullingdon Rural District Council was not impressed 
by Wimblestraw.and nor were the people of the hutted 
camp who were going to have to live there. An Oxford 
Mail article of 7 February 1957 'What Shall we Call it?' 
reported that the architect of the new village, Sir William 
Holford, had been asked if he would care to suggest a 
name. He was firm in his reply 'No Sir, I wouldn't dare!' 
Fortunately one councillor's suggestion — Williamsville 
— was not greeted with enthusiasm. 

On 31 July 1957 the Oxford Mail announced 'Field 
Farm Estate to be Berinsfield: Parish Council overruled.' 
In vocal opposition Councillor Belcher, a devotee of 
Wimblestraw, demanded to know 'where this new name 
has sprung from? I think the Parish Council name is much 
better than this one.' Mr C J Peers explained that the name 
Berinsfield was originally put forward by the Field Farm 
Welfare Committee, of which he was Chairman. The 
name, he said, was based on the fact that St Birinus was 
the patron saint of Dorchester and Berin was a corruption 
of that name. Mr Belcher reported 'The name 'field' is 
anathema to some people at Dorchester'. 

In spite of protests from Dorchester Parish Council the 
name Berinsfield was chosen. Mr K F Welch of Dorchester 
nevertheless felt it necessary to fire off a final salvo against 
the enemies of Wimblestraw. Apparently the name 
Berinsfield had been suggested to the Field Farm Welfare 
Committee by 'a Roman Catholic priest' (his name is not 
mentioned). Mr Welch continued 'Recently the priest 
called on.me to talk about the new name. Berinsfield was 
his idea and he put forward reasons for his choice. It had 
the backing of Field Farm and other people.... Mr Peers 
told the Rural District Council that 'Berinsfield' was a 
corruption of the words St Birinus, patron saint of 
Dorchester and 'Field'. What, may I ask, has St Birinus to 
do with Field Farm? 'Wimblestraw' was at least on the 
spot. Berins, the priest told me, is the Anglicized form of 
Birinus. So it is, but why didn't they go the whole way and 
call it Ager Birini? It would be interesting to know who will 
be the patron saint of the new village.' 

Nevertheless the name Berinsfield was adopted. On 30 
August 1962 the Oxford Mail announced that the local post 
office was also to adopt the new name. According to the 
Head Postmaster at Oxford, when the post office opened 
in March 1952 'the area had no recognised name and the 
sub-office was n a m e Field M o u n t after the two 
neighbouring farms Field Farm and Mount Farm. On 26 
February 1962 the Oxford Mail announced that 'if 
Berinsfield becomes a separate parish from Dorchester — 
and both Oxfordshire County Council and Bullingdon 
Rural District Council now favour this step — a burial 
ground will be needed in the parish'. 
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