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Summary 

In September 2018 Oxford Archaeology were commissioned by Triskelion 

Heritage on behalf of Bloor Homes to undertake an archaeological evaluation 

of the site of a proposed 7.2ha residential development at Benson Lane, 

Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire.  

The evaluation revealed a limited number of negative features including a 

possible furrow, a ditch, a hedgeline and the remains of a headland. These 

features were undated although most likely they relate to the medieval and 

post-medieval use of the site as agricultural fields. The site appears to have 

limited potential for archaeological remains despite being located in an area 

of high potential and intensive multi-period occupation. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Scope of work 

1.1.1 In September 2018 Oxford Archaeology (OA) were commissioned by Triskelion 

Heritage on behalf of Bloor Homes to undertake an archaeological evaluation of the 

site of a proposed 7.2ha new residential development at Benson Lane, Crowmarsh 

Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire (hereafter referred to as the site).  

1.1.2 The work was undertaken to support a future planning application and to assess the 

archaeological potential of the site. Although a brief was not set for the work, 

discussions by Gerry Wait, Archaeological Consultant, with Richard Oram, Planning 

Archaeologist for Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), established the Local Authority's 

requirements for work necessary to inform a planning condition. A written scheme of 

investigation was produced by OA detailing the Local Authority’s requirements for the 

investigation (OA 2018). This document outlines the results of the evaluation. 

1.1.3 The work was undertaken in accordance with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavation (2014) and local 

and national planning policies. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 

1.2.1 The site is located east of Benson Lane, to the north-east of the village of Crowmarsh 

Gifford, Oxfordshire, grid reference SU 61805 89483 (Fig. 1). The course of the River 

Thames is located c.600m to the west of the site, with the town of Wallingford beyond. 

The area of proposed development currently consists of arable land located to the rear 

of properties fronting Benson Lane to the west and The Street to the south.  

1.2.2 The underlying geology of the area is West Melbury Marly Chalk. The bedrock is 

overlain by superficial sand and gravel deposits of the Northmoor Sand and Gravel 

Member (British Geological Survey Online, Geology of Britain Viewer, 2018).  

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 

1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background to the site has been described in detail 

in the Desk-Based Assessment (CgMs, 2017), and will only be summarised below: 

1.3.2 A high status late Bronze Age settlement site was identified on an island in the River 

Thames, during archaeological works on the proposed route of the Wallingford Bypass 

(Cromarty et al 2006). Agricultural activity was recorded in the area east of the River 

Thames near to this settlement site and a number of Bronze Age objects have been 

found in the River Thames within the area north of this settlement, including a 

spearhead, palstave and a socketed knife.  

1.3.3 Evaluation at the Bradford Brook revealed evidence of a late Bronze Age/early Iron Age 

settlement complex, including burials, southwest of the site at Winterbrook. A possible 

double concentric ring ditch has been recorded during a geophysical survey in the 

same area as this settlement. Ongoing archaeological work in the same area has 

revealed further evidence for Bronze Age activity, including further burials (Oxford 

Archaeology, ongoing work at Land West of Reading Road, Winterbrook, Wallingford). 
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1.3.4 Early Iron Age enclosures were recorded north of the Bradford Brook. Further evidence 

was recorded along the brook, for continued occupation of the area into the middle 

Iron Age. Ongoing archaeological work in the same area has revealed further evidence 

for a large middle Iron Age settlement, including roundhouses and animal husbandry 

(Oxford Archaeology, ongoing work at Slade End Farm, Wallingford). 

1.3.5 Grim’s Ditch is an extensive Iron Age linear earthwork located south of the site, 

traceable from Wallingford to Henley on Thames, and consisting of a high narrow bank 

with gaps in construction. Evidence for Iron Age agricultural activity is recorded in the 

area of Grim’s Ditch east of the River Thames. 

1.3.6 A few isolated Roman burials and findspots of pottery and other objects have been 

recovered from Wallingford. The site is located some distance from known 

concentrations of recorded Roman activity.  

1.3.7 The Saxon town of Wallingford is located immediately to the west of site. The 

Domesday Survey of 1086 records Wallingford as a very large estate consisting of 44 

households (Palmer 2018). Evaluation at land owned by Wallingford Rowing Club 

identified an Anglo-Saxon ‘grubenhaus’ and associated artefacts, whilst Saxon features 

and a coin hoard were found in the same area. The settlement at Wallingford evolved 

from its origins as an Anglo-Saxon Burh into important late medieval royal centre and 

town, made wealthy by its mercantile activity and control of the river crossing.  

1.3.8 The manor of Crowmarsh Gifford was in existence before 1066 and by 1086 there were 

27 households in this village. The population increased in the 12th and 13th century 

with a dip in population by the 16th century (VCH Oxfordshire, 2016 draft).  

1.3.9 A number of Deserted Medieval Villages (DMV) are located within the wider area, 

including at Mongewell to the south of the site, and at Newham Murren just to the 

south. Earthwork remains indicate a possible medieval settlement at Cox’s Farm west 

of the site. Various medieval ditches have been recorded within the area, possibly 

indicating agricultural activity. 

1.3.10 The 1797 map by Richard Davies indicates that the site was part of a later field during 

the late 18th century. In 1797, Benson Lane to the west of the site and The Street to 

the south of the site had the same alignment as the present day. The east-west green 

lane to the north of the site (Fig. 2) does not appear to have been extant in 1797, 

instead a north-west to south-east hedge-line linked Benson Lane north-west of the 

site to a continuation of Lane’s End to the east of the site. The 1797 map also shows a 

roughly east-west hedge-line located c.100m north of the road known as The Street. 

This hedgeline appears to mark the separation between housing plots associated with 

The Street and an open field to the north. The late 19th century and later OS maps 

indicated that the site continued in use as open fields.  

1.4 Archaeological potential 

1.4.1 The desk-based assessment concluded that documentary sources and map regression 

evidence from the 18th century onwards indicated that the proposed development 

site had been agricultural land from the medieval period up to the present-day. The 

report established that a variety of antiquarian and more recent finds have been 

recorded in the vicinity of the site, principally of prehistoric and Roman origin. It also 



  
 

Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire    V1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 3 22 October 2018 

 

established that then recent archaeological fieldwork had recorded an area of 

‘intense’ Iron Age and Roman occupation at Howberry Park which lies a short distance 

to the north-west of the site. Further find spots to the north indicate a background of 

Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman occupation in the vicinity. The report also concluded 

that there was evidence within the area of cropmarks of one or two large ring ditches, 

suggestive of a Bronze Age funerary landscape within the field to the north. 

1.4.2 The geophysical survey of the site and the larger previous proposed development, 

revealed a ring ditch, possibly part of a Bronze Age round barrow, and an adjacent oval 

feature which could also be of prehistoric date, in the field to the north of the site, 

along with several linear ditches and a modern pipe and cable (Northampton 

Archaeology 2008). Satellite imagery of the site indicates the existence of a possible 

east-west feature across the centre of the site which shows up as a cropmark. This 

feature has been interpreted as part of a large palaeochannel sequence given the close 

proximity to the River Thames to the west.  
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2 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Aims 

2.1.1 The evaluation aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and 

quality of any archaeological remains within the development; 

ii. To assess vulnerability/sensitivity of any exposed remains;  

iii. To determine the potential of the Site to provide palaeoenvironmental and/or 

economic evidence; 

iv. To provide sufficient information on the archaeological potential of the site to 

enable the archaeological implications of any proposed developments to be 

assessed; 

v. To assess the impact of previous land use on the Site;  

vi. To inform a strategy to avoid or mitigate impacts of any proposed development 

on surviving archaeological remains;  

vii. To disseminate the results through the production of a site archive for 

deposition with an appropriate museum and to provide information for 

accession to the Oxfordshire HER.  

2.2 Specific aims and objectives 

2.2.1 The specific aims and objectives of the evaluation are: 

viii. To investigate further areas of prehistoric remains identified within the wider site 

area. 

ix. Investigate the two east-west linear features identified in the geophysical survey 

running through the site that appears to represent a ditch and wider palaeochannel 

sequence. 

2.2.2 The programme of archaeological investigation was conducted within the general 

research parameters and objectives defined by ‘Solent-Thames Research Framework 

for the Historic Environment Resource Assessments and Research Agendas’ (Hey and 

Hind 2014). 

2.3 Methodology 

2.3.1 The works involved the excavation of twenty-seven trenches on the site of the 

proposed new residential development, which represents a 2% sample of the 

development area. The trenches were 30m in length and 1.8m wide and laid out based 

on the locations shown in Fig. 2. Trench 27 was slightly longer, 50m in length and 1.8m 

wide, in order to provide a cross-section across the potential palaeochannel sequence. 

The trenches were laid using a GPS in their proposed locations, except where slight 

adjustments were necessary due to ground conditions or site obstructions. 

2.3.3 The trenches were excavated using a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless 

bucket under the direct supervision of an archaeologist. Machining continued in spits 

down to the top of the undisturbed natural geology or the first archaeological horizon 

dependent upon which was encountered first. Once archaeological deposits were 

exposed, further excavation was undertaken by hand. The exposed surface was 
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sufficiently clean to establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains. A 

sample of each feature or deposit type were excavated and recorded in order to 

characterise any remains.  

2.3.4 Upon agreement with Gerry Wait, Archaeological Consultant and Richard Oram, 

Planning Archaeologist OCC, the trenches were backfilled.  
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3 RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 

3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a stratigraphic 

description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of 

all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A.  

3.1.2 Context numbers reflect the trench numbers unless otherwise stated e.g. pit 102 is a 

feature within Trench 1, while ditch 304 is a feature within Trench 3. 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 

3.2.1 The soil sequence between all trenches was fairly uniform. The natural geology of 

chalk with patches of brown/yellow silty sand was overlain by a brown/orange silty 

sandy or clayey subsoil, which in turn was overlain by dark brown silty sandy 

ploughsoil.  

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good and the trenches 

remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were easy to 

identify against the underlying natural geology. 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 

3.3.1 Archaeological features were present in Trenches 8, 14 and 20.  In addition, a possible 

levelled headland was found within Trench 27. The rest of the trenches contained no 

archaeological finds or features. The trenches that were devoid of archaeological 

features will not be discussed any further.   

3.3.2 A 4m spread of contaminated ground was discovered in Trench 22 and an area of 

modern disturbance was found in Trench 27.  

3.4 Trench 8 (Fig. 3, Fig. 6: Section 800 and Plate 1) 

3.4.1 Trench 8 contained a single ditch (803) orientated north-south that was 1m wide and 

0.15m deep, with gently sloping sides and a flat base. This ditch had one fill, a light 

brown silty sand (803) which contained animal bone. Ditch 803 was located under a 

0.08m layer of subsoil (801). This feature may have been an eroded furrow or field 

drainage ditch.  

3.5 Trench 14 (Fig. 4, Fig. 6: Section 1400 and Plate 2) 

3.5.1 Trench 14 contained a possible east-west hedgeline (1403), which was 0.45m wide and 

0.15m deep. This feature was partly exposed, although uneven sides and an 

undulating base were seen in profile. This feature had one fill (1403) a light brown 

clayey silt that produced no finds. It was sealed under a 0.40m layer of subsoil (1401) 

and ploughsoil (1400).  

3.6 Trench 20 (Fig. 5, Fig.6: Section 2000 and Plate 3) 

3.6.1 Trench 20 contained a ditch (2003) running east-west, which was 1.75m wide and 

0.20m deep. This ditch had sloping sides and a concave base, with one fill (2004) a grey 

brown silty clay. This ditch was located under 0.12m of a brownish orange silty clay 
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subsoil (2001) and ploughsoil (2000).  This ditch may have been a former field 

boundary or drainage ditch.   

3.7 Trench 27 (Fig. 7; Plate 4) 

3.7.1 Trench 27 was located to investigate the large east-west cropmark feature initially 

thought to represent a palaeochannel sequence.  No features or channel deposits 

were observed within this trench, although the subsoil (2701, a brown orange silty clay 

with chalk flecks), did vary in depth from 0.35m at the south and northern ends but 

rose to 0.8m within the centre of the trench to form a ridge. The ploughsoil was a dark 

brown silty sand (2700), which was 0.35m deep and below the subsoil was the natural 

off-white chalk.  

3.7.2 A thick layer of subsoil was recorded towards the centre of the trench, which created 

a small linear ridge (plate 4). This may have been created from successive phases of 

ploughing which appeared to form a headland. This headland may have been levelled 

through later ploughing of the site.  

3.8 Finds summary 

3.8.1 Two pieces of animal bone were found within context 804, which was a fill of ditch 

803. Apart from those two pieces of bone, no other finds were recovered during the 

evaluation.  
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4 DISCUSSION 

4.1 Reliability of field investigation 

4.1.1 The weather and ground conditions for the evaluation were generally good, and there 

was no flooding or any adverse circumstances which would have compromised the 

reliability of the field investigation. In addition the machining was carried out cleanly 

with good visibility of features and deposits in the trenches.  

4.1.2 The evaluation demonstrated the presence of several undated archaeological remains 

which may be associated with a medieval and post-medieval use of the site. The 

evaluation revealed a surprisingly little archaeological features considering the wider 

area has a high-density of multi-period occupation.  It may be that the site was 

historically use for agricultural purposes and was not a main focus of settlement 

activity.   

4.2 Interpretation 

4.2.1 It is likely that that furrow 803, ditch 2003, hedgeline 1403 and the remains of a 

headland in Trench 27 may relate to medieval/early post-medieval field boundaries 

and field systems. In Section 1.3, it was noted that in 1797 the site was part of a larger 

open field with an east-west hedgeline associated with housing plots north of The 

Street (Fig. 7).  

4.2.2 A ridge of east-west subsoil was observed in the centre of Trench 27 and may indicate 

the partly levelled remains of a headland. This ridge may have been created from the 

build-up of soil from the turning of the plough and marks the southern end of an open-

field system. A possible hedgeline (1403) was observed in Trench 14 orientated east-

west. This is on the same alignment as the possible headland and may mark the 

existence of a hedgerow which demarcated the edge of a field boundary.  

4.2.3 Ditch 803 was orientated north-south, 1m wide with a shallow profile and only 0.15m 

deep. This may be the shallow remains of a furrow which ran parallel to Benson Road 

to the west and perpendicular to the headland feature that was observed in Trench 

27. As this possible furrow is so shallow it may indicate why others have not been 

found on this site, as features may have been truncated by later ploughing.  

4.2.4 Ditch 2003 was aligned east-west and located c.80m north of the NW-SE road known 

as ‘The Street’ to the south of the site. It is possible that this ditch may be the eroded 

remains of a field boundary ditch. This possible east-west ditch was seen extending 

eastwards across the site in the results of the geophysical survey (Fig. 2). This ditch 

may have marked the separation between the housing plots associated with The Street 

and agricultural land to the north.   

4.3 Conclusion 

4.3.1 The east-west feature indicated on the satellite imagery appears to have been a raised 

headland and not a palaeochannel as initially thought.  

4.3.2 The evaluation established a limited number of archaeological features including a 

possible furrow, a ditch, a hedgeline and the remains of a headland. These features 
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were undated although most likely they relate to the medieval and post-medieval use 

of the site as agricultural fields. The site appears to have a limited potential for 

archaeological remains despite being located in an area of high potential and intensive 

multi-period occupation.  
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 

 

 

Trench 1 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

100 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

101 Layer  - 0.12 Subsoil – brown silty sand. 

Chalk flecks. 

- - 

102 Layer - - Natural –White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 2 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.65 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

201 Layer  - 0.40 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

202 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 3 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

300 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

301 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

302 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 4 

General description Orientation E-W 
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

400 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

401 Layer  - 0.12 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

402 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 5 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

500 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

501 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

502 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 6 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.25 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

600 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

601 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

602 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 7 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

700 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 
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701 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

702 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 8 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench contained one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.28 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

800 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

801 Layer  - 0.08 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

802 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

803 Cut 1.00 0.15 Ditch, linear, runs N-S. 

Shallow. Gently sloped 

sides, flat base. 

- - 

804 Fill of 

803 

1.00 0.15 Sole fill of ditch 803. Light 

brown silty sand. 

Bone. - 

 

Trench 9 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

900 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

901 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

902 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 10 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1000 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 
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1001 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1002 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 11 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.38 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1100 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1101 Layer  - 0.18 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1102 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 12 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying a 

natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.25 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1200 Layer - 0.25 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1201 Layer - - Natural –Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 13 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1300 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1301 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1302 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 14 

General description Orientation E-W 
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Trench contains a probable hedge line. Consists of topsoil and 

subsoil overlying a natural geology of chalk and sandy silt. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.70 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1400 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

1401 Layer  - 0.40 Subsoil – Light greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

1402 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

light greyish brown silty 

sand patches. 

- - 

1403 Cut 0.45 0.15 Probable hedge line, linear, 

runs E-W. Partially 

exposed. Shallow. Uneven 

sides and undulating base. 

- - 

1404 Fill of 

1403 

0.45 0.15 Sole fill of probable hedge 

line 1403. Light greyish 

brown clayey silt. 

- - 

 

Trench 15 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Asbestos in western end. Consists 

of topsoil and subsoil overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty 

sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.42 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1500 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1501 Layer  - 0.12 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1502 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 16 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.78 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1600 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1601 Layer  - 0.48 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1602 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 17 



  
 

Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire    V1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 15 22 October 2018 

 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1700 Layer - 0.45 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1701 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1702 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 18 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.26 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1800 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1801 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1802 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 19 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Patch of modern disturbance in 

center. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying a natural geology 

of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.55 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1900 Layer - 0.35 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

1901 Layer  - 0.20 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

1902 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 20 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench contained one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.52 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 
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2000 Layer - 0.40 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2001 Layer  - 0.12 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

2002 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

2003 Cut 1.75 0.20 Ditch, linear, runs E-W. 

Shallow. Gradually sloped 

sides, concave base. 

- - 

2004 Fill of 

2003 

1.75 0.20 Sole fill of ditch 2003. 

Greyish brown clayey silt. 

- - 

 

Trench 21 

General description Orientation ENE-

WSW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and sandy silt. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.48 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2100 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil – Dark greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

2101 Layer  - 0.14 Subsoil – Light greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

2102 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

light greyish brown silty 

sand patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 22 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Asbestos spread, 4m, in center of 

trench. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying a natural geology 

of chalk and sandy silt. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.54 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2200 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

2201 Layer  - 0.24 Subsoil – Light greyish 

brown sandy silt. 

- - 

2202 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

light greyish brown silty 

sand patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 23 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.33 



  
 

Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire    V1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 17 22 October 2018 

 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2300 Layer - 0.18 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2301 Layer  - 0.15 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

2302 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 

 

Trench 24 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.52 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2400 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2401 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

2402 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 25 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2500 Layer - 0.32 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2501 Layer  - 0.08 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

2502 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 26 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 

overlying a natural geology of chalk and silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.28 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2600 Layer - 0.42 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2601 Layer  - 0.16 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 
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2602 Layer - - Natural – White chalk with 

brownish yellow silty sand 

patches. 

- - 

 

Trench 27 

General description Orientation N-S 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Modern disturbance in center of 

trench. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying a natural geology 

of chalk. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 2 

Avg. depth (m) 0.70 

Context 

No. 

Type Width 

(m) 

Depth 

(m) 

Description Finds Date 

2700 Layer - 0.34 Topsoil – Dark brown silty 

sand. 

- - 

2701 Layer  - 0.35 Subsoil – Brownish orange 

silty clay. Chalk flecks. 

- - 

2702 Layer - - Natural – Off-white chalk. - - 
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APPENDIX C             SITE SUMMARY DETAILS 

 

Site name: Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, Oxfordshire 

Site code: CRGIF18 

Grid Reference SU 61805 89483 

Type: Evaluation 

Date and duration: 3rd September and the 7th September 2018 (5 days) 

Area of Site 7.2ha 

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, 

Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museums 

in due course, under the following accession number: TBC. 

Summary of Results: In September 2018 Oxford Archaeology were commissioned by 

Triskelion Heritage on behalf of Bloor Homes to undertake an 

archaeological evaluation of the site of a proposed 7.2ha new 

residential development at Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, 

Wallingford, Oxfordshire.  

 

The evaluation revealed a limited number of negative features 

including a possible furrow, a ditch, a hedgeline and the remains 

of a headland. These features were undated although most likely 

they relate to the medieval and post-medieval use of the site as 

agricultural fields. The site appears to have a limited potential for 

archaeological features despite being located in an area of high 

potential and intensive multi-period occupation. 

 

 



Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 6: Selected sections
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Plate 1: Ditch 803 facing west (Section 800) 1m scale

Plate 2: Feature 1403 facing north (Section 1400) 1m scale
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Plate 3: Ditch 2003 facing west (Section 2000) 1m scale

Plate 4: Trench 27 facing north-east showing thicker subsoil in the centre 1m scale







 

   

 




