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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited by Ian Brodie, of The Friends of
the Lake District, to undertake an accurate survey of three bields located on the
common land of Little Asby Scar and Sunbiggin Tarn, Eden District, Cumbria (NGR
NY 68450 08700). This was undertaken in advance of the repair and consolidation of
three bields (Site 30, 32 and 63) and was in accordance with the recommendations of
an earlier survey report on the Asby common (OA North 2004). This required that a
mitigation survey be undertaken of all structures in advance of consolidation.

Each of the bields was subject to a fabric survey and was located with respect to local
topographic detail and other known adjacent archaeological sites. The descriptive
record of the construction, condition, survival and phasing which was produced in the
gazetteer of the previous archaeological assessment report has been enhanced.

The current phase of recording has been sufficient to record the nature of the bields
prior to reconstruction. The bields in question are ideal candidates for reconstruction,
as there was enough of the original walling surviving to determine the original form of
the structures. In addition, there was no evidence of earlier building foundations found
surviving beneath any of the bields. Where practicable, it is recommended that the
bields be rebuilt out of the original collapsed wall material and in the same style of
construction as the rest of the bield in question. The bields can be rebuilt on the
surviving footing base and, due to the relatively localised nature of the collapse, it
should not be necessary to reduce the bields to ground level in order to reconstruct
them back to their full height.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was invited by Ian Brodie of The
Friends of the Lake District to undertake an accurate fabric  survey (OA North,
2002) of three bields (bields 30, 32 and 63) located on the common land of
Little Asby Scar and Sunbiggin Tarn, Eden District, Cumbria, which was
centred upon NY 68450 08700. The work followed on from an earlier survey of
Little Asby Common (OA North 2004) and the present study was undertaken in
May and August 2005. The work was required in order to provide a mitigative
record of the structures in advance of the proposed rebuilding and repair of the
monuments by the Friends of the Lake District, and was in accordance with the
recommendations of the earlier report. In addition, the survey was required to
assess the buildings and determine if they included earlier extant fabric that
would need to be left undisturbed in the course of the consolidation works. This
recognises that some relatively recent bields have been constructed on much
older structures.

1.1.2 The bields have been subject to a fabric survey and have been recorded by plan,
location and photograph and the results of the recording programme are
presented below.
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.1.1 A programme of fabric survey to record the present state of three bields on
Little Asby Common prior to their reconstruction and consolidation (Fig 1) was
undertaken in accordance with the recommendations of the earlier report
(OA North 2004) and a verbal brief by Cumbria County Council
Archaeological Service (CCCAS).

2.2 FABRIC SURVEY

2.2.1 A fabric survey was undertaken of the three bields (Sites 30, 32 and 63); Sites
30 and 32 were surveyed in May 2005 and Site 63 was surveyed in August
2005. The survey was carried out using an Elta 3 total station and the data was
captured using a Husky logger;  the data were transferred via DXF file format,
into a CAD system (AutoCAD 14), and was then superimposed onto the digital
Ordnance Survey data (Fig 3). The resulting drawing files were annotated in the
field and enhanced later in the CAD system. The survey consisted of an outline
hachure plan of the earthworks and structures of the bields, together with
enhanced written descriptions of each element.

2.2.2 A full photographic record was also made of the fabric of each bield and any
principle earthwork features along with its local topographical context. The
record was recorded in 35mm black and white print format, colour slides, and
also digital colour photography; the digital photographs were used to
accompany the present report.

2.3 ARCHIVE

2.3.1 A full archive has been produced to a professional standard in accordance with
current English Heritage guidelines (1991) and the Guidelines for the
Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (UKIC 1990). The
project archive represents the collation and indexing of all the data and material
gathered during the course of the project. The archive is provided in the English
Heritage Centre for Archaeology format, both as a printed document and
digitally. A synopsis, including the index to the archive and a copy of the
report, will be placed in the Cumbria Historic Environment Record; Kendal and
an additional copy of the report will be deposited in the County Record Office
(CRO Kendal).
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3.  RESULTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 The descriptive record of the construction, condition survival and phasing of
the three bields, which was produced in the gazetteer of the previous
archaeological assessment report (OA North 2004), has been enhanced and is
presented  below. Selected  examples of the photographic record have been
incorporated into this report (Plates 1-8).

3.2 DESCRIPTIVE RECORD OF THE BIELDS

3.2.1 Bield 30: the site was first identified, along with the quarry immediately to the
south of it (Site 31), from the Ordnance Survey 1st edition map (1863) and was
named ‘Howes Bield’. It consists of a large C-shaped bield orientated roughly
east/west and measures approximately 40m long by 1.1m high and 0.8m-1m
wide (Fig 3, Plate 1). The western 11m of the wall has been removed down to
foundation level and is mostly grass covered (Plate 3). There is an additional
short spur of grass-covered foundation on the outer-western side of the bield
foundation which runs for an additional 3.5m. To the immediate south of the
bield, on the downslope side, are four large quarry scoops (Site 31) which have
been partially used for the construction of the bield but also the enclosure walls
around Mazon Wath Farm to the south. The quarries vary in size from the
largest 20m in diameter and 1.10m deep to the smallest being 13m in diameter
by 1.20m deep.

3.2.2 The bield was constructed of small to medium sized flat angular and thicker
sub-angular quarried limestone pavement blocks which have been built together
into rough courses, now surviving up to nine courses high (Plate 2). Smaller
stones have been used in the build at the top of the wall but, significantly, there
were no coping stones evident. Two rows of non-protruding through stones
were evident at the eastern end. The bield survives in a partially ruinous state,
both the west and to a lesser extent the east ends of the bield have suffered
collapse down to foundation level, and in the centre there is collapse where the
bield is lying right on the edge of one of the quarry scoops (Fig 3).
Significantly, there is relatively little collapse associated with the north-western
ruined section, which suggests that the stone material has been robbed from that
part of the site. This could have served to repair / raise the eastern part of the
bield, or have been robbed for other nearby bields. The tops of parts of the
structure have significantly smaller stone material, by comparison with the rest
of the bield, and would suggest that it has been subject to localised repair.  The
fact that through stones are present only at the eastern end, would suggest that
the western and eastern ends of the structure were products of different
episodes of construction, and it is probable that the western end was built as a
later repair. However, there is no evidence of the bield re-using the foundations
of earlier more significant archaeological structures in its construction.

3.2.3 The bield was intended as a stock shelter and would have afforded shelter from
the elements coming from a southerly direction, though to a lesser extent from a
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northerly direction. The shelter is only 1.1m high and was evidently intended to
provide protection for sheep rather than cattle.

3.2.4 Bield 32: the site was first identified and named ‘Bield’ on the Ordnance
Survey (OS) 1st edition map (1863), but was only seen in it’s present
configuration from the OS 3rd edition mapping (1920), and consists of a C-
shaped bield orientated roughly north/south. It measures approximately 23m
long by 0.75m wide and 1.2m high, and had coping stones on top of it (Fig 4,
Plate 4). The bield has a wall abutting onto it from the south that is 13m long
and again is 1.2m high; this wall is not shown on the Ordnance Survey 1st
edition mapping and is a later addition, being constructed at some time prior to
the OS 3rd edition map (1920).

3.2.5 The bield was constructed of small to medium sized angular and sub-angular
quarried limestone blocks which have been built together into moderately even
but sinuous courses, which are now surviving up to fourteen courses high with
diagonally stacked coping stones on top (Plate 6). There is evidence of four
courses of slightly protruding through-stones within the build. In addition, there
is a small area of orthostatic walling evident on the north side of the eastern end
of the main bield wall (Fig 4, Plate 6). The orthostatic walling is part of the
main construction of the wall and consists of limestone bedrock slabs levered
from the exposed pavement immediately below it; this walling is not indicative
of an earlier phase of construction on the site. It is evident from the Ordnance
Survey mapping that there were at least two phases of construction to the bield,
with the original C-shaped wall (pre 1863) and later butting linear wall
(approximately 1898-1920); however, the bield must have been rebuilt at some
point later in the twentieth century as it is in almost pristine condition, unlike
every almost every other bield on the common (Plate 5). The only area of
considerable collapse is on the northern end of the bield, where the collapsed
stones have been stacked in a pile ready for wall reconstruction. There is no
evidence of the bield re-using the foundations of earlier more significant
archaeological structures in its construction.

3.2.6 As with Bield 30, Bield 32 was intended as a stock shelter. In its latest
configuration, its complex almost ‘Y’ shape, would have afforded shelter from
weather coming from almost any direction. The shelter is only 1.2m high and
was evidently intended to provide protection for sheep rather than cattle.

3.2.7 Bield 63: the site was first recognised on the current OS digital raster mapping
(1970s) onwards, although it is a matter of debate as to whether it was
contemporary with other similar bields upon the common, which were for the
most part constructed in the nineteenth century. It is possible that this bield was
also of this period but had been ignored by the early era of Ordnance Survey
mapping. It consists of a small curving L-shaped bield and measures
approximately 14m long by 1m wide and up 1.3m high (Fig 5, Plate 7).

3.2.8 The bield was constructed of small to medium sized sub-angular quarried
limestone blocks. The wall is moderately to loosely constructed in uneven
courses and survives up to nine courses high with no coping stones evident
(Plate 7). The bield is similar in constructional style to bield 30, although it
survives in a much more denuded state. There is evidence of stone collapse
around the entire of the outside of the surviving wall and the wall has seriously
collapsed either side of the corner of the L and also on the eastern end (Plate 8).
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There is no evidence for the use of through stones to stabilise the structure and
there is also no evidence of the bield re-using the foundations of earlier
archaeological structures in its construction.

3.2.9 The bield was intended as a stock shelter and would have afforded shelter from
the elements coming from a south or westerly direction. The shelter is only
1.3m high and was probably intended to provide protection for sheep rather
than cattle.
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4.  DISCUSSION

4.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIELDS

4.1.1 The exposed nature of the limestone scars on the unenclosed common has
prompted a need for the construction of numerous bields and sheepfolds. The
vast majority of these features will be post-medieval in date, however,
favourable locations may have been re-used time and time again to keep stock
sheltered. Therefore, the siting of the bields may have had older origins with
the potential for re-use of earlier building foundations and, in some instances, a
sheepfold or stock bield will be constructed on earlier domestic structures.

4.1.2 The bields which have been subject to topographic survey form a distinct
grouping of moderately well surviving stock bields on a band of outcropping
limestone in the dog-leg of the moorland roads on the common (Fig 2),
although there are a profusion of other such structures in varying states of
decay elsewhere upon the common. The condition and form of the bields
suggest that they were of later post-medieval date and two of them were
constructed prior to the OS first edition map (1863) map, while Bield 63 was
not shown prior to the current OS 1:10,000 mapping (1970’s onwards) but was
probably also of nineteenth century date. None of them were constructed on
earlier foundations and, therefore, they are of relatively low archaeological
significance.

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

4.2.1 The current phase of recording has been sufficient to record the nature of Bields
30, 32 and 63 prior to their reconstruction. These examples are ideal candidates
for reconstruction, as there was enough of the original walling surviving to
indicate the original form of the structures. In addition there was no evidence of
earlier more significant building foundations found surviving beneath any of
the bields.

4.2.2 Where practicable it is recommended that the bields be constructed from the
original collapsed wall material and in the same style of construction as the rest
of the bield in question. The bields can be re-built on the surviving footing base
and, due to relatively localised nature of the collapse, it should not be necessary
to reduce the bields to ground level in order to reconstruct them back to their
full height.
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Plate 1: General view of Bield 30, looking north.

Plate 2: Detailed view of the western end of Bield 30, looking north-east



Plate 3: Detailed view of the wall foundation on the western end of Bield 30,looking
south-east.

Plate 4: General view of Bield 32, looking north-west.



Plate 5: General view of Bield 32, looking north.

Plate 6: Detailed view of the eastern end of Bield 32, looking south-west.
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