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Summary

In October 2016 Oxford Archaeology carried out an archaeological excavation for
Orion  Heritage,  on  behalf  of  Hallam  Land  Management  and  Bloor  Homes
Consortium,  on  land  north-west  of  Shottery,  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Warwickshire.
This is the second phase of excavation carried out in relation to the development. 

Two separate areas were mechanically stripped, both of which uncovered extensive
evidence of ridge and furrow, the characteristic traces of long-term medieval and
post-medieval open field agriculture. Twelve features interpreted as tree-throw holes
were also recorded, possibly representing an earlier episode of tree clearance.

No significant archaeological remains were identified. 
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1  INTRODUCTION

   Scope of work
1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Orion Heritage, on behalf of Hallam

Land and Bloor Homes Consortium, to undertake an archaeological excavation of the
site of a proposed residential development. 

1.2 Outline planning permission had been granted for the development of Land West of
Shottery  (Planning  Ref:  S09/02196/OUT).  An  evaluation  trenching  programme  had
previously  been  completed  to  investigate  the  archaeological  potential  of  the
development site (OA 2014). This found evidence for significant archaeological remains
in the southern part of the site, on land to the west of Hogarth Road, Shottery, where an
archaeological  excavation  (Phase  1)  was  subsequently  undertaken (Simmonds and
Martin forthcoming). An area in the northern part of the site, just south of Alcester Road,
was also thought to be of potential archaeological interest and this was the focus of
Phase 2 of the excavations. 

1.3 The  scope  of  work  was  defined  by  Rob  Bourn  (Orion  Heritage)  in  discussion  with
Stratford-upon-Avon District Council. OA produced a Written Scheme of Investigation
detailing how these requirements would be implemented (OA 2016). 

1.4 This  document describes the results  of  the excavation,  presents the findings of  the
artefactual, and makes recommendations for the dissemination of the report.

   Location, topography and geology
1.1 The site lay north-west of Shottery, Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire, centred at grid

reference SP 1740 5520 (Fig.  1). The development area encompassed a total  of  c
33ha, arranged in two blocks with a proposed link road connecting them. Two areas in
the northern part of the site were targeted for excavation, amounting to a total area of
0.81ha (Fig. 2). The site was bounded by West Green Drive to the east, Alcester Road
to the north and fields to the south and west.

1.2 The site is on a north-east facing slope sloping down from a maximum elevation of 65m
OD to 42m OD alongside West Green Drive.

1.3 The  geology  is  mapped  as  Blue  Lias  Formation   (British  Geological  Survey  online
viewer).

   Archaeological and historical background
1.1 A desk-based  assessment  carried  out  by  CgMs Consulting  (Bourn  2008)  found  no

indication of any previous archaeological work having been carried out on the site or
any records within the site on the Warwickshire Historic Environment Record. 

1.2 The southern part of the development area seems to have included a locally important
and  long-lived  burial  ground  in  the  prehistoric  period.  The  Phase  1  excavation
uncovered evidence for a Mesolithic flint scatter, a middle Neolithic pit group associated
with Peterborough Ware and including a cremation burial, a Beaker pit and a plough-
levelled barrow or ring ditch containing a central cremation burial and satellite burials,
which radiocarbon dates placing them at the early/middle Bronze Age transition. 

1.3 There  are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  settlement  dating  to  the  2nd-4th  centuries,
overlooking the River Avon,  c 700m to the south-west. A second possible settlement
has also been recorded  c 700m to the west. Closer to the site a number of  pottery
sherds and tile fragments were found during a watching brief on a pipeline c 100m to
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the west. A small number of Roman boundary/ drainage ditches was found in the Phase
1 excavation.  

1.4 Shottery is first mentioned by name in a charter of Offa, King of Mercia, dating from
between c AD 699 and 709, in which he granted 33 hides to the church of Worcester.
Early forms of the placename (Scotta rith in 699-709 and Scotbroc in 1086) suggests
that  there may have been an Irish (then called Scotti)  settlement based around the
Shottery  Brook  at  an  unknown  date  prior  to  the  late  7th  century.  The  boundary
landmarks recorded in the charter indicate that the estate extended from Bordon Hill
north-west  to  the  Roman  Road  from  Alcester  to  Stratford  (the  modern  A46),
encompassing  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  River  Avon,  probably  including  the  later
medieval  parishes  of  Binton,  Luddington,  Drayton  and  Ruin  Clifford.  Settlement  is
assumed to have been concentrated in the area around the church. However, early
Anglo-Saxon settlement remains were found in the Phase 1 excavations, including a
sunken-featured building, a hearth and postholes suggesting a building. Perhaps the
most unusual feature is a small  (9.5m x 6.5m) rectangular  ditched enclosure,  found
close to the Shottery Brook, which was radiocarbon dated to the Anglo-Saxon period.
Finds included two bone combs and loomweight fragments. These were found close to
the Shottery Brook and in the same area as a prehistoric burial mound, either of which
may have acted as a focus for settlement in the early Anglo-Saxon period. 

1.5 The  medieval  village  lay  to  the  north-east  and south-east  of  the  site.  There  are  a
number of blocks of ridge and furrow recorded in the vicinity of the site but none within
it. Much of the site was in agricultural use during the post-medieval period. 

1.6 Geophysical survey summary results

1.7 A geophysical survey was conducted over the development site by Northamptonshire
Archaeology in April 2010 on behalf of CgMs Ltd. The magnetometer survey produced
evidence  of  medieval  ridge-and-furrow  field  cultivation  in  all  the  fields  surveyed,
confirming that it was part of Shottery’s medieval open field system and that it had been
in agricultural use since at least that period. In addition, field boundaries and a small
structure  shown  on  the  1st  Edition  Ordnance  Survey  map  were  also  identified.
However, no significant archaeological features were identified.

1.8 Evaluation trenching summary results

1.9 A total of 153 trenches were excavated (OA 2014).  The trenches revealed a very low
density  of  archaeological  features,  potentially  significant  archaeology  being  found
mainly in the south-eastern fields, near the Shottery Brook, which were the focus of the
Phase 1 excavation.  Artefacts  were very sparsely distributed,  such that  most  of  the
features identified could not be assigned even to a broad archaeological period with
any confidence. No artefacts at all were recovered from features in the northern part of
the site, which is the target of the Phase 2 excavations. Traces of plough furrows were
visible in many of the evaluation trenches.
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

   Aims
2.1 The primary objectives of the strip map and sample excavation strategy were:

▪ To mitigate the effect of the development in the vicinity of Arden Heath Farm on
any surviving buried archaeological remains through, archaeological investigation
and recording,  analysis  of  the  excavated data,  publication  of  the  results,  and
deposition of an ordered project archive with a local museum (‘preservation by
record’);

▪ To enable  the  archaeological  data  from the  site  to  be  placed within  its  local,
regional and national context.

2.2 The specific aims and objectives were:

▪ To determine the nature, date, extent and character of the linear features found in
the geophysical survey;

▪ To  determine  the  nature,  date  and  duration  of  activity  represented  by  any
revealed remains;

▪ To examine any social,  economic  and cultural  relationships  evidenced by the
surviving archaeological and palaeoenvironmental remains.

   Methodology
2.1 Site-specific methodologies were as follows:

▪ The two excavation areas, totalling 0.81ha, were excavated using a 360° tracked
excavator  with  a  toothless  bucket  under  the  direct  supervision  of  an
archaeologist.  The larger, western area was 0.66ha in size,  while the smaller,
eastern area was 0.15ha (Fig. 2).

▪ Machine excavation was undertaken in spits down to the top of the undisturbed
natural clay or the first significant archaeological horizon depending upon which
was  encountered  first.  Once the  archaeological  horizon was exposed,  further
excavation was by hand and the appropriate use of the machine.    

▪ The exposed surface was cleaned in order to establish the presence or absence
of  archaeological  remains.  A few possible  features  containing  wood  charcoal
were interpreted as tree-throw holes.  

▪ An  environmental  sampling  plan  was  prepared  by  the  Project  Officer,  in
discussion  with  OA Head of  Environmental  Archaeology  (Rebecca  Nicholson)
and the Project Manager (Stuart Foreman).

2.2 Because of the presence of a public footpath bisecting the eastern excavation area, a
strip approximately 4m wide, running the full length of the area, was left unexcavated in
order to maintain public access.

2.3 Plans and sections of the excavated features were drawn at a scale of either 1:20 or
1:50. All features were photographed using colour digital formats. All excavation and
recording followed procedures laid down in the OA Fieldwork Manual (Wilkinson 1992).
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3  SITE DESCRIPTION

   General
3.1 The two excavation areas are described separately. The finds are presented in Section

4 and the discussion and conclusions in Section 5.

   Western Area
3.1 This area was L-shaped in plan and measured 130 x 75m (Fig. 3, Plate 5).

3.2 The underlying natural geology, a light brown clay (503), was encountered at a depth of
0.4-0.6m below the current ground level. This was exposed throughout the whole of the
area. Visible within the surface of this layer was a series of parallel features aligned
NW-SE and measuring 1-4m wide. The alignment of these features, combined with the
composition of  their  fills,  indicated that  these were the bases of  plough furrows. No
dating evidence was visible within the fills.

3.3 Also observed cut into the surface of the natural were a number of irregular features
ranging from 0.3-1.0m wide and 0.08-0.3m deep (506, 508. 510, 512, 517, 523, 525,
527, 529, 531, 533 and 535). No artefactual dating evidence was recovered from any of
the features, but the presence of charcoal flecking and burnt stones within the majority
of the fills suggest that they were three-throw holes and provide evidence for woodland
clearance,  probably immediately preceding establishment of  the medieval  open field
system.

3.4 All the features were sealed by a layer of mid grey-brown silty clay up to 0.35m deep,
comprising the plough soil horizon infilling the medieval/post-medieval plough furrows
(502). 

3.5 Cutting this horizon and running parallel to the furrows along the eastern edge of the
area were three parallel ditches aligned NW-SE (504, 514 and 519).

3.6 The westernmost ditch (504) had steeply sloping sides with a concave base, measuring
0.9m wide and 0.46m deep (Fig. 5, Section 1; Plate 1). Filling it was an organic heavy

dark grey silty clay (505), which produced fragments of  abraded post-medieval brick
and glazed earthenware pottery.

3.7 Located 4m to the east was a 0.77m wide, 0.26m deep ditch, again with steeply sloping
sides and a concave base (514; Fig. 5, Section 2; Plate 2). The base was filled by a

0.14m thick deposit of light yellow clay (516), with the remainder filled by a 0.12m deep
layer of dark brown silty clay (515) that produced a fragment of post-medieval pottery
and abraded fragments of brick.

3.8 Ditch  519  was  located  2.2m  further  east,  running  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the
excavated area, and measured 0.87m wide and 0.3m deep. It had steeply sloping sides
with a V-shaped profile (Fig. 5, Section 3; Plate 3). It was filled by a light yellow clay

(520), similar to the lower fill of ditch 514.

3.9 In the south-west corner of the area, the furrows were cut by ditch 521, which extended
at  an  approximate  right  angle  to  the  other  ditches  (Fig.  5,  Section  4;  Plate  4).  It

measured 1.2m wide and 0.55m deep, with steeply sloping sides and a concave base.
The ditch contained a single fill, a dark grey sandy clay (522), from which fragments of
modern pottery were recovered.
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3.10 Also observed at this horizon was a rectangular grid of land drains which appear to
have been improvised using a mixture of machine-extruded ceramic pipes and broken
pantiles.  

3.11 Sealing these features and the earlier ploughsoil was the present day ploughsoil, a mid
grey layer of silty clay, up to 0.3m thick (501). Many abraded fragments of ceramic tile
were noted within this  layer,  but  it  is  probable  that  they represent  plough-disturbed
fragments of the land drains noted above.

   Eastern Area
3.1 This was located at the base of the slope adjacent to West Green Drive (Fig. 4) and

measured  c 60 x  40m.  As noted in  the methodology this  was bisected by a public
footpath (Plate 6).

3.2 The natural clay (503) was exposed at a depth of 0.4-55m below the current ground
level. Cutting the surface of the natural were a series of parallel NE-SW aligned furrows
running down the length of the slope. The measured c 2.5m wide and were spaced at
intervals of  c 8m across the full width of the area. As in the western area no dating
evidence was recovered from any of the fills. No other features were observed at this
level.

3.3 Sealing the furrow bases and the natural was a 0.28m deep layer of mid grey-brown
silty  clay  (538),  an  earlier  ploughsoil  horizon  associated  with  the  plough  furrows.
Overlying this was the modern ploughsoil, a layer of mid grey silty clay up to 0.3m thick
(537).
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4  FINDS REPORTS

   Pottery

by John Cotter
4.1 A total of four sherds of pottery weighing 45g were recovered. The dates of the fabrics

show  that  the  entire  assemblage  is  of  post-medieval  origin.  The  close  dating  and
sparsity of the assemblage suggest that it is of low potential and requires no further
work. 

Context Description Date
505 A single sherd from a cup or drinking vessel in black

glazed red ware (PMVL), 3g
AD 1550-1750

515 A small sherd of pearl ware (PEAR), 1g AD 1780-1840
522 Two sherds of high quality transfer-printed ware

(TPW) from a saucer or side plate foot ring,
decorated blue.

Rim sherd of Staffordshire combed slipware dish
(STSL)

42g Total weight

AD 1820-1840

AD 1700- 1800
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5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

   Discussion
5.1 The excavations have shown that no significant archaeological remains were present

within the two excavation areas. 

5.2 The  lack  of  finds  pre-dating  the  post-medieval  period  from  within  the  fills  of  the
features, or from either of the ploughsoil horizons, suggests that the area was at some
distance from any centres of  activity or  occupation.  Ditches 504, 514,  519 and 521
were all cut through the medieval/post-medieval ploughsoil. They all follow the same
alignment as the ridge and furrow and clearly form part of the medieval/post-medieval
open field system. Most of the ditches contained post-medieval pottery and tile. Ditch
521 is also clearly a field boundary ditch, possibly laid out in the 19th century when the
area was enclosed. Its projected alignment matches a surviving section of hedgerow to
the south of the excavation area. 

5.3 A number of irregular, charcoal-flecked features were interpreted as tree throw holes,
perhaps  indicating  an  episode  of  woodland  clearance.  No  dating  evidence  was
recovered, but their stratigraphic position below ploughsoil layer 502 indicates that they
pre-date the medieval and post-medieval open field system.

   Recommendations for dissemination
5.1 The stratigraphic and artefactual evidence has been fully analysed for the production of

this report and no further work is required. A copy of the report will be deposited with
the site  archive and a copy will  be submitted to Warwickshire Historic  Environment
Record in order to make the results of the excavation freely available.  The full report
will also be made available on OA's online library at http://library.thehumanjourney.net.  

   Acknowledgements
5.1 OA  would  like  to  thank  Rob  Bourn  of  Orion  Heritage,  who  commissioned  the

excavation.  The  excavation  was  supervised  by  Paul  Murray  and  Mike  Sims.  The
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the site plan and Markus Dylewski prepared the illustrations.
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APPENDIX A.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Context Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date

501 Layer 0.3m - Present day ploughsoil
soil

Land drain, brick, pottery C20th

502 Layer 0.1m-
0.3m

- Earlier worked/ disturbed
soil

Land drain Undated

503 Layer >0.6m - Natural clay - -

504 Cut 0.6m 1.4m Boundary ditch - C18th

505 Fill 0.6m 1.4m Backfill of ditch 504 Pottery, abraded brick C18th

506 Cut 0.4m 0.8m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

507 Fill 0.4m 0.8m Backfill of 506 - Undated

508 Cut 0.05m 0.2m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

509 Fill 0.05m 0.2m Backfill of 508 - Undated

510 Cut 0.08m 0.4m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

511 Fill 0.08m 0.4m Backfill of 510 - Undated

512 Cut 0.08m 0.3m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

513 Fill 0.08m 0.3m Backfill of 512 - Undated

514 Cut 0.26m 0.77m Drainage ditch - C19th

515 Fill 0.12m 0.77m Upper fill of ditch 514 Pottery C19th

516 Fill 0.16m 0.64m Lower fill of ditch 514 - Undated

517 Cut 0.3m 1.1m Probable tree-throw hole Charcoal Undated

518 Fill 0.3m 0.78 Backfill of 517 - Undated

519 Cut 0.3m 0.87m Drainage (?) ditch - Undated

520 Fill 0.12m 0.87m Fill of ditch 519 - Undated

521 Cut 0.56m 1.2m Drainage ditch - C19th

522 Fill 0.56m 1.2m Fill of ditch 521 Pottery C19th

523 Fill 0.1m 0.6m Irregular tree-throw hole - Undated

524 Fill 0.1m 0.6m Backfill of 523 - Undated

525 Cut 0.12m 0.4m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

526 Fill 0.12m 0.4m Backfill of 525 - Undated

527 Cut 0.22m 0.54m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

528 Fill 0.22m 0.54m Backfill of 527 - Undated

529 Cut 0.29m 0.83m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

530 Fill 0.29m 0.83m Backfill of 529 Charcoal Undated

531 Cut 0.16m 0.68m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

532 Fill 0.16m 0.68m Backfill of 531 Charcoal Undated

533 Cut 0.2m 0.5m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated

534 Fill 0.2m 0.5m Backfill of 533 Charcoal Undated

535 Cut 0.16m 0.37m Probable tree-throw hole - Undated
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Context Type Depth Width Comments Finds Date

536 Fill 0.16m 0.37m Backfill of 535 Charcoal Undated

537 Layer 0.28m - Current ploughsoil,
eastern area

Brick, pottery C20th

538 Layer 0.3m - Earlier ploughsoil, eastern
area

- Undated
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APPENDIX C.  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land West of Shottery, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire - Phase
2 Excavation

Site code: STWS 16

Grid reference: Centred on NGR SP 1740 5520

Type: Strip, map and sample

Date and duration: October 2016

Area of site: 0.8ha

Summary of results: The  investigation  uncovered  extensive  evidence  for  truncated
furrows from ridge-and- furrow cultivation and twelve features interpreted as tree-throw holes.
No other archaeological features were identified.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford,
OX2 0ES, and will  be deposited in due course with Warwickshire Museum under accession
code T1299.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 5: Sections
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Plate 1: Ditch 504

Plate 2: Ditch 514
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Plate 3: Ditch 519

Plate 4: Ditch 521
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Plate 5: Western Area, looking ast

Plate 6: Eastern Area, looking west



 

   

 


