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SUMMARY

Lancaster Constabulary propose to redevelop Lancaster Police Station, Thurnham
Street, Lancaster (centred on SD 4776 6161), through the replacement of the existing
carpark with a multi-storied and basemented structure (planning reference
1/05/00099/FUL). The site, measuring roughly 36m north/south by 33m east/west, lies
within an area of archaeological potential and, accordingly, Lancashire County
Archaeological Services (LCAS) requested that a watching brief be undertaken during
groundworks. Following submission of a project design, Oxford Archaeology North
(OA North) were commissioned by Cox Project Management, on behalf of Lancaster
Constabulary, to undertake the archaeological works. The watching brief was
undertaken between 26th May and 26th September 2005.

The groundworks were carried out in a number of phases; initially, two proof trenches
were required in advance of piling works along Marton Street and up the western
perimeter of the development site. Each proof trench was excavated in short sections
and to a depth at which natural ground was located, normally at around 2.5m below the
current ground level; any foundations of the previous police station were removed. A
sandstone wall, probably Victorian in origin and running parallel to the edge of the site
along Marton Street, was exposed in the southern proof trench (Proof Trench 1). Any
other potential archaeological remains that might have lain within the areas of these
trenches had evidently been truncated by the construction of the former police station
buildings in the 1960s, the footings for which were up to 3.6m in depth. The second
phase of groundworks comprised the bulk excavation of the development site in a
contiguous series of square ‘boxes’ that were filled with concrete to create the footings
for the new structure, and the removal of any 1960s footings in these areas.

During this ground reduction, close to the Marton Street frontage, a collection of glass
bottles was found on a surviving part of a cobbled cellar floor and a truncated flagstone
surface was also observed. Four wells, three of which had been backfilled, were
exposed at various points around the edge of the development site. One contained an
iron pipe, suggesting that a pump (presumably truncated by the 1960s police station)
had been installed. Three of these wells are likely to have served buildings known,
from cartographic sources, to have been built on the site between 1846 and 1890, but
the fourth, lying very close to George Street, may have served an earlier structure.

Although located adjacent to sites of significant archaeological interest, namely
Romano-British cremation burials, such as those on Penny Street and King Street (OA
North 2003), no Romano-British features were observed.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

1.1.1 Following proposals by Lancashire Constabulary (planning reference
1/05/00099/FUL) for a development at Lancaster Police Station, Thurnham
Street, Lancaster (centred on SD 47786 61468; Fig 1), Lancashire County
Archaeology Service (LCAS) were consulted regarding the requirement for an
associated programme of archaeological investigation. The proposed
development involves the demolition of the existing central carpark and its
replacement with a multi-storied basemented structure. The development site
covers an area roughly 36m north/south by 33m east/west, of which an area
25m long from the northern edge of Marton Street and encompassing the whole
33m width of the site, forms the basement of the proposed structure. Because
the development site lies within an area of archaeological potential, within the
southern reaches of medieval Lancaster and within an area thought to have
been used as a Roman cemetery, LCAS issued a brief (Appendix 1) requesting
that an archaeological watching brief be conducted during associated
groundworks. In accordance with this brief, a project design (Appendix 2) was
supplied by Oxford Archaeology North (OA North). The project design was
approved by LCAS, and OA North were duly commissioned by Cox Project
Management, on behalf of Lancashire Constabulary, to undertake the watching
brief.

1.1.2 This watching brief, undertaken between 26th May and 26th September 2005,
monitored the two main phases of groundworks on the site (Fig 2). The first
phase comprised the excavation of two proof trenches designed to test the
ground for its suitability for piling; Proof Trench 1 ran east/west along the
southern edge of the site, parallel to Marton Street, and Proof Trench 2 ran
north/south along the western boundary of the development site. Footings for
the 1960s police station building were also removed at this point. Following
installation of piles in the proof trenched area and the insertion of sill beams,
ground reduction within the basemented area of the site, indicated above,
(Section 1.1.1) was conducted. This ground reduction involved the removal of
any 1960s footings and excavation in a series of ‘boxes’, each filled with
reinforced concrete to form foundation footings before the next, immediately
adjacent box, was excavated. To account for the local topography, these
groundworks became increasingly shallow in a northerly direction. With the
exception of a small area at the northern end of the site, excavation within an
11m wide, unbasemented strip along the south of George Street was of very
limited depth. This report sets out the results of the watching brief in the form
of a short document.

1.2 LOCATION

1.2.1 The development site lies within the southern part of Lancaster town centre and
is bordered to the north by George Street, to the south by Marton Street and to
the east and west by the existing Police Station structures on Thurnham Street
and Penny Street respectively (Fig 2). The site occupies an area of
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approximately 1280m2 and is partially terraced into the hillside that slopes quite
strongly north to south, with George Street being a complete storey below
Marton Street.  There is also a slope east/west (Penny Street being lower than
Thurnham Street), but this is much less-marked.
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 The project design (Appendix 2), approved by LCAS, was adhered to in full and
the work was consistent with the relevant standards and procedures of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists and generally accepted best practice.

2.2 WATCHING BRIEF

2.2.1 Close liaison was maintained between OA North staff and the site contractors
during the watching brief. The programme of field observation accurately
recorded the location, extent, and character of any surviving archaeological
features. This work comprised observation during the groundworks, the
examination of any horizons exposed, and the accurate recording of all
archaeological features, horizons and any artefacts found during the
excavations. The groundworks were effected by a mechanical excavator using
both a concrete breaker and a toothed bucket.

2.2.2 The recording comprised a full description and preliminary classification of
features or structures revealed on OA North pro-forma sheets, and their accurate
location in plan. In addition, a photographic record in colour slide and
monochrome formats was compiled.

2.3 ARCHIVE

2.3.1 A full archive of the work undertaken has been produced to a professional
standard in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (English
Heritage 1991). The archive will be deposited in the Lancashire County Record
Office in Preston, and a copy of the report, together with an index to the
archive, will be forwarded to the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record.
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3.  BACKGROUND

3.1 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.1.1 The solid geology of Lancaster consists predominantly of Silesian (Upper
Carboniferous) grey/brown or reddened, medium- to coarse-grained sandstones
of the Pendle Grit Formation, which is part of the Millstone Grit Group (British
Geological Survey 1992). These sandstones are thickly-bedded with thin
siltstone partings, but with mixed sandstone/siltstone units near the top. The
drift geology has been mapped as glaciofluvial sheet deposits of clayey sands
and gravels. However, the soils in the vicinity of the specific site are classified
only as Urban by the Soil Survey (Ordnance Survey 1983) and otherwise
remain unclassified.

3.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.2.1 Introduction: this historical background is largely compiled from a client
report held in OA North’s archive (OA North 2003), a copy of which is
available from the Lancashire Sites and Monuments Record in Preston. It is
intended only as a brief summary of the archaeological development of the
settlement of Lancaster, with specific reference to the area of the development
site, where possible.

3.2.2 Prehistoric and Roman: there is scarce evidence of prehistoric activity within
the general vicinity, this being limited to find spots, recorded on the Sites and
Monuments Record, of three possible Bronze Age burials (OA North 2003).
The Roman period is well-evidenced in Lancaster as a whole, with a fort being
founded on Castle Hill in the AD 70s, but it was not until the reign of the
Emperor Hadrian in the early years of the second century AD that the
associated settlement grew and thrived (Shotter 1993). The full extent of the
Roman settlement is, as yet, unknown, but it seems to have extended almost as
far as Cheapside to the east, and to some distance south along the line of Penny
Street, close to which the present site is located. Romano-British burials have
been found in the southern part of the city, including cremations recovered
during excavations at 77-79 Penny Street (LUAU 1996) and 81 Penny Street
(OA North 2003). The distribution of Roman cremation and inhumation burials
from Penny Street, George Street, St Thomas’ Church (just to the south-west of
the present development area) and King Street, together forms an arc of
extramural burials to the south-west of the Roman settlement (OA North 2003)
and, it is within this arc that the proposed development site lies. The number of
burials around the southern end of Penny Street may pertain to a cemetery
flanking a major thoroughfare, a common feature of Roman towns.

3.2.3 Medieval: the early medieval period in Lancaster is represented
archaeologically by a hoard of ninth century AD coins (Northumbrian stycas)
found at Vicarage Fields near St Mary’s Church (Newman 1996, 102; Penney
1981, 13). Further evidence includes fragments of stone crosses from the
Priory Church, including a seventh century AD Anglian runic cross, which
implies the presence of an earlier church on that site (Mullineaux 2002).
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Lancaster is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086, the castle was built in
1094 and a borough was created in 1193, with Church Street and Penny Street,
being the main thoroughfares (OA North 2003). Penny Street is likely to have
extended to the west of the present development area down to the White Cross,
at the intersection of Penny Street and King Street and, it is possible, that the
present development area may lie within land occupied by typically long
medieval burgage plots.

3.2.4 Post-medieval: for the post-medieval period there are extensive cartographic
and documentary sources available, in addition to numerous excavations in the
area. The earliest map record is that produced by John Speed in 1610. This
shows Penny Street as a thoroughfare with continuous building along the
eastern side, including around the area of the existing police station building on
the Penny Street frontage; neither George Street nor Marton Street are yet in
existence. It seems likely that the area of the present development site is
unenclosed land, or part of Penny Street burgage plots (which, in common with
those of the town’s other streets, are not defined). Docton’s map (1957) is a
twentieth century reconstruction from an older map of the town as it was in
1684; this shows what appear to be burgage plots along the east side of Penny
Street and, a larger, possibly agricultural, plot of enclosed land occupying the
probable position of the present development site. Mackreth’s Map of 1778
indicates that the Penny Street properties within the area of the remaining
western police station building have large, sometimes formally laid-out,
gardens, which potentially run eastwards into the proposed development area.
Further east of the gardens, the land is undeveloped.

3.2.5 Clark’s plan of 1807 shows that George Street, adjoining Penny Street only by
an alley, now exists, with demarcated building plots, labelled ‘Intended
building ground’, extending to the south along its length and corresponding
with the location of the present police station. Clarke’s map would appear to be
inaccurate in at least one instance: several of the vacant plots of the ‘Intended
building ground’ correspond with those occupied by Penny Street properties on
Mackreth’s map and on Baines’ map of 1824. If these established buildings
had been demolished around the turn of the nineteenth century, it seems
probable that they would have made way for a road junction with George
Street, rather than the existing alley-way. Almost twenty years later, when
Baines surveyed his 1824 map of Lancaster, with the exception of those along
Penny Street, the plots of Clark’s ‘Intended building ground’ are still
undeveloped. The situation seems to be similar in 1845 when the Ordnance
Survey First Edition 6 inch:1 mile map was surveyed (OS 1848). Within a few
years, however, a terrace of back-to-back houses is shown in the 1846 OS 5
foot plan of Lancaster and, by 1890, when the survey for the OS First Edition
25 inch:1 mile was undertaken (OS 1893), a number of significant changes had
occurred. Marton Street has been both laid-out and developed, and the same is
true of the parcel of land on which the present police station stands, including
the current development area. Fronting Marton Street there is a terrace of
houses, each with a yard, while the George Street back-to-backs remain. The
central area, accessed by alleys running off of each of the surrounding streets,
is more sparsely-developed, with more extensive yard areas.
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4.  RESULTS

4.1 OBSERVATIONS

4.1.1 Proof Trenches: as detailed above (Section 1.1.2), initial groundworks
comprised the excavation of two proof trenches. These involved the extraction
of material to a depth at which natural ground was encountered, which varied
within each section of the proof trenches. Trench 1 was excavated along the
southernmost perimeter of the site, adjacent to Marton Street (Fig 2), and
Trench 2 was dug along the westernmost perimeter of the development site.
Owing to the loose nature of the material being excavated, only short sections
(approximately 3.5m) of the trenches were excavated and open for observation
at any one time, before being rapidly backfilled. The unstable substrata and the
narrow nature of these groundworks meant that it was not possible to enter the
trench to examine any features closely. The results are set out below, section by
section.

4.1.2 Proof Trench 1: this was excavated from west to east in eight separate
sections, each being approximately 3-4m in length and to a depth at which
natural ground was encountered.

4.1.3 Section 1: measuring approximately 3m x 2m x 2.6m; the excavated material
entirely comprised sandstone and brick building rubble in a brown sandy clay
matrix. Along the southern section was exposed a substantial sandstone wall
(Plate 1) being approximately 2.2m in height and comprising worked sandstone
blocks of various dimensions, averaging around 0.3m x 0.22m x 0.12m, bonded
with an off-white, very sandy, friable lime mortar. The footings for the wall
were clearly visible in section and comprised larger, elongated rectangular
blocks of sandstone laid flat along the base of the wall.

4.1.4 Running parallel to, and approximately 1m north of, the sandstone wall, a
concrete wall footing from the previous police station building was exposed.
This was broken-out using a concrete breaker and the base was reached at 2.6m
below the current ground surface. Natural ground, which comprised mid-
brownish-grey very sandy gravelly clay with 5-10% sub-angular and sub-
rounded stones and cobbles, was observed below this concrete.

4.1.5 Sections 2-5: measuring approximately 3m x 2m x 2.5m (2.6m and 2.7m deep
in Sections 4 and 5, respectively), Sections 2-5 was identical to Section 1. Both
the sandstone wall and the concrete footing continued to the east (Plate 2), with
the excavated material comprising entirely demolition rubble and other debris.

4.1.6 Section 6: at this point, the trench stepped-out 0.8m to the south occasioning the
removal of the sandstone wall. Removal of the wall revealed natural ground at
a level higher than previously observed, and this again comprised mid-
brownish-grey sandy gravelly clay with many rounded and sub-rounded stones
of various sizes. The material was very loose and the sides of the proof trench
were constantly collapsing. Health and safety considerations, therefore,
precluded close inspection of the section in situ, but inspection of the resultant
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spoil demonstrated it to be archaeologically sterile. A large band of redeposited
clay, probably representing the backfill of the wall construction cut, was
evident before the section collapsed. This, too, was inspected upon its removal
but there were no archaeological finds. Otherwise, the excavated material
comprised entirely sandstone and brick rubble in a sandy clay matrix.

4.1.7 Section 7: measuring approximately 4m x 2m x 2.5m, this was identical to
Section 6, with the redeposited clay collapsing to reveal natural ground behind
it. There were no archaeological horizons evident. Towards the centre of
Section 6, the sandstone wall turned north.

4.1.8 Section 8: this measured approximately 4m x 2m x 2.5m. An area of concrete
paving across much of this section was broken out to reveal the same brick and
sandstone rubble encountered in the other sections of the proof trench. This was
removed to a depth of approximately 2.5m where natural ground was
encountered. This now comprised light buff, mottled yellow sandy clay and, as
such, differed from that observed in the rest of the trench. However, no
archaeological features were present.

4.1.9 Proof Trench 2: this was excavated from south to north in five separate
sections, each being approximately 5m in length and dug to a depth where
natural ground was encountered, which varied within each section of trench.

4.1.10 Section 1: measuring approximately 5m x 2m x 2.3m, the excavated material
comprised entirely sandstone and brick demolition rubble in a brown sand
matrix. Natural was observed at 2.3m below the current ground surface and
comprised mid-brown gravelly sandy clay with up to 20% stones. No
archaeological horizons were encountered.

4.1.11 Section 2: this measured approximately 5m x 2m x 2.4m. A modern brick wall
ran north/south along the east-facing section and down to a concrete footing,
the base of which lay at 2.3m. Removal of this wall revealed a section
comprising various make-up layers and backfill deposits (Plate 4) to a depth of
2.4m below the modern ground surface, at which point natural ground was
encountered. The stratigraphy comprised a 0.15m thick asphalt road surface
over a 0.15m thick crushed white stone levelling layer. This lay above a 0.7m
thickness of yellowish-grey crushed stone which in turn was above a 0.4m thick
orange-brown clay with occasional brick fragments which had been deposited
over a 0.1m thick layer of what appeared to be off-white sandy cement. This
lay over a 0.5m thick deposit of large sandstone blocks in a brown sandy clay
matrix, which had been deposited above a 0.4m thick layer of orangey-brown
clay with occasional cobbles. These layers would appear to relate to the
demolition of the Victorian buildings known to have stood on the site and the
redistribution of the resultant demolition debris in association with the
construction of the 1960s police station buildings.

4.1.12 Section 3: this measured approximately 6m x 2m x 2.4m. The modern brick
wall observed in Section 2 was removed to reveal the same basic stratigraphy
encountered in Section 2, and the excavated material comprised sandstone and
brick rubble. The natural was encountered at 2.4m below ground level, but had
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become mixed with debris during the process of excavation. No archaeological
horizons were observed.

4.1.13 Section 4: this measured approximately 5m x 2m x 3.9m. Only demolition
rubble was extracted; following the removal of the north/south aligned brick
wall and associated deeply-buried concrete footing from the previous building
on site, the natural geology was encountered at a depth of 3.9m below the
current ground surface.

4.1.14 Section 5: this measured approximately 3m x 1.5m x 3.66m and was dug using
a smaller-width toothed bucket. Bordered to the north by an east/west aligned
concrete footing, the north/south aligned brick wall within the east-facing
section was broken-out and demolition rubble was excavated to a depth of
3.4m, where natural ground was encountered. The natural geology was,
however, mixed with debris and excavated a further 0.26m to a maximum
depth of 3.66m. The natural comprised mid- to light buff/brownish-grey sandy
gravelly clay with 30% small stones and cobbles. No archaeological horizons
were observed.

4.1.15 Ground Reduction: a small, exploratory excavation in roughly the centre of the
development area (Fig 2) exposed what was to prove to be the basic
stratigraphy of the site. This comprised a very mixed natural, mostly mid-to
light brownish-yellow clay with some sand and lenses of gravel. It contained
<5% small to medium angular to rounded stones and some further lenses of red
clay.

4.1.16 Towards the centre of the reduced area, a stone-lined drain was observed at the
top of the section (Fig 2). Viewed in section only (Plate 5), it was aligned
north-east/south-west and comprised two courses of roughly-squared stone and
was capped by large red sandstone slabs of dimensions not greater than 0.4m x
0.2m x 0.15m. The observed cavity had in part silted-up with a fine sand.

4.1.17 A further stone sump structure was exposed within the south-west quarter of
the site (Fig 2). This comprised two courses of sub-angular, roughly-squared
sandstone blocks of maximum dimensions 0.33m x 0.15m x 0.15m laid over a
floor of wooden planking around 0.05m in depth. The drain had silted-up with a
very dark grey coarse sandy silty clay.

4.1.18 A dump of bottles was observed (Plate 6) and recovered in the central southern
area of the site, just to the north of Proof Trench 1 (Section 4.2). The bottles
were standing on a cobbled floor surface 0.9m below present ground surface
(Figs 2 & 3: Plate 7), with an associated section of west/east aligned wall extant
to the north of the cobbles. The wall comprised a double skin of stone with
rubble infill between and was extant to a height of 0.75m and c 2.2m wide. The
cobbles were embedded in a dark grey to black clinkery ash deposit and were a
relatively uniform ovoid shape between 0.1m to 0.15m in diameter. Just to the
south-east, a similar surface was observed in the north-facing southern section
of the reduced area (Plate 8).

4.1.19 West of the above cobbled surface and wall, a flagstone surface was observed,
roughly 1.5m north/south by 0.5m east/west, with a small area of cobbles
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adjoining to its south (Figs 2&3). The surface comprised three flagstones laid
on a thin ashy levelling layer and was bounded to the north by a kerbstone. The
structure had been highly truncated by a concrete wall to the south relating to
the previous police station buildings. This concrete wall ran east/west all the
way to the western perimeter baulk (Fig 2).

4.1.20 In the north-west quarter, a sump-like feature was characterised within the
natural by its darker and more mixed appearance. Investigation demonstrated
that it contained modern bricks and was probably a test pit associated with the
construction of the previous police station building.

4.1.21 Well 1: a circular well was exposed in the north-eastern quarter (Plate 9). Of
dry-stone construction, it was 0.87m in diameter internally, 1.07m in diameter
externally and 7m deep. There was a depth of about 1m of water in the base
(Plate 10). The stones from which the well was constructed were flat and either
very roughly-hewn or un-worked. An iron pipe protruded above the lip of the
well within its south-western quarter. Health and safety considerations
precluded detailed investigation and no construction cut was visible for the
structure. There were no finds, nor any further associated archaeological
features.

4.1.22 Well 2: a second well (Fig 4; Plate 11) was exposed within the south-western
quarter of the site (Fig 2). It was of dry-stone construction and 1.2m in external
diameter. It had been cut directly into the surrounding natural and was
backfilled with 101, a mix of loose greyish sand and mortar fragments with
inclusions of 30% small to medium angular to sub-rounded stones and the
occasional large sandstone fragment. Finds of glass and iron were recovered
from this backfill (Section 4.2)

4.1.23 Well 3: a further well (Fig 5; Plate 12) was exposed in section within the north-
west quarter of the reduced area. It was of dry-stone construction, comprising
roughly-hewn blocks measuring between 0.26m x 0.16m to 0.2m x 0.1m. The
external diameter measured 0.85m and it was 0.9m deep, being stone lined at
the base. The well had been backfilled with loose, brownish-grey sandy silt
with moderate numbers of small (0.02m - 0.04m) pebbles, occasional large
stones and some modern frogged brick. The construction cut was vertical-sided
and had been backfilled with dark brownish-grey pea-grit and silt. No finds
were recovered.

4.1.24 Well 4: a fourth well (Fig 6; Plate 13) was exposed close to the northern edge of
the development site, along George Street. It also was of dry-stone construction
and measured 1.1m in external diameter. It was backfilled with debris from the
construction of the pre-existing compound in the 1960s.

4.2 FINDS

4.2.1 Introduction: in total, 38 artefacts were recovered during the watching brief,
the majority of which were complete glass bottles. The remainder comprised
glass jars, iron objects, a rubber ball, pottery, and a possible leather truncheon
holder. All the finds were unstratified, with the exception of one glass jar,
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which was retrieved from context 101, the fill of Well 2. The quantities of each
material-type are shown in Table 1, below, and a catalogue is provided in
Appendix 2. The glass containers are discussed below, followed by a brief
record of the other categories of finds.

Material Quantity
Ceramic 2
Iron 4
Glass 30
Leather 1
Rubber 1

Table 1: Finds by material type

4.2.2 Glass containers: several different aspects of the glass containers are
considered below. These cover the manufacturers of the containers, the
contents, the manufacturers of the contents, and the dating of the containers.

4.2.3 Container manufacturers: it was possible to identify the manufacturers of 17 of
the glass bottles and jars using the punt marks (see Table 2, below), with the
remainder unattributed. However, some of these identifications are tentative,
since they rely on previously unrecorded marks. Four were based in Yorkshire:
Alfred Alexander & Co in Hunslet (1850 - 1913; Toulouse 1971, 510, AA &
Co mark not listed); John Lumb & Co, Ltd, in Castleford (1905 - 1937; op cit,
281); National Glass Works (York) Ltd, on Fishergate (op cit, 371, n mark not
listed), and Redfearn Brothers, Ltd, in Barnsley (1862+; op cit, 438). In
addition, two were based in the former Lancashire: Forsters Glass Co, Ltd, in St
Helens (1902 - 1939; op cit, 205), and The United Glass Bottle Manufacturers
Ltd, also in St Helens (1913+; op cit, 514); two in Scotland: North British
Bottle Manufacturing Co, Ltd, in Glasgow (1903 - 1937; op cit, 377), and
Wood’s Bottle Works (1920) Ltd, in Portobello (1920 - 1937; op cit, 524); two
in Middlesex: Portland Glass Co, in Greenford (1922 - 1956; op cit, 421, PGCo
but not PGC mark listed), and Rockware Glass Ltd, also in Greenford (1920 -
1930, and 1930+; op cit, 434). Finally, one was based in London: The Standard
Bottle Co, in New Southgate (op cit, 452), and Alfred Alexander and Co also
had plants based in Southwick and Blaydon-on-Tyne, County Durham (op cit,
510).
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Company name Items and who manufactured for
Alfred Alexander & Co,
Hunslet, Yorkshire, and
Southwick and Blaydon-on-
Tyne, County Durham (having
three plants)

Very light turquoise bottle with internal screw top, with
embossed text on base ‘AA & Co / 6605’, manufactured
for Curwen Brothers, mineral water manufacturers,
Lancaster, probably manufactured by Alexander

Forsters Glass Co, Ltd, Atlas
Glass Works, St Helens

Colourless bottle with internal screw top, with embossed
text on base ‘FGC / A DANDY-LION REGD’,
manufactured for Thomsons, mineral water
manufacturers, Lancaster, Barrow, Ulverston, and
Kendal
Colourless bottle with crown closure, with embossed text
on base ‘FGC’, manufactured for W.J. Wilkinson
(Morecambe) Ltd, aerated water manufacturer,
Morecambe

John Lumb & Co, Ltd,
Castleford, Yorkshire

Green bottle with cork closure, with embossed text on
base ‘JL & Co Ld C / 6 / S01 (?) LH 22 (?)’
Two identical green bottles with cork closures, with
embossed text on base ‘JL & Co Ld C / 6 / 501 LH 28’
Green bottle with cork closure, with embossed text on
base ‘JL & Co Ld C / 6 / 501 LH 29’

National Glass Works (York)
Ltd, Fishergate, Yorkshire

Green bottle with cork (?) closure, with embossed text on
base ‘5 / n’, possibly manufactured by National Glass

North British Bottle
Manufacturing Co, Ltd,
Shettleston (Glasgow)

Green bottle with cork stopper, with embossed text on
base ‘NB 5 / L / 1’, possibly manufactured by North
British

Portland Glass Co, Greenford,
Middlesex

Green bottle with internal screw top closure, with
embossed text on base ‘PGCo / 1 BN1’, manufactured
for Wilson’s Brewery, Newton Heath, possibly
manufactured by Portland

Redfearn Brothers, Ltd,
Barnsley, Yorkshire

Two identical colourless bottles with internal screw top
closures, with embossed text on base ‘R.B.B / C / 3838’,
manufactured for Curwen Brothers, mineral water
manufacturers, Lancaster

Rockware Glass, Ltd,
Greenford, Middlesex

Colourless small jar, with embossed text on base ‘R / 7’,
possibly manufactured by Rockware
Colourless bottle, with embossed text on base ‘R [in a
circle] / 277’, manufactured for E.T. Close, dairy (?),
Lane House Farm, Galgate, Lancaster

The Standard Bottle Co, New
Southgate, London

Colourless bottle with crown closure, with embossed text
on base ‘S / C / 4666’, manufactured for Curwen
Brothers, mineral water manufacturers, Lancaster,
possibly manufactured by the Standard Bottle Co

The United Glass Bottle
Manufacturers Ltd, Sherdley
Plant, St Helens

Brown bottle with internal screw top closure, with
embossed text on base ‘K 920 / S 1 / UGB’,
manufactured for William Mitchell, brewer, Lancaster

Wood’s Bottle Works (1920),
Ltd, Portobello, Scotland

Green bottle with cork closure, with embossed text on
base ‘+ 1 / WX237’, possibly manufactured by Wood’s

Table 2: Bottle and jar manufacturers with the items they manufactured.

4.2.4 Contents: the contents of 18 of the glass containers could be identified, from
the manufacturer’s details embossed on the sides, or from the bottle shape.
Seven bottles contained mineral or aerated water, four contained beer, four
possibly contained whisky or similar spirits, two contained bleach, and one
possibly contained milk.
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4.2.5 Contents manufacturers: the manufacturers of the contents of 14 bottles were
identified, and details are shown in Table 3, below. All of these companies
were based in the pre-1970s county of Lancashire, in contrast to many of the
container manufacturers detailed above, who came from further afield.

Contents Contents manufacturer
Aerated water WJ Wilkinson (Morecambe) Ltd, aerated water manufacturer, Morecambe

(listed in directory in at least 1934; Shires Ltd 1934, 354)
Beer Wilsons Brewery, Newton Heath (listed from at least 1903 to at least 1911;

Slater’s Directory Ltd 1903, 1399; Slater’s Directory Ltd 1911, 1795)
Beer Boddingtons’ Breweries Ltd, St Anne’s-on-Sea and Manchester

(established 1778, company still in existence; Slater’s Directory Ltd 1903,
660)

Beer William Mitchell, brewer, Lancaster (listed in directories from at least
1912 to at least 1934; Bulmer 1912, 134; Shires Ltd 1934, 135)

Beer and
mineral water

Thwaites & Co Ltd, brewers and mineral water manufacturers, Blackburn,
still in existence (listed in directories from at least 1901 to at least 1959;
Kelly’s Directories Ltd 1901, 190; Barrett’s Publications Ltd 1959, 31)

Bleach Allan and Harry Brown (OGFB 2005), Nelson; John Henry Brown & Co,
wholesale druggists, drysalters, confectioners, manufacturers of household
specialities, Victoria Street, Nelson (listed in directories from at least 1901
to at least 1905; Kelly’s Directories Ltd 1901, 634; Kelly’s Directories Ltd
1905, 649)

Milk? ET Close, Lane House Farm, Galgate, Lancaster (not identified in any
trade directories)

Mineral water Curwen Brothers, mineral water manufacturers, Penny Street, Lancaster
(listed in directories from at least 1901 to at least 1934; Kelly’s Directories
Ltd 1901, 562; Shires Ltd 1934, 131)

Mineral water Thomsons, mineral water manufacturers, Lancaster (listed in directory
1934; Shires Ltd 1934, 131), Ulverston (listed at least in 1913; Kelly’s
Directories Ltd 1913, 1882), Kendal, and Barrow (listed from at least 1901
to at least 1932; Kelly’s Directories Ltd 1901, 113; Aubrey & Co 1932,
84)

Table 3: Contents manufacturers with available dating information from trade
directories

4.2.6 Dating: the glass bottles and jars can be broadly dated to the late nineteenth to
mid-twentieth century. More precise dates for many vessels are problematic,
since many of the companies were relatively long-lived. A few stand out,
however. The bottle marked AA & Co can date to no later than 1913 (assuming
the mark has been correctly attributed), and the bottle marked WJ Wilkinson
(Morecambe) Ltd is likely to date to 1934-9 (combining the dating information
for the container manufacturer and the contents manufacturer). On balance, the
containers are likely to date to the first four decades of the twentieth century,
although a wider date range cannot be ruled out.

4.2.7 Functional items: two non-glass paint-type containers were recovered - a very
small iron tin with a push-fit lid, which could also have contained some other
substance, and a broken white earthenware globular pot with khaki paint on the
base and sides. A large, corroded iron trowel, an iron grill that may have
formed a structural element of a building, and a possible leather truncheon
holder were also recovered.
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4.2.8 Toys: two toys were recovered during the watching brief. One was a large
rubber bouncy ball, and the other was a corroded iron truck, possibly with a
tipping back section.

4.2.9 Discussion: in spite of the comparatively recent date of the finds recovered, it
is clear that they contain information that has not necessarily survived
elsewhere. The wooden screw top stoppers were unusual, and there were many
glass manufacturers’ marks that are previously unrecorded. Some of these were
tentatively assigned (Section 4.2.3), but three others remain unattributed (CBC,
GBC, and CG52 or CC52). It was interesting to note from this assemblage that
during the first half of the twentieth century glass containers were manufactured
across the whole of Britain before being filled in Lancashire, and that only the
contents, not the containers, were locally-sourced.
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5.  DISCUSSION

5.1 CONCLUSION

5.1.1 During the watching brief, a number of post-medieval features and structures
were identified and, although none can be directly dated, almost all would
appear to relate to the later nineteenth century buildings shown on the OS map
of 1893. The evidence of the glass bottles would suggest that these structures
were either demolished towards the middle of the twentieth century, or had lain
abandoned for some time before their demolition in advance of the construction
of the previous structure on the site in the 1960s. The deep foundations and
basement of the previous police station buildings would appear to have had a
serious negative impact on the survival of the nineteenth century remains and
of any potential earlier archaeology, as the majority of the archaeological
features that could be identified had been heavily truncated.

5.1.2 One of the best-preserved structures was the east/west aligned sandstone wall
encountered in Proof Trench 1 and which ran parallel with Marton Street. This
wall almost certainly relates to the terrace of buildings along Marton Street
shown on the 1893 OS map, and, given its depth, seems to pertain to cellars
rather than merely to foundations. However, the wall was seemingly a single
structure measuring over 20m in length, with no apparent internal divisions.
Clearly, the cellar would not have belonged to a single terraced property, but
would have been divided internally providing a cellar for each of the properties.
It is assumed that the internal wall divisions, along with the remainder of the
structure, were destroyed during the construction of the previous police station
building. It seems likely that the cobbled surfaces, flagstones and east/west
aligned wall recorded during ground reduction just to the north of Proof Trench
1 represent elements of the rear walls, shown on the 1893 OS map and internal
cellar features of these properties.

5.1.3 It is probable that the stone-lined drain (Section 4.1.19, Plate 5), sump and Well
2 served the Marton Street properties, and survived the construction of the
1960s police station by virtue of the fact they were constructed at a depth
greater than the associated domestic structures. All four of the wells were of
similar construction, using uncut or roughly-hewn locally-sourced blocks of
stone. Such construction techniques seem typical of wells in Lancaster, and
have a long history; for example, at the Mitchell’s Brewery site, stone-built
wells that had been modified and used in the recent post-medieval period could
be demonstrated to be medieval in origin (Rachel Newman pers comm).
Although none of the wells encountered on the present development site were
marked on the 1846 OS 5 foot plan or the 1893 OS map, they are likely,
however, to have been in use contemporaneously with the late nineteenth
century structures on the site and to have fallen out of use at the same time; all
but Well 1 had been, apparently deliberately, backfilled with demolition debris.
The presence of modern, frogged, brick in Well 3 suggests that it was exposed
at some time during the construction of the previous police station building and
had been backfilled at that time. It is reasonable to assume that this was the
case for Wells 2 and 4. The fact that Well 1 was not backfilled, suggests that it
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was not uncovered during the previous construction process. Wells 1 and 3 are
in positions that might associate them either with the George Street back-to-
backs, or with the less intensely-developed central area of the block. Well 4 is
curious, because it is lies within the area occupied by the George Street
buildings. It seems unlikely, therefore, to be associated with the construction of
these houses (although it could have remained in use, covered as an internal or
basement feature) and its construction may relate to earlier activity on the site,
possibly originating in the medieval or earlier post-medieval period, in
conjunction with activity on the Penny Street frontage. If it can be accepted that
Well 4, some distance to the rear of the Penny Street properties, may be of
earlier origin, then it is not impossible that this may also be true of the
remainder of the wells on the site.

5.1.4 Although the site is located adjacent to known sites of archaeological
significance, namely Romano-British cremation burials (LUAU 2001; OA
North 2003), no evidence of such remains were encountered during the
watching brief. It is likely that, should there have been any such remains, they
would have been destroyed by previous building work. Similarly, in those areas
where the ground was relatively undisturbed previously, the nature of the
groundworks and the manner of their execution by mechanical digger would
have made visibility of such features very difficult.

5.2 IMPACT

5.2.1 Although the development has cut deep into the underlying natural geology,
there was evidence to suggest that in some area of the site (for example in Proof
Trenches 1 and 2), previous twentieth century construction had truncated any
early archaeological deposits. Where archaeological remains did survive and
could be dated, they were likely to be of nineteenth century or later date. The
fact that they could be recorded prior to destruction mitigates the impact of the
development. Similarly, the wells identified on site were backfilled with
granular material during the current construction works, and largely survive for
the majority of their depth, preserved in situ. The impact of the present, or
indeed, of the 1960s, development on the area immediately fronting George
Street does not appear to be as serious as across the majority of the site, as
excavation in this area were not deep enough to penetrate modern overburden.
Because this area was not part of the basement of either the previous or
proposed police station buildings on the site, it is, therefore, possible that
remains of the nineteenth century back-to-back house on George Street may
survive, preserved in situ. There is also the possibility that islands of earlier
archaeology may have survived around, or beneath, these structures, dependent
on whether or not they had been cellared.
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APPENDIX 2: PROJECT DESIGN

Oxford
Archaeology
North

May 2005

LANCASTER POLICE STATION, THURNHAM STREET,
LANCASTER

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF
PROJECT DESIGN

Proposals
The following project design is offered in response to a brief provided by Lancashire County
Archaeology Section and a request from Cox Project Management for a watching brief during the
removal of foundations and services associated with the demolition of the current multistorey carpark
and during groundworks ahead of construction of a new basement carpark, custody suite and office
accommodation on the same site, at Lancaster Police Station.



Lancaster Police Station, Thurnham Street, Lancaster, Lancashire: Archaeological Watching Brief 23

For the use of Cox Project Management and Lancashire Constabulary © OA North: March 2006

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

1.1.1 Planning application 1/05/00099/FUL was submitted to Lancashire County , with a proposal to
demolish the existing garage and parking structures at Lancaster Police Station, Thurnham
Street, Lancaster (NGR SD 47786 61468) and, in their place, construct a basement carpark with
a custody suite and office accomadation above. Following a request by Cox Project
Management (henceforth, the Client), Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) submitted a
project design to meet the requirements of a brief provided by Lancashire County
Archaeological Service (LCAS) for the undertaking of a watching brief. The watching brief is to
monitor all groundworks associated with demolition of the existing multistorey carpark (namely
the removal of foundations and of any services) and those groundworks in preparation for the
construction of the new buildings on the site. Following the discovery of backfilled basements
pertaining to a terrace of houses that formerly occupied the site, it will also be necessary to
monitor all groundworks associated with the investigation and removal of these features.

1.1.2 The site is centred at NGR SD 47786 61468 and covers approximately 1280 square metres. It is
bounded to the east by the Police tower, to the north by George Street, to the west by other
police structures including a yard and maintenance building and to the south by Marton Street.
The site is partially terraced into the hillside that slopes quite strongly north to south, with
George Street being a complete storey below Marton Street.  There is also a slope east/west
(Penny Street being lower than Thurnham Street) but this is much less marked.

1.1.3 The development site was primarily agricultural in character until around the mid-nineteenth
century, when the earliest buildings on the site, a terrace of back-to-back dwellings, were
constructed. However, evidence from the surrounding area would indicate that there is high
potential for archaeological remains on the development site, particularly of Roman date,
although such remains are likely to have been truncated by the 1960s development of the police
station itself. The Roman settlement, dating from the late first century, is thought to have
extended eastwards from the site of the fort (beneath the medieval castle) and southwards as far
as the northern end of Penny Street, but seems unlikely to have stretched as far as the proposed
development area. Locally, the most significant remains are those of Roman cremation and
inhumation burials from Penny Street, George Street, St Thomas’ Church and King Street.
Together, the distribution of these sites forms an arc of extramural burials to the south-west of
the Roman settlement and, it is within this arc that the proposed development site lies. The
number of burials around the southern end of Penny Street may pertain to a cemetery flanking a
major thoroughfare, a common feature of Roman towns. Of particular interest, is the fact that
several of the cremations are prehistoric rather than of Roman date, and it is possible that the
Roman cemetery coincides with an area of Bronze Age funerary activity.

1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) has considerable experience of undertaking watching
briefs of all periods, having conducted a great number of small and large scale projects during
the past 25 years. Fieldwork has taken place within the planning process and construction
programmes, to fulfil the requirements of clients and planning authorities, to very rigorous
timetables.

1.2.2 OA North is an Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) registered organisation, registration
number 17, and all its members of staff operate subject to the IFA Code of Conduct.

2. OBJECTIVES

2.1 The following programme has been designed in accordance with the Lancashire County
Archaeology Service document entitled General Conditions for Appropriate Archaeological
Contractors in Lancashire.
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2.2 Watching Brief: a permenant presence archaeological watching brief will be maintained during
groundworks in the area of the George Street entrance-way and also in the area of the site
fronting Marton Street. Other areas of the site will be visited as necessary during the course of
groundworks. The watching brief will be undertaken in order to determine the presence, date,
quality and state of preservation of previously unknown archaeology.

2.3 Report and Archive: a report will be produced for the Client within eight weeks of completion
of the fieldwork. The report will aim to summarise the results of the watching brief within the
context of existing knowledge about the site and its surroundings. These results will provide the
basis for any recommendations for further work, should this prove appropriate. A site archive
will be produced to English Heritage guidelines (MAP 2) and in accordance with the Guidelines
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (UKIC 1990).

3. WORK PROGRAMME

3.1 In line with the objectives and stages of the archaeological works stated above, the following
work programme is submitted:

3.2 Watching Brief: to be maintained during any ground disturbing activities relating to: the
removal of foundations and services pertaining to the 1960s police station; the investigation and
removal of structures relating the the mid-nineteenth century terraced dwellings; the excavation
of the basement of the proposed new carpark and of any further foundations or services.

3.3 Report and Archive: production of a suitably illustrated report and properly ordered archive.

4. METHODOLOGY

4.1 WATCHING BRIEF

4.1.1 A programme of field observation will accurately and systematically examine and record the
location, extent, and character of any surviving archaeological features, horizons and/or deposits
revealed during the course of ground disturbance, along with any artefacts, identified during
observation.

4.1.2 During this phase of work, recording will comprise a full description and preliminary
classification of features or materials revealed, and their accurate location (either on plan and/or
section, and as grid co-ordinates where appropriate). Features will be planned accurately at
appropriate scales and annotated on to a large-scale plan. A photographic record of
archaeological features and general working shots, utilising monochrome print and colour slide
will be undertaken simultaneously.

4.1.3 A plan will be produced of the areas of groundworks showing the location and extent of the
ground disturbance and one or more measured sections will be produced, regardless of the
presence of archaeology.

4.1.4 Putative archaeological features and/or deposits identified during groundworks, together with
the immediate vicinity of any such features, will be cleaned by hand, using either hoes, shovel
scraping, and/or trowels, depending on the subsoil conditions and, where appropriate, sections
will be studied and drawn. Any such features will be sample excavated (ie. selected pits and
postholes will normally only be half-sectioned, linear features will be subject to no more than a
10% sample, and extensive layers will, where possible, be sampled by partial rather than
complete removal).

4.1.5 It is assumed that OA North will have the authority to stop the works for a sufficient time period
to enable the recording of important deposits. It may also be necessary to call in additional
archaeological support if a find of particular importance is identified or a high density of
archaeology is discovered, but this would only be called into effect in agreement with the Client
and LCAS and will require a variation to costing.
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4.1.6 Human Remains: any human remains uncovered will be left in situ, covered and protected. No
further investigation will continue beyond that required to establish the date and character of the
burial. LCAS and the local Coroner will be informed immediately. If removal is essential, the
exhumation of any funerary remains will require the provision of a Home Office license, under
section 25 of the Burial Act of 1857. An application will be made by OA North for the study area
on discovery of any such remains and the removal will be carried out with due care and
sensitivity under the environmental health regulations, and if appropriate, in compliance with the
Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981.

4.1.7 Recording: all information identified in the course of the watching brief works will be recorded
stratigraphically, with sufficient pictorial record (plans, sections and both black and white and
colour photographs or contact prints) to identify and illustrate individual features as well as the
nature of the demolition work. Primary records will be available for inspection at all times.

4.1.8 Results of the field investigation will be recorded using a paper system, adapted from that used
by the English Heritage Centre for Archaeology. The archive will include both a photographic
record and accurate large-scale plans and sections at an appropriate scale (1:50, 1:20, and 1:10).
Levels will be tied into the Ordnance Datum. All artefacts and ecofacts will be recorded using
the same system, and will be handled and stored according to standard practice (following
current Institute of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to minimise deterioration.

4.1.9 Treatment of finds:  all finds will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged and
boxed in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For
Finds, 1998 (new edition) and the recipient museum's guidelines.

4.1.10 Treasure: any gold and silver artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation will be
removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner according to the procedures relating to
the Treasure Act, 1996. Where removal cannot take place on the same working day as discovery,
suitable security will be employed to protect the finds from theft.

4.1.11 All identified finds and artefacts will be retained, although certain classes of building material
can sometimes be discarded after recording if an appropriate sample is retained on advice from
the recipient museum’s archive curator.

4.1.12 Contingency plan: in the event of significant archaeological features or human remains being
encountered during the watching brief, discussions will take place with the Planning
Archaeologist, as to the extent of further works to be carried out, and in agreement with the
Client. All further works would be subject to a variation to this project design.

5. REPORT

5.1 The results of the data gathered in Section 4.1 above, will be collated and submitted in report
format, illustrated with the relevant photographs and drawings. Where appropriate, the report
will attempt to relate any findings to the known history and archaeology of the site, and to its
local setting.

5.2 One bound and one unbound copy of the report will be submitted to the Client,  and one bound
copy and another in digital format will be submitted to LCAS and to the Lancashire Sites and
Monuments Record together with an archive CD-ROM. Any subsequent work arising from this
survey will be subject to separate consideration in liaison with LCAS and the Client.

5.3 The final report will include a copy of this project design, the relevant LCAS brief, and
indications of any agreed departure from that design. It will present, summarise, and interpret
the results of the programme detailed above, and will include details of the final deposition of
the project archive.

5.3 A brief summary of the fieldwork will be prepared and submitted to the Council for British
Archaeology North West Archaeology North West within 12 months of the completion of the
project.
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6. ARCHIVE

6.1 The results of the photographic survey and watching brief will form the basis of a full archive to
professional standards, in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (Management of
Archaeological Projects, 2nd edition, 1991). The project archive represents the collation and
indexing of all the data and material gathered during the course of the project.  It will include
summary processing and analysis of any features and finds recovered during fieldwork, in
accordance with UKIC guidelines. The deposition of a properly ordered and indexed project
archive in an appropriate repository, is considered an essential and integral element of all
archaeological projects by the IFA, and arrangement to this effect will be made with the
museum curator prior to the commencement of the project.

6.2 All finds will be treated in accordance with OA North standard practice, which follows current
IFA guidelines and will be depoisted, along with a copy of the report and of the original site
records, with Lancaster City Museum.

7. HEALTH AND SAFETY

7.1 OA North provides a Health and Safety Statement for all projects and maintains a Unit Safety
policy. All site procedures are in accordance with the guidance set out in the Health and Safety
Manual compiled by the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers (1997). A
written risk assessment will be undertaken in advance of project commencement and copies will
be made available on request to all interested parties.

7.2 The client would be asked to determine the nature of any utility services to the properties and
site prior to any fieldwork being carried out.

7.3 OA North has professional indemnity to a value of £2,000,000, employer's liability cover to a
value of £10,000,000 and public liability to a value of £15,000,000.  Written details of insurance
cover can be provided if required.

8. CONFIDENTIALITY

8.1 The final report is designed as a document for the specific use of the Client, and should be
treated as such; it is not suitable for publication as an academic report, or otherwise, without
amendment or revision. Any requirement to revise or reorder the material for submission or
presentation to third parties beyond the project brief and project design, or for any other explicit
purpose, can be fulfilled, but will require separate discussion and funding.

8.2 Any proposed variations to the project design will be agreed with LCAS in co-ordination with
the Client. OA North will arrange a preliminary meeting, if required, and LCAS will be
informed of the commencement of the project in writing.

9. WORK PROGRAMME

9.1 The following programme is proposed:

9.2 Watching Brief: the duration of the watching brief will be dependent upon the progress of the
contractor.

9.3 Archive/Report: the report and archive will be produced following the completion of all the
fieldwork. The final report will be submitted within eight weeks of completion of the fieldwork
and the archive deposited within six months. If desired, an interim statement could be produced
within ten days of completion of the fieldwork.



Lancaster Police Station, Thurnham Street, Lancaster, Lancashire: Archaeological Watching Brief 27

For the use of Cox Project Management and Lancashire Constabulary © OA North: March 2006

10. STAFFING

10.1 The project will be managed by Stephen Rowland (Project Manager) to whom all
correspondence should be addressed.

10.2 The watching brief will be undertaken by an OA North supervisor, suitably experienced in
fieldwork techniques. Present timetabling constraints preclude detailing at this stage exactly
who will be undertaking this element of the project.

10.3 The archaeological work will be monitored by LCAS, which will be arranged accordingly.
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APPENDIX 3: FINDS SUMMARY
Context Qty Material Description Date range
U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,

internal screw-top closure, embossed text on
side ‘Curwen Bros / Registered / Trade
Mark / Lancaster’ and punt mark on base
‘R.B.B / C / 3838’

1862 - present

U/S 1 Glass Brown circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure, embossed text
around base of side ‘Boddingtons
Manchester’, no punt mark on base

1778 - present

U/S 1 Glass Brown circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure, embossed text on
side ‘William Mitchell / Lancaster’ and punt
mark on base ‘K 920 / S  1 / UGB’

1913 - present

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle,
moulded cork-type closure, no embossed
text or punt mark

Twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top still in place but covered
in corrosion, punt mark on base ‘A.25.A. / 3
/ C.B.C.’

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle,
moulded cork-type  closure, punt mark on
base ‘G.B.C / 30A (?)

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Green hip-flask-shaped bottle, moulded
cork-type closure, punt mark on base ‘JL &
Co Ld C / 6 / 501 (?) LH 22 (?)’

1905 - 1937

U/S 1 Glass Green hip-flask-shaped bottle, moulded
cork-type closure, punt mark on base ‘JL &
Co Ld C / 6 / LH 501 29’

1905 - 1937

U/S 1 Glass Green hip-flask-shaped bottle, moulded
cork-type closure with part of cork
remaining within bottle, punt mark on base ‘
JL & Co Ld C / 6 / LH 501 28’

1905 - 1937

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned milk
bottle, closure type unclear, embossed sub-
circular label on side ‘E.T. Close / Lane
House Farm / Galgate / Lancaster’, punt
mark on base ‘R (in a circle) / 277’

1930 +

U/S 1 Glass Colourless square cross-sectioned bottle/jar,
with wide external screw-top closure, no
punt mark

Twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw top still in situ (wooden,
painted or dyed black, top impressed ‘…lor /
[Mor]ecambe’, with orange rubber seal),
embossed text on shoulder ‘Thomsons /
Lancaster / & Barrow’, and on opposite
shoulder ‘Thomsons / Ulverston / &
Kendal’. Punt mark on base ‘FGC / A
dandy-lion regd’

1902 - 1939
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Context Qty Material Description Date range
U/S 1 Glass Very light turquoise circular cross-sectioned

bottle, external screw-top closure with
plastic top in situ (brown, facetted sides,
embossed text ‘Lanry / Regd. No. /
479655’), embossed text down side of bottle
‘Lanry Bleach / Regd’, punt mark on base
‘3133’

Twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure, embossed text on
side ‘Wilson’s Brewery / Newton Heath’
and punt mark on base ‘PGCo / 1 BN1’

1922 - 1956 ?

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle, cork
closure with mushroom-shaped cork still in
situ (aluminium crimped around top of cork
with red text printed on), punt mark on base
‘G.B.C / 30 A’

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,
crown closure with rusted iron top still in
situ, embossed text around base of side ‘W.J.
Wilkinson (Morecambe) Ltd’ and punt mark
on base ‘FGC’

1934 - 1939 ?

U/S 1 Glass Green circular cross-sectioned bottle, cork
closure with mushroom-shaped cork still in
situ (black plastic cap attached to top of
cork), punt mark on base ‘NB 5 / L / 1’

1903 - 1937 ?

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure with wooden
stopper still in situ (with rubber seal washer,
impressed text on top ‘…lct (?) …y /
M[orecamb]e’), embossed text on side
‘Curwen Brothers / Trade Mark / Lancaster’,
punt mark on base ‘RBB / C / 3529’

1862 - present

U/S 1 Glass Very light turquoise oval cross-sectioned
bottle, ridged across one side, moulded
cork/stopper-type closure (?), no punt mark

Twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Small, green circular cross-sectioned bottle,
moulded cork (?) - type closure, ‘.7.’
embossed on base of side, punt mark on base
‘5 / n’

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Green hip-flask-shaped bottle, cork-type
closure, punt mark on base ‘JL & Co Ld C /
6 / LH 501 28’, sealed with viscous
substance

1905 - 1937

U/S 1 Glass Green oval cross-sectioned bottle, cork-type
closure, sealed with viscous substance, punt
mark on base ‘+ 1 / WX237’

1920 - 1937 ?

U/S 1 Glass Colourless small circular cross-sectioned jar
with external screw-top closure and iron lid
still in situ, no punt mark

Twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Very light turquoise circular cross-sectioned
bottle, internal screw-top closure with top
still in situ (black rubber, painted silver on
top, embossed text ‘C / Curwen / Lancaster’
), embossed text on side ‘Curwen Bros /
Registered / Trade Mark / Lancaster’, punt
mark on base ‘AA & Co / 6605’

1850 - 1913
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Context Qty Material Description Date range
U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,

crown closure, embossed text on side
‘Curwen Brothers / Trade / Mark /
Lancaster’, and punt mark on base ‘S / C /
4666’

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

101 1 Glass Colourless rim to base of broken small jar,
closure type unclear, turquoise paint-like
deposits on sides, punt mark on base ‘R / 7’

1920 - 1930 ?

U/S 1 Glass Very light turquoise circular cross-sectioned
bottle, internal screw-top closure with top in
situ (black hard rubber with lots of
embossed circles on top and orange rubber
washer seal), embossed text on side ‘Curwen
Bros / Registered / Trade Mark / Lancaster’,
and punt mark on base ‘R.B.B / C / 3838’

1862 - present

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure with top still in
situ (black rubber with ‘Boddingtons’
embossed text on top, orange rubber washer
seal), embossed text on side ‘Thwaites & Co
Ltd / Registered / Trade Mark / Blackburn’
and punt mark on base ‘CG52’ (? - or
CC52?)

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Glass Colourless circular cross-sectioned bottle,
internal screw-top closure with top still in
situ (black hard rubber with embossed text
‘J. Hollows & Co / P / Idle’ and orange
rubber washer seal), embossed text round
base of side ‘Hollows Bradford’, no punt
mark

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Rubber Dark green spherical bouncy ball Twentieth century
U/S 1 Fe Large corroded trowel Nineteenth -

twentieth century
U/S 1 Fe Very small paint-type tin with push-fit lid Nineteenth -

twentieth century
U/S 1 Fe Truck, with cab and tipping (?) back section,

very corroded
Twentieth century

U/S 2 Ceramic Refitting white earthenware rim to base of
globular pot with khaki green paint on base
and sides

Nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Fe Iron grill Nineteenth -
twentieth century

U/S 1 Leather Truncheon holder or similar belt attachment Twentieth century
U/S 1 Glass Very light turquoise circular cross-sectioned

bottle, external screw-top closure, embossed
text on shoulder ‘Lanry Bleach Regd’ and
remains of paper label on side printed in red
and blue, punt mark on base ‘722’

Late nineteenth -
twentieth century
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