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SUMMARY

Rok Construction is carrying out a scheme of redevelopment of land off Denton Lane
in Crossley, Oldham (centred on SD 90626 04723). The site is one of several areas
that are being considered for redevelopment as part of the Gateways to Oldham
Scheme, which aims to provide new and refurbished social housing on five sites
across the borough, including an area off Denton Lane.

As an initial stage in the development process, Oxford Archaeology North (OA
North) carried an archaeological desk-based assessment of the site, which concluded
that the site has some potential to contain buried remains of archaeological interest
pertaining to a possible medieval settlement, and several nineteenth-century industrial
sites, namely two nineteenth-century collieries. In the light of the conclusions drawn
by the desk-based assessment, the Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater
Manchester, who provides planning advice on archaeological issues to Oldham
Council, recommended that a scheme of intrusive archaeological investigation of the
site is carried out in advance of development.

In March 2010, OA North devised a Written Scheme of Investigation for the required
programme of work, which allowed for the excavation of three trial trenches. These
were targeted on features of interest depicted on historical mapping, and were
intended to establish the presence or absence of buried reamins of archaeological
significance. Following the formal approval of the Written Scheme of Investigation,
the evaluation trenching was carried out in July 2010. The work was carried out in
conjunction with a programme of geo-technical investigations that were facilitated by
Clancy Consulting Ltd. The data provided from the geo-technical investigations
further informed the results of the archaeological evaluation.

The evaluation trenching revealed that no remains of archaeological interest survive
in-situ on the site. It is concluded that the proposed development will have a
negligible archaeological impact, and it is recommended that further archaeological
investigation in advance of development is not merited.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Rok Construction is carrying out a scheme of redevelopment of land off
Denton Lane in Crossley, Oldham (centred on SD 90626 04723). The site is
one of several areas that are being considered for redevelopment as part of the
Gateways to Oldham Scheme, which aims to provide new and refurbished
social housing on five sites across the borough, including an area off Denton
Lane.

1.1.2 In November 2009, as an initial stage in the development process, Drivers
Jonas LLP, acting on behalf of Rok Construction, commissioned Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North) to undertake an archaeological desk-based
assessment of the site. This study concluded that the site has some potential to
contain buried remains of archaeological interest pertaining to a possible
medieval settlement, and several nineteenth-century industrial sites. The
design proposals for the new development will necessitate considerable earth-
moving works, which are likely to have a negative impact on some of the
nineteenth-century sites of archaeological interest, namely two nineteenth-
century collieries.

1.1.3 In the light of the conclusions drawn by the desk-based assessment, the
Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, who provides
planning advice on archaeological issues to Oldham Council, recommended
that a scheme of intrusive archaeological investigation of the site is carried out
in advance of development. In accordance with this recommendation, the
Local Planning Authority has attached a condition to planning consent for the
proposed scheme which states:

‘No development should be undertaken until the applicant has secured the
implementation and completion of a programme of archaeological works to be
undertaken in accordance with a written scheme of investigation approved by
the Local Planning Authority.’

1.1.4 In March 2010, OA North was commissioned to devise an appropriate scheme
of archaeological investigation (Appendix 1). This allowed for a targeted
archaeological evaluation using machine-assisted trenching to identify and
characterise the surviving evidence for the range of targets identified in the
desk-based study. It was intended that the results obtained from the evaluation
would allow an informed decision to be reached regarding the need for further
excavation to record buried remains that may be destroyed during the course
of development groundworks. Following the formal approval of this Written
Scheme of Investigation, OA North was commissioned to undertake the
programme of works.
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1.2 LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.2.1 The study area (centred on SD 90626 04723) lies within Cowhill, west of the
centre of Oldham (Fig 1). It comprises an irregular-shaped plot bounded to the
south by Denton Lane and Lansdowne Road, to the east by Walsh Street, to
the north by playing fields and to the west by a school and housing on
Ulverston Avenue, Lindale Avenue. The plot is currently taken up with several
streets of housing and open land (Plate 1). The study area occupies an area of
land at a height of approximately 125m above Ordnance Datum.

1.2.2 Topographically, Oldham lies within the Manchester Pennine fringe, a
transitional zone between the open moorlands of the Dark Peak and the
Millstone Grit uplands of the Southern Pennines (Countryside Commission
1998, 121).

1.2.3 The underlying drift geology of the area comprises alluvial sand, gravel and
till. The solid geology consists of the Pennine lower coal measures and
Millstone Grit comprising sandstone, siltstone and mudstone (British
Geological Survey 2007).

Plate 1: Recent aerial view of the study area
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.1.1 The fieldwork undertaken followed the method statement detailed in the
approved Written Scheme of Investigation (Appendix 1), and was consistent
with the relevant standards and procedures provided by the Institute for
Archaeologists (IfA), and their code of conduct.

2.2 EVALUATION TRENCHING

2.2.1 The uppermost levels were excavated by a machine fitted with a toothless
ditching bucket. The same machine was then used to define carefully the
extent of any surviving walls, foundations and other remains, after which all
excavations were undertaken manually.

2.2.2 All information was recorded stratigraphically with accompanying
documentation (plans, sections and photographs, both of individual contexts
and overall site shots from standard view points). Photographic records were
also maintained on special photographic pro-forma sheets.

2.3 FINDS

2.3.1 Artefactual procedures: all finds recovered during the excavations were lifted,
cleaned, bagged and boxed in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute
for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For Finds (1998). Recovery and sampling
programmes were in accordance with best practice (current IfA guidelines)
and subject to expert advice.

2.3.2 Environmental procedures: a targeted programme of palaeo-environmental
sampling was implemented in accordance with the Oxford Archaeology’s
Environmental Guidelines and Manual (OAU 2000), and in line with the
English Heritage guidance paper on Environmental Archaeology (2001).

2.4 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the Written
Scheme of Investigation, and in accordance with current IfA and English
Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 2006). The paper and digital archive
will be deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record
on completion of the project.
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3.  BACKGROUND

3.1  INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 An understanding of the historical background of a site provides the local
context within which buried remains can be assessed archaeologically. The
following section presents a summary historical and archaeological
background of the general area, and has been compiled in order to place the
study area into a wider context.

3.1.2 The emergence of Oldham as a permanent place of settlement is believed to
date from 865, when Danish invaders established a settlement called
Aldehulme (Ballard 1986). The name is thought to be derived from the Old
English ald meaning old and the Old Norse holmr meaning island (Tindall
1981). Oldham is not mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086, and it was
probably part of the manor and hundred of Salford at this time. By 1212 it was
one of five parts of the thegnage estate of Kaskenmoor, which was held on
behalf of King John by Roger de Montbegon and William de Nevill (Tindall
1981; Farrer and Brownbill 1911). However, in the later thirteenth century,
Oldham was documented as a manor held from the Crown by a family
surnamed Oldham, whose seat was at Werneth Hall (Bateson 1949). Oldham
later formed a township within the ancient ecclesiastical parish of Prestwich-
cum-Oldham, in the hundred of Salford (Farrer and Brownbill 1911).

3.1.3 Notwithstanding the medieval references, Oldham was essentially an
insignificant place, comprising little more than a scattering of small
settlements spread across the moorland until the later eighteenth century.
Oldham did not get a market until quite late, and, as a result it has less of a
central core, but rather saw ribbon development on the roads to Manchester,
Saddleworth and Rochdale (Tindall 1981). By the end of the eighteenth
century, the population of Oldham was estimated at 12,000. By 1901, this
figure had increased to a staggering 137,000, as a direct consequence of the
town’s industrialisation (McNeil and Nevell 2000); in the words of one
twentieth-century historian, ‘if ever the Industrial Revolution placed a town
firmly and squarely on the map of the world, that town is Oldham’
(Frangopulo 1977, 154).

3.1.4 In his late eighteenth-century description of the area, Aiken (1795, 236-7)
commented that Oldham ‘is pleasantly situated on a high eminence
commanding an extensive and delightful prospect, and is inhabited by a
number of respectable families’, noting that the manufacture of hats and strong
fustians for the Manchester market were trades of particular importance
locally. He also noted that ‘a considerable number of machines are worked in
the cotton and woollen manufactories’, in water-powered mills situated on
tributaries of the rivers Irk and Irwell. The movement of goods at this time was
facilitated by a turnpike road from Manchester to Huddersfield, which took a
route through Oldham, and another from Mumps that ran through Lees and
Saddleworth to join the Huddersfield road at Standedge.
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3.1.5 Oldham was not a town of great importance to the region’s textile industry at
the beginning of the nineteenth century, although the town did have 19 cotton
mills by 1818. However, it rose to dominate the cotton-spinning industry
during the second half of the century. In 1851, over 30% of Oldham's
population was employed within the textile sector (Foster 1974). The workers
in Oldham’s cotton mills became noted for their productivity and, by 1841,
they were earning the highest gross pay in Lancashire (Williams with Farnie
1992, 35). As a result of a mill building boom in the 1860s, the town
supplanted Manchester and Bolton as the nation’s principal cotton-spinning
centre; a further boom in the 1870s cemented this position (McNeil and Nevell
2000, 29-30). A final massive expansion of the local industry occurred during
the early Edwardian period, which saw the erection of mills of an
unprecedented size by companies taking advantage of new laws on limited
liability (Gurr and Hunt 1998, 7-8). The completion of Elk Mill in 1928, the
last mill to be built in Oldham, represented the peak of the town’s spinning
industry; the closure of Elk Mill in 1998 represented the end of cotton
spinning in the town.

3.1.6 Oldham also developed an important engineering industry, particularly the
branch concerned with the manufacture of textile machinery. The most
important of Oldham’s textile machine manufacturers was undoubtedly the
Platt Brothers, who developed large works on two sites, at Greenacres Moor
and Werneth, employing over 15,000 people.

3.1.7 Since the mid-twentieth century, Oldham has seen the demise of its textile
industry, and the troubled integration of new cultural traditions and religions.
With respect to the ensuing depression that followed Oldham's slump in textile
manufacture, one author remarked that ‘when the fall finally came, it was the
town that crashed the hardest’ (Hyde et al 117).

3.2 DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDY AREA

3.2.1 The first detailed plan of the study area is provided by the Ordnance Survey’s
first edition map of 1844. This map shows the settlement of Cowhill on the
east side of the study area, and a house named Fields on the west. The majority
of the site is occupied by fields, in some places linked to the surrounding
houses, settlements and lanes by tracks.

3.2.2 Shortly after the production of the first edition map, however, Denton Lane
Colliery was established in the present study area; the first shaft was sunk in
1845, and was 160 yards deep to Bent Mines. Coal was sent in road wagons to
the Hollinwood Canal Wharf at Hardmans until 1862, when the Chamber
Colliery Co. purchased a railway locomotive for shunting their coal to the
Middleton Junction and Oldham Branch Railway. There was no coal produced
after 1897 (Fanning 2003, 23).

3.2.3 By the time of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map of 1894, the Stockfield
Colliery had also been established, occupying a site in the northern part of the
study area, this map also shows the extent of Denton Lane Colliery (Plate 2).
A railway linked the two collieries, and continued north to join the Middleton
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Junction and Oldham Branch Railway. A group of 16 houses, named Throstle
Walk, is shown on the western side of the study area, which have replaced the
house named Fields shown on the 1844 map.

Plate 2: Extract from the Ordnance Survey map of 1894

3.2.4 The Ordnance Survey second edition 1:2500 map of 1909 shows Denton Lane
Colliery to have been closed, and the railway connecting it to Stockfield
Colliery dismantled. Conversely, Stockfield Colliery had been developed with
new buildings added to the complex. The remainder of the study area remains
unchanged. However, it seems that this colliery did not remain in operation for
much longer, as it is marked ‘disused’ on the next edition of Ordnance Survey
mapping, which was published in 1922, and the site had been cleared by the
early 1930s.

3.2.5 The second half of the twentieth century saw the development of the study
area with housing, which included redeveloping Throstle Walk and the
housing shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1894. The northern extent of
the study area, including the site of the former Stockfield Colliery and
Middleton Junction and Oldham Branch Railway, was converted for use as
playing fields.

3.3 GEO-TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION

3.3.1 The archaeological evaluation was carried out in conjunction with a
programme of geo-technical investigations that was faclitated by Clancy
Consulting Ltd. One of the test pits (TP 13) was excavated to a depth of 3m in
the proposed location of an archaeological evaluation trench (Trench 2). The
stratigraphic sequence exposed in the trench comprised a stiff, brown, gravelly
clay, presumably of natural origin, at a depth of 0.20m below the modern
ground surface. This was overlain by a deposit of made ground containing
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modern inclusions, which almost certainly derived from landscaping works
associated with the development of the Crossley housing estate in the 1970s.

3.3.2 Geo-technical test pits were also excavated to a depth of approximately 3m in
the vicinity of the other archaeological evaluation trenches. Those in proximity
to Trench 3 (TP 1, TP 2, TP 3 and TP 9) similarly encountered natural clay
overlain by a thick deposit (in excess of 1m) of made ground, which contained
modern inclusions.

3.3.3 Test pits excavated further to the east (TP 5, TP 14, TP 15, TP 16) revealed a
similar stratigraphic sequence, although the made ground continued to a depth
of 1.90m in TP 16, where modern concrete was encountered, and a drain set in
concrete was exposed at a depth of 1.2m in TP 14.

3.3.4 In the northern part of the site, adjacent to Trench 1, the excavation of TP 24
exposed made ground containing modern inclusions to a depth in excess of
3m; similar results were obtained from the excavation of TP 19, TP 20, TP 21,
TP 22 and TP 23, all situated to the west (Fig 2).



Denton Lane, Crossley, Oldham: Archaeological Evaluation 11

For the use of Rok © OA North: August 2010

4.  FIELDWORK RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 The archaeological evaluation was intended to comprise the excavation of
three trenches (Fig 2), in accordance with the approved Written Scheme of
Investigation. The trenches aimed to establish whether any buried remains of
archaeological significance survived within the Scheme Area.

4.2 TRENCH 1

4.2.1 Trench 1 was aligned north/south along the south side of the grassed square
area in the council estate. The trench was intended to measure 12 x 10m,
although the length of the trench had to be shortened to 10m due to several
logistical factors. It was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.5m. The central
section of the trench could not be excavated due to presence of live electric
cables, whilst excavation at the north end of the trench was halted due to the
presence of more electric cabling.

4.2.2 Natural mid-brown boulder clay became present at a depth of 0.5m. The clay
was present along the enire length of the trench. Overlying the clay was a
mixed deposit of ash and brick fragments, clearly of modern origin. This
deposit was sealed beneath the modern ground surface, which comprised a
thin layer of turf and topsoil. No remains of archaeological interest were
identified, and no artefacts were recovered.

4.3 TRENCH 2

4.3.1 It was intended that Trench 2 was placed in the southern part of the study area,
across the footprint of a rectangular building in the eastern part of the former
Denton Lane Colliery, as depicted on Ordnance Survey mapping. However,
the results obtained from the geo-technical test pit excavated in this location
demonstrated conclusively that there were no surviving buried remains of
archaeological interest in this part of the site (Section 3.3 above).

4.4 TRENCH 3

4.4.1 It was intended that Trench 3 was placed in the southern part of the study area,
across the footprint of a rectangular building in the eastern part of the former
Denton Lane Colliery, as depicted on Ordnance Survey mapping. However, a
series of 3m deep geo-technical trial pits were excavated at this location in
advance of the archaeological evaluation. In addition, several live electricity
cables precluded intrusive excavation to the north. Consequently, the
evaluation trench excavation in this location was limited to a length of 5m and
was excavated to a depth of 2m. No remains of archaeological interest were
identified, and no artefacts were recovered.
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4.4.2 A deposit of mid-brown boulder clay was exposed at a depth of 2m below the
modern ground surface, clearly representing a natural geological horizon.
Overlying the clay was a mixed ash deposit, 1.80m thick. The latest deposit
was the topsoil measuring 0.20m thick. No remains of archaeological interest
were identified. In addition, the results obtained from the geo-technical test
pits excavated in this location demonstrated conclusively that there were no
surviving buried remains of archaeological interest in this part of the site.
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5.  IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 IMPACT

5.1.1 The programme of evaluation trenching at Denton Lane has provided an
opportunity to establish whether significant buried remains survive on the site,
and thus provide a clear understanding of the archaeological impact of the
proposed development. This will necessitate considerable earth-moving works,
which would have a substantial impact on any buried archaeological remains.
However, the evaluation has demonstrated that the site does not contain any
such remains, and the archaeological impact of the proposed scheme is this
considered to be negligible.

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

5.2.1 It is considered unlikely that any additional archaeological investigation
associated with the proposed scheme will yield further information. It is
therefore recommended that no further archaeological works are carried out.
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APPENDIX 1: WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION

Oxford 
Archaeology

March 2010 North

DENTON LANE,

CROSSLEY,

OLDHAM

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION

Proposals

The following Written Scheme of Investigation is offered in response to a
request from Mr J Wilmot, of Rok Construction, for an archaeological
evaluation in advance of the proposed development of land off Denton Lane at
Crossley, Oldham.
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1 BACKGROUND

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Rok Construction is carrying out a scheme of redevelopment of land off
Denton Lane in Crossley, Oldham (centred on SD 90626 04723). The site is
one of several areas that are being considered for redevelopment as part of the
Gateways to Oldham Scheme, which aims to provide new and refurbished
social housing on five sites across the borough. The proposed development site
occupies an irregular-shaped plot bounded to the south by Denton Lane and
Lansdowne Road, to the east by Walsh Street, to the north by playing fields
and to the west by a school and housing on Ulverston Avenue and Lindale
Avenue.

1.1.2 In November 2009, as an initial stage in the development process, Drivers
Jonas LLP, acting on behalf of Rok Construction, commissioned Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North) to undertake an archaeological desk-based
assessment of the site. This study concluded that the site has some potential to
contain buried remains of archaeological interest pertaining to a possible
medieval settlement, and several nineteenth-century industrial sites. The design
proposals for the new development will necessitate considerable earth-moving
works, which are likely to have a negative impact on some of the nineteenth-
century sites of archaeological interest, namely two nineteenth-century
collieries.

1.1.3 In the light of the conclusions drawn by the desk-based assessment, the
Assistant County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, who provides
planning advice on archaeological issues to Oldham Council, recommended
that a scheme of intrusive archaeological investigation of the site is carried out
in advance of development. In accordance with this recommendation, the Local
Planning Authority has attached a condition to planning consent for the
proposed scheme which states:

‘No development should be undertaken until the applicant has secured the
implementation and completion of a programme of archaeological works to
be undertaken in accordance with a written scheme of investigation
approved by the Local Planning Authority.’

1.1.4 The present document provides the required written scheme of investigation,
and allows for a targeted archaeological evaluation using machine-assisted
trenching to identify and characterise the surviving evidence for the range of
targets identified in the desk-based study that may be impacted upon by the
proposed development. The results obtained from this phase of works will
allow an informed decision to be reached regarding the need for further
excavation to record buried remains that may be destroyed during the course of
development groundworks.
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1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology is an educational charity under the guidance of a board of
trustees with over 35 years of experience in archaeology, and can provide a
professional and cost-effective service. We are the largest employer of
archaeologists in the country (we currently have more than 300 members of staff),
and can thus deploy considerable resources with extensive experience to deal with
any archaeological obligations you or your clients may have. OA is an Institute
for Archaeologists Registered Organisation (No 17). We have offices in Lancaster
and Oxford, trading as Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) and Oxford
Archaeology South (OA South) respectively, enabling us to provide a truly
nationwide service. All work on the project will be undertaken in accordance with
relevant professional standards, including:

• IfA’s Code of Conduct (1999); Code of Approved Practice for the
Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (1999);
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluations (1999);

• English Heritage’s Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991;

• The European Association of Archaeologists Principles of Conduct for
Archaeologists Involved in Contract Archaeological Work (1998).

1.2.1 OA North has unrivalled experience in the assessment, evaluation and
excavation of former industrial sites, particularly in the context of Greater
Manchester. We have an extensive portfolio of excavating the buried remains
of former coal-mining sites in north-west England, including Windle and
Pewfall collieries near St Helens, Gin Pit Colliery near Wigan, and Sharlston
Colliery near Wakefield to name but a few.

2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1 ACADEMIC AIMS

2.1.1 The main research aim of the investigation, given the commercial nature of the
development, will be to establish the presence or absence of buried
archaeological remains on the site and, if present, characterise the level of
preservation and significance, and provide a good understanding of their
potential.

2.2 OBJECTIVES

2.2.1 The objectives of the project may be summarised as follows:

• to determine the presence, character, and extent of buried remains
pertaining to the former Denton Lane Colliery;

• to determine the presence, character, and extent of buried remains
pertaining to the Stockfield Colliery;
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• to establish any evidence for phasing, and determine or confirm the
approximate date or date range of any remains exposed in the excavated
trenches;

• to establish the archaeological significance of any remains exposed in
the excavated trenches;

• to produce a fully illustrated report and project archive;

• to inform a decision as to whether further archaeological investigation
will be required in advance of development groundworks.

2.2.2 In order to achieve these objectives, it is proposed that the site is investigated
via the excavation of three evaluation trenches, with a total combined area of
252 square metres. In addition, a further 20 square metres of trenching will be
placed at the discretion of the site director, in consultation with the Assistant
County Archaeologist, pending the results obtained from the initial trenching.

3 METHOD STATEMENT

3.1 The following work programme is submitted in line with the aims and
objectives summarised above. The proposed location of the trenches
superimposed on the Ordnance Survey map of 1894 is shown on Figure 1, and
their location superimposed on the proposed development design plans on
Figure 2.

3.2 EVALUATION

3.2.1 Trench Rationale: it is proposed that the site be investigated initially via ten
targeted evaluation trenches:

• Trench 1: will be placed will be placed across the southern part of the
pithead buildings at Stockfield Colliery, and will measure 12 x 10m.
The trench will be targeted on a rectangular building and associated
chimney depicted on twentieth-century Ordnance Survey mapping in
the south-western part of the colliery (Figure 1);

• Trench 2: will measure 12 x 6m, and will be placed across the footprint
of a rectangular building in the eastern part of Denton Lane Colliery, as
depicted on Ordnance Survey mapping;

• Trench 3: will be placed across the western part of the study area, in the
vicinity of the site of the medieval settlement. The trench will measure
30 x 2m, and will examine the proposed footprint of new housing.

3.2.2 General Methodology: excavation of the modern ground surface, which
comprises tarmac externally and concrete internally, will be undertaken by a
machine of appropriate power using a toothed bucket and, where necessary a
breaker. The uppermost levels of overburden/demolition material will then be
removed using the same machine, but fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, to
the top of the first significant archaeological level. The work will be supervised
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closely by a suitably experienced archaeologist. Spoil from the excavation will
stored adjacent to the trench, and will be backfilled upon completion of the
archaeological works.

3.2.3 Machine excavation will then be used to define carefully the extent of any
surviving foundations, floors, and other remains. Thereafter, structural remains
will be cleaned manually to define their extent, nature, form and, where
possible, date. It should be noted that no archaeological deposits will be
entirely removed from the site. If the excavation is to proceed below a depth of
1.2m, then the trenches will be widened sufficiently to allow the sides to be
stepped in.

3.2.4 All information identified in the course of the site works will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from that used by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage. Results of the evaluation will be
recorded on pro-forma context sheets, and will be accompanied with sufficient
pictorial record (plans, sections and both black and white and colour
photographs) to identify and illustrate individual features. Primary records will
be available for inspection at all times.

3.2.5 Context Recording: all contexts will be recorded using pro-forma sheets, and
details will be incorporated into a Harris matrix. Similar object record and
photographic record pro-formas will be used. All written recording of survey
data, contexts, photographs, artefacts and ecofacts will be cross-referenced
from pro-forma record sheets using sequential numbering.

3.2.6 Photography: a full and detailed photographic record of individual contexts
will be maintained and similarly general views from standard view points of
the overall site at all stages of the evaluation will be generated. Photography
will be undertaken using 35mm cameras on archivable black and white print
film as well as colour transparency, and all frames will include a visible,
graduated metric scale. Extensive use of digital photography will also be
undertaken throughout the course of the fieldwork for presentation purposes.
Photographs records will be maintained on special photographic pro-forma
sheets.

3.2.7 Planning: the precise location of the evaluation trenches, and the position of
all archaeological structures encountered, will be surveyed by EDM
tacheometry using a total station linked to a pen computer data logger. This
process will generate scaled plans within AutoCAD, which will then be subject
to manual survey enhancement. The drawings will be generated at an accuracy
appropriate for 1:20 scale, but can be output at any scale required. Sections will
be manually drafted as appropriate at a scale of 1:10. All information will be
tied in to Ordnance Datum.

3.2.8 Human remains are not expected to be present, but if they are found they will,
if possible, be left in situ covered and protected. If removal is necessary, then
the relevant Home Office permission will be sought, and the removal of such
remains will be carried out with due care and sensitivity as required by the
Burials Act 1857.
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3.2.9 Any gold and silver artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation will
be removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner according to the
procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996.

3.2.10 Finds policy: finds recovery and sampling programmes will be in accordance
with best practice (following current Institute for Archaeologists guidelines)
and subject to expert advice in order to minimise deterioration. OA North
employs in-house artefact and palaeoecology specialists, with considerable
expertise in the investigation, excavation, and finds management of sites of all
periods and types, who are readily available for consultation. Finds storage
during fieldwork and any site archive preparation will follow professional
guidelines (UKIC). Emergency access to conservation facilities is maintained
by OA North with the Department of Archaeology, the University of Durham.
Samples will also be collected for technological, pedological and chronological
analysis as appropriate. OA North employs palaeoecology and soil
micromorphology specialists with considerable expertise in the investigation,
excavation and analysis of sites of all periods and types, who are readily
available for consultation.

3.3 HEALTH AND SAFETY

3.3.1 Full regard will be given to all constraints during the course of the project. OA
North provides a Health and Safety Statement for all projects and maintains a
Safety Policy. All site procedures are in accordance with the guidance set out
in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by the Standing Conference of
Archaeological Unit Managers.

3.3.2 OA North undertakes to safeguard, so far as is reasonably practicable, the
health, safety and welfare of its staff and of others who may be affected by our
work. This applies in particular to providing and maintaining suitable premises,
ensuring the safety of all equipment supplied by the Company, and providing
all reasonable safeguards and precautions against accidents. OA North will also
take all reasonable steps to ensure the health and safety of all persons not in
their employment, such as volunteers, students, visitors, and members of the
public (this includes trespassers). OA North will ensure that no one suffers
injury because of dangers arising from the state of the premises, or things done,
or omitted to be done, on the premises.

3.3.3 OA North is fully familiar with and will comply with all current and relevant
legislation, including, but not limited to:

• The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974);
• Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (1999);
• Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (as amended in 2002);
• The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations (2007);
• The Control of Asbestos Regulations (2006);
• The Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations (1992);
• Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations (1996);
• The Health and Safety (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations (2002);
• The Work at Height Regulations (2005);
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• The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (2002);
• The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations (1981);
• The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order (2005);
• The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences

Regulations (1995),
• The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations (1998);
• Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations (1998).

3.3.2 OA North has professional indemnity to a value of £2,000,000, employer's
liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and public liability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance cover can be provided if required.

3.3.3 Normal OA North working hours are between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday
to Friday, though adjustments to hours may be made to maximise daylight
working time in winter and to meet travel requirements. It is not normal
practice for OA North staff to be asked to work weekends or bank holidays and
should the Client require such time to be worked during the course of a project
a contract variation to cover additional costs will be necessary.

3.4 OTHER MATTERS

3.4.1 Access to the site will be arranged via the Client/main contractor.

3.4.2 The trenches will be backfilled upon completion of the archaeological works.

3.4.3 The Client/main contractor is asked to provide OA North with information
relating to the position of live services on the site. OA North will use a cable
detecting tool in advance of any machine excavation.

3.5 POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

3.5.1 Archive: the results of the archaeological investigation will form the basis of a
full archive to professional standards, in accordance with current English
Heritage guidelines (The Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd edition,
1991) and the Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long
Term Storage (UKIC 1990). The project archive represents the collation and
indexing of all the data and material gathered during the course of the project.
The deposition of a properly ordered and indexed project archive in an
appropriate repository is considered an essential and integral element of all
archaeological projects by the IfA in that organisation’s code of conduct. As
part of the archiving process, the on-line OASIS (On-line Access to Index of
Archaeological Investigations) form will be completed.

3.5.2 The paper and finds archive for the archaeological work undertaken at the site
will be deposited with the nearest museum which meets Museums’ and
Galleries’ Commission criteria for the long term storage of archaeological
material (MGC 1992). This archive can be provided in the English Heritage
Centre for Archaeology format, both as a printed document and on CD (as
appropriate). The archive will be deposited with the museum within six months
of the completion of the fieldwork. Except for items subject to the Treasure
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Act, all artefacts found during the course of the project will be donated to the
receiving museum.

3.5.3 Report: four copies of a bound and collated final report will be submitted to
the Client within six weeks of the completion of the fieldwork. Further copies
will be sent to the Local Planning Authority, the Assistant County
Archaeologist, and the Greater Manchester Sites and Monuments Record. The
final report will include a copy of this written scheme of investigation, and
indications of any agreed departure from that scheme. It will include an
historical and archaeological background to the study area, an outline
methodology of the investigation, and present, summarise, assess, and interpret
the results of the programme of archaeological works detailed above. It will
also include an assessment of the finds, which will be accompanied by relevant
proposals for detailed finds analysis and conservation with costs. In addition,
recommendations for any further mitigation works and details of the final
deposition of the project archive will also be made.

3.5.4 A summary of the results produced from the archaeological investigation will
be published in the CBA North West magazine, although a more detailed
article will be provided should the results be of sufficient merit.

3.5.4 Confidentiality: the final report is designed as a document for the specific use
of the Client, and should be treated as such; it is not suitable for publication as
an academic report, or otherwise, without amendment or revision. Any
requirement to revise or reorder the material for submission or presentation to
third parties beyond the project brief and project design, or for any other
explicit purpose, can be fulfilled, but will require separate discussion and
funding.

4 WORK TIMETABLE

4.1 A two-week period should be allowed to excavate, record and backfill the
evaluation trenches.

4.2 A report will be submitted within six weeks of the completion of the fieldwork.

4.3 OA North can execute projects at very short notice once an agreement has been
signed with the Client.

5 STAFFING PROPOSALS

5.1 The project will be under the overall charge of Ian Miller BA FSA (OA North
Senior Project Manager) to whom all correspondence should be addressed. Ian
has over 20 years experience of commercial archaeology, and has a particular
interest in the archaeology of the Industrial Period, and particular that of
Greater Manchester and Lancashire. Ian has been managing industrial
archaeology projects since 1993, when he directed the excavation and survey
of the Netherhall Iron Works in Maryport, and undertook the subsequent
analysis and publication of the results. He has also edited a monograph
dedicated to the alum industry of north-east Yorkshire, which arose from the
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results of the survey excavation of Carlton Alum Works. More recently, Ian
managed the excavation of the Percival, Vickers & Co flint glass works in
Manchester, and the excavation of the River Street Iron Works in Rochdale. He
was also responsible for managing the archaeological elements of the Murrays’
Mills Major Repairs Project in Manchester, which culminated in the production
of an academic monograph of the steam-powered mills in the Ancoats area of
Manchester. He has also managed many other evaluations and excavations of
former industrial sites in Manchester.

5.2 His role will be to ensure that the project design is implemented within the
framework of the Project Objectives. He will be responsible for all aspects of
staff and resource logistics, ensuring the smooth running of the project
programme. He will liase with the Client and County Archaeologist with
regard to progress, and will maintain relationships with other contractors.

5.3 The evaluation is likely to be undertaken by Sean McPhillips BA (OA North
Project Officer). Sean is an highly experienced field archaeologist, who has a
particular interest in Industrial Archaeology, and especially that of Manchester.
He recently directed the archaeological investigation of a complex of textile
mills as part of the New Islington Millennium Village Scheme in Manchester,
and Moore’s Mill at New Islington Wharf. Sean also played a key role in the
excavations at Calprina Works, Stalybridge, and Macintosh Mill, Manchester.

5.4 It is not possible to provide details of specific technicians that will be involved
with the fieldwork at this stage, but all shall be suitably qualified
archaeologists with proven relevant experience. It is anticipated that up to three
technicians will be required during the course of the fieldwork.

5.5 Assessment of any finds recovered from the evaluation will be undertaken by
OA North's in-house finds specialist Christine Howard-Davis BA (OA North
Finds Manager). Christine has extensive knowledge of all finds of all periods
from archaeological sites in northern England, and is a recognised expert in the
analysis of post-medieval artefacts.

6 MONITORING

6.1 Monitoring meetings will be established with the Client and the archaeological
curator at the outset of the project. Monitoring of the project will be undertaken
by the Greater Manchester Assistant County Archaeologist, or his
representative, who will be afforded access to the site at all times.
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ILLUSTRATIONS

FIGURES

Figure 1: Site location

Figure 2: Trench location superimposed on the Ordnance Survey first edition
25”: 1 mile map of 1894
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