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Summary 

Between the 25th and the 28th of February 2019, Oxford Archaeology (OA) 
conducted informative trial trenching at land off Wretham Road, Great 
Hockham, Norfolk (centred TL95089238). The work was undertaken to provide 
information to the Planning Authority about the archaeological potential of the 
site in advance of submission of a Planning Application. Seven 40m trenches 
were excavated and five of these revealed linear and discrete archaeological 
features. 

Three main zones of activity were identified during the trial trenching. To the 
west of the site, numerous ditches, gullies and discrete features were 
tentatively dated to the medieval period. The linear features were on various 
alignments and no clear relationships to existing boundaries were identified. In 
the central part of the site, three pits of potential medieval origin suggest a focal 
point for activity of an agricultural nature, as charred grains were present within 
the pit fills. A further series of boundary ditches of probable medieval date were 
identified at the extreme eastern end of the site.  

The Great Hockham site represents an area of rural activity, but not formal 
settlement, that can be provisionally dated to the Roman or medieval periods 
from the sparse pottery finds, although lack of reliable dating precludes any 
certainty. However, the trial trenching does confirm that agriculture (both 
arable and pasture) was undoubtedly happening in the locality from at least the 
medieval period onwards; perhaps as early as the Roman period, given that 
both Roman and medieval pottery finds have been recovered previously from 
the local area. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Scope of work 
1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Broadland Housing Group to 

undertake a trial trench evaluation at the site of Wretham Road, Great Hockham, 
Norfolk (Fig.1: TL 9508 9238). 

1.1.2 The work was undertaken to inform the Planning Authority in advance of a submission 
of a Planning Application. A brief was set by John Percival of Norfolk County Council 
Historic Environment Service (NCCHES) outlining the Local Authority’s requirements 
for work necessary to inform the planning process. A Written Scheme of Investigation 
(WSI)was produced by Muldowney (2018) detailing the methods by which OA East 
proposed to meet the requirements of the brief.  

1.2 Location, topography and geology 
1.2.1 The site lies to the north of Wretham Road in Great Hockham, Norfolk (Fig.1). It is part 

of a larger arable field bound to the west by arable farmland and to the east by 
residential properties.  

1.2.2 The geology of the area is mapped as Seaford Chalk Formation and Newhaven Chalk 
Formation with superficial deposits of Lowestoft Formation – Diamicton.  
(http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html)    

Accessed 19 December 2018  

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 
1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background of the proposed development site is 

based on NHER and National Mapping Project (NMP) data (Fig. 1) supplied by NCCHES 
and the WSI prepared by Muldowney (2018) for OA. 

1.3.2 No archaeological interventions have been carried out on the Wretham Road site, 
although field walking and aerial photograph data indicate that there may have been 
occupation from the Iron Age onwards in the local vicinity. 

PPrehistoric 

1.3.3 Worked flints have been recovered over the last 50 years from molehills (17322) within 
the Holy Trinity Churchyard 300m to the south. 

1.3.4 Fieldwalking 450m to the south-east (24900) also recovered flints. 

Iron Age and Roman 

1.3.5 Fieldwalking programmes in the late 1980s recorded Romano-British pottery from the 
development area itself (25658) as well as later material. Iron Age and Romano-British 
pottery and a quern fragment were also found 120m to the south-east in the area 
north of the church (24709); more pottery was recovered from the fields 450m to the 
south-east (24900).   
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1.3.6 Possible Iron Age (or Saxon) burnished pottery was recovered from the churchyard 
molehills (17322). 

AAnglo-Saxon and Medieval  

1.3.7 The fieldwalking programmes encountered Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery within 
the development area (25658); from the area north of the church (24709) (identified 
as a possible settlement location) and from the fields 450m to the south-east (24900). 

1.3.8 Similar dated pottery has been recovered from the churchyard molehills (17322) 300m 
to the south-west.  

1.3.9 Earthworks forming banks and ditches have been recorded in aerial photographs 
within the development area (57472). These have been interpreted as possibly of 
medieval date but probably of post-medieval date as they appear to connect to post-
medieval field drains. 

1.3.10 An undated spearhead (4768) was recovered in 1970 during gardening at Farm View, 
Vicarage Road, 300m to the north.  It is likely to be of Anglo-Saxon or earlier date, and 
has been interpreted as ‘probably an antiquarian object’ rather than an in-situ find.  

Post-medieval 

1.3.11 The development area was within fields immediately to the south of the former Manor 
Farm (25683) fronting onto Vicarage Road to the north.  The building was constructed 
in the 16th century but was believed to be originally a medieval hall house.  

1.3.12 A second post-medieval manor (21179) is recorded 180m to the east at Great 
Hockham Green. 
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Aims 
2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site, 
characterise where they are found (location, depth and extent), and establish 
the quality of preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains; 

ii. provide sufficient coverage to establish the character, condition, date and 
purpose of any archaeological deposits; 

iii. provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and 
the possible presence of masking deposits; 

iv. set results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context – and its 
wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions; and 

v. provide – in the event that archaeological remains are found – sufficient 
information to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with 
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables, and orders of cost. 
 

 

2.2 Methodology 
2.2.1 A total of seven trenches, measuring 40m by 1.8m were excavated. This was equivalent 

to 5% of the 1.07ha development area. 

2.2.2 All machine excavation took place under the supervision of a suitably qualified and 
experienced archaeologist. 

2.2.3 Trial trenches were excavated by a mechanical excavator to the depth of geological 
horizons, or to the upper interface of archaeological features or deposits. A toothless 
ditching bucket with a bucket width of 1.8m was used to excavate the trenches. 
Overburden was excavated in spits not greater than 0.1m thick. 

2.2.4 Spoil was stored alongside trenches. Topsoil, subsoil, and archaeological deposits were 
kept separate during the trial trenching, to allow for the sequential backfilling of the 
trenches. These were only backfilled once approval had been secured from NCCES. 

2.2.5 The top of the first archaeological deposit was cleared by machine, then cleaned off 
by hand. Exposed surfaces were cleaned by trowel and hoe as necessary, in order to 
clarify located features and deposits. 

2.2.6 All features were investigated and recorded to provide an accurate evaluation of 
archaeological potential, whilst at the same time minimising disturbance to 
archaeological structures, features, and deposits. All relationships between features 
or deposits were investigated and recorded. Any natural subsoil surfaces revealed 
were hand cleaned and examined for archaeological deposits and artefacts. 
Apparently natural features (such as tree throws) were sampled sufficiently to 
establish their character. 
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2.2.7 All excavation of archaeological deposits was carried out by hand. The method of 
excavation was decided by the senior project archaeologist. 

2.2.8 There was sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth, and nature 
of any archaeological deposit. Investigation slots through all linear features were at 
least 1m in width. All discrete features were half-sectioned.   

2.2.9 Surveying was carried out using a survey-grade differential GPS (Leica GS08) fitted with 
"smartnet" technology with an accuracy of 5mm horizontal and 10mm vertical. 

2.2.10 A register of all trenches, features, photographs, survey levels and small finds was kept. 

2.2.11 All features, layers and deposits were issued with unique context numbers. Each 
feature was individually documented on context sheets, and hand-drawn in section. 
Written descriptions were recorded on pro-forma sheets comprising factual data and 
interpretative elements. 

2.2.12 Metal detector searches were carried out, throughout the excavation by an 
experienced metal detector user. Excavated areas were detected immediately before 
and after mechanical stripping. Both excavated areas and spoil heaps were checked. 
To prevent losses from night-hawking, features were metal detected immediately 
after stripping. Metal detectors were not set to discriminate against iron. 
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3 RESULTS 
3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 
3.1.1 The results of the trial trenching investigation are presented below, and include a 

stratigraphic description of the trenches which contained archaeological remains. Two 
trenches were devoid of archaeology and are not discussed further. These were Trench 
4 at the north-eastern end of the site and Trench 5, which lay immediately south of 
Trench 4.  

3.1.2 The full details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits, finds data 
and dating evidence are presented in Appendix A.  Artefact and environmental reports 
are given in Appendices B and C. 

3.1.3 Figure 2 provides a plan of the results of the evaluation and Figure 3 provides the 
selected sections of the features encountered. 

3.1.4 Archaeological remains are discussed in order of their location within each trench from 
west to east and north to south, whilst also considering their stratigraphic 
relationships.  

 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 
3.2.1 The soil sequence between all trenches was uniform. The natural geology (3) of chalk 

and sand was overlain by a silty sand subsoil (2) up to 0.25m thick, which in turn was 
overlain by topsoil (1) up to 0.51m thick. In Trench 1 the subsoil was absent and the 
topsoil (1) directly overlay the archaeological features. 

3.2.2 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were fair to poor, with the trenches and 
archaeological features often wet or waterlogged (Plates 5 and 6). In addition to the 
difficulties posed by flooding. it was sometimes difficult to identify them against the 
underlying natural geology owing to extremely bright conditions. 

3.2.3 The quality of site photography was adversely affected by the conditions. 

 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 
3.3.1 Figure 2 provides a plan of the results of the evaluation. 

3.3.2 Archaeological features were present in Trenches 1, 2 and 3 in the western half of the 
evaluation area, and in Trench 7 at the extreme eastern end. The remainder of the 
eastern half was devoid of archaeology, with the exception of a single ditch in Trench 
6 to the south (Fig.2). Only seven sherds of pottery were found, this came from a ditch 
in Trench 1 and two pits in Trench 3. Animal bone was found in six features in Trenches 
1, 2 and 3. Three pits in Trench 3 produced moderate quantities of charred plant 
remains.  
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3.4 Trench 1 
3.4.1 Trench 1 (Plate 1) was located in the north-western corner of the evaluated area. It 

was orientated on a north-east to south-west alignment and contained five ditches (8, 
11, 13, 17 and 19.   

3.4.2 Ditch 8 was aligned from north to south. It had steep sides with a concave base and 
measured 1.16m wide by 0.52m deep. It contained two fills. The lower fill (9) consisted 
of mid greyish brown silty sand with rare charcoal flecks, the upper fill (10) consisted 
of a mid brown sandy silt.  Neither fill contained any finds. This ditch was cut by ditch 
11 along its western edge (Fig.3, Section 2). 

3.4.3 Ditch 11 was 1.42m wide and 0.30m deep with steep sides and a flat base. There were 
no finds in the single fill (12) that consisted of mid greyish brown sandy silt with rare 
flecks of charcoal. 

3.4.4 Ditches 8 and 11 are approximately coincident with a north to south linear cropmark 
identified by the NMP (Fig.2).  

3.4.5 Orientated north-east to south-west in the central part of Trench 1, Ditch 13 was 
narrower and measured 0.80m wide and 0.26m deep. It was steep sided with a 
concave base and its dark reddish grey silty sand fill (14) was devoid of finds (Fig.3, 
Section 3). This ditch was approximately coincident with a south-west to north-east 
linear cropmark identified by the NMP (Fig.2). 

3.4.6 Ditch 19 (Plate 2; Fig.3, Section 6) lay at right angles to ditch 13 on a north-west to 
south east alignment. It had steep sides with a flat base and measured 2.26m wide 
and 0.62m deep. The lower fill (20) of dark grey sand contained two small sherds 
(0.007kg) of pottery of uncertain date (but possibly of early medieval to medieval 
origin), cattle bone (0.110kg) and two amphibian bones (0.001kg). The upper fill (21), 
a mid reddish grey silty sand, did not produce any finds. 

3.4.7 Ditch 17 (Fig.3, Section 5) was aligned from north-east to south-west. It was 0.92m 
wide and 0.34m deep with steep sides and a concave base. The fill (18), a mid reddish 
grey sand with rare flecks of charcoal, was also devoid of finds. 

3.5 Trench 2  
3.5.1 Trench 2 (Plate 3) was located towards the western boundary of the site. It lay on a 

north-north-west to south-south-east alignment and contained both linear and 
discrete features (ditches 4, 6, 15 and 33, gully 22, and pit 31). 

3.5.2 The northern-most ditch (4) was cut by ditch 6 along its southern edge (Plate 4, Fig.3, 
Section 1). Both ditches were aligned east to west and were similarly steep sided with 
concave bases. The narrowest ditch (4) was approximately 0.76m wide and 0.23m 
deep. Its mid brownish fill (5) of sandy silt contained 21 pieces (1.430kg) of material 
which had the appearance of slag but was actually a naturally occurring concretion of 
geological origin (Timberlake pers.com). An amphibian bone (<0.001kg) and a small 
amount of untransformed elderberry (Sambucus nigra) seeds were also recovered 
from the fill.   
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3.5.3 Ditch 6 was wider at 1.66m and deeper at 0.42m. It also contained small naturally 
occurring concretions within its fill (7) of mid greyish brown sandy silt. 

3.5.4 Ditches 4 and 6 are coincident with an east to west linear cropmark identified by the 
NMP Fig.2).  

3.5.5 Ditch 15 lay on a north-east to south-west alignment. It measured 1.05m wide and 
0.24m deep. The sole fill (16), a mid greyish brown sandy silt, was devoid of finds (Fig.3, 
Section 4). 

3.5.6 A layer (34) of light grey sandy silt with abundant flint and stone inclusions filled 
hollows and undulations in the natural (up to a depth of 0.10m) within the central part 
of the trench. This layer was truncated by ditch 33 along its northern edge. 

3.5.7 Ditch 33 was 2.0m wide by 0.50m deep with steep sides and a concave base. It 
contained two fills. The lower fill (60) was light grey sandy silt with abundant flint and 
stone inclusions; the same material as layer 34. The upper fill (35), a light reddish 
brown sandy silt produced some cattle bone (0.191kg). 

3.5.8 Pit 31 was overlain by the stony layer 34 and partially obscured by the baulk edge. It 
was sub-circular in plan, measured 0.80m wide by 0.22m deep, with steep sides and a 
concave base. The sole fill (32), a mid brownish grey sandy silt, produced no finds. 

3.5.9 Gully 22 was aligned approximately north-east to south-west. It measured 0.36m wide 
and 0.05m deep, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. The sole fill (23), a mid 
brownish grey sandy silt, contained no finds. 

3.6 Trench 3 
3.6.1 Trench 3 (Plate 5) (on a north-north-east to south -south -west alignment) lay to the 

south of Trench 1 and east of Trench 2. Three discrete features (24, 26 and 36) were 
revealed in the northern half of the trench. This trench was prone to flooding. 

3.6.2 A large pit (36), was partially obscured by the western baulk of the trench. It had 
relatively gentle sides but constant flooding of the feature precluded full excavation. A 
single sherd of Roman pottery (0.023kg), cattle (0.053kg) and pig bone (0.005kg) and 
a piece of burnt flint (0.011kg), possibly a burnt core fragment, were recovered from 
its dark brownish grey silty sand fill (37). A moderate amount of carbonised seeds, 
including oats, barley and rye, were recovered from the bulk environment sample 
taken from the fill (Fig.3, Section 12).  

3.6.3 Pits 24 and 26 (Plate 6) were situated in the central part of the trench. Both were sub-
circular in plan, although the eastern edge of the larger pit (26) was obscured by the 
baulk edge of the trench. Both pits were prone to flooding during excavation. 

3.6.4 The smaller pit (24) was 0.50m in diameter and 0.40m deep. It had near-vertical sides 
and a concave base. The sole fill (25) consisted of a dark grey sandy silt with frequent 
charcoal inclusions. It contained 0.019kg of pottery, comprising three sherds of Roman 
pottery and one sherd of uncertain date along with large mammal bone, including 
cattle (0.507kg). The bulk environmental sample of this fill produced a moderate 
amount of carbonised cereal grains including barley, wheat and rye (Fig.3, Section 8). 
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3.6.5 The larger pit (26) had a projected diameter of 1.28m and measured 0.40m deep. It 
was steep sided, but its full profile was unknown owing to excessive flooding of the 
feature, which prevented its full excavation. No finds were recovered from the lower 
fill (27), which was a mid greyish brown sandy silt with occasional charcoal inclusions. 
The upper fill (28), a dark grey sandy silt, contained only a flint flake but the bulk 
environmental sample produced a moderate amount of carbonised seeds including 
oats, barley and rye (Fig.3, Section 9). 

3.7 Trench 4 and 5 
3.7.1 These trenches (Plates 7 and 8), located in the eastern part of the site were found to 

be devoid of archaeology. 

3.8 Trench 6 
3.8.1 Trench 6 (Plate 9) lay directly south of Trenches 4 and 5 on an east to west alignment. 

A single ditch was located toward the centre of the trench. 

3.8.2 Ditch 29 was aligned north-north-west to south-south-east. It measured 0.88m wide 
and 0.15m deep, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. The sole fill (30), a mid 
brownish grey sandy silt, produced no finds (Fig.3, Section 10).  

3.9 Trench 7 
3.9.1  Trench 7 (Plate 10) was located toward the eastern boundary of the site on a north-

north-west to south-south-east alignment. Five ditches (44, 48, 58, 41 and 38) and 
three discrete features (50, 52 and 54) were excavated. 

3.9.2 At the northern end of the trench, ditch 44 was aligned from east to west. It measured 
1.10m wide and 0.28m deep, with gently sloping sides and a concave base. No finds 
were recovered from the sole fill (45) of light brownish grey silty sand (Fig3 Section 
14). 

3.9.3 To the south, similarly aligned ditch 48 measured 1.40m wide and 0.36m deep with 
steep sides and an irregular base. Its fill (49) was a mid grey, silty sand with occasional 
large flint nodules concentrated at the base of the feature. No finds were recovered 
(Fig.3, Section 16). 

3.9.4 Ditch 58 was aligned north-west to south east, was 1.35m wide and 0.28m deep with 
steep sides and a concave base. The sole fill (59), a mid reddish brown sand, was 
devoid of finds (Fig.3, Section 19). 

3.9.5 Towards the southern end of the trench, lay two intercutting ditches (38 and 41). At 
their northern end, they filled the whole width of the trial trench suggesting a possible 
shift from their north to south alignment at this location. 

3.9.6 The full profile of ditch 41 was obscured along its western edge by the trench baulk 
Whether it turned westward at this point or terminated within the excavated slot was 
not discernible. The excavated section indicated that this ditch was in excess of 0.74m 
wide and was at least 0.48m deep. The sides were steep and although the base was 
not reached, it was tending towards a concave profile. The lower fill (42), a mid greyish 



  
 

Informative Trial Trenching at Wretham Road, Great Hockham, Norfolk
  1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 9 22 March 2019 

 

brown sand, was overlain by a mid grey sand fill (43). Neither fill contained finds (Fig.3, 
Section 13). 

3.9.7 Observing the section, it was clear that ditch 41 truncated ditch 38, although this was 
not evident in plan. Ditch 38 measured 0.86m wide by 0.34m deep with steep sides 
and a concave base. This ditch also contained two fills: a lower fill (39) of mid reddish 
sand and an upper fill of mid grey sand (40). Neither fill produced finds (Fig.3, Section 
13). 

3.9.8 A second slot (56) excavated into the northern end of these features, to further sample 
ditch 41, produced no finds from its fill (57) of mid grey silty sand. However, single 
grain of rye was identified from the bulk environmental sample. 

3.9.9 Three pits (50, 52 and 54) (Plate 11) were located toward the extreme southern end 
of the trench. They were all sub circular in plan with the largest pit (52) flanked by two 
smaller pits to the south-west (pit 54) and the north-east (pit 50) (Fig.3, Section 17). 

3.9.10 Pit 50 was 0.26m in diameter and 0.06m in depth with gently sloping sides and a 
concave base. The sole fill (51), a mid reddish brown sand, contained no finds. Pit 52 
measured 1.18m in diameter and 0.14m deep, with moderately steep sides and a 
concave base. Its mid brownish grey fill (53) also produced no finds. Pit 54 was 0.60m 
in diameter and 0.14 deep. The fill (55) was a similar mid greyish brown and was also 
devoid of finds. 

3.10 Finds summary 
3.10.1 Artefactual remains were sparsely distributed across the site. They derived from only 

four features within Trenches 1, 2 and 3.  No metal objects were recovered from the 
trial trenching either through hand collection or as a result of metal detecting.  
Ceramics were rare with only seven (0.049kg) sherds of pottery recovered (from ditch 
19 in Trench 1 and two pits (26 and 36) in Trench 3. Both Roman and medieval sherds 
were present. The pottery was worn and abraded, and some sherds proved undatable. 
Two pieces of flint, a blade-like flake and a burnt core fragment were recovered from 
two pits (26 and 36) in Trench 3.  

3.11 Environmental summary 
3.11.1 Bulk samples were processed from six archaeological features (4, 19, 24, 26, 36, 56) 

within Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 7. Charred grains were found in four of the samples with 
the greatest quantities being recovered from pits in Trench 3.  A total of 23 identifiable 
fragments (0.868kg) of faunal remains were recovered from the site. These were 
recovered from Trenches 1, 2 and 3 with the greatest number being recovered from 
pit 24 in Trench 3. 
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4 DISCUSSION 
4.1 Reliability of field investigation 
4.1.1 The results of the field investigation are deemed to be as reliable as can reasonably be 

expected given the poor ground conditions encountered during the trial trenching. 
The high water table, in the southwestern corner of the site, proved particularly 
problematic. In Trench 3 (Plate 5), this meant it was not possible to fully excavate all 
the encountered features. Despite very bright winter conditions, archaeological 
features were discernible as they were filled by greyish fills that stood out from the 
lighter more yellow natural deposits. 

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results 
4.2.1 The project aims and objectives defined in the WSI (Muldowney 2018) are listed in 

Section 2.1. The following statements outline the remains encountered on the site and 
how these help in achieving these objectives.  

4.2.2 Archaeological features were mainly concentrated in five out of seven trenches 
(Trenches 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7).  Features were located mainly in the western part of the 
site (Trenches 1, 2 and 3) where a significant number of linear and discrete features 
were revealed and toward the eastern boundary (Trench 7), where further linear and 
discrete features were found. 

4.2.3 Ascribing a period to the features is problematic as very few artefacts were found, and 
these were largely fragmented and abraded. Pottery of Roman date was recovered 
from two pits (26 and 36) in Trench 3, pottery of possibly early medieval to medieval 
date was recovered from ditch 19 in Trench 1.  

4.2.4 The central part of the site (Trenches 4, 5 and 6) was largely devoid of archaeological 
features. However, a single undated ditch was revealed within Trench 6 toward the 
southern boundary of the site. 

4.2.5 A number of linear cropmarks identified by the NMP are sufficiently coincident with 
excavated ditches in Trenches 1 and 2 to be interpreted as representing the same 
features. 

4.2.6 Charred plant and faunal remains were recovered from a small number of features 
with the foremost assemblages deriving from pits in Trench 3. 

4.2.7 The results confirm the presence of linear features identified by the NMP, although 
artefactual and environmental evidence associated with these is sparse and the date 
for this activity is problematic, but tentatively ascribed to the medieval period. Other 
isolated sparsely distributed features (pits) are also present on the site. Environmental 
evidence is moderately good from the pits but the date for this activity is problematic 
although it is tentatively ascribed to the Roman period.   

4.2.8 Sufficient data was gathered by the evaluation to inform a mitigation strategy for 
further archaeological work on the site. 
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4.3 Interpretation 
4.3.1 The trial trenching at Wretham Road, Great Hockham has revealed a series of 

boundary or enclosure ditches in Trenches 1, 2, 6 and 7. The dating of these features 
is problematic as few datable finds were recovered, however, a medieval date is 
suggested based on the presence of a few sherds found in Ditch 19 in Trench 1.  

4.3.2 The lack of good dating evidence prohibits the secure dating of any of these ditches 
and there was no clear relationship between ditch slots from one trench to another. 
There are, however, two alignments present, one is north to south by east to west 
and the other is southwest to northeast by northwest to southeast.  Both alignments 
are also shown on cropmarks recorded by the National Mapping Program (Fig.2).  
Several of the excavated ditches coincide closely enough to the NMP cropmarks to be 
considered to be the same ditches, (Ditch 13, Ditches 4 and 6, Ditches 11 and 8). It is 
also interesting to note that Ditch 13 follows a similar alignment to Shropham Road 
which continues to the southwest towards Holy Trinity Church and Hockham Hall 
(9047) (Fig. 1 and the Ordnance Survey 25” map revised 1904). 
(https://maps.nls.uk/view/120854543 accessed 20/3/19) 

4.3.3 It is possible that the undated stony layer (34) in Trench 2 represents some kind of 
trackway or surface but the evidence from trial trenching was not conclusive.  

4.3.4 The three pits in Trench 3 may indicate the deposition of waste associated with activity 
related to mixed farming or processing. Cereal grains and remains of food animals 
(cattle and pigs) were found in these pits. 

4.3.5 Charred cereal grains include wheat, barley, oats and rye. Of these, Pit 36 produced a 
relatively substantial amount of rye grains, which may be an indicator that Early 
medieval activity was taking place, as "cultivation of rye plants...increased in the 
Anglo-Saxon period" (Dark 2000, 132; Craven pers.com). This could imply that the 
Roman pottery from pit 36 is residual, although there is insufficient evidence to 
substantiate this. 

4.3.6 Animal bone includes cattle and pig suggesting mixed animal husbandry, however, the 
bones were very fragmented and indicative of tertiary deposition, possibly the result 
of manuring. 

4.3.7  The paucity of medieval finds suggests the small number of very abraded sherds 
present are also the result of manuring, rather than deliberate rubbish deposition. 

4.4 Significance 
4.4.1 This site has limited potential to provide evidence for agricultural land use at Great 

Hockham during the Roman and medieval periods. Whilst there is some potential to 
recover further environmental remains, particularly from pits, ascribing a date to these 
may prove problematic. In addition, the environmental remains are likely to be tertiary 
deposits. 

 



  
 

Informative Trial Trenching At Wretham Road, Great Hockham, Norfolk 
  V.1 

©Oxford Archaeology Ltd 12 22 March 2019 

 

APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 

Trench 1 
General description Orientation NE-SW 
Trench contained five ditches. Consists of topsoil overlying 
natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40  
Width (m) 1.8  
Avg. depth (m) 0.51 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.36 Topsoil - - 
8 Cut  1.16 0.52- Ditch - - 
9 Fill - 0.26 Ditch - - 
10 Fill - 0.26 Ditch - - 
11 Cut 1.42 0.30 Ditch - - 
12 Fill - 0.30 Ditch - - 
13 Cut 0.80 0.26 Ditch - - 
14 Fill - 0.26 Ditch - - 
17 Cut 0.92 0.34 Ditch - - 
18 Fill - 0.34 Ditch - - 
19 Cut 2.26 0.62 Ditch - - 
21 Fill - 0.44 Ditch Pottery, bone Medieval? 
22 Fill - 0.18 Ditch - - 

 

Trench 2 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench contained four ditches, a gully and a pit. Consists of topsoil 
and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40  
Width (m) 1.8  
Avg. depth (m) 0.72 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer -  0.52 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  -  0.19 Subsoil - - 
4 Cut 0.76 0.23 Ditch - - 
5 Fill - 0.23 Ditch - - 
6 Cut 1.66 0.42 Ditch - - 
7 Fill - 0.42 Ditch - - 
15 Cut 1.05 0. 24 Ditch - - 
16 Fill - 0.24 Ditch - - 
22 Cut 0.36 0.05 Gully - - 
23 Fill - 0.05 Gully - - 
31 Cut 0.80 0.22 Pit - - 
32 Fill - 0.22 Pit - - 
33 Cut   Ditch - - 
34 Layer - 0.10 Stony layer - - 
35 Fill -  Ditch Bone - 
60 Fill -  Ditch - - 
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Trench 3 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench contains three pits. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40 
Width (m) 1.8 
Avg. depth (m) 0.65 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1  Layer -  0.51 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  -  0.14 Subsoil - - 
24 Cut 0.50 0.40 Pit - - 
25 Fill - 0.40 Pit - - 
26 Cut 1.28 0.40 Pit - - 
27 Fill - 0.28 Pit Pot, bone Medieval? 
28 Fill - 0.19 Pit - - 
36 Cut 3.40 0.28 Pit - - 
37 Fill - 0.28 Pit Pot, bone, flint Medieval? 

 
Trench 4 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40 
Width (m) 1.8 
Avg. depth (m) 0.60 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1  Layer - 0.35 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.25 Subsoil - - 

 
Trench 5 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40 
Width (m) 1.8 
Avg. depth (m) 0.70 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1  Layer - 0.48 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.21 Subsoil - - 

 
Trench 6 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying 
natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40 
Width (m) 1.8 
Avg. depth (m) 0.70 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1  Layer - 0.54 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0.17 Subsoil - - 
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29 Cut 0.88 0.15 Ditch - - 
30 Fill - 0.15 Ditch - - 

 
Trench 7 
General description Orientation E-W 
Trench contains five ditches and three pits. Consists of topsoil and 
subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 40 
Width (m) 1.8 
Avg. depth (m) 0.73 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1  Layer - 0. 50 Topsoil - - 
2 Layer  - 0. 13 Subsoil - - 
38 Cut 0.84 0.34- Ditch - - 
39 Fill - 0.12 Ditch - - 
40 Fill - 0.16 Ditch - - 
41 Cut 0.84 0.48 Ditch - - 
42 Fill - 0.12 Ditch - - 
43 Fill - 0.36 Ditch - - 
44 Cut 1.10 0.28 Ditch - - 
45 Fill - 0.28 Ditch - - 
48 Cut 1.80 0.36 Ditch - - 
49 Fill - 0.36 Ditch - - 
50 Cut 0.26 0.06 Pit - - 
51 Fill - 0.06 Pit - - 
52 Cut 1.18 0.14 Pit - - 
53 Fill - 0.14 Pit - - 
54 Cut 0.60 0.14 Pit - - 
55 Fill - 0.14 Pit - - 
56 Cut - 0.26 Ditch - - 
57 Fill - 0.26 Ditch - - 
58 Cut 1.35 0.28 Ditch - - 
59 Fill - 0.28 Ditch - - 
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS 
B.1 Pottery 

By Caro le  F letcher  with  Roman pottery ident if ied by Kathryn Blackbourn  

Introduction and  Methodology   

B.1.1 Archaeological works produced a small assemblage of abraded pottery (7 sherds 
weighing 0.049kg), recovered from a ditch in Trench 1 and two pits in Trench 3 (Table 
1). 

B.1.2 The Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group (PCRG), Study Group for Roman Pottery 
(SGRP), and The Medieval Pottery Research Group (MPRG), 2016 A Standard for 
Pottery Studies in Archaeology and the MPRG A guide to the classification of medieval 
ceramic forms (MPRG 1998) act as standards. However, a simplified method of 
recording has been undertaken, with fabric (the fabric identifications are tentative), 
basic description, weight and count recorded in the text. The pottery and archive are 
curated by Oxford Archaeology East until formal deposition or dispersal. 

Assemblage  

B.1.3 Trench 1: Ditch 19 produced two abraded sherds of pottery from sample 9, a reduced 
sandy (with occasional flint) coarseware body sherd (0.003kg) of uncertain date, but 
possibly early medieval and a small abraded (0.004kg) pale brown-grey sandy ware 
sherd from the base angle of a vessel, possibly medieval in date. 

B.1.4 Trench 3: Pit 24 produced four sherds of pottery from sample 1, a small abraded, 
reduced, quartz-tempered body sherd (0.005kg) of uncertain date and three abraded 
sandy greyware sherds (0.014kg), possibly from the same Roman vessel. Pit 36 
produced a moderately abraded base angle sherd (0.023kg) from a Roman oxidised 
sandy ware jar. 

Trench Cut Context Qtty Sample Date 

1 19 20 1/3g 9 ? early medieval 

1 19 20 1/4g 9 ? medieval 

3 24 25 1/5g 1 Undated 

3 24 25 3/14g  Roman 

3 36 37 1/23g  Roman 

Table 1: pottery by context 

Discuss ion  

B.1.5 The pottery present is a mix of periods, as might be expected on land with a long 
history of agricultural usage, with Trench 1 producing both medieval and undated 
sherds and Trench 3 producing mid 1st to 4th century Roman pottery, although the 
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paucity of material suggests this represents a manuring scatter and that the area is 
some distance from any formal settlement. The paucity of medieval finds suggests the 
small number of sherds present are also the result of manuring, rather than deliberate 
rubbish deposition. All the pottery has undergone reworking, and none provides 
conclusive dating evidence for the features. 

Retention,  d ispersa l  or  d isp lay  

B.1.6 Should further work be undertaken, the pottery should be incorporated into any later 
catalogue. Further work is likely to produce additional pottery, although based on this 
assemblage, pottery sherds are likely to be small and heavily abraded. The sherds may 
be dispersed prior to archive deposition. 

B.2 Flint 

By Rona Booth  

Introduction  

B.2.1  Two pieces of flint were recovered during the Great Hockham evaluation. 

B.2.2 A small blade-like plunging flake was recovered from the upper fill (28) of Pit 26 in 
Trench 3. It was made of light brown flint and had a damaged platform. It can be 
broadly dated as late Mesolithic to Early Neolithic. 

B.2.3 A burnt chunk of flint (0.011kg) was found in the sole fill (37) of pit 36, also in Trench 
3.  It is possible this was a burnt flake-based core fragment.   

B.2.4 The flint is likely to be residual in the features from which it was recovered and 
indicates a minimal prehistoric presence in the area.    

B.2.5 The flint is of minimal significance and needs no further analysis. 

B.2.6 Should no further work take place it may be dispersed. 
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 
C.1 Environmental Samples 

By Martha Craven  

 Introduction  

C.1.1 Six bulk samples were taken from features within the site, in order to assess the quality 
of preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide useful data as part of 
further archaeological investigations.  Samples were taken from features encountered 
within Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 7 from deposits that are unknown in date.  

Methodology  

C.1.2 The total volume (up to 20L) of each of the samples was processed by tank flotation 
using modified Siraf-type equipment for the recovery of preserved plant remains, 
dating evidence and any other artefactual evidence that might be present. The floating 
component (flot) of the samples was collected in a 0.3mm nylon mesh and the residue 
was washed through 10mm, 5mm, 2mm and a 0.5mm sieve. 

C.1.3 The dried flots were scanned using a binocular microscope at magnifications up to x 
60 and an abbreviated list of the recorded remains are presented in Table 2. 
Identification of plant remains is with reference to the Digital Seed Atlas of the 
Netherlands (Cappers et al. 2006) and the authors' own reference collection. 
Nomenclature is according to Zohary and Hopf (2000) for cereals and Stace (1997) for 
other plants. Plant remains have been identified to species where possible. The 
identification of cereals has been based on the characteristic morphology of the grains 
and chaff as described by Jacomet (2006).  

Quantification  

C.1.4 For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds and cereal grains have 
been scanned and recorded qualitatively according to the following categories: 

# = 1-5, ## = 6-25, ### = 26-100, #### = 100+ specimens 

C.1.5 Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal and molluscs have been scored 
for abundance 

+ = occasional, ++ = moderate, +++ = frequent, ++++ = abundant 

Key to tables: 

U=untransformed 

Results  

C.1.6 Preservation of plant remains is by carbonisation; many of the flots contain rootlets 
which may have caused movement of material between contexts.   

C.1.7 Three samples, all from Trench 3, contained moderate amounts of carbonised cereal 
grains. Sample 1, fill 25 of pit 24 (Trench 3) contained barley (Hordeum vulgare), rye (Secale 
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cereale), wheat (Triticum sp.) and cereal grains that were too heavily abraded to be identified. 
Sample 2, fill 27 of pit 26 (Trench 3) and Sample 4, fill 37 of pit 36 (Trench 3) contained oats 
(Avena sp.), barley (Hordeum vulgare), rye (Secale cereale) and cereal grains that were too 
heavily abraded to be identified. These three samples also contained a moderate amount of 
charcoal.  

C.1.8 Samples taken from other trenches contained a much lower quantity of plant remains. 
Sample 5, fill 57 of ditch 56 (Trench 7) contained a single rye (Secale cereale) grain, a single 
grain that was too heavily abraded to be identified and a moderate amount of charcoal. 
Sample 7, fill 5 of ditch 4 (Trench 2) contained a small quantity of untransformed elderberry 
seeds (Sambucus nigra). 

C.1.9 Molluscs were recovered in moderate quantities in four of the samples and are 
reasonably well preserved. 

C.1.10 Sample 9 fill 20 of ditch 19 (Trench 1), and Sample 1 contained pottery which has 
been incorporated into the finds catalogue. 
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1 25 3 24 Pit 15 60 ## # 0 + 0 2 # 0 0 

2 27 3 26 Pit 20 45 ## 0 0 ++ 0 7 0 0 0 

4 37 3 36 Pit 20 80 ### 0 # ++ 0 15 0 # 0 

5 57 7 56 Ditch 18 60 # 0 0 +++ 0 2 0 0 0 

7 5 2 4 Ditch 18 50 0 0 #U 0 # <1 0 0 # 

9 20 1 19 Ditch 17 10 0 0 0 +++ # 0 # 0 # 

 

Table 2:  Environmental samples from Wretham Road, Great Hockham  

Discuss ion  

C.1.11 The recovery of charred grain, weed seeds and charcoal indicates that pits have the 
most potential to provide further evidence at this site.  

C.1.12 The presence of several pits containing moderate quantities of cereal grains in Trench 
3 could suggest that there is a focus of activity in this area. 

C.1.13 If further excavation is planned for this area, it is recommended that well-dated 
contexts are targeted and environmental sampling is carried out in accordance with 
Historic England guidelines (2011). 
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C.2 Animal Bone 

By Zoë Uí  Choi leá in  

Introduction  and  methodology  

C.2.1 A small assemblage of animal bone weighing 868g and totalling 23 countable 
fragments was recovered from the site. The material was recovered from pits and 
ditches and includes specimens recovered from environmental samples. The 
fragmentation levels are high and only six specimens can be identified to taxon. The 
remaining fragments were recorded as large mammal or amphibian and are included 
in Table 3. 

C.2.2 All bone was identified using Schmid (1972). Preservation condition was evaluated 
using the 0-5 scale devised by Brickley and McKinley (2004 14-15). 

 
Trench Cut Context Type Taxon Element Count  Weight 

1 19 20 Ditch Cattle Metatarsus 1  110 
1 19 20 Ditch Amphibian Long bone 2  1 
2 4 5 Ditch Amphibian Long bone 1  1 
2 33 35 Ditch Cattle Radius 1  191 
3 24 25 Pit Cattle Axis 1  54 
3 24 25 Pit Cattle Metapodial 1  5 

3 24 25 Pit 
Large 
mammal Vertebra 14 

 
448 

3 36 37 Pit Pig 
Mand 
Canine 1 

 
5 

3 36 37 Pit Cattle Mandible 1  53 
Totals      23  868 

 

Table 3: Total weight count and taxa present per feature 

  

Results  

C.2.3 The surface condition of the bone on average represents a 2-3 on the scale devised by 
Brickley and McKinley (ibid). This means that all of the surface of the bone has been 
affected by erosion to some degree. 

C.2.4 Five fragments of cattle bone and a single mandibular canine from a male pig are 
recordable. All observable epiphyses are fused. The material is highly fragmented and 
no metric data is collectable. An MNI (minimum number of individuals) of one is 
recordable for both taxa. 

Summary  and  Recommendations  

C.2.5 This is a very small assemblage most likely representative of tertiary domestic waste, 
possibly derived from muck heaps that have subsequently been spread to manure 
crops. Due to the high fragmentation levels there is little other information that can 
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be gleaned from the material. If further excavations take place, the evaluation 
assemblage should be incorporated into the larger assemblage. If no further 
excavation takes place it is recommended that the material may be dispersed. 
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Figure 1: Site location showing archaeological trenches (black) in development area (red), with National
Mapping Project (NMP) data and Norfolk Historic Environment Record (NHER) entries mentioned in the text
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Figure 2: Evaluation results overlain on National Mapping Project (NMP) data
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Figure 3: Selected sections

easteasteast

Flint

Bone

Limit of excavation

Uncertain

NW SE

36.10 m OD

4

7
5

6

Section 1 Trench 2
NW SE

36.10 m OD

7
5

11

8

1

312

9

10
3

Section 2 Trench 1
E W

36.13 m OD

Section 3 Trench 1
SE NW

36.26 m OD

13

14

Section 4 Trench 2

SE NW

     

15

1

16

2
35.89 m OD

Section 5 Trench 1
NW SE

36.32 m OD

 17  

18

Section 6 Trench 1
SW NE

36.21 m OD

 19  

21

20

Section 8 Trench 3

NW SE
36.18 m OD

 24  

25

Section 9 Trench 3
SENW

26

28

36.23 m OD

27

2

Section 10 Trench 6
NE SW

36.84 m OD

 29

30

Section 13 Trench 7
EW

41

37.02 m OD

40

39

42

43

38

 36

Topsoil

37

Section 12 Trench 3
SW NE

36.91 m OD

 45

 44

1

2

Section 14 Trench 7
SN

37.79 m OD

 49

 48

1

Section 16 Trench 7
NS

37.88 m OD

51
50 53

52

55

54

Section 17 Trench 7
SWNE

36.91 m OD

 59

 58

Section 19 Trench 7
SW NE

37.05 m OD



Plate 2: Trench 1, ditch 19, looking north-west 

Plate 1: Trench 1, looking east 
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Plate 4: Trench 2, ditches 4 and 6, looking north-east 

Plate 3: Trench 2, looking south  
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Plate 6: Trench 3, pits 24 and 26, looking north-north-east 

Plate 5: Trench 3, looking south-west 
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Plate 8: Trench 5, looking north-east

Plate 7: Trench 4, looking west
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Plate 9: Trench 6, looking west 

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 2299

easteasteast



Plate 10: Trench 7, looking north 
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Plate 11: Trench 7, pits 50, 52, 54, looking south-east
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