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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was commissioned by WDR and RT Taggart,
on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd, to undertake the archaeological evaluation of a site
outlined for a proposed shopping centre, at Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down
in Northern Ireland (NGR centred SJ 4915 7375). The site lies to the south of the
present centre of the town, immediately to the south of the medieval Dominican
priory. The site comprises the entirety of a former seventeenth century walled garden,
and is still surrounded by an almost intact wall which is a Scheduled Monument (Dow
6:19). It was later used for industrial purposes but now remains derelict, with any
buildings having been demolished but evidence can be seen in the hardstandings still
present on site.

Large proportions of the proposal development of the site are given over to a
basement car park, which will have a significant impact on any archaeological
remains. A desk-based assessment undertaken for the Environmental Assessment of
the site and watching brief maintained during geotechnical test pits in 1998 showed
there to be high archaeological potential within the site (OAU 1998a and b). On
account of the impact of the proposed development, the Environment and Heritage
Service (EHS) requested a programme of archaeological trenching to adequately
sample the archaeological resource prior to the determination of the planning
application. The work was undertaken over ten days from 4th to 15th September 2006.

Ten trenches (Trenches 1-10) were excavated during the course of the investigations
targeted on features and deposits, or areas of archaeological potential identified from
the investigations in 1998 (ibid). Trench 1 examined the vicinity of a blocked gateway
in the northern wall for evidence of a pathway or other associated features. The
remains of putative garden soils, possible garden features and a large culvert were
observed. It seems almost certain that the culvert discovered was the same as the
stone-lined drainage channel observed during the course of the previous watching
brief (OAU 1998b). Trench 2, initially positioned to locate the culvert subsequently
found in Trench 1, revealed a low number of possible garden features and drains and,
again, all the discovered remains could relate to the site’s previous use as a walled
garden. Trench 3 investigated an area close to the priory where associated remains
had been found previously. No features dating to the medieval period or relating to the
priory were discovered; indeed, most of the features revealed appeared to be relatively
recent in date.

Trenches 4, 5 and 6 investigated the pond shown on early mapping evidence that was
later used as a reservoir for the factory (OAU 1998a). The origins of the pond were
uncertain, possibly relating to the seventeenth century garden or earlier. The three
trenches revealed stone-filled depressions and the limits of the infilled pond were
defined. Trenches 7 and 8 were positioned to examine areas thought to have relatively
little modern disturbance in an attempt to assess the survival of any undisturbed
archaeological remains or deposits. Unfortunately, a high degree of modern
disturbance was revealed in both trenches. Trench 9 was located between the remains
of two mill buildings shown on early mapping evidence (ibid). Again, the aim was to
assess the potential for undisturbed earlier remains beneath. Two undated soil layers
suggested at least a degree of survival in this area, although no significant
archaeological remains were observed.
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Trench 10 examined the gap in the bawn (garden) wall to investigate the survival of
below-ground remains of the scheduled monument. It revealed the below-ground
survival of the garden wall, almost immediately beneath the current ground surface
and on exactly the same alignment as the surviving above-ground wall. From this
evidence it seems reasonable to suggest that the wall potentially survives, near to the
surface, for much of the remainder of the apparent gap in the north-eastern corner of
the site.

The results of the assessment of the environmental samples taken during the fieldwork
have highlighted the potential for the survival of waterlogged remains across the site.
In addition, samples proved that the natural geology was observed in Trench 1, but
was not observed in Trench 3.

The results of this evaluation have highlighted a low degree of modern disturbance in
the north-western corner of the site, which is currently under general scrub vegetation.
Much of the remainder of the site exhibited a considerable degree of modern intrusion
and truncation, although the infilled pond and the garden wall have survived. The
majority of the finds date the activity within the site to the eighteenth century
onwards, with only one piece of green-glazed pottery found unstratified within Trench
10 of possible late medieval date. No finds associated with the priory were retrieved.
This evidence suggests that the site was landscaped and levels raised to create the
seventeenth century garden.

In order to understand more fully the phasing of the site it is suggested that further
intrusive work would be required.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 WDR and RT Taggart commissioned Oxford Archaeology North (OA North),
on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd, to undertake the archaeological evaluation of a
site outlined for a proposed shopping centre at Castlebawn, Newtownards,
County Down, Northern Ireland (Fig 1; NGR centred SJ 4915 7375).

1.1.2 The proposed development site lies within a former walled garden known as
Castle Gardens or Castlebawn, the wall of which is a Scheduled Monument
(Dow 6:19). The site is of high archaeological significance and large
proportions of the proposed development plans are given over to a basement
car park, which will have a significant impact on any below-ground
archaeological remains. As a result, the Environment and Heritage Service
(EHS) requested a programme of archaeological trenching to adequately
sample and evaluate the archaeological resource prior to the determination of
the planning application to examine the nature, extent, survival and
significance of any remains.

1.1.3 The location and size of the trenches was devised following consultation with
EHS, utilising the results of the work undertaken in 1998 by Oxford
Archaeology (then known as Oxford Archaeological Unit) as part of an
archaeological impact assessment of the Castle Gardens and area immediately
to the south (OAU 1998a and b). The impact assessment comprised a desk-
based assessment and watching brief of 41 geotechnical test-pits. The
evaluation fieldwork was undertaken over ten days from 4th to 15th September
2006.

1.2 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

1.2.1 The town of Newtownards is situated on the main road between Donagadee
and Belfast, in the parish of Newtownards. The site lies to the south of the
present centre of the town, immediately to the south of the remains of the
former medieval Dominican priory, and comprises the entirety of the
seventeenth century walled garden area, which is still surrounded by an almost
intact wall.

1.2.2 The town lies on low ground, enclosed by higher ground to the north and west,
although the site is very flat and low lying, with a height range of 2.6m to
3.7m aOD across it. Currently, the site is derelict with foundations of factory
buildings and their associated ground floor surfaces covering areas in the
north-east and south-west of the site. A number of other partially demolished
buildings are present across the site, with most of the remaining area covered
with a tarmac surface. A small grassed area in the north-west corner of the site
appears to be the only area without any obvious modern disturbance.

1.2.3 The development site lies on Sherwood Sandstone, overlain by estuarine
alluvium of soft blue clays and yellow sands, indicating that this area was once
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part of Strangford Lough, now c 2km to the south. This deposit stretches south
from approximately the line of the High Street and Greenwell Street in
Newtownards (OA North 1998a).

1.3 HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

1.3.1 Introduction: the following background is a précis of the desk-based
assessment prepared for the Environmental Impact Assessment for the site
(OAU 1998a). This information is provided to place the results of the
evaluation in an archaeological and historical context and the original
assessment should be referred to for more detailed information.

1.3.2 Prehistoric Period: the area around Newtownards displays evidence of
Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age activity. Around the shores of
Strangford Lough significant finds of Mesolithic worked flint have been found
at Ardmillan, Rough Island, Castle Espie, Reagh Island, Ringneill and Mahee
Island amongst others, indicating a significant Mesolithic presence in the area.
It is likely that during this time the shores of the Lough extended as far north
as the evaluation site. During the Neolithic period, north-east Down proved an
attractive proposition for settlement due to its easily workable soils. Scrabo
Hill to the west of the Newtownards was the site of a Neolithic cairn and
dolmen-type tomb, destroyed in the mid-nineteenth century. Evidence of
Bronze Age activity in the area includes numerous finds of bronze socketed
axes, including one found in Newtownards itself, a cemetery located at
Ballyrogan, and a Bronze Age village on Scrabo Hill, which was also the site
of an Iron Age hillfort. Scrabo Hill was a focal point of activity throughout the
prehistoric period and from this area, farming presumably occurred in the
lowland areas surrounding it, including the area around Newtownards (ibid).

1.3.3 Early Christian Period: the founding of a monastery at Movilla, c 2.5km to
the north-east of the development site, was significant in relation to the origins
of Newtownards itself, as its presence and prosperity would have provided a
focus of settlement and opened up the area for later, adjacent settlements.  The
monastery was founded by Finnian in AD 540 as a monastic school and one of
its most famous early students was Columba. Its size and importance ensured
that an associated non-monastic community grew up around it to serve its
secular needs. In AD 823 the community and monastery was attacked by
Vikings, who established a trading centre at Strangford Lough, but the
monastery and associated community survived and continued to flourish. In
the early twelfth century the monastery adopted Augustinian rule, but due to
inter-tribal conflicts in the eleventh and twelfth century, the monastery became
poorer (ibid).

1.3.4 The Anglo-Norman Town: it is assumed that there was an Anglo-Norman
settlement at Newtownards, known as Blathwyc or Newtown, and while the
towns of the earldom are not very well documented, it is listed with other
towns in 1326 and 1333 (McNeill 1980, 90-91). Newtownards may have been
an extension of settlement from Dundonald, where there was an Anglo-
Norman motte, hence the ‘new town’ element in the name. There is little
archaeological evidence for the Anglo-Norman town which seems to have
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existed at Newtownards, although excavations in the centre of the medieval
and seventeenth century town has produced some medieval pottery and wall
footings (Bradley 1987, 366).

1.3.5 The foundation of the house for Dominican friars in 1244 immediately to the
north of the development site (along with Coleraine in the same year) can be
taken as an indicator of urban status since the Dominicans, known as the Order
of Preachers, typically founded new priories on the edge of important towns
(Gwynn and Neville-Hadcock 1970, 220). It is thought that the priory, and by
association the town, became an important centre for the church as indicated
by the fact that in 1298 and 1312 it was host to the entire British Isles
Dominican Order’s conference (op cit, 228). It was eventually dissolved in
1541. It conformed to the typical Dominican design with a cloister built on the
south side of the church. A north aisle was added to the church in the
fourteenth century and other alterations occurred in the seventeenth century
when Montgomery (see 1.3.8 below) rebuilt the north aisle, north porch and
tower (OAU 1998a).

1.3.6 The only remaining trace of the priory is the church that stands as a roofless
shell. At present the church faces directly onto Court Street, built in 1860, but
it is possible that originally the precinct of the priory extended to the north in
the area of a bowling green and up to Castle Street. Its eastern boundary is
probably similar to that shown on the town map of 1720, due to the low lying
wet ground which would have been present to the east. Its western and
southern extent is less clear, but the latter is assumed to be north wall of the
development site, which would mean that the bawn (garden) wall was built on
the foundations of the earlier priory boundary wall (ibid).

1.3.7 The late medieval town: peace was brought to the Ulster area in the last
quarter of the thirteenth century and the first ten years of the fourteenth
century, which led to an increase in the wealth of the surrounding areas and
towns.  Edward Bruce’s campaigns in the early fourteenth century devastated
the economy of the area and this cycle of wealth, caused by stability and
devastation, caused by inter-tribal feuding, set the pattern for the prosperity or
otherwise of the towns in the area. References in the Patent Rolls in 1400 refer
to the town for the first time as Newtownards. After the Dissolution, the priory
and its associated lands technically fell to the Crown, but in actuality became
part of the Clannaboy and O’Neills holdings who expressed their ownership
by building a tower house in the grounds of the priory. It is thought that during
this period the town declined and by the time the area was re-colonised in the
sixteenth to seventeenth century the town had to be virtually re-built from
scratch (ibid).

1.3.8 The Plantation Period - (The Montgomerys and the Colvilles): in 1606, after
the re-colonisation, the priory and its land were given to the Montgomery
family who proceeded to re-populate the town with Scotsmen. According to
the Montgomery Manuscript at the beginning of the seventeenth century, there
were less than 30 houses in all of the three parishes of Newtown, Donaghadee
and Greyabbey, an indication of how the fortunes of the area had declined.
Montgomery found the priory building in ruins and roofless but, according to
the Montgomery Manuscript, the priory walls were roofed over for his wife
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and children to live in ‘in the stump of the tower’ (Montgomery Manuscript
p50, Hill 1869), then in 1618 he converted the cloistral walls into a house.
Described by Harris writing in 1744 the old house of the Montgomery family
stood pleasantly seated on the edge of the lake, and the gardens, containing 9
acres… included with a high and firm wall, with flankers at each corner. It
was burned down since it came into the possession of the late Rev. Dr Colville,
and all that remains of it are the gatehouse over which was fixed the
Montgomery’s Arms and some offices, which are now converted into a
dwelling house and common brewery (Harris 1744, 58). Montgomery also
repaired the church and rebuilt the town with about 100 houses, as noted by
the Plantation Commissioners by 1611. The new town obtained borough status
in 1613 (along with 39 other Irish towns) and achieved its zenith in 1630
(Weinbaum 1937). Assuming that the medieval town had perhaps decayed
extensively, it is possible that the regular layout of burgage plots, so evident
on the Ordnance Survey (OS) maps, were the result of this new plantation
(OAU 1998a).

1.3.9 The old priory lands and town were later acquired by the very wealthy Colville
family in 1689 who built a large house on the site of the Montgomery house,
which had burnt down in 1664. Colville is also thought to have laid out the
large formal walled garden shown on the town plan of 1720. These were
described as spacious, well planted, olitory fruit and pleasure gardens which
have a fish pond, spring wells (thence conveyed in conduit pipes to ye kitchen
court) long, broad sanded walks without as well as within, and a bowling
green all there of walled about, and set about with trees and adorned with
diverse curious hewn stone gates, and balls uniformly placed in a regular
comely manner. And hath also built a great and neat dairy house, and ? in ye
fields near unto ye premises (Hill 1869). The town map of 1720 shows the
Colville double-piled house and the large walled garden to the south, divided
into the ‘kitchen garden’ and ‘bog garden’, and the smaller gardens to the
north, called ‘pleasure garden’ and ‘flower garden’. Interestingly to the north
and east of the northern gardens are two areas of land shown as belonging to
the Montgomery family (OAU 1998a).

1.3.10 The southern large walled garden (Castle Gardens or Castlebawn) is assumed
to be that built by Colville and that to the north and west (within the priory
precinct) is assumed to have been the original Montgomery garden taken over
by Colville from the Montgomery family. It has also been assumed in the past
that the area covered by the walled garden was not reclaimed from the marshy
land in the area until Colville built his garden in the late seventeenth century.
However, the origins of this garden are still unclear as the quote from Harris,
written in 1744 (see 1.3.8), seems to imply that it was Montgomery who built
the walled garden and the decorative flanking towers. The nine acres
mentioned in the quote equates with the area seen today enclosed by the bawn
wall. However this implication could be the result of a misunderstanding by
Harris writing c 150 years after the Montgomerys moved in and c 100 years
after the Colvilles took over (ibid).

1.3.11 It is also difficult to date the actual bawn wall, but with the one exception of
the gateway in the north-west corner which appears to be of an earlier
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seventeenth century date, all its datable features appear to be contemporary
with a late seventeenth century date. The southern, eastern and western walls
surrounding the development site do not display any evidence to suggest that
they are any earlier than the late seventeenth century, as the corner towers,
gateways and the construction of the walls are all of a late seventeenth century
type and are for decorative purposes rather than defensive (ibid).

1.3.12 The pond, first seen on the map of 1830, has been referred to as being the
remains of a medieval fishpond associated with the priory (McCavery 1994).
However, there is no real evidence to suggest this; the shape of the ponds as
seen on mapping evidence shows its form to be too regular and geometric to
suggest a medieval date. The SMR suggests that it is an early ornamental canal
and “part of the formal 17th century garden. It resembles that at Antrim,
where the surviving formal garden of Massereene House is the only extant
17th century garden layout in N. Ireland.  It is likely that the canal has simply
been filled in, and survives below ground” (DOE advice note). However, the
pond is not shown on the earliest map of the area of 1720, and is first seen on
the 1830 map and on the OS 1st edition 6” map of 1834 (OAU 1998a),
labelled as a fishpond. It appears from this map that the area may have still
been used as gardens, as there are no other buildings on it, although the garden
is thought to have fallen out of use, perhaps after Colville sold the estate in
1744. If so, the pond may well have originated as a garden feature but its
structure and purpose, i.e. whether it was stone-lined or whether it was built to
help drain this area of the garden, which in 1720 was known as the bog
garden, require further investigation (ibid).

1.3.13 There are references to a flax mill built on the site in 1730, and later on
references to a brewery existing within the Castle Gardens. The 1860 OS map
shows a range of buildings on the site of the Castle Gardens labelled ‘The
Works’ that may relate to the brewery which was said to have been built
behind the priory (ibid). However, they could also belong to the residential
development mentioned in the DOE advice note as A range of buildings is
documented which existed as part of the residential complex, and may have
existed within the area of what is now the BT site (DOE advice note).
Nevertheless, in 1865 George Walker set up a Spinning Mill in the Castle
Gardens for spinning flax and hemp, and both wet and dry spinning techniques
were used. It was powered by steam engines that required vast amounts of
water, of which some came from the ponds by then used as reservoirs. The
mill buildings were demolished from the 1970s to the 1990s. However, prior
to this, a mid twentieth century aerial photograph shows the extent of the
factory buildings at this time and its surroundings. The factory was built up in
the north and east of the site with the rest of the area enclosed by the wall laid
down to grass. The ‘reservoir’ was still open and had three reasonably mature
trees around it (OAU 1998a).

1.3.14 Archaeological Background: excavations carried out by the DOE in 1992 and
1994 (Hurl nd) have taken place at two sites within the priory precinct; one of
which was immediately to the north of the wall, north-west of Trench 3 and
the second was to the south of the priory church. The latter revealed the
remains of the medieval cemetery associated with the priory, with burials
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interred prior to and after the construction of the cloister. Medieval and post-
medieval rubble was also discovered with a wall foundation running into the
west side of the cloister doorway with a stump of a moulded stone pillar sat on
the wall in the excavation to the north of the bawn or garden. Further features,
including a ditch containing wooden planks, shoes and sherds of medieval
pottery, and with a radiocarbon date for the eleventh century, were found.
There were also areas of scorched soil in association with pits and ash deposits
dating to the post-medieval period, possibly reflecting some sort of industrial
activity on the site in this period (ibid).

1.3.15 In 1992 an archaeological excavation was undertaken within the area of the
walled garden, by the gate in the centre of the northern wall. A single trench
was excavated in front of the gate pillars, revealing that they rested on a sand
bedding layer of a gravel path which ran between them, and dated to the late
seventeenth to early eighteenth century, corresponding to the Colville period.
An earlier path was revealed beneath them, resting on a sandy bedding layer,
containing medieval and post-medieval finds. It was flanked by two post-holes
dated by radiocarbon dating to the mid seventeenth century, corresponding to
the Montgomery period. Sealed below the earlier path was a stone-lined drain
of post-medieval date. Beside it were a series of recut pits and gullies
containing a selection of fine medieval wares. These were probably associated
with the medieval occupation of the priory or town. This excavation suggests
that at least the northern part of the walled garden had been reclaimed and/or
drained or was dry enough for use during the medieval period. It also suggests
that the area was also being used by Montgomery in the early seventeenth
century who constructed the drain, erected gate posts in the post-holes,
presumably in a wall, and laid down a path. It is possible that this was the
entrance from his house to his garden or from his house and garden to a strip
of dry land to the south (OAU 1998a).

1.3.16 In 1998 an archaeological watching brief was undertaken during the course of
the excavation of 30 geotechnical test pits, 26 of which were within the walled
garden (OAU 1998b). Four of the test pits were positioned along the northern
side of the garden. These located a large stone-lined drainage channel, the
surface of which was encountered at 1.1m – 1.4m deep. This was constructed
of large roughly-hewn stone slabs with long narrow slabs forming the channel
base and upright slabs forming the ‘walls’ placed to either side of the base.
The most substantial slabs, measuring up to 1m x 0.8m x 0.2m, were used to
cap the drain enclosing a water carrying channel cavity of approximately
0.3m² to 0.4m².  In each case the drain was cut into the surface of the upper
naturally deposited sand and silt and sealed by redeposited silt and imported
garden soil and, in one case, a primary deposit of industrial waste. It was
concluded that the stone drainage channel might have been the same drain that
was encountered in the 1992 excavations. The test pit at the western end of the
drainage channel also produced a single piece of worked stone re-used as part
of the stone slab capping, which may have derived from an earlier building
(ibid).

1.3.17 A uniform sequence of two main deposits was encountered within the area of
least disturbance across the western side of the garden. The earliest of these
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consisted of redeposited pale yellow and cream silts and sand varying in depth
between 0.5m and 0.7m thick. A layer of silty mid brown garden soil, 0.3m to
0.5m thick, overlay this and was present across all of the test pits in the
western area, with the exception of those that had suffered deep modern
intrusions around buildings and car parking areas (ibid).

1.3.18 Four test pits were positioned to investigate the area of the pond first shown on
the 1830 town map. In each test pit modern topsoil, 0.2m to 0.4m thick, sealed
the recent stone rubble backfill of the pond. The rubble was present to the total
excavated depth in three of the four test pits, the deepest being at 2.5m to 3m,
thus failing to locate the edges or base of the pond. Only within a single test
pit was the rubble backfill removed to reveal lower deposits, at a depth of
2.1m. These results suggest that the pond was of simple construction, without
a lining (ibid).

1.3.19 Each of the five test pits located on the eastern side of the gardens had layers
of mixed hard core levelling and/or demolition layers up to 0.8m deep related
to the period of factory use. A single test pit was positioned against the
southern wall directly opposite the blocked main northern entrance where the
1720 map had marked an entrance. The construction of the modern car park
surface along most of the southern wall had removed any earlier deposits to a
depth of 1m. This was replaced with a backfill of stone rubble hard core (ibid).

1.3.20 A uniform sequence of naturally deposited sediments and silts was located
directly beneath the later deposits in each test pit. The lowest deposit was a
soft mid brown silty-clay that was generally encountered at a depth of 3.5m to
4m. This was not located in all of the test pits due to the difficulty of
excavating the deep trenches in soft deposits. A sequence of finely laminated
brown silts and grey sands totalling approximately 1m thick overlay this with
distinctive layers of marine molluscs occurring within 0.1m to 0.2m thick
bands above and below. Typically, a coarser sequence of mid to light grey silts
and sands was deposited above this attaining a thickness of 1m to 1.5m with
limited waterlogged plant remains present throughout. The uppermost deposit
encountered in this sequence was a uniform pale yellow and cream silty-sand
which varied between 0.5m and 1.4m thick.  This represented the final Lough
deposit of the shoreline as this gradually receded to the south.

1.3.21 Although no finds were recovered that could produce a definite date for the
primary creation of the garden and the redeposited layers, the uniformity
across the garden of the archaeological evidence appears to suggest that the
Castle Gardens were reclaimed and drained during the Montgomery period
(OAU 1998a). The DOE excavations suggest that there was certainly a drain,
gateway and path here dating to the Montgomery period, with the gateway and
path replaced by Colville. The stone-lined drain was stratigraphically the
earliest garden related feature located in both the DOE excavations and during
the trial pitting, and since the OAU results suggest that the garden was
reclaimed and drained in one episode, it follows that the two sections of drain
are of the same phase and therefore both of the Montgomery period. Even so it
does not solve the question of if the garden was in existence during the
Montgomery period or was created by Colville.
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1.3.22 The possible medieval pits also found in the excavations implies that the
northern area was also used in the medieval period, and were either associated
with the priory or the medieval town. However, from the evidence of the OAU
watching brief this medieval activity did not extend very far south into the
Castle Gardens or Castlebawn area (OAU 1998b).
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 A project design (Appendix 1) for the archaeological evaluation was collated
by OA North, following discussion with EHS, in response to a request by the
client. The project design was adhered to in full. However, on site consultation
with EHS led to Trench 7 being shifted slightly to an area with less obvious
disturbance, Trench 5 was shortened by 1.5m at its western end due to the
presence of services, and the southern end of Trench 6 was extended
eastwards. The work undertaken was consistent with the Excavation Standards
Manual of EHS (EHS 2004), the relevant standards and procedures of the
Institute of Field Archaeologists, and generally accepted best practice.

2.2 EVALUATION TRENCHING

2.2.1 The modern overburden material was removed by a mechanical back-acting
excavator fitted with a smoothed-edge bucket. All machining was undertaken
under archaeological supervision. The underlying deposits were cleaned by
hand, and inspected for archaeological features. All features of archaeological
interest and significance were recorded accordingly.

2.2.2 All trenches were excavated in a stratigraphic manner, whether by machine or
by hand. All investigation of intact archaeological deposits was exclusively
manual. The level and extent to which features were excavated depended on
the nature of the remains uncovered as per guidance and liaison on site by
EHS. All excavation was undertaken with a view to avoiding damage to any
archaeological features, which appear worthy of preservation in situ. Decisions
regarding the level and extent of preservation in situ were determined in
liaison with EHS on site. All archaeological deposits left in situ were covered
with a protective geotextile membrane, and reburied with spoil.

2.2.3 All information identified in the course of the site works was recorded
stratigraphically using a system adapted from that used by Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage, with sufficient pictorial record to
identify and illustrate individual features, and in accordance with the
Excavation Standards Manual (ibid). Primary records were available for
inspection at all times. Results of all field investigations were recorded on OA
North pro forma context sheets. The site archive includes both a photographic
record and accurate large-scale plans and sections at an appropriate scale
(1:50, 1:20 and 1:10). All artefacts and ecofacts will be recorded using the
same system, and will be handled and stored according to standard practice
(following current Institute of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to
minimise deterioration.

2.2.4 All finds recovered during the evaluation were exposed, lifted, cleaned,
conserved, marked, bagged and boxed in accordance with the United Kingdom
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Institute for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For Finds (1998) and the IPCRA
Conservation Guidelines for Archaeologists (1998).

2.2.5 Environmental samples were collected from stratified undisturbed deposits
and particularly targeted negative features (gullies, pits and ditches) in an
attempt to retrieve palaeoenvironmental and economic indicators. The location
of these samples was recorded in plan and, where appropriate, section, and the
volume and all pertinent information has been recorded on a sample register.

2.2.6 The samples are stored in 10 litre lidded and handled buckets fitted on the
vertical face with a label bearing the site code, context number, and relevant
sample information, with a duplicate Tyvec label placed within the tub. Whilst
awaiting transportation back to OA North’s facilities, samples were kept
within a temperature range of 5 and 25 degrees Celsius and were protected
from waterlogging and drying out.

2.2.7 Samples have been returned to OA North’s offices for appropriate sub-
sampling and processing, dependant upon their origin, for pollen, plant
macrofossils, molluscs, diatoms, ostracods and for soil micromorphological
studies.

2.3 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

2.3.1 Quantification: three bulk samples of 10-20 litres were taken and processed
for the assessment of charred and waterlogged plant remains, as per Table 1,
below. Two additional small sub-samples were taken for the assessment of
pollen from layer 139, a possible natural grey silty-clay from within the
sondage in Trench 1, and layer 322 that contained a high proportion of bone in
Trench 3.

Sample No. Trench Context Feature Volume in litres

1 3 322 Grey sand
containing bone

10

4 10 1008 Sandy-silty tipped
deposit against
wall 1001

20

5 1 139 Natural grey-silty
clay

10

Table 1: Volume of each bulk sample

2.3.2 Charred and waterlogged plant remains methodology: the samples were
hand-floated, then the flots were collected on 250 micron mesh and air dried.
The flots were scanned with a Leica MZ6 stereo microscope and the plant
material was recorded and provisionally identified (see data in Table 3,
Section 3.13). Botanical nomenclature follows Stace (1997).  Plant remains
were scored on a scale of abundance of 1-4, where 1 is rare (less than 4 items)
and 4 is abundant (more than 100 items). The components of the matrix were
also noted.
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2.3.3 Pollen methodology: the two samples from contexts 139 and 322 were
prepared for pollen analysis using a standard chemical procedure (method B of
Berglund and Ralska-Jasiewiczowa 1986), using HCl, NaOH, sieving, HF, and
Erdtman’s acetolysis, to remove carbonates, humic acids, particles >170
microns, silicates, and cellulose respectively. The samples were then stained
with safranin, dehydrated in tertiary butyl alcohol, and the residues mounted in
2000 cs silicone oil. Slides were examined at a magnification of 400x (1000x
for critical examination) by equally spaced traverses across at least two slides
to reduce the possible effects of differential dispersal on the slide (Brooks and
Thomas 1967). The aim was to obtain a pollen count of 100 land pollen and
spores, on two slides from each sample counted. Lycopodium tablets
(Stockmarr 1971) were added to a known volume of sediment at the beginning
of the preparation so that pollen concentrations could be calculated. Pollen
identification was made using the keys of Moore et al (1991), Faegri and
Iversen (1989), and a small modern pollen reference collection. Andersen
(1979) was followed for identification of cereal-type grains. Indeterminable
grains were also recorded as an indication of the state of the pollen
preservation. Plant nomenclature follows Stace (1997).

2.4 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the project
design (Appendix 1), and in accordance with current EHS (EHS 2004), IFA
and English Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 1991). The paper, digital
and finds archive will be deposited in a suitable repository on completion of
the project.
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3. RESULTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 Ten trenches were excavated during the course of the investigations (Fig 2).
Trench 1 examined an area near to a sealed gate within the scheduled wall to
examine the potential for any remains pertaining to an entranceway or path,
whilst to the south, Trench 2 targeted the culvert located during the watching
brief of trial pits in 1998 (OAU 1998b). Trench 3 investigated the area to the
south of the priory for any associated remains. Three of the trenches, Trenches
4, 5 and 6, targeted a T-shaped pond shown on early mapping (OAU 1998a),
that was later used a reservoir for the mills. Two trenches, Trenches 7 and 8,
investigated areas of minimal modern disturbance and Trench 9 was
positioned between the remains of the mill buildings. These were positioned to
examine the potential for the survival of archaeological remains. Trench 10
investigated the survival of remains of the scheduled bawn wall where it had
been removed on the east side. The trenches varied in length from 10m to 23m
and in width from 2m to 4.2m. An ‘L’-shaped extension was also excavated at
the eastern side of the southern end of Trench 6.

3.1.2 A summary of the results for each trench is presented below, with a full
context list in Appendix 2. The results of the finds examination is also
presented below in 3.12 (a complete list of finds can be found in Appendix 3).

3.2 TRENCH 1

3.2.1 Trench 1 (Fig 3) was located in the north-western corner of the site and was
aligned broadly east/west and measured 20m x 2m. It was positioned in the
vicinity of a sealed gate in the garden wall to investigate evidence for any
features associated with the early phases of the garden, such as pathways. The
remains of putative garden soils, possible garden features and a large culvert
were observed. It seems almost certain that the culvert discovered, aligned
east/west, was the same as the stone-lined drainage channel observed during a
previous watching brief (OAU 1998b).

3.2.2 There appeared to be at least two phases of deposition of garden soil
(134=136, overlying 100), which were truncated by a straight-sided cut, 126,
towards the western end of the trench, seen clearly in north-facing section. It
seems highly likely that this was the remains of a previous test pit, possibly
one excavated during the course of the 1998 watching brief (OAU 1998b). The
garden soils overlay a layer of gravel (128=133=137) that was significantly
deeper in the northern section than in the southern. Within 137 an early
nineteenth century fragment of a tankard was retrieved. The gravels were
observed overlying both a possible gully, 117, and the robbed-out foundation
of a wall, 109, whose foundation cut (110) truncated an earlier pit, 132. A
firebrick located within 109 was of a probable nineteenth century date
(Appendix 3)
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3.2.3 These features were truncating a further probable garden soil, 127=129=144,
which overlay a layer of redeposited natural, 101. Late eighteenth century
pottery fragments were retrieved from 127. A series of cuts (103, 105, 107,
113 and 115) were revealed truncating 101, and it seems probable that they
represent some manner of garden feature or planting holes. The only datable
evidence was from the fill of 115, which produced a fragment of pottery from
the nineteenth century onwards. Redeposited natural 101 sealed a further layer
of orange silty-sand redeposited natural, 138, which contained a number of
undatable bricks and mortar fragments.

3.2.4 A stone-built culvert, 135 (Plate 1), was revealed beneath this layer, aligned
east/west. It comprised a number of flat capping stones, averaging 0.6m x
0.2m x 0.1m, overlying a channel averaging 0.3m wide. This was excavated to
a depth of 0.2m beneath the capping stones without encountering the base of
the channel. The culvert was exposed in two sondages in the eastern half of the
trench, although was not revealed in sondages further west. However, water
was clearly flowing into the culvert from the west, suggesting that the culvert
must turn either north or south. Due to the ingress of water it was not possible
to determine the nature of the deposit the culvert was cut into, although the
sondages to the west revealed that 138 overlay a grey silty-clay layer, 139,
which in turn sealed a black gravelly deposit, 140.

3.3 TRENCH 2

3.3.1 Trench 2 (Fig 4) was located in the north-western corner of the site and
measured 20m x 2m in plan. The trench was aligned broadly north/south and
was located to investigate the stone-lined culvert discovered during the course
of the 1998 watching brief. However, this would appear to have been located
in Trench 1. Nevertheless, Trench 2 revealed a small number of possible
garden features and a number of east/west aligned ceramic land drains relating
to the site’s former use as a walled garden.

3.3.2 The uppermost layer encountered within this trench was the topsoil, 200,
which had a maximum thickness of 0.68m. Removal of the topsoil revealed a
number of cut features mainly belonging to a number of east/west aligned
ceramic land drains (Fig 4). However, tightly packed within the very north-
eastern corner of the trench were two pits (208 and 218), two gullies (210 and
214) and two possible stakeholes (219 and 220). The fill, 207, of pit 208
produced fragments of nineteenth century pottery together with a window
pane fragment of later seventeenth to early eighteenth century date.
Furthermore, the fill, 209, of gully 210, also produced fragments of window
glass dating to the later seventeenth to early eighteenth century.

3.3.3 The majority of the pits, gullies and stakeholes were observed cutting a silty-
sand layer, 202, which probably represents the natural geology (Fig 4).
However, pit 218 was cut from a higher level, through soil layer 212, whilst
both the gullies were sealed by a further soil deposit, 201.

3.3.4 A sondage through the base of the trench revealed a sequence of silts (203,
204 and 205) overlying a very clean light grey sand (206). These layers may
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represent a sequence of deposits relating to the early shoreline of Strangford
Lough.

3.4 TRENCH 3

3.4.1 Trench 3 (Fig 5) was located in the north-eastern corner of the site and
measured 20m x 3m in plan. It was aligned broadly east/west and was located
to investigate the area to the south of the Dominican priory to identify any
features relating to it. However, no features dating to the medieval period or
relating to the priory were discovered as this area had been extensively
disturbed in recent times with a modern drain at the eastern end, service
trenches and manholes in the middle of the trench, and a rubble layer and
mixed silty deposit at the western end.

3.4.2 The uppermost deposit encountered was a layer of tarmac, 300, which overlay
a make-up layer of stone rubble, 301. Removal of this deposit revealed an
extensive soil layer, 305, and a modern drain, 320, at the eastern end of the
trench, modern disturbance comprising service trenches and manholes (302) in
the middle of the trench, and a rubble layer (303) and mixed silty deposit (307)
at the western end of the trench. The deposit (305) at the eastern end of the
trench was sealing three east/west aligned linear features, 313, 316 and 320,
which all appeared to represent relatively recent drainage features and service
trenches and running parallel to each other. The infill for these features, 311,
312 and 315 revealed finds of eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth century
date suggesting redeposited earlier layers. These features were cut into a light
yellow sand, 318, that is likely to represent the natural geology. No further
excavation was undertaken in the middle of the trench, in the area of the
intrusions associated with modern services.

3.4.3 At the western end of the trench a series of modern layers (303, 304, 306 and
307) overlay a thin layer of silty-clay, 308. A sondage was excavated
revealing a series of sandy deposits. The first deposit encountered was a layer
of very clean yellow sand, 321 (Fig 5). This overlay or cut a layer of grey
sand, 322, containing a high proportion of bone, which overlay or cut a further
layer of clean yellow sand, 323. The precise nature of these deposits could not
be ascertained on site and required post-excavation assessment. Despite the
very fragmentary and brittle nature of the bone it would now appear to be that
of a pig (S Rowland pers comm), and together with the palaeoenvironmental
analysis of layer 322 (Section 3.13) it is probably domestic waste. Further
excavation proved impossible, as the water table was reached at this depth but
it would appear that the deposits encountered in the sondage were shelving
deposits remaining from Strangford Lough.

3.5 TRENCH 4

3.5.1 Trench 4 (Figs 6 and 7) was located in the western part of the site and was
aligned broadly east/west. The trench measured 20m x 3m and was located in
an attempt to excavate a cross-section across the northern terminal of the pond.
The aim was to investigate the construction of the pond which could not be
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ascertained during the 1998 watching brief (OAU 1998b) and assess the origin
or date of its construction.

3.5.2 The topsoil, 400, overlay a deposit of modern stone rubble infill, 408, which
was greater than 1.35m in depth and was 14.4m wide in the middle of the
trench. This large rubble-filled depression represents the remains of the
infilled pond. At the western end of the trench a modern electricity service
trench was revealed outside the stone infill, whilst at the eastern end of the
trench the pond cut through a series of deposits. The latest of these, 401,
comprised a thin band of sand, overlying a deposit, 402, of sandy-clayey-silt.
This in turn sealed a layer, 403, of sandy-silt, which contained fragments of
later nineteenth century pottery. This overlay a brownish-grey sandy-silt
deposit, 404, which may have been filling the original cut for the pond thereby
representing its initial silting, although this remains unproven. A sand layer,
405, was revealed beneath this, which overlay a grey sandy-silt deposit, 406
that contained a fragment of a late seventeenth century glass bottle. This layer
sealed a layer of light yellowish-grey sand, 407, which was the earliest layer
encountered within this trench.

3.6 TRENCH 5

3.6.1 Trench 5 (Figs 6 and 7) was located towards the centre of the site and was
aligned broadly east/west. It was positioned across the eastern terminal of the
pond and measured 20m x 2m. Beneath an uppermost layer of tarmac, 500,
was a substantial deposit of stone, 501, that had an average depth of 0.8m,
although at the western end of the trench it increased markedly to a thickness
of greater than 1.52m. This correlates with the trench being positioned over
the eastern terminal of the pond, with the stone in the deeper western end as
backfill. In the middle of the trench the stone layer overlay a large concrete
pipe, whilst to the west of the pipe, the stone layer overlay a pair of linear
features, 511, aligned east/west, with four north/south-aligned features running
between them. No relationship between any of these features could be
ascertained.

3.6.2 These features were cut into mid brown sandy-silt, 502, that contained a small
amount of charcoal flecks, which overlay a yellow sand, 503, probably
representing the natural geology at this end of the trench. To the east of the
concrete pipe a series of deposits were encountered beneath the stone layer,
which were investigated with a sondage at the eastern end of the trench. This
revealed a yellow silty-sand, 506, immediately beneath the stone layer, sealing
a layer of light grey sandy-silt, 507. This in turn overlay a deposit of light
yellow sand, 504, overlying a dark grey silt, 505. This layer sealed a yellow
silty-sand, 508, which overlay a dark grey sandy-silt, 509, which was the
lowest stratum revealed in the sondage. It is possible that all of these layers
(504-508) are natural in origin, and may represent deposits relating to
Strangford Lough.
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3.7 TRENCH 6

3.7.1 Trench 6 (Fig 6) was located in the south-western corner of the site and was
initially orientated north/south, measuring 20m x 2m in plan. The southern end
of the trench was extended, following on-site consultation with EHS during its
excavation, to form an ‘L’-shaped trench, measuring a maximum of 23m x
4.2m. Beneath the uppermost layer of tarmac, 600, measuring 0.09m, was a
deposit of modern stone hardcore, 601, which was shown to have a thickness
of greater than 0.4m. This appeared to fill the southern terminus of the pond
that was tentatively identified 5m to the north of the southern end of the
trench. The number of modern service trenches and pipes encountered,
however, meant that it was not possible to remove the hardcore to sufficient
depth to ascertain that it was definitely infilling the former pond.

3.7.2 The hardcore layer (601) did, however, seal the uppermost fill, 603, of an
east/west aligned linear feature, 602, revealed at the southern end of the
trench. This feature was over 2.06m wide and over 2.86m long, being
truncated to the east by a modern intrusion. The uppermost fill of this feature,
603, comprised light grey silty-sand, whilst the primary fill, 604, consisted of
a mid grey sandy-silt from which a single piece of clay pipe was retrieved,
although this was not datable. Feature 602 was cut directly into natural
deposits, 605, comprising layers of silts and sands. From the evaluation it was
not possible to ascertain the function of the feature.

3.8 TRENCH 7

3.8.1 Trench 7 was located in the south-western corner of the site and was aligned
east/west. The purpose of its position was to examine an area thought to have
had relatively little modern disturbance. However, scanning of the area
revealed numerous services. The trench was originally scheduled to be 20m x
3m; however, following on-site discussion with EHS, it was shortened and
widened to measure 10m x 4m and moved to the south of its original position.

3.8.2 The uppermost layer encountered within this trench, 700, consisted of a
surface of compacted stone. This overlay a large modern service trench, 702,
which was aligned north/south and located at the eastern end of the trench.
However, beneath this modern intrusion a sequence of probable natural sandy-
silt deposits was revealed. The service trench truncated a layer of sandy-silt,
703, which sealed a further east/west-aligned cut, 706, and a thin band of silty-
sand, 704. Layer 704 sealed a further east/west aligned cut, 709. Both of these
cuts (706 and 709) truncated a layer of mid grey silty-sand, 710, which overlay
a deposit, 711, of dark grey sandy-silt. This sealed a sequence (712-714) of
probable natural sandy-silt deposits that may relate to the Strangford Lough
sequence, whilst at the western end of the trench, feature 709 was cutting a
probable natural greenish-grey sand deposit, 715. No datable finds were
retrieved during the excavation.
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3.9 TRENCH 8

3.9.1 Trench 8 was located in the south-eastern corner of the site, aligned broadly
east/west and measured 20m x 3m. It was located in an area of supposed
minimal modern disturbance. The surface of the trench prior to excavation
consisted of tarmac, 801, with a maximum thickness of 0.07m overlying a 1m
thick deposit of modern stone hardcore, 802. This layer appears to be too thick
to only represent a make-up layer for the tarmac, suggesting instead that the
level of this area had been deliberately raised with hardcore. A thin deposit of
dark greyish-black sandy-silt, 803, was revealed beneath this and directly
overlying the light yellowish grey silty-sand natural, 804.

3.9.2 This stratigraphy was, however, only revealed at the western end of the trench,
as the deeper eastern end could not be recorded in detail due to the water table
having been reached. The natural geology, where revealed, was not cut by any
obvious archaeological features, and it seems likely that it has been severely
truncated, relatively recently, with the area then levelled with a large quantity
of stone (802).

3.10 TRENCH 9

3.10.1 Trench 9 was located in the north-eastern corner of site, to examine the area
between two of the mill buildings shown on the Ordnance Survey mapping of
1903 (Fig 2), to determine the level of survival of any archaeological remains.
The trench was aligned north/south and measured 10m x 2m in plan. The
uppermost layer of tarmac, 900, to a maximum depth of 0.12m, overlay a
number of make-up layers, 901. Removal of these layers revealed a modern
electricity trench, 908, aligned north/south, which truncated a north/south
aligned soakaway, 907, comprising a large number of sandstone blocks and
bricks placed into a cut. The drain was seen in section to cut through two
layers of sandy-silt, 904 and 905. This in turn overlay light yellowish-grey
silty-sand, 909, which appeared to represent the natural geology. Although no
archaeological remains were present the deposits suggest at least a degree of
survival of earlier deposits in this area, which has the potential for remains to
be present elsewhere.

3.11 TRENCH 10

3.11.1 Trench 10 (Fig 8) was located in the north-eastern corner of the site, across a
gap in the line of the scheduled garden wall, to determine the level of the
wall’s below-ground survival. The trench was aligned broadly east/west and it
measured 10m x 2m. The uppermost layer encountered was a relatively
modern concrete floor, 1000, that overlay a series of north/south aligned
foundations at the eastern end of the trench. These were evenly spaced and
were presumably all part of the same building.

3.11.2 The below-ground remains of the bawn wall, 1001 (Plate 2, Figs 8 and 9),
were revealed in the middle of the trench. It was constructed of stone and was
excavated to a depth of 1.45m (Figs 8 and 9), with a maximum thickness of
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0.88m. There appeared to be two phases; with the wall originally measuring
0.6m wide with an internal addition on the western side measuring 0.28m
wide. The external eastern face was characterised by random uncoursed
angular stone of widely differing sizes, up to a maximum of 0.45m x 0.2m. It
was bonded with lime mortar and patches of render were also seen to survive.
Close to the north baulk an iron pipe, probably a drainage pipe, was attached
to the wall.

3.11.3 The top of the remains of the possible internal addition was flat and 0.5m
below that of the original bawn wall, and was constructed from much rounder
and more uniformed size stones (averaging 0.25m x 0.15m) for most of the
exposed length. It was, again, uncoursed and bonded with lime mortar. The
northern end of the possible addition was noticeably different, however, with
two squared blocks, of Scrabo sandstone. It is possible that the later addition
was built as the support for a timber floor, with the squared blocks being the
remains of a staircase down into a cellar. This is, however, somewhat
speculative.

3.11.4 A brick sump at the western end of the trench (Fig 8) was fringed to the east
by a concrete plinth, 1m wide. The plinth’s foundation cut, 1012, was
observed cutting through a number of deposits tipped against the western face
of wall 1001 (Plate 3). The latest of these, 1005, comprised coarse yellow sand
and may represent part of the make-up deposit, together with 1004 and 1003,
for an overlying concrete layer (1002). The underlying series of sandy-silt
deposits (1006-1011) were not investigated to their full depth due to health
and safety constraints. The finds retrieved from within these deposits included
bone, shell, and other general domestic waste suggesting they may be the
remains of a midden.

3.12 FINDS

Trench Pottery Glass Tobac-
co pipe

CBM Stone Animal
bone

Other Totals

1 7 2 2 1 9 21

2 3 4 1 8

3 6 5 4 15

4 5 1 1 2 9

5 4 1 1 6

6 0

7 2 3 1 6

8 1 1

9 2 1 3 4 10

10 3 4 4 12 1 20 4 48

Unstrat 1 2 3

Totals 31 17 5 23 6 40 5 127

Table 2: Distribution of finds types according to trench
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3.12.1 Introduction: in all, 127 fragments of artefacts and ecofacts were recovered
from the evaluation. Apart from the animal bone, the material was unabraded,
and of reasonable size, suggesting that post-depositional disturbance had not
been great. The material was recovered in varying amounts from nine trenches
as tabulated above in Table 2 (no finds were recovered from Trench 6), and
discussed below. For a summary of all the finds see Appendix 3.

3.12.2 Pottery: with the exception of a single green-glazed sherd of fine reduced
green-glazed pottery found unstratified, but probably of late medieval or early
post-medieval date, the pottery from the site can all be dated to the eighteenth
century or later. The majority of the material recovered could be regarded as
kitchen wares, mainly black-glazed redwares, and cream-bodied mottled
wares, and thus cannot be dated with particular precision, although the latter
are more typical of the eighteenth century.

3.12.3 A small fragment of bluish-tinged tin-glazed ware from the fill (311) of ditch
313 in Trench 3, probably dates to the first half of the eighteenth century, but
could be marginally earlier. A small fragment of white salt-glazed stoneware
came from garden soil 127, in Trench 1, suggesting a mid-late eighteenth
century date. However, there were also small fragments of creamware,
typically late eighteenth to early nineteenth century in date, from the same
garden soil layer. Similar fragments were recovered from the fill of ditch 316
in Trench 3, the fill of ditch 511 in Trench 5, and from one of a series of sandy
deposits, 1007, in Trench 10. Mocha ware was recovered from one of the
garden soil layers, 127, and gravel layer, 137, from Trench, which again points
to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. Plain, and blue and white
transfer-printed whitewares were retrieved from numerous layers throughout
the evaluation to continue the pottery sequence throughout the nineteenth
century and beyond.

3.12.4 Glass: vessel glass from the site confirms the general eighteenth century or
later dating supplied by the pottery. The earliest fragment, in ‘sea green’ metal
associated with early wine bottles, was from one of the earliest deposits in
Trench 4, 406. Similarly to the tin-glazed ware in Trench 3 (see 3.12.3), this
could date to the late seventeenth century. The remaining vessels represented
were dark olive green wine bottles typically of eighteenth century date (none
was sufficiently complete for more precise dating) and a probable dark green
case bottle that was recovered from the fill, 143, of a cut, 142, in Trench 1,
probably falls within the same date range.

3.12.5 A small amount of probable late seventeenth to eighteenth century window
glass, typically thin and greenish, came from pit fill, 207, of pit 208 and gully
fill, 209, of gully 210, in Trench 2, suggesting glazed buildings in the vicinity.
Window glass of a twentieth century or more recent date was recovered from
what was likely to be a previous test pit in Trench 1 (126), and a modern
service/drainage trench in Trench 3 (313).

3.12.6 Tobacco Pipe: all five clay tobacco pipe fragments were short pieces of stem,
none of which were stamped. They add little to dating except to confirm post-
medieval activity.
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3.12.7 Ceramic Building Material (CBM): ceramic building materials were largely
undiagnostic abraded fragments, although a firebrick from the robbed-out
foundation of a wall, 109, in Trench 1 was stamped with a maker’s name. This
was largely illegible, but the origin of the brick was clearly Paisley in
Scotland, and the brick thus imported. The sole find from Trench 8, from a
deposit overlying the natural, 803, was a modern air-brick, which highlights
modern or recent truncation and levelling. In addition, there was a small
fragment of slate roofing material from one of a series of sandy-silt deposits,
1007, revealed abutting the back of the addition to the bawn wall 1001 in
Trench 10, which was likely to be post-medieval in date.

3.12.8 Apart from the slate roofing, the stone retrieved comprised ostensibly
unmodified small fragments of flint. A sandstone fragment found unstratified
in Trench 10 appeared to have been used as an ad hoc whetstone.

3.12.9 Animal Bone: the small group of animal bone recovered from various
trenches across the site was of little significance, being fragmentary and
eroded to the extent that any butchery marks had no longer survived. It is
likely that the bone generally represented domestic waste. In particular, in
Trench 10 the bone possibly relates to midden deposits (1007 and 1010)
against the wall 1001, where four fragments of oyster shell were also
retrieved, presumably deriving from the same source.

3.13 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS

3.13.1 Charred plant remains: a few charred cereal grains were recorded in two
layers (322 and 1008, see Table 1). They included spelt/emmer wheat
(Triticum spelta/dicoccum), oats (Avena) and indeterminate grains.

3.13.2 Waterlogged plant remains were recorded in all of the sampled contexts and
were particularly abundant in layer 1008. The assemblages of waterlogged
plant remains from layers 322 and 1008 included seeds of ruderals, weeds of
open ground, broad ecological groupings and plants damp of ground for
example common nettles (Urtica dioica), knotweed (Polygonum aviculare),
buttercups (Ranunculus repens-type), rushes (Juncus) and blinks (Montia).
The assemblage of waterlogged plant remains in the tipped deposit 1008, in
Trench 10, was particularly interesting as it contained a large numbers of
henbane seeds (Hyocyamus niger), which is a poisonous plant sometimes used
medicinally, together with hemlock (Conium maculatum).

3.13.3 The assemblage of waterlogged plant remains from 139 was dissimilar. It
contained large amounts of amorphous plant material, wood/twigs, the axes of
possible hazel catkins and elderberry (Sambucus) seeds.

3.13.4 Other material: charcoal was present in two of the samples (322 and 1008),
but was mostly <2mm and therefore not suitable for further analysis.  In 1008
the charcoal was encrusted with vivianite and orange staining. Low quantities
of coal were found in all contexts and context 322 contained large quantities of
clinker. Tip deposit 1008 also contained small quantities of metallic waste.
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Sample
No.

Context Sample
vol. ml.

Flot description Plant remains Potential

1 322 80 Charcoal >2mm (3),
modern roots (2),coal
(2), clinker (3),
mammal bone (1),
wood (1), insect
remains (2)

CPR cereal grain (2).
WPR (3) including
Juncus, Euphorbia,
Rumex acetosella,
Chenopodium album,
Rubus fructicosus,
Ranunculus repens

Medium

4 1008 120 Charcoal >2mm (2),
amorphous plant
material (2), coal (2),
Metallic waste (1),
insect remains, worm
casts

CPR cereal grain (1).
WPR (4) Rubus
fructicosus,
Hyoscyamus niger,
Juncus, Conium
maculatum,
Polygonum aviculare,
Rumex acetosella,
Urtica urens, Urtica
dioica, bryophyte
fragments

Good

5 139 600 Amorphous plant
material (4)
,wood/twigs (4), coal
(1), insect remains
(1),

WPR (2)
Chenopodium album,
Corylus avellana
fragments

None

Table 3: Assessment of charred and waterlogged plant remains.
(CPR = charred plant remains; WPR = waterlogged plant remains)

3.13.5 Pollen: the results of the pollen assessment of 322 and 139 demonstrated that
the two layers are probably unrelated as the respective assemblages were
dissimilar. The pollen assemblage from 322 is dominated by herbaceous
pollen including high values of mustard-type (Sinapsis-type) and dandelion-
type (Lactuaceae). Cereal-type pollen was also recorded suggesting that there
may have been some nearby cultivation when the layer was accumulating.
Neither flax (Linum usitatissimum) nor hemp (Cannabis sativa) pollen was
identified in the sample, although there are references to a flax mill built on
the site in 1750. The relatively low values of tree pollen suggests a cleared
landscape with few trees nearby. No pollen from obligate aquatics or plants of
damp ground was recorded, except for a few grains of sedge pollen which can
grow in dry or damp conditions.

3.13.6 Pollen preservation varied from good to poor, and the concentrations were low
with only 56 pollen grains recorded on two slides, with 35% undifferentiated
grains recorded. The high values of poorly preserved dandelion-type pollen,
which is more robust and easily identified when pollen preservation is poor,
may indicate a skewed dataset. Tree pollen and a few fern spores were the
only palynomorphs identified. Hazel (Corylus avellana-type) and alder (Alnus)
were the dominant pollen types with some oak (Quercus) and ash (Fraxinus).
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 CONTEXT: 332 139

SAMPLE NO: 1 5

Tree pollen;

Alnus - alder 8 21

Betula - birch 5 1

Corylus avellana -type - hazel 7 16

Fraxinus - ash 3

Quercus - oak 5 8

Small shrubs;

Calluna vulgaris - heather 4

Herbs;

Apiaceae - cow parsley family 1

Asteraceae - daisy and thistle family 2

Brassicaceae - cabbage family 3

Capsella - type - shepherd’s purse 2

Sinapsis - type - mustards 29

Cerealia - type - cereals 5

Chenopodiaceae - fat-hen family 1

Cyperaceae - sedges 2

Lactuaceae - dandelion-type 31

Peresicaria maculosa -  redshank 1

Poaceae - grasses 12 2

Thalictrum - meadow-rue 1

Other herbs 9

Spores;

Polypodium - polyploid ferns 1

Pteridium - bracken 5 1

Pteropsida - ferns 6 2

Sphagnum - bog moss 2

Indeterminates 52 6

Charcoal fragments 99.9% 5%

Pollen sum 147 56

Number of exotics 341 275

Table 4: Results of the pollen assessment

3.13.7 Discussion: layer 322 contained charred cereal grains, mostly oats (Avena),
coal, clinker and mammal (pig) bone suggesting domestic waste. The charred
cereal grains would be suitable for radiocarbon dating, and this sample could
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be considered for further analysis, as part of any further mitigation works on
site, should any be required.

3.13.8 The waterlogged plant remains for 322 included blackberry (Rubus
fructicosus) that could have been used for human consumption, and fat hen
(Chenopodium album) which is often used as a source of food and grows in
cultivated/waste ground.

3.13.9 Deposit 1008 contained charred cereal grains, coal and metallic waste in small
quantities which also suggests this may be domestic waste. As with the sample
from 322, blackberry (Rubus fructicosus) was again found in 1008, suggesting
human consumption. The sample came from a series of deposits tipped against
the bawn wall, 1001, in Trench 10, which may suggest a midden. This is
further strengthened by the fact that the charcoal from this sample was
encrusted with vivianite and an orange coloured staining that suggests it has
come into contact with cess deposits.

3.13.10  Henbane (Hyoscyamus niger) was also common in the sample from 1008, the
presence of which, within Ireland, has been described as ‘rare and often
fleeting’ (Webb 1963, 120). Hemlock (Conium maculatum) was also common
in the sample, although this is found much more frequently in Ireland. The two
plants are described in herbals both ancient (Culpepper nd) and modern
(Grieve 1971, 391-394, 406-7) as having medicinal properties and are highly
poisonous. Both Henbane and Hemlock favour waste places especially near
walls and on waste land. The presence of Henbane and Hemlock possibly
suggests they may have been grown to be used in a controlled way,
medicinally. Rushes (Juncus) were also common in the sample, which fits
with the description of the deposit as damp.

3.13.11  Again, the charred cereal grains would be suitable for radiocarbon dating and
further analysis of the insect, charred and waterlogged plant remains from the
sample of 1008 could be undertaken if further work was required on site.

3.13.12  Layer 139 contained no charred plant remains and only a small quantity of
coal. Waterlogged plant remains consisted of abundant amorphous plant
remains, wood/twigs, hazelnut (Corylus avellana) fragments and catkin axes.
A few seeds of fat hen (Chenopodium album) and elderberry were identified.
There is no potential in this sample for further analysis.

3.13.13  No remains of flax (Linum usitatissium) or hemp (Cannabis sativa) were
identified in any of the bulk samples, although there are references to a flax
mill built on the site in 1750 (OAU 1998a). Both flax and hemp have very
characteristic seeds and the capsules of flax are also easily identified. Both
taxa are frequently preserved in archaeological features.

3.13.14  Pollen: the aim in assessing the pollen from layers 322 and 139 was to
understand the depositional nature of the two layers. The pollen assemblage
from 139 suggests that it was a natural deposit that probably accumulated at
sometime after the early Neolithic when elm had declined. An alder carr was
probably growing on damp ground and hazel, oak and ash on the drier land.
The absence of pollen from obligate aquatics and plants of damp ground
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suggest that the tidal action of Strangford Lough prevented their accumulation.
Should further archaeological work be undertaken on site, it would be
recommended that this layer be further sampled and assessed for the potential
for additional pollen analysis. The plant remains from the bulk deposit could
also be radiocarbon dated, if further work was undertaken.

3.13.15  The pollen assemblage from 322 is less conclusive to our understanding of
how or when the layer accumulated. The poor quality of the pollen
preservation may suggest that it was not a natural deposit, although it may also
reflect the conditions under which the pollen was preserved. Pollen is ideally
preserved in waterlogged anaerobic conditions. However, the absence of
pollen from obligate aquatics suggest that the layer did not accumulate due to
the tidal inundation of Strangford Lough. Nevertheless, the identification of
blinks (Montia) seeds, a plant of damp muddy ground, and the presence of
sedge pollen grains may indicate damp muddy conditions.

3.13.16  The pollen assemblage from 322, whether it accumulated naturally or not,
does suggest that some cultivation was taking place at the time. No further
pollen analysis is recommended because of the uncertain nature of the deposit.
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4. CONCLUSIONS

4.1 DISCUSSION

4.1.1 The remains of putative garden soils and possible garden features within
Trenches 1 and 2 would correlate with the use of the site as a walled garden.
The discovery of a large culvert, presumably relating to the drainage of the
site, also adds credence to this theory, although the lack of dating evidence
relating to the culvert means that it is uncertain whether it was contemporary
with the seventeenth century garden. It seems almost certain that the culvert
discovered was the same as the ‘stone-lined drainage channel … aligned
parallel to the northern wall of the garden … approximately 4m to the south of
the wall’ (OAU 1998b, 9-10) observed during the course of the 1998 watching
brief. The centre of the culvert was located 4m south of the wall in Trench 1
and it was also aligned east/west, whilst it was located 1.09m below ground
surface, as opposed to the 1.1m-1.4m depth recorded during the watching
brief.

4.1.2 No evidence of a pathway or other such feature associated with the blocked
entrance was observed in Trench 1, and the purpose of the wall foundation,
109, recorded as having been robbed-out, could not be ascertained. However,
evidence of a wall together with the fragments of later seventeenth to early
eighteenth century window glass retrieved from pit 208 and gully 210 (Trench
2) suggests the presence of a building of this date once existed in this area.
This may have removed any traces of remains associated with the since
blocked entrance.

4.1.3 The environmental results from layer 139 in Trench 1 highlighted that natural
deposits were revealed in the trench. These had accumulated probably after the
Neolithic when the shoreline for Strangford Lough was situated around the
northern edge of the site.

4.1.4 Despite the proximity of the priory to Trench 3 no features of medieval date
were observed. Any archaeological features that may have once existed are
likely to have been removed during the insertion of a large number of services.
The presence of mammal bone, probably pig, and environmental evidence
from 322, towards the base of the trench, did suggest that this layer was not
natural in origin, but it is likely to have originated on the edge of the
Strangford Lough shoreline. The presence of the water table prevented
excavation to sufficient depth to reveal natural deposits.

4.1.5 The three trenches (Trenches 4, 5 and 6) investigating the pond shown on the
early mapping all revealed the latest phases of the pond to have been infilled
with stone relatively recently. Within Trenches 4 and 5 it was possible to
excavate the stone-filled areas to sufficient depth to examine deposits
associated with the original pond. It was not possible to excavate Trench 6 to
such depth, because of modern services, although it still seems likely that the
southern end of the pond was encountered here. No significant remains to
suggest any deliberate lining of the pond was found, if indeed any such ever



Proposed Shopping Centre, Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down, Northern Ireland:
Archaeological Evaluation Report 31

For the use of WDR and RT Taggart, on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd                               © OA North: December 2006

existed. One of the earlier layers, 406, truncated by the original pond in
Trench 4 contained late seventeenth century glass, which, providing the glass
is not intrusive, would date the pond to later than this.

4.1.6 The two trenches (Trenches 7 and 8) positioned to examine areas with
relatively little modern disturbance unfortunately revealed a high degree of
modern disturbance. Trench 7 revealed an obviously modern truncation, along
with two undated cuts, 706 and 709. Trench 8 exhibited a significant depth of
modern stone overlying the natural geology likely to represent a make-up layer
to raise the ground in this area. It seems likely that a significant degree of
modern truncation may have taken place in the vicinity of this trench.

4.1.7 Trench 9, located between two mill buildings shown on the 1903 and later
mapping, revealed a modern electricity trench truncating a drain, with no
archaeological remains revealed. However, two soil layers were observed in
section, suggesting at least a degree of survival in this area, but no significant
archaeological remains were observed.

4.1.8 The evaluation proved that below-ground remains of the scheduled garden
wall still existed where it had been demolished at the northern end of the east
wall, within Trench 10. The remains were immediately beneath the current
ground surface and on exactly the same alignment as the surviving above-
ground wall. A possible internal addition was noted to the wall, suggesting a
possible phase of reuse or abutment by a later building, although this was
difficult to confirm within the confines of the evaluation trench. From the
evidence uncovered it seems reasonable to suggest that the wall potentially
survives, near to the surface, for much of the remainder of the apparent gap in
the north-eastern corner of the site. Interestingly, a series of tipping deposits
against the bawn wall appeared to have been the result of a midden of
domestic refuse dating to the eighteenth and nineteenth century.

4.1.9 The results of this evaluation bear a strong correlation to those of the 1998
watching brief (OAU 1998b). They have highlighted a low degree of modern
disturbance in the north-western corner of the site, which is currently under
general scrub vegetation. Much of the remainder of the site exhibited a
considerable degree of modern intrusion and truncation. Despite this,
significant deposits of both archaeological and environmental importance
survive at depth, with the potential for dating and examination of possible
prehistoric deposits associated with Strangford Lough existing. Further
detailed work on these deposits, should any future archaeological investigation
take place, is recommended. Archaeological deposits below the now infilled
pond were also seen to survive that may provide information on the site prior
to the presence of the garden. Further investigation of the below-ground
remains of the eastern bawn wall may also elucidate the development of the
garden.
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Proposed Shopping Centre, Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down, Northern Ireland:
Archaeological Evaluation Report 35

For the use of WDR and RT Taggart, on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd                               © OA North: December 2006

APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

1.1.1 WDR and RT Taggart (hereafter the ‘client’) has commissioned Oxford Archaeology North
(OA North) to undertake consultation with EHS (Environment and Heritage Service) and
prepare a project specification to carry out an archaeological evaluation of a site outlined for a
proposed shopping centre, at Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down (Irish OS NGR
centred 4915 7375). The proposed development site lies within a Scheduled Monument (Dow
6:19) and is of high archaeological significance. A large proportion of the plans for the site are
given over to a basement car park, which will obviously have an adverse negative effect on
any archaeological remains. Consequently, prior to the determination of the planning
application, EHS have requested a programme of archaeological trenching in order to
adequately sample the archaeological resource. The site is currently laid down to areas of
grass (mainly on the western side) and there are a number of areas of rubble remains or
hardstanding (mainly concentrated within the eastern side) from the site’s prior use as a mill.
A large pond, later used by the mill as a reservoir, once existed on the west side of the Castle
Gardens site. However, this was infilled during the late 1960s or early 1970s.

1.1.2 In 1998, Oxford Archaeology (then known as Oxford Archaeological Unit) undertook a desk-
based assessment and watching brief of 41 geological test-pits as part of an archaeological
assessment of the Castle Gardens and area immediately to the south (OAU 1998). This work
has been used to inform the evaluation strategy within this project design, and should be read
in conjunction with the proposals.

1.1.3 Consultation carried out with EHS in order to prepare the following proposals has led to the
agreement on an evaluation strategy consisting of four 20m x 2m trenches, four 20m x 3m
trenches and two 10m x 2m trenches, as per the attached plan, and Table 1, below.

Trench No Size Aim of Investigation

1 20m x 2m Vicinity of sealed gate in north-west corner of the wall

2 20m x 2m Post-medieval stone-lined drainage channel revealed during the
watching brief (OA 1998)

3 20m x 3m Area to the south of the Dominican Priory where there may be
associated features/structural remains/burials

4 20m x 3m Cross-section of the north terminal of the ‘fish pond’ and later
reservoir to determine the nature, extent and possible date

5 20m x 2m East terminal of the ‘fish pond’ and later reservoir to determine the
nature, extent and possible date

6 20m x 2m South terminal of the ‘fish pond’ and later reservoir to determine the
nature, extent and possible date

7 20m x 3m Area where more modern disturbance has been relatively minimal, to
obtain more detail on the 17th century landscaping

8 20m x 3m Area where more modern disturbance has been relatively minimal, to
obtain more detail on the 17th century landscaping, and the immediate
vicinity of the present gateway opening

9 10m x 2m To examine the area between two of the mill buildings to determine
the nature of survival of any archaeological remains or whether they
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have been truncated/disturbed by the construction of the mills

10 10m x 2m To determine the sub-surface survival of the wall in this area, where
no above ground remains exist. This position may alter on site should
it become evident that it has been positioned within a gateway

Table 1: Proposed evaluation works

2. OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY NORTH

2.1 OA North has considerable experience of the assessment of sites of all periods, having
undertaken a great number of small and large-scale projects. Such projects have taken place
within the planning process, to fulfil the requirements of clients and planning authorities, to
very rigorous timetables.

2.2 QUALITY ASSURANCE

2.2.1 OA North has the professional expertise and resources to undertake the project detailed below
to a high level of quality and efficiency. OA North as part of Oxford Archaeology (OA) is an
Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) registered organisation, registration number 17, and all
its members of staff operate subject to the IFA Code of Conduct.

2.2.2 Standards: it is OA's stated policy to adhere to current professional standards set by IFA,
English Heritage, Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers, Museums
Organisations, and in this case the EHS excavations standards. OA helps the profession to
develop and establish standards by serving on national working parties (e.g. recently on archives),
and conforms with current legislation and national and local policy standards for archaeology
health and safety and other relevant matters.

2.2.3 OA has established technical manuals, procedures and policies which control its work covering
field recording, finds retention and discard, finds storage and handling, environmental sampling
and processing, archiving and post-excavation. These have been developed to conform with best
professional practice.

2.2.4 Staff: OA ensures that its staff are fairly recruited, fairly employed, and properly qualified for
their work whether by formal qualification or by established and verifiable experience. OA have
established terms and conditions of employment and a system of staff representation to ensure
regular consultation on employment matters.

2.2.5 OA ensures that staff remain committed and enhance their abilities using annual staff appraisals,
supporting formal and informal training and educational courses.

2.2.6 Procurement of services and materials: OA procures subcontracted work on the basis of value
for money, considering quality, track record and service, as well as cost. OA regularly reviews
quality of subcontracted work and uses tendering procedures for major sub-contracts.

2.2.7 Procurement of materials is on the basis of quality and availability, as well as cost, especially in
respect of long-term storage of archives (OA adheres to archive quality photographic materials
and processes, archive quality boxes etc).

2.2.8 Working Practices: management procedures ensure that all work conducted within the Company
and all end product reports to clients are monitored and evaluated whilst they are in progress,
during compilation, and after completion.

2.2.9 Data Acquisition and Security: for fieldwork projects OA always removes records and finds
from site every day, and ensures equipment is secured.
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3. OBJECTIVES

3.1 The assessment aims to evaluate any archaeological deposits that, specifically,  may be
associated with the Dominican Priory or other medieval activities, or the later use of the site as
a early post-medieval formal garden, together with any unknown archaeological activities. The
purpose is to determine the extent, nature, date and significance of any deposits or features of
archaeological significance that may be threatened by the proposed development within a
local, regional or national context. The results will inform EHS as to whether further
investigation or mitigation by design is necessary prior to any development. To this end, the
following programme has been designed.

3.2 Evaluation trenching: to undertake evaluation trenching consisting of ten trenches within the
outlined area in accordance with EHS Excavation Standards Manual (2004).

3.3 Report: an interim report will be prepared and submitted within two weeks to the EHS:
Scheduling team and the client. Following completion of the post-excavation work a final
report will be submitted within twelve weeks of completion of the fieldwork.

3.4 Archive: a site archive will be produced in accordance with the EHS manual (ibid).

4. HEALTH AND SAFETY

4.1 OA North provides a Health and Safety Statement for all projects and maintains a Unit Safety
policy, a copy of which has been provided. All site procedures are in accordance with the
guidance set out in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by the Standing Conference of
Archaeological Unit Managers (1997). A written risk assessment will be undertaken in
advance of project commencement and copies will be made available all interested parties.
However, it should be noted that all health and safety matters take priority over site work.

4.2 Full regard will, of course, be given to all constraints (services etc) during the evaluation as
well as to all Health and Safety considerations. Information regarding services have been
provided by the client, which was used to locate the proposed trenches. As a matter of course,
OA  North will also use a Cable Avoidance Tool (CAT) prior to any excavation to test for
services, which may result in the alteration of some trench locations.

4.3 All project staff will be CSCS qualified. Archaeological contractors have not yet been
recognised for the receipt of CSCS cards. However, proof of qualification can be provided.

4.4 Fencing requirements: the trenches will be protected during the course of the evaluation
using orange plastic mesh. However, if the client deems this as not suitable, OA North must
be informed prior to commencement of site works.

4.5 Safety precautions to access: all types of access routes within or adjacent to the site will be
kept unobstructed, clean and in a safe manner, which includes mud and rubbish. Where
practical, all vehicles leaving site are required to be sufficiently clean so as not to deposit mud
or rubbish.

5. METHOD STATEMENT

5.1 EVALUATION

5.1.1 Introduction: the programme of trial trenching will establish the presence or absence of any
previously unsuspected archaeological deposits and, if established, will then test their date,
nature, depth and quality of preservation. In this way, it will adequately sample the proposed
outlined development area within the Castle Gardens.

5.1.2 Trenching Strategy: the evaluation is required to examine ten trenches  (Trenches 1-10)
within the Castle Gardens area, equating to 440m². The position and configuration of the
trenches is outlined in Table 1 above and on the accompanying plan.
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5.1.3 Methodology: the twentieth century overburden material will be removed by a mechanical
back-acting excavator (fitted with a smoothed-edge bucket), whilst ensuring that underlying
strata are not comprised. All such work will be undertaken under archaeological supervision to
the surface of the first significant archaeological deposit, whether in a primary context or
otherwise. This deposit will be cleaned by hand, using either hoes, shovel scraping, and/or
trowels depending on the subsoil conditions, and inspected for archaeological features. All
features of archaeological interest and significance or otherwise will be determined by EHS,
and recorded in accordance.

5.1.4 The trenches will be excavated to a depth of 1.20m to accommodate health and safety
constraints. Should it be necessary to excavate deeper than this, due to the depth of
archaeological deposits, trenches will be stepped out, where health and safety constraints
allow.

5.1.5 All trenches will be excavated in a stratigraphical manner, whether by machine or by hand.

5.1.6 Any investigation of intact archaeological deposits will be exclusively manual. The level and
extent to which features, such as pits, post-holes, linear features etc., will be excavated will
depend on the nature of the remains uncovered as per guidance and liaison on site by EHS.

5.1.7 It is hoped that in terms of the vertical stratigraphy, maximum information retrieval will be
achieved through the examination of sections of cut features. All excavation, whether by
machine or by hand, will be undertaken with a view to avoiding damage to any archaeological
features, which appear worthy of preservation in situ. However, intersections of any major
features and any building or structural remains may require detailed excavation. Decisions
regarding the level and extent of preservation in situ needs to be determined by EHS in liaison
on site.

5.1.8 Any archaeological deposits left in situ will be covered with a protective geotextile membrane,
and reburied with spoil.

5.1.9 Recording: all information identified in the course of the site works will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system, adapted from that used by Centre for Archaeology Service of
English Heritage, with sufficient pictorial record (plans, sections, colour slides and
monochrome prints) to identify and illustrate individual features. Primary records will be
available for inspection at all times.

5.1.10 Results of all field investigations will be recorded on OA North pro forma context sheets. The
site archive will include both a photographic record and accurate large scale plans and sections
at an appropriate scale (1:50, 1:20 and 1:10). All artefacts and ecofacts will be recorded using
the same system, and will be handled and stored according to standard practice (following
current Institute of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to minimise deterioration.

5.1.11 All plans and sections will include spot heights and levels relating to Ordnance Survey datum
in metres correct to two decimal points.

5.1.12 All trenches and all archaeological remains will be located by use of GPS equipment, which is
accurate to +/- 0.25m, or Total Station at a scale of 1:500. This information will be used to tie
the site work into the Ordnance Survey grid and other survey stations. This information will
be plotted onto a digital plan (dwg) of the area provided by the client.

5.1.13 Environmental Sampling: the environmental sampling strategy will be agreed with EHS once
the project commences. All features and layers on the site will be sampled as standard practice
for environmental assessment and analysis.

5.1.14 Environmental samples (bulk samples of 40 litres volume or less where deposits are limited,
to be sub-sampled at a later stage) will be collected from stratified undisturbed deposits and
will particularly target negative features (gullies, pits and ditches) in an attempt to retrieve
palaeoenvironmental and economic indicators. Deposits of particular interest, for example,
buried soils, may incur additional sampling, on advice from the appropriate specialist. The
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location of these samples will be recorded in plan, and were appropriate, section, and the
volume and all pertinent information will be recorded on a sample register.

5.1.15 The samples will be stored in 10 litre lidded and handled buckets fitted on the vertical face
with a label bearing the site code, context number, and relevant sample information, with a
duplicate Tyvec label placed within the tub. Whilst awaiting transportation back to OA North’s
facilities, samples will be kept within a temperature range of 5 and 25 degrees Celsius and will
be protected from waterlogging and drying-out.

5.1.16 Trained staff will take undisturbed monolith samples from freshly-exposed sections through
all buried soils/old ground surfaces and fluvial or peat deposits. Where more than one
monolith tin is required, samples will be placed with a 50mm overlap between the base of the
first tin and the top of the next. The position of the monolith, including all relevant sampling
and contextual information, should be recorded photographically and on appropriate plans and
sections. Where it is not possible to obtain monolith samples by insertion of the box, a vertical
series of small ‘spot’ samples will be taken at 20mm vertical intervals, with no more than
10mm depth of each sample. The monolith boxes will be wrapped neatly and tightly in bin
liners or plastic sacks and secured with rubber bands. A label, in duplicate, will be securely
attached to the outside of the packaging and will include the site name and code,
sample/feature/context number, as appropriate, together with the depths of the top and base of
the sample.

5.1.17 Samples will be returned to OA North’s offices for appropriate sub-sampling and processing,
dependant upon their origin, for pollen, plant macrofossils, molluscs, diatoms, ostracods and
for soil micromorphological studies. For example, if fresh water-lain or marine deposits are
identified, these will be sampled for ostracods and foraminifera

5.1.18 Assessment: the processing strategy for assessment of environmental samples shall be
discussed with EHS and agreed once the fieldwork commences.

5.1.19 In order to achieve the aims of the evaluation, it may be required to obtain dating evidence
through radiocarbon assay, dendrochronological or other scientific dating techniques. This
will be undertaken in agreement with EHS and in consultation with the client regarding costs.

5.1.20 Charred plant remains and charcoal: environmental bulk samples will be floated within a
modified Siraf flotation tank, or by hand-flotation, depending on the number of features
identified. The flots will collected on a 250 micron mesh and air dried. The flots will be
scanned with a Leica MZ6 stereo microscope and plant material will be recorded and
provisionally identified. Plant remains will be scored on a scale of abundance of 1-5, where 1
is rare (less than 5 items) and 5 is abundant (more than 100 items). The components of the
matrix will be noted and the mineral residues will be checked for small finds. The data will be
presented in tables and botanical nomenclature will follow Stace (1991). A judgement will be
made on the basis of the abundance of plant remains as to the potential of the samples for
further analysis.

5.1.21 Waterlogged plant remains: 1 litre (or less from monolith samples) sub-samples will be hand-
sieved through a series of mesh sizes (2mm, 500 microns and 250 microns). The residues will
be stored and examined wet with a Leica MZ6 stereo microscope and plant material will be
recorded and provisionally identified. Plant remains will be scored on a scale of abundance of
1-5, where 1 is rare (less than 5 items) and 5 is abundant (more than 100 items) and the
components of the matrix will be noted. The data will be presented in tables and botanical
nomenclature will follow Stace (1991). A judgement will be made basis of the abundance of
plant remains as to the potential of the samples for further analysis and recommendations will
be made accordingly.

5.1.22 Insect remains: 10 litre environmental bulk samples will be submitted to the appropriate
specialist for assessment. The specialist will process the samples by paraffin flotation, assess
their potential for further analysis and make pertinent recommendations.
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5.1.23 Pollen: the monolith samples will be cleaned, photographed and the sediments described in
the laboratory by OA North in-house specialists. Sub-samples will be taken at known depths
and prepared in the laboratory for pollen analysis using the standard procedures of Faegri et al
(1989) and Moore et al (1991).  The prepared slides will be scanned with a high-powered
binocular light microscope and up to 100 easily identifiable pollen grains will be counted. The
preservation of the pollen grains will be noted, as will the presence or absence of microscopic
charcoal within data tables. A judgement will be made as to the potential of the samples for
further analysis and recommendations will be made as appropriate.

5.1.24 Diatoms: any sub-samples for diatom assessment will be submitted to the relevant specialist,
who will process them by the appropriate methods and assess their potential to inform about
the aquatic environment and possible water quality. Recommendations for further analysis
will be made as appropriate.

5.1.25 Ostracods and foraminifera: any sub-samples for ostracod and foraminifera assessment will
be submitted to the relevant specialist, who will process them by the appropriate methods and
assess their potential to inform about the aquatic environment and make recommendations for
further analysis.

5.1.26 Buried soils: monolith/kubiena tins will be submitted to a soil micromorphologist, who will
assess them for their potential to further an understanding of the soil formation processes of
the site and make recommendations for further analysis.

5.1.27 Faunal remains: if there is found to be the potential for discovery of bones of fish and small
mammals a sieving programme will be carried out. These will be assessed as appropriate by
OA north’s specialist in faunal remains, and subject to the results, there may be a requirement
for more detailed analysis. A contingency has been included for the assessment of such faunal
remains for analysis.

5.1.28 Human Remains: any human remains uncovered will be left in situ, covered and protected.
No further investigation will continue beyond that required to establish the date and character
of the burial. The EHS, the police, the local Coroner and the client will be informed. If
removal is deemed essential by the relevant parties at this stage of the archaeological
investigation, this will be qualified in writing. The NI Coroner’s office will be guided by a
statement by EHS on the nature and age of the remains.

5.1.29 EHS will determine whether the remains are lifted or remain in situ following discussions with
OA North and the client. Any removal will be carried out with due care and sensitivity under
the environmental health regulations. Such removal may also require costing as a variation,
the amount of which will be made in agreement with the client. The retention of funerary
remains will be determined following discussion with EHS.

5.1.30 Contingency plan: should it become apparent that the site works should not be completed due
to unseen delays caused by prolonged periods of bad weather, vandalism, discovery of
unforeseen complex deposits and/or artefacts which require specialist removal, use of shoring
to excavate important features close to the excavation sections etc., the client will be notified
immediately. Consequently, it may be necessary for a contingency costing to be employed

5.1.31 The evaluation will provide a predictive model of surviving archaeological remains detailing
zones of relative importance against known development proposals. In this way, an impact
assessment can be provided.

5.2 FINDS

5.2.1 All finds recovered during the evaluation investigation (metal detecting and trial trenching)
will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged and boxed in accordance with the
United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For Finds, 1998 (new edition)
and the IPCRA Conservation Guidelines for Archaeologists (1998).



Proposed Shopping Centre, Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down, Northern Ireland:
Archaeological Evaluation Report 41

For the use of WDR and RT Taggart, on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd                               © OA North: December 2006

5.2.2 Finds recovery and sampling programmes will be in accordance with best practice (current
IFA guidelines) and subject to expert advice. OA has close contact with Ancient Monuments
Laboratory staff at the Universities of Durham and York and, in addition, employs in-house
artefact and palaeoecology specialists, with considerable expertise in the investigation,
excavation, and finds management of sites of all periods and types, who are readily available
for consultation. Emergency access to conservation facilities is maintained by OA North with
the Department of Archaeology, the University of Durham.

5.2.3 All small finds will be recorded as individual items, with their locations plotted in three
dimensions. Bulk finds will be collected and recorded by context.

5.2.4 Neither artefacts nor ecofacts will be collected systematically during the mechanical
excavation of the overburden material or other clearly unstratified deposits. In such an
eventuality, material will be sampled in such a manner as to provide data to enhance present
knowledge of the production and dating of such artefacts, although any ensuing studies will
not be regarded as a major element in any post-excavation analysis of the site. Other finds
recovered during the removal of overburden will be retained only if of significance to the
dating and/or interpretation of the site. It is not anticipated that ecofacts (e.g. unmodified
animal bone) will be collected during this procedure.

5.2.5 All material will be collected and identified by stratigraphic unit during the evaluation
trenching process. Hand collection by stratigraphic unit will be the principal method of
collection. Objects deemed to be of potential significance to the understanding, interpretation
and dating of individual features, or of the site as a whole, will be recorded as individual
items, and their location plotted in 3-D. This may include, for instance, material recovered
from datable medieval pit groups.

5.2.6 Finds will be processed and administered at regular intervals (on a daily basis) and removed
from the site. All finds will be treated in accordance with OA standard practice, which is
cognisant of IFA and UKIC Guidelines. In general, this will mean that (where appropriate or
safe to do so) finds are washed, dried, marked, bagged and packed in stable conditions; no
attempt at conservation will be made unless special circumstances require prompt action. In
such case guidance will be sought from OA North’s consultant conservator, Jennifer Jones.

5.2.7 All iron objects, a selection on non-ferrous artefacts and a sample of industrial debris will be
X-rayed.

5.2.8 Where possible, spot dates will be obtained on pottery and other finds recovered from the site.
Artefacts will be examined and commented upon by OA North in-house specialists.

5.2.9 All identified finds and artefacts will be retained initially until a finds retention strategy has
been agreed with EHS.

5.2.10 Treasure: any gold and silver artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation will be
removed to a safe place. Only those relevant with be reported to the NI Coroner’s office and
EHS, in accordance with the procedures relating to the Treasure Act 1996 and the Treasure
(Designation) Order 2002. Where removal cannot take place on the same working day as
discovery, suitable security will be employed to protect the finds from theft.

5.3 REPORT

5.3.1 Interim report: an interim report will be issued to the client and to the EHS Scheduling Team
(two copies) within two weeks of the completion of the fieldwork., detailing the main
archaeological results and the exact location and dimensioning of the trenches.

5.3.2 Final report: the full and final report will be presented within twelve weeks of the completion
of all archaeological fieldwork, pending the receipt of reports  from specialists as a result of
post-excavation work.
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5.3.3 This report will be in the same basic format as this project design. One bound and one
unbound copy of the report will be forwarded to the client, together with a copy of the report
on CD. Two copies of the report will also be forwarded to EHS: Scheduling Team, and a copy
to EHS: Recording Built Heritage for the intention of it being lodged with the NI Monuments
and Buildings Record.

5.3.4 Confidentiality: all internal reports to the client are designed as documents for the specific use
of the client, for the particular purpose as defined in the project brief and project design, and
should be treated as such. They are not suitable for publication as academic documents or
otherwise without amendment or revision. The client will own all copyright to the project
documentation and reports, although OA North will retain the right as author.

5.4 ARCHIVE

5.4.1 The project archive represents the collation and indexing of all the data and material gathered
during the course of the project. The results of the archaeological work carried out will form
the basis for a full archive to professional standards. OA North’s standard practice is to
prepare archives in the English Heritage Centre for Archaeology format. Arrangements will be
made for the deposition of the full archive with the appropriate repository in Northern Ireland.
EHS will be notified of the arrangements for the deposition of the archive, including the
artefacts and samples.

5.4.2 Arrangements for the long-term storage of any artefacts will be agreed with the landowner, the
client and the appropriate local museum.

6. OTHER MATTERS

6.1 ACCESS

6.1.1 Liaison for basic site access will be undertaken through the client, and it is understood that
there will be access for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic to the site.

6.1.2 Should there be any unforeseen delays resulting from access difficulties beyond the control of
OA North a stand down rate will be charged.

6.2 PROJECT MONITORING

6.2.1 Whilst the work is undertaken for the client, monitoring will also be undertaken by EHS or a
representative. At least two weeks’ notice is required by EHS: Scheduling Team prior to
commencement, at which time a contact number (mobile) for the site director will be provided
in order to facilitate on site liaison and site visits.

6.2.2 If it is feasible for health and safety reasons, the trenches will remain open during the course
of the fieldwork and backfilled once fieldwork is completed. This will allow EHS the
opportunity to visit the site and view the findings, including the trenches, any finds on site and
any records not in immediate use.

6.3 REINSTATEMENT

6.3.1 All trenches will be backfilled once excavation and recording has been completed.

6.3.2 The excavated material will be stored alongside each trench, with topsoil and subsoil
separately in order to avoid contamination for the purposes of backfilling. The ground will be
backfilled so that the topsoil is laid on the top, and the ground will be roughly graded with the
machine. Should there be a requirement by the client other than that stated this will involve
recosting or a variation.
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6.4 SITE FACILITIES

6.4.1 For the duration of the fieldwork, OA North will use mobile welfare facilities. These will be
fully compliant with health and safety procedures, providing hot and cold water handwashing,
and will consist of a self-sufficient storage, mess and toilet facilities.

7. WORK TIMETABLE AND STAFFING

7.1 SCHEDULE

7.1.1 Estimated schedule dates will be confirmed upon receipt of a copy of the Scheduled
Monument Consent and application for the licence to excavate.

7.1.2 Evaluation Trenching: the fieldwork is expected to take approximately nine days to
complete.

7.1.3 Post-Excavation Work and Report: this element will commence immediately after the site
work is completed.

• an interim report will be issued within four weeks of completion of the fieldwork,

• the final report will be submitted within twelve weeks of completion of the fieldwork,
pending specialist reports.

7.1.4 Archive: the archive will be deposited within six months.

7.2 STAFFING PROPOSALS

7.2.1 The project will be under the direct management of Emily Mercer BA (Hons) MSc AIFA (OA
North senior project manager) to whom all correspondence should be addressed.

7.2.2 All elements of the assessment will be supervised by an OA North project officer) who is
extremely experienced in this type of project, assisted by two OA North project assistants.
Due to scheduling requirements it is not possible to provide their details at the present time.

7.2.3 Assessment of the finds from the evaluation will be undertaken under the auspices of OA
North's in-house finds specialist Christine Howard-Davis (OA North project officer). Christine
has extensive knowledge of finds from many periods.

7.2.4 Assessment of any palaeoenvironmental samples will be undertaken by or under the auspices
of Elizabeth Huckerby MSc (OA North environmental manager).
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT LIST

Context Number Trench Description Thickness/Depth

100 1 Topsoil 0.27m

101 1 Layer of redeposited natural 0.48m

102 1 Fill of pit 103 0.12m

103 1 Pit cut 0.12m

104 1 Fill of posthole 105 0.24m

105 1 Posthole cut 0.24m

106 1 Fill of posthole 107 0.21m

107 1 Posthole cut 0.21m

108 1 Backfill of foundation cut 110 0.19m

109 1 Wall/culvert 0.23m

110 1 Foundation cut 0.36m

111 1 Backfill of foundation cut 110 0.20m

112 1 Fill of posthole 113 0.17m

113 1 Posthole cut 0.17m

114 1 Fill of posthole 115 0.13m

115 1 Posthole cut 0.13m

116 1 Fill of gully/posthole 117 0.20m

117 1 Gully/posthole cut 0.20m

118 1 Fill of gully/posthole 119 0.23m

119 1 Gully/posthole cut 0.23m

120 1 Fill of posthole 121 0.08m

121 1 Posthole cut 0.08m

122 1 Fill of posthole 123 0.04m

123 1 Posthole cut 0.04m

124 1 Fill of ditch 126 0.22m

125 1 Fill of ditch 126 >0.70m
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126 1 Ditch cut >0.90m

127 1 Layer of garden soil 0.28m

128 1 Gravel layer 0.19m

129 1 Layer of garden soil 0.40m

130 1 Topsoil 0.27m

131 1 Fill of pit 132 0.30m

132 1 Pit cut 0.30m

133 1 Gravel layer 0.26m

134 1 Topsoil 0.19m

135 1 Culvert 0.23m

136 1 Topsoil 0.47m

137 1 Gravel layer 0.20m

138 1 Orange silty-sand 0.46m

139 1 Grey silty-clay 0.28m

140 1 Black gravel >0.09m

141 1 Topsoil 0.18m

142 1 Vertically sided cut 0.24m

143 1 Fill of cut 142 0.24m

144 1 Sandy silt 0.16m

200 2 Topsoil 0.68m

201 2 Soil deposit 0.28m

202 2 Light yellow silty-sand 0.43m

203 2 Light grey sandy-silt 0.20m

204 2 Dark brown sandy-silt 0.19m

205 2 Dark greyish-brown sandy-silt 0.15m

206 2 Light grey silty-sand >0.33m

207 2 Fill of pit 208 0.27m

208 2 Pit cut 0.27m

209 2 Fill of gully 210 0.13m
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210 2 Gully cut 0.13m

211 2 Soil layer 0.22m

212 2 Soil layer 0.28m

213 2 Fill of gully 214 0.11m

214 2 Gully cut 0.11m

215 2 Fill of pit 216 0.18m

216 2 Pit cut 0.18m

217 2 Fill of pit 218 0.16m

218 2 Pit cut 0.16m

219 2 Possible stakehole 0.05m

220 2 Possible stakehole 0.05m

221 2 Layer of gravel 0.04m

300 3 Tarmac 0.08m

301 3 Layer of rubble 0.40m

302 3 Wall >0.30m

303 3 Layer of brick rubble 0.26m

304 3 Concrete 0.20m

305 3 Soil layer >0.37m

306 3 Soil layer 0.43m

307 3 Soil deposit 0.76m

308 3 Silty-clay layer 0.29m

309 3 Backfill of drain 320 >0.1m

310 3 Sandy-silt >0.1m

311 3 Fill of ditch 313 0.48m

312 3 Fill of ditch 313 0.20m

313 3 Ditch cut 0.68m

314 3 Layer of probable iron pan 0.03m

315 3 Fill of ditch 316 0.18m

316 3 Ditch cut 0.18m
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317 3 Pale yellow silty-sand 0.50m

318 3 Pale yellow clean sand >0.50m

319 3 Black clinker layer >0.05m

320 3 Cut of drain >0.10m

321 3 Layer of clean yellow sand >0.42m

322 3 Grey sand layer >0.42m

323 3 Layer of clean yellow sand >0.42m

400 4 Topsoil 0.33m

401 4 Light yellow silty-sand 0.16m

402 4 Dark grey sandy-clayey-silt 0.36m

403 4 Dark grey sandy-silt 0.28m

404 4 Mid brownish-grey sandy-silt 0.48m

405 4 Light yellowish-grey sand 0.22m

406 4 Mid grey sandy-silt 0.18m

407 4 Light yellowish-grey sand 0.14m

408 4 Modern quarry stone >1.35m

500 5 Tarmac 0.12m

501 5 Modern quarry stone >1.52m

502 5 Mid brown sandy-silt 0.47m

503 5 Light yellow sand 0.19m

504 5 Light yellow sand 0.12m

505 5 Dark grey silt 0.25m

506 5 Orangeish-yellow silty-sand 0.15m

507 5 Light grey sandy-silt 0.04m

508 5 Light yellow silty-sand 0.14m

509 5 Dark grey sandy-silt 0.13m

510 5 Fill of Ditch 511 0.20m

511 5 Ditch cut 0.20m

600 6 Tarmac 0.09m
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601 6 Layer of modern quarry stone rubble >0.40m

602 6 Cut of linear feature >0.34m

603 6 Fill of linear cut 602 >0.34m

604 6 Fill of linear cut 602 0.30m

605 6 Natural silts and sands >0.35m

700 7 Hardcore surface 0.16m

701 7 Fill of 702 >0.46m

702 7 Cut of linear feature >0.46m

703 7 Dark grey sandy-silt layer 0.18m

704 7 Light greyish-yellow redeposited natural 0.06m

705 7 Fill of 706 0.34m

706 7 Cut of linear feature 0.34m

707 7 Mid grey sandy-clayey-silt layer 0.34m

708 7 Fill of 709 0.56m

709 7 Cut of linear feature 0.56m

710 7 Mid grey silty-sand layer 0.48m

711 7 Dark grey sandy-silt layer 0.32m

712 7 Light grey sandy-silt natural 0.10m

713 7 Light brown sandy-silt natural 0.14m

714 7 Light grey sandy-silt natural >0.10m

715 7 Light greenish-grey sand natural >0.28m

801 8 Tarmac 0.07m

802 8 Layer of modern quarry stone rubble 1.00m

803 8 Silt layer 0.03m

804 8 Light yellowish-grey silty-sand natural >0.1m

900 9 Tarmac 0.12m

901 9 Make-up layer for tarmac 900 0.42m

902 9 Dark grey sandy-silt layer 0.12m

903 9 Light grey silty-sand layer 0.08m
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904 9 Grey sandy-silt layer 0.28m

905 9 Dark grey sandy-silt layer 0.22m

906 9 Fill of drain 907 0.48m

907 9 Drain cut 0.48m

908 9 Modern service trench >0.25m

909 9 Yellowish grey silty-sand natural >0.06m

1000 10 Modern floors 0.15m

1001 10 Wall >1.45m

1002 10 Concrete 0.28m

1003 10 Make-up deposit for concrete 1002 0.25m

1004 10 Mid greyish-yellow silty-sand 0.30m

1005 10 Coarse yellow sand 0.21m

1006 10 Light greyish-brown sandy-silt 0.19m

1007 10 Dark greyish-brown sandy-silt 0.37m

1008 10 Dark blackish-brown sandy-silt 0.22m

1009 10 Dark greyish-brown sandy-silt 0.09m

1010 10 Mid yellowish-grey sandy-silt >0.14m

1011 10 Dark greyish-brown sandy-silt >0.05m

1012 10 Foundation cut for concrete plinth >0.90m
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APPENDIX 3: FINDS LIST

Ctxt = Context, OR = Object Record Number, Qty = quantity, U/S = unstratified

Tr Ctxt OR Material Category Qty Description Period

1 109 1011 Ceramic building
material

1 Complete firebrick in white
refractory clay. Stamped but
mainly illegible except for
'Paisley'.

Nineteenth
century?

1 112 1029 Ceramic vessel 2 One body fragment cream body
with mottled brown glaze; one
body fragment transfer-printed
blue and white ware.

Early nineteenth
century

1 125 1024 Bone animal 8 Bone fragments. Not closely
dated

1 125 1060 Ceramic vessel 1 Body fragment. Mocha ware. Late eighteenth
- nineteenth
century

1 125 1060 Ceramic building
material

1 Small fragment Not closely
dated

1 125 1036 Glass window 1 Mid-pane fragment, colourless. Twentieth
century onwards

1 127 1012 Bone animal 1 Bone fragment. Not closely
dated

1 127 1027 Ceramic vessel 2 Body fragment white
stoneware; Body fragment
creamware.

Late eighteenth
century

1 137 1009 Ceramic vessel 1 Base fragment, Mocha ware
tankard

Early nineteenth
century

1 114 1050 Ceramic vessel 1 Fragment of transfer-printed
blue and white ware.

Nineteenth
century onwards

1 140 1052 Stone flint 1 Fragment of natural,
unmodified flint.

Not closely
dated

1 143 1000 Glass vessel 1 Dark olive green case bottle? Late eighteenth
century

2 207 1026 Ceramic vessel 1 Body fragment whiteware. Nineteenth
century onwards

2 207 1042 Ceramic vessel 2 One fragment  black-glazed
redware, undiagnostic; one
fragment transfer - printed blue
and white ware plate.

Nineteenth
century

2 207 1039 Glass window 2 One mid-pane fragment,
colourless; one mid-pane
fragment greenish and thin.

Later
seventeenth to
eighteenth
century
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2 209 1037 Ceramic building
material

1 Very small fragment. Not closely
dated

2 209 1023 Glass window 2 Two mid-pane fragments,
greenish and thin.

Later
seventeenth to
eighteenth
century

3 311 1034 Bone animal 3 Bone fragments. Not closely
dated

3 311 1059 Ceramic vessel 3 One body fragment plain bluish
tin-glazed ware; one body
fragment creamware with
mottled brown glaze; one body
fragment black-glazed redware.

Eighteenth
century

3 311 1035 Glass window 2 Mid-pane fragments, slightly
greenish.

Early twentieth
century?

3 311 1054 Glass vessel 1 Body fragment. Dark olive
green wine bottle.

Eighteenth
century?

3 312 1038 Glass vessel 2 Body fragments. Dark olive
green wine bottle.

Nineteenth
century

3 315 1028 Ceramic vessel 3 Two body fragments cream
body with mottled brown glaze;
one body fragment creamware.

Late eighteenth
century

3 322 1010 Bone animal 1 Bone fragment. Not closely
dated

4 403 1021 Ceramic vessel 4 Three body fragments transfer-
printed blue and white ware;
one body fragment redware
with internal white slip.

Late nineteenth
century

4 403 1022 Ceramic building
material

1 Small fragment. Not closely
dated

4 403 1025 Ceramic vessel 1 Body fragment whiteware. Nineteenth
century on

4 404 1053 Stone flint 2 Two fragments of natural,
unmodified flint, one burnt.

Not closely
dated

4 406 1043 Glass vessel 1 Body fragment 'sea green' wine
bottle.

Late
seventeenth
century

5 510 1045 Ceramic vessel 4 One fragment black-glazed
redware; three fragments
creamware.

Late eighteenth
– early
nineteenth
century

5 510 1046 Ceramic building
material

1 Small fragment only. Not closely
dated

5 604 1033 Ceramic tobacco
pipe

1 Plain stem fragment. Post-medieval



Proposed Shopping Centre, Castlebawn, Newtownards, County Down, Northern Ireland:
Archaeological Evaluation Report 52

For the use of WDR and RT Taggart, on behalf of Castlebawn Ltd                               © OA North: December 2006

7 708 1032 Bone animal 1 Bone fragment. Not closely
dated

7 708 1031 Ceramic building
material

2 Small fragments. Not closely
dated

7 708 1030 Wood 1 Small fragment of organic
material, possibly wood.

Not closely
dated

7 711 1051 Bone animal 2 Bone fragments. Not closely
dated

8 803 1044 Ceramic building
material

1 Fragment of perforated air
brick.

Not closely
dated

9 904 1013 Ceramic vessel 2 One body fragment black-
glazed redware; one body
fragment whiteware.

Nineteenth
century on

9 904 1014 Ceramic building
material

1 Small fragment. Not closely
dated

9 904 1015 Glass vessel 1 Body fragment dark olive green
wine bottle.

Eighteenth
century?

9 905 1040 Bone animal 4 Very small bone fragments,
including rib.

Not closely
dated

9 905 1041 Ceramic building
material

2 Very small fragments. material Not closely
dated

10 1007 1004 Bone animal 11 Bone fragments. Not closely
dated

10 1007 1016 Bone animal 8 Bone fragments. Not closely
dated

10 1007 1006 Ceramic building
material

6 Small fragments. Not closely
dated

10 1007 1007 Ceramic vessel 1 Body fragment creamware. Late eighteenth
century

10 1007 1008 Ceramic tobacco
pipe

1 Plain stem fragment. Post-medieval

10 1007 1018 Ceramic vessel 1 Body fragment black-glazed
redware.

Post-medieval

10 1007 1018 Ceramic building
material

2 Small fragments. Not closely
dated

10 1007 1005 Glass vessel 3 Body and base fragments dark
olive green wine bottle, late
form.

Late
eighteenth–
early nineteenth
century

10 1007 1017 Glass vessel 1 Body fragment dark olive green
wine bottle, now covered with
mortar

Eighteenth
century

10 1007 1020 Mollusc oyster 3 Fragments of oyster Not closely
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dated

10 1007 1019 Stone slate 1 Small fragment of slate. Not closely
dated - ?post-
medieval

10 1008 1047 Ceramic vessel 1 Whiteware jug? Nineteenth
century onwards

10 1008 1048 Ceramic tobacco
pipe

2 Plain stem fragments. Post-medieval

10 1008 1049 Ceramic building
material

1 Small fragment only. Not closely
dated

10 1010 1001 Bone animal 1 Bone fragment. Not closely
dated

10 1010 1003 Ceramic building
material

3 Small fragments. Not closely
dated

10 1010 1002 Mollusc oyster 1 Fragment of oyster shell. Not closely
dated

10 1011 1055 Ceramic tobacco
pipe

1 Plain stem fragment Post-medieval

10 U/S 1056 Ceramic vessel 1 Single abraded body fragment
of green-glazed open vessel.
Fine reduced fabric.

Late medieval??

10 U/S 1057 Stone flint 1 Fragment of natural,
unmodified flint.

Not closely
dated

10 U/S 1058 Stone whetstone 1 Ad hoc whetstone Not closely
dated


