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Summary

During the latter part of July and early August 2016 Oxford Archaeology undertook a
trial  trench evaluation on land at  Benson,  Oxfordshire,  centred on NGR  461870,
191280. The site was composed of two fields, the eastern of which was subdivided
into  five  paddocks.  The  evaluation  comprised  22  trenches  targeting  both
geophysical anomalies and potentially blank areas. 

Within the north-eastern part of site a number of burials were discovered on a range
of  alignments.  The rest  of  the site  contained a  Roman settlement  with  4m wide
boundary ditches and 1st century pottery. A number of rectilinear enclosures were
found within this boundary ditch and many large storage pits. These both produced
a fair amount of datable material, predominantly 1st century. 
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 The  site  lies  on  the  south  side  of  Benson,  north-west  of  Preston  Crowmarsh,  and

covers an area of c 6.4 ha. It is bounded on the north by St Helen's Avenue, north of
which is housing, and on the south by the A423. To the west are allotments, and to the
east there is one further field between the site and RAF Benson. 

1.1.2 Following a desk-based assessment by CgMs (CgMs 2016), geophysical survey was
carried out by Stratascan (Stratascan 2016), which showed that one or more phases of
archaeological features are present on the site, and together cover most of the area. 

1.1.3 Based  upon  the interpretation  of  the  geophysical  survey  provided  by  Stratascan,  a
programme of  evaluation by trenching was prepared by CgMs to provide additional
information upon the impact of the proposed development upon buried archaeological
remains, and was agreed with Richard Oram, Planning Archaeologist for Oxfordshire
County Archaeological Services (hereafter OCAS). Oxford Archaeology was appointed
by  CgMs  to  carry  out  the  evaluation,  and  this  report  describes  the  results  of  the
evaluation.

1.1.4 All the work was undertaken in accordance with local and national planning policies
(DCMS  2015),  with  the  MoRPHE  Project  Manager's  guide  (EH  2006),  and  in
accordance with the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, of
which OA is a Registered Organisation. The archaeological works were carried out in
accordance  with  the  Standards  and  guidance  for  archaeological  excavation  and
archiving (CIfA 2014a; CifA 2014b).

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The geology of the area is siltstone and sandstone of the Upper Greensand Formation.

Superficial sand and gravel deposits of the Northmoor Sand and Gravel Member, Upper
Facet  are  recorded  across  the  study site.  These  deposits  were  formed from rivers
depositing detrital material in channels to form river terrace deposits (British Geological
Survey On-line Viewer, accessed February 2016).

1.2.2 The site is relatively level, with a gentle slope from east to west down towards the river
Thames, which runs south around 300m to the west at a height of 45m above OD.  The
majority of the site lies at c 50 m above OD. The landscape slopes gradually up to the
east, away from the River Thames, reaching c.110m above OD c 1.5km south-east of
the site.

1.2.3 All of the site is currently pasture or rough pasture. The site is divided into two parts by
a footpath. West of the path is a single field, while the eastern part is divided into seven
smaller units by fences, comprising two larger paddocks adjacent to the path, and five
smaller ones east of these. The northernmost of the five lies east of two properties built
fronting  onto  St  Helen's  Avenue.  The  paddocks  are  used  as  horse  paddocks  for
grazing. 

1.2.4 There is an open drain running along the southern part of the south-eastern boundary
of the site, carrying water south-westwards towards the river Thames.

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 The known historical and archaeological background to the site and its surroundings up

to  a  distance of  1km have been considered and  reported  upon in  the  Desk-Based
Assessment carried out by CgMs (CgMs 2016), and will only be summarised here. 
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1.3.2 No designated archaeological assets (Scheduled Ancient Monuments) lie within the site
or within 1km of it, nor is any activity of prehistoric, Roman or medieval date recorded
within it.

1.3.3 The surrounding area however contains widespread evidence of prehistoric,  Roman,
early medieval and medieval activity (see CgMs 2016, Appendix 1 HER data plot) , as
follows:

1.3.4 Neolithic activity comprises a cursus and funerary monuments known from cropmarks
within RAF Benson to the east (Benson and Miles 1984,  Map 41;  Fenner and Dyer
1984), an occupation site including pits and postholes north of St Helen's Avenue (Ford
and Pine 2004) and findspots of Neolithic axes and other residual finds to the north-
west, south-west and south-east.

1.3.5 Bronze Age funerary monuments and occupation are also known within RAF Benson
and north of St Helen's Avenue (Ford and Pine 2004). Pottery and other finds have also
been recovered around the site to the south and from the river Thames to the west.  

1.3.6 Iron  Age  activity  is  widespread  in  the  adjacent  area,  the  closest  known  being
occupation north  of  St  Helen's  Avenue (Ford  and  Pine 2004)  and Iron Age pottery
recovered only 100m north of the site. Cropmarks suggest occupation sites 150m to the
north  and  100m to  the west  of  the  site,  while  later  prehistoric  enclosures  of  either
Bronze Age or Iron Age date are known within RAF Benson to the east. 

1.3.7 Roman activity is even more widespread. Early Roman settlement is indicated 150m to
the north, and Roman settlement 300m to the north-west (Ford and Pine 2004), while
Roman burials are known close to the Thames to the west and south-west.  Another
focus of  Roman settlement  and  burial  is  known some 800m to  the north-east,  and
Roman pottery within RAF Benson to the east. 

1.3.8 Saxon settlement is known to the north-east from excavation (Ford and Pine 2004) and
from stray finds, and further settlement some 400m to the north of the site, within the
historic villages of Littleworth and Benson. Benson is known to have been the centre of
a royal estate in the middle and late Saxon period, and although the focus of this has
not been firmly established, it is likely to lie beneath the later medieval focus of church
and castle north of the site. Saxon metalwork has been found within RAF Benson a
similar  distance  to  the  east,  and  from  the  Thames  to  the  west.  Wallingford  was
established as one of the largest of Alfred's burhs across the river to the west,  and
thereafter became the largest settlement in the vicinity of the site.  

1.3.9 The  medieval  settlements  of  Benson  and  Littleworth  continued  to  be  occupied
throughout the period, although over time Benson declined, and the most significant
site was the town of Wallingford, fortified with a large Norman castle. Crowmarsh Mill
lay only 150m west of the site on the river Thames, and a siege castle may have been
built  400m to  the  north-west  close  to  the  river,  from which  a  medieval  sword  was
dredged. The site lies south of the medieval focus of Benson, and although medieval
pottery  has  also  been  recovered  south  of  the  site  this  may  represent  evidence  of
manuring onto the fields rather than further settlement.  

1.3.10 The detailed magnetic survey (gradiometry) carried out by Stratascan has shown that
there are numerous ditched enclosures covering most of the site except for the north-
east  corner,  and belonging to one or  more phases of  activity.  Their  survey (Fig.  2)
revealed a large sub-circular enclosure and a system of rectilinear enclosures or fields,
as well as a couple of small sub-circular enclosures on the east and west, a possible
oval enclosure on the east and clusters of probable large pits, particularly on the north
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and west sides of the site. Some of the pits are very large, and occur in lines. These
may represent sunken-floored buildings or quarries rather than pits.

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 Oxford Archaeology would like to thank Paul Chadwick and Nathan Thomas of CgMs

for the opportunity to carry out the work, and Richard Oram of OCAS for visiting and for
monitoring the work in progress. 

1.4.2 OA would  also  like  to  thank Becky and  Jane  Purnell,  the  tenants  of  the  paddocks
whose horses had to be moved or restricted during the archaeological fieldwork, for
their co-operation and patience. 

1.4.3 Beechcroft Plant provided the JCB and 360° machine, whose drivers were as ever very
competent and helpful.

1.4.4 The evaluation was supervised by Bob McIntosh and by Ben Attfield, who stood in for
Bob during his holiday.
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2  EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
(i) To determine or confirm the approximate extent of any surviving remains.

(ii) To  determine  the  date  range  of  any  surviving  remains  by  artefactual  or  other
means.

(iii) To determine the condition and state of preservation of any remains.

(iv) To  determine  the  degree  of  complexity  of  any  surviving  horizontal  or  vertical
stratigraphy.

(v) To  assess  the  associations  and  implications  of  any  remains  encountered  with
reference to the historic landscape.

(vi) To  determine  the  potential  of  the  site  to  provide  palaeoenvironmental  and/or
economic evidence, and the forms in which such evidence may survive.

(vii) To determine the implications of any remains with reference to economy, status,
utility and social activity.

(viii) To determine or  confirm the likely  range,  quality  and quantity  of  the  artefactual
evidence present.

(ix) To date what may be a large curvilinear enclosure whose eastern half is visible on
the  geophysical  survey,  and  to  establish  its  phasing  relative  to  the  rectilinear
enclosure  system (also  evident  from the geophysical  survey),  which appears  to
abut its south-eastern side.

(x) To establish the date of the rectilinear enclosure system, and if possible its duration
of use.

(xi) To clarify  the  date,  character  and  function  of  the  small  curvilinear  ditches  (one
described as a ring-ditch by the geophysical survey report) on the site, and whether
these might belong to enclosures of the later prehistoric period, particularly those
associated with roundhouses.

(xii) To investigate the oval enclosure, and clarify its date and character, and whether
this might belong to a Neolithic enclosure.

(xiii) To determine the date of the various discrete anomalies (pit clusters) across the
site,  and  whether  these  relate  to  the  large  curvilinear  enclosure,  the  rectilinear
enclosure system, to both, or to other periods of past activity.

(xiv) In particular, to determine the date, morphology and function of the larger discrete
anomalies, and whether any of these might be of early medieval date.

(xv) To clarify  whether  the  north-east  corner  of  the  site  contains  few archaeological
features, as the geophysical survey suggests, or whether this apparent absence is
illusory, and is due to other factors, such as greater soil cover or disturbance by
medieval cultivation.

(xvi) To  clarify  the  extent  and  direction  of  medieval/early  post-medieval  cultivation
indicated by the geophysical survey on the site, and if possible to date it.
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2.2   Methodology

2.3   Scope of works
2.3.1 The evaluation consisted of twenty two trenches, each 30m long and 2m wide, twelve

in the western field and ten in the eastern paddocks. This constituted a 2% evaluation
of the site.

2.3.2 The area of the two buildings fronting onto St Helen's Avenue, the strip immediately to
the west, and the small paddock to the east of the properties, were not evaluated. The
strips to the west and east are crossed by modern services. 

2.4   Programme
2.4.1 The fieldwork commenced on Monday 18th July,  and took 20 days to complete by a

team consisting of a Project  Supervisor directing up to three Project Archaeologists,
under the management of Tim Allen, Senior Project Manager.

2.4.2 All  fieldwork undertaken by Oxford Archaeology (South) is overseen by the Head of
Fieldwork, Dan Poore MCIfA.

2.5   Site specific methodology
2.5.1 The methodology used for the evaluation was as set out in the WSI (OA 2016). 

2.5.2 Variations to the methodology were as follows:

(i) The trenches were excavated using a JCB fitted with a toothless bucket, but were
backfilled using a 360° machine due to the depth of overburden.

(ii) All features or deposits of archaeological potential within the trenches were to be
excavated  by  hand,  unless  otherwise  agreed  with  Richard  Oram  of  OCC  and
Nathan Thomas of CgMs. Exceptions agreed comprised the largest archaeological
features in Trenches 4, 5, 13, 15, 17 and 22, which were investigated by machine
under close archaeological supervision, the soil being monitored for finds, and were
then recorded. Most of Trenches 17 and 21 were covered by a layer of dark soil,
which  proved  to  be  infilling  a  hollow  overlying  Roman  features,  and  this  was
removed by machine in Trench 17 and part of Trench 21 to expose the features
beneath.

(iii) When graves were first exposed (in Trench 18), the decision was taken by Richard
Oram of OCAS that they would be left in situ and reburied without further exposing
the skeletal remains. The bones exposed by machining were therefore planned and
photographed,  and  notes  were  made  by  the  site  supervisor,  who  had  some
osteological training, but were not examined by a specialist in human osteology. 

(iv) It was also agreed that further trenches should be dug at right angles to the north-
west  and  south-east  towards  the  north-east  end  to  establish  the  width  of  the
cemetery at  this  point  (Fig.  7),  and that  the  extensions should  continue for  5m
beyond the limit of graves in either direction. 

(v) Once the burials had been recorded, they were covered with a layer of plastic, then
a layer of sand, and finally a further layer of plastic before the trench was backfilled
by machine.

(vi) Soils  were  replaced  in  stratigraphic  order  when  backfilling.  Particular  care  was
taken to compact  the soils in  the paddocks on the east,  and the owners of  the
horses currently using the paddocks expressed themselves as satisfied with the
results before the paddocks were handed back. 
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Introduction and presentation of results
3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, with a description of all archaeology

excavated  within  the  trenches.  Full  information,  including  dimensions  and  fill
descriptions, can be found in Appendix A.

3.2   Description of results
3.2.1 The evaluation  comprised  twenty two  trenches,  all  30m by 2m.  The trenches were

placed at a variety of alignments to best cover the features identified in the geophysical
survey, and cover 2% of the site (Fig. 2). Trench 18 was subsequently extended on the
instruction of CgMs by trenches dug roughly at right angles close to the northern end. 

3.2.2 All trenches were excavated by machine under close archaeological supervision to the
surface of the natural. In the western field (Trenches 1 - 12) the natural was a banded
gravel and sand; in the five paddocks to the east (Trenches 13 – 22) the natural was
weathered or silty greensand. The natural was shallower in the south-eastern half of
the site and towards the western corner,  with a band of  deeper overburden running
north to south down the middle; the average depth on the east was around 0.5m and
only 0.4m on the west, while in the middle it rose to over 1m (in Trench 2).   

3.2.3 The majority of features across both the western field and the five paddocks contained
very similar  dark fills  of  greyish brown sandy silt,  which generally contained Roman
pottery. The inclusions differed somewhat, flint and gravel being common in the western
field and flint and greensand more common in the five eastern paddocks.

Trench 1

3.2.4 Trench 1 was in the north-east corner of the western field on a north-south alignment,
and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to investigate a linear and two
possible pits identified in the geophysical survey, but instead identified three ditches all
running north-west  to south-east  across the trench (104,  108 and 112),  all  of  which
were excavated (Fig. 3). 

3.2.5 Ditch 104 has been recut as 106 (Fig. 8 section 101). Ditch 108 was much larger than
the other ditches in the trench, being 3.37m wide and 0.98m deep (Fig. 8 section 103),
but was similar to other large ditches on site, and was possibly the same ditch as 1514
in Trench 15. Fill 110 contained the only fragment of daub from the evaluation. Ditch
104 was the only feature not to contain any datable finds in Trench 1, the others being
early Roman. The upper fill of ditch 112 (Fig. 8 section 102, deposit 114) was sampled
for environmental remains (Sample <4>), but produced only a very few charred plant
remains. 

Trench 2 

3.2.6 Trench 2 was in the middle of the northern half of the western field on a north-south
alignment,  and had an average depth of 1.05m. It  targeted an area the geophysical
survey could not access that had at least one linear feature running into it (this linear
was investigated by Trench 5).  A ditch (204) and a possible pit  (206) lay within the
trench, and ditch 204 was excavated (Fig. 3; Fig. 8 section 201). 

3.2.7 Ditch 204 contained finds of early Roman date. Feature 206,  whose irregular shape
may indicate that it was two inter-cutting features rather than a pit, did not have any
finds on the surface. Neither feature aligned with the linear in Trench 5. 

© Oxford Archaeology Page 10 of 72 September 2016



Archaeological Evaluation Report Land off St Helens Avenue, Benson, Oxfordshire v.1

Trench 3

3.2.8 Trench 3 was located in the north of the western field on a north-east to south-west
alignment, and was on average 0.75m deep. It was positioned to cover a number of pit-
like features identified in the geophysical survey. The trench contained five pits (308,
310, 312, 314 and 318), located down its length and a single ditch 316 at the more
westerly end (Fig. 3). Ditch 316 and pit 308 were excavated. 

3.2.9 Ditch 316 had one steep and one sloping side, and a single fill (Fig. 8 section 302). Pit
308 was only excavated to a depth of  0.6m as its  depth exceeded safe limits,  and
enough finds had been recovered to characterise it (Fig. 8 section 301). Two post holes
(304 and 306) were located around its edge to the east and south. Posthole 306 cut the
pit.  Posthole  304  was  not  recognised  initially,  so  its  relationship  with  pit  308  is
uncertain. Pit 308 contained a significant quantity of early Roman pottery; ditch 316 and
postholes 304 and 306, however, contained no finds. 

Trench 4

3.2.10 Trench 4 was located to the south of Trench 1 on a north-east - south-west alignment,
and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to investigate two parallel ditches
and two pits indicated by the geophysical  survey.  Instead stripping revealed one pit
410, a cluster of postholes (412, 414, 416, 417, 418) and a very large ditch 406, cut in
turn by two pits (408 and 419).  Pits 410 and 408 and postholes 412 and 414 were
excavated by hand, and ditch 406 was excavated by machine (Fig. 3). 

3.2.11 Pit 410 was very similar to pit 308 in Trench 3, being early Roman, but was bottomed,
and was approaching 1m deep (Fig. 9 section 402). Ditch 404 was also early Roman.
Ditch 406 was notable in that it was 1.3m in depth and over 4m in width (only one edge
was exposed in the trench), but contained no finds. Pits 408 and 419, which cut through
407, a fill of ditch 406 (Fig. 9 section 401), had fills different from the norm, comprising
a firm, dark blackish brown sandy silt with gravel inclusions. They also contained no
finds. Postholes 412 and 414 were of different depths and neither was flat-bottomed
(Fig. 9 sections 403-4); they had single fills without finds.

3.2.12 Two samples were taken from this trench: sample <5> from fill 405 from ditch 404 and
sample <6> from fill 411 in pit 410. Sample <5> contained a small collection of charred
plant remains including charred grain; sample <6> a similar but slightly larger collection
of charred plant remains (see report, Appendix C.4).

Trench 5

3.2.13 Trench 5 was located south of Trench 4 and south-east of Trench 2 in the western field,
on  a  north-east  -  south-west  alignment.  It  had  an  average  depth  of  0.5m.  It  was
positioned to investigate three ditches, two of which run parallel to each other, and to
extend into an area that could not be included in the geophysical survey. The three
expected ditches (510, 509 and 506) were identified, in addition to a fourth ditch 504,
two pits (508 and 522) and a large unidentified feature 520 (Fig. 3). 

3.2.14 Both parallel ditches 509 and 510 (Fig.9 section 503; Plate 10) were hand-excavated,
as  was  pit  508  that  was  truncated by  ditch  509  (Fig.  9  section  502).  Pit  508  was
excavated to a depth of 1m, but was not bottomed for Health and Safety reasons. Both
pit 508 and ditch 510 contained early Roman pottery. Environmental sample <8> was
taken from fill 512 of pit 508, which was entirely contained within a pot (small find 500;
Plate  9).This  produced  a  small  assemblage  of  charred  plant  remains  and  also
contained a little possible fuel ash slag.
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3.2.15 At the south-west end of the trench was a soilmark over 6m wide, which it was agreed
with Richard Oram could be tested by a machine-dug slot (see Fig. 3). This proved to
consist of a wide ditch 504 and a shallower irregular pit 506, whose intersection did not
provide a clear relationship (Fig. 9 section 501). Ditch 504 was unusually large at 4.7m
wide and over 0.9m deep, and early Roman pottery came from the uppermost fill. No
finds were recovered from pit 506, which had near-vertical sides and a flat base. 

3.2.16 Although it was not excavated, finds were recovered from the surface of ditch 520, and
the pottery was also early Roman. Along the south-east edge of  feature 520 was a
possible line of sub-rectangular or rectangular features apparently cut into the ditch.
Only one of these was clearly identified, and as these all extended below the side of the
trench, none was investigated. Another tentative feature of similar size and shape, also
cut into ditch 520, was planned west of these. 

Trench 6 

3.2.17 Trench 6 was located south-west of Trench 3 in the western field, on a north-west -
south-east  alignment,  and  had  an  average  depth  of  0.4m.  It  was  positioned  to
investigate  a  potential  circular  enclosure  roughly  10m in  diameter  identified  by  the
geophysical  survey.  Two  arcs  of  ditch  approaching  1m  wide  were  identified
corresponding to the geophysical survey results, and were numbered 604 and 608 (Fig.
4). 

3.2.18 The more southerly ditch arc (604) was excavated, and was 0.75m deep containing
three  fills  (Fig.  10  section  601).  No  finds  were  recovered  by  hand-excavation,  but
sample <7> was taken from fill 605, and this produced a small group of later Mesolithic
or early Neolithic struck flints from the same core,  and in fresh condition (Appendix
B.4). The only charred material was a little charcoal.

Trench 7

3.2.19 Trench 7 was located in the middle of the western field, south-east of Trench 6 and
south-west of Trench 2. It was oriented north-east to south-west and had an average
depth of 0.7m. It was positioned to investigate two parallel ditches and two pits. Only
one ditch 704 was identified, along with two pits (716 and 718), one possible posthole
710 and three stone-lined pits (706, 712 and 714). One of the stone-lined pits, 706, the
possible posthole 710 and the ditch 704 were all excavated by hand (Fig. 4; Fig. 10
sections 701-3). 

3.2.20 Ditch 704 contained early  Roman pottery,  while  stone-lined pit  706 had finds  of  3 rd

century Roman date. This feature contained a lining, 709, of chalk and flint  nodules
roughly stacked (Plate 13), which did not start at the base of pit 706 but sat on top of
the primary fill, 708. The possible posthole, 710, did not contain any finds, and was V-
profiled, so may have been either a stakehole or perhaps a solution hole of natural
origin. 

Trench 8 

3.2.21 Trench 8 was located in the furthest west of the western field, on a north-west - south-
east alignment,  with an average depth of 0.4m. It  was positioned to investigate one
linear feature and two pits. The trench actually revealed two potential ditches (814 and
811), three large pits (806, 805 and 804) and ten potential small pits or postholes (Fig.
4). 

3.2.22 Upon excavation ditch 811 was discovered to be a band in the natural as opposed to a
feature. Ditch 814 was re-cut as a shallower ditch 816 (Fig. 10 section 801), and both
contained Roman finds: 814 dating to the 2nd century AD; 816 to the 2nd century or later.
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Pits 806, 805 and 804 were not excavated, but early Roman finds were collected from
the top fills of 804 and 805. Two of the potential small pits or postholes (807 and 809)
were excavated (Fig. 10 sections 802 and 803);  807 had an asymmetrical profile; 809
a shallow bowl-shaped profile. There were no finds from either. These features did not
have any clear structure, so their purpose remains uncertain. 

Trench 9

3.2.23 Trench 9 was located south-east of Trench 8 in the western field, on a north-west -
south-east  alignment,  and  had  an  average  depth  of  0.95m.  It  was  positioned  to
investigate two parallel ditches and a pit, but actually contained three ditches (904, 907
and 909). Ditches 904 and 907 were both excavated by hand (Fig. 4; Fig. 10 sections
901-2).

3.2.24 Ditch 904 had a single fill that contained early Roman finds. Ditch 907 proved to be a
gully, only 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep, with no finds. Sample <9> was taken from fill 905
of ditch 904, and contained only a small quantity of charred plant remains. 

Trench 10

3.2.25 Trench 10 was located in the middle of the western field, south-east of Trench 5, on a
north-east - south-west alignment. It had an average depth of 0.65m. It was positioned
to investigate three ditches, the most south-western and north-eastern of which appear
to be associated on the geophysical survey. The trench identified two ditches (1010 and
1004) and two pits (1009 and 1006), one of each of which was excavated (Fig. 4; Fig.
10 sections 1001 and 1002). 

3.2.26 Pit 1006 was cut through the subsoil (1003) and had dark blueish-grey silty fills quite
distinct from the dark fills of the majority of features, but contained no finds. Ditch 1004
was also excavated by hand, and produced finds of late Roman date. 

Trench 11

3.2.27 Trench 11 was located in the south of the western field, to the south-east of Trench 9
and the south-west of Trench 10. It was on a north-west south-east alignment, and had
an average depth of 0.5m. It was positioned to investigate three parallel running ditches
(Fig. 2), and revealed five ditches (1111, 1113, 1107, 1105 and 1103)  and one pit 1108
(Fig. 5). 

3.2.28 Ditches 1105 and 1103 are parallel and slightly intercut, but the relationship between
them was not clear in the hand-excavated slot across them (Fig.11 section 1102). Ditch
1103 contained Roman pottery of later 1st century date, together with a brooch (small
find 1100) of similar  date.  Ditch 1105 was without finds.  Ditches 1113 and 1107 are
intercutting  on  different  alignments,  and  although  unexcavated,  late  Iron  Age/early
Roman pottery was recovered from the surface of 1107. Early Roman pottery was also
recovered from the surface of ditch 1111. Pit 1108, which was very shallow. Its fill was
mostly  flint  and  gravel  (Fig.  11  section  1101),   and  it  did  not  contain  any  finds.
Environmental sample <10> was taken from fill 1112 of ditch 1105, but contained very
little charred material. 

Trench 12

3.2.29 Trench 12 was located in  the southern corner  of  the western field,  on a north-east
south-west alignment with an average depth of 0.6m. It was positioned to investigate
three ditches that show up faintly on the geophysical survey. The trench identified four
ditches  (1210,  1213,  1204  and  1206),  three  pits  (1215,  1216  and  1208)  and  one
masonry wall or foundation 1203 (Fig. 5). 
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3.2.30 Chalk foundation 1203 (Plate 11) was 0.75m wide and 0.35m high,  sitting upon the
natural  (Fig.  11  section  1201).  It  was  only  seen  upon  cleaning  the  section,  and
consisted of undressed chalk lumps up to 0.13m across, without obvious coursing or
bonding. It lay adjacent to the north-east edge of ditch 1206, which was not excavated
and on whose surface only animal  bone was found.  Ditch 1206 intersected with pit
1208, also unexcavated, and the relationship between these was not evident on the
surface. A Roman nail was recovered from the surface of 1208.

3.2.31 Two further pits were visible a little to the south-west - 1215 and 1216 - both probably
cut by ditch 1204. None of these three features was excavated, but a human skeleton
1209 (Plate 12) was partly visible in the top of its fill (Fig. 5). The skeleton was an adult
human lying on its side in a flexed or crouched position with the head at the north-east
end. The skeleton was recorded as seen and re-covered rather than excavated. Both
ditches 1210 and 1213 were excavated by hand: 1210 was V-profiled (Fig. 11 section
1202) and contained early Roman pottery; 1213 was broader (Fig. 11 section 1203) and
contained late Roman pottery. 

Trench 13

3.2.32 Trench 13 was located in the north-west corner of the eastern paddocks, on a north-
east - south-west alignment and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to
investigate two pits (Fig. 2). Instead the trench identified one irregular ditch 1304, one
posthole 1306 and one large pit 1308 (Fig. 5). 

3.2.33 Ditch 1304 and small pit or posthole 1306 were excavated by hand (Fig. 11 sections
1301-2);  no finds were recovered from 1306,  but  late Iron Age/early Roman pottery
came from ditch 1304. Pit 1308 was 3.82m wide, and it was agreed with Richard Oram
that this could be sectioned by machine. It proved to be  2.16m deep with five fills, most
containing late Iron Age/early Roman pottery (Fig.  11 section 1303).  The second fill
(1312) was a soft, dark greyish black clayey silt, with charcoal, clay and flint inclusions,
from  which  environmental  sample  <2>  was  taken.  This  contained  a  very  rich
assemblage of charred plant remains from crop-processing (see Appendix C.4 below). 

Trench 14

3.2.34 Trench  14  was  located  in  the  north  of  the  eastern  paddocks,  to  the  south-east  of
Trench 13, on a north-east south-west alignment, and had an average depth of 0.5m.
The trench was located to investigate an area of the geophysical survey that showed
no features. The trench identified no features.

Trench 15 

3.2.35 Trench 15 was located on the west side of the paddocks, to the south of Trench 13. It
was  oriented  east-west,  and  had  an  average  depth  of  0.5m.  It  was  located  to
investigate three ditches identified on the geophysical survey (Fig. 2), and proved to
contain three ditches (1516, 1514 and 1507), two postholes (1510 and 1512) and a
grave 1504 (Fig. 5). 

3.2.36 Grave 1504 was orientated NNW-SSE, and contained a human burial 1505, of which
only one leg was exposed, recorded and reburied. This belonged to a human adult laid
flat with its head at the north-west end. No finds were recovered from the grave. West
of this, ditch 1507 (Plate 6) was excavated by hand and shown to have a wide V-profile
(Fig. 12 section 1501); it contained late Iron Age/early Roman pottery.  Post-holes 1510
and 1512, which lay 1.5m apart, were both excavated by hand (Fig. 12 sections 1502-
3), and were of similar depth, but neither contained any finds. Posthole 1510 had very
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steep sides and a flat base; 1512 similar sides but a stepped base. Both are considered
genuine postholes. 

3.2.37 Ditches 1514 and 1516, which met within the trench, were both very wide - 1514 in
excess of  4.5m -  and it  was agreed with Richard  Oram that  this  could  be sample-
excavated by machine (Fig. 5). The machine sondage established that the ditch was
was up to 0.7m deep and contained five fills (Fig. 12 section 1504), the earliest of which
(1515) contained Roman pottery of 1st-2nd century date. The relationship of ditch 1514
to 1516 was not established, and no pottery was recovered from the surface of ditch
1516. On the evidence of the geophysical survey plot it is possible that either ditch is a
continuation of ditch 108 in Trench 1.

Trench 16 

3.2.38 Trench 16 was located on the western side of the paddocks, south of Trench 15 and
east of Trench 5. It lay on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average
depth of 0.53m. It was located to investigate three ditches on the geophysical survey
(Fig. 2), two of which are parallel. Three ditches (1604, 1607 and 1611) were identified
within the trench, two of which - 1604 (Plate 7) and 1607 - were hand-excavated. 

3.2.39 Ditch 1604 had a V-profile and a pointed base, and appeared from the section to be cut
through the lower subsoil 1603 (Fig. 12 section 1601). The ditch contained late Iron
Age/early Roman pottery. Ditch 1607 had a broader base, and contained early Roman
pottery and animal bone (Fig. 12 section 1602). No finds were evident on the surface
on ditch 1611.

Trench 17

3.2.40 Trench 17 was located in the south-west part of the eastern paddocks to the south of
Trench 16, on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.5m.
It was located to investigate two ditches and a possible enclosure. The trench identified
four ditches (1704 adjacent to 1707, 1711 and 1714), ditch terminal 1709 and a large
hollow  filled  by  1716  (Fig.  6).  The  geophysical  anomaly  putatively  identified  as  a
possible enclosure ditch appears to correspond to the large hollow, 12m of which were
visible in the south-east end of the trench. 

3.2.41 Ditches 1704 and 1707 were hand-excavated (Fig.  12 section 1701;  Plate 8).  Ditch
1704, which was larger and deeper than 1707, contained early Roman pottery; there
were no finds from 1707. Ditch terminal 1709 was also hand-excavated (Fig. 13 section
1702)  and contained early  Roman finds.  Ditches 1711 and 1714 were both located
beneath the hollow fill (1716) within the large hollow, which was removed by machine.
Ditch 1711 had a sharp V-profile (Fig. 13 section 1703) and also contained early Roman
pottery;  ditch  1714 contained Roman tile  and fragments  of  pottery,  but  is  not  more
closely  dated.  Sample  <3>  was  taken  from 1715,  the  single  fill  of  ditch  1714,  and
produced abundant charred plant remains (see Appendix C.4).

Trench 18 

3.2.42 Trench 18 was located in the north-east corner of the eastern paddocks, on a north-
east  -  south-west  alignment,  and  was  on  average  0.5m  deep.  It  was  located  to
investigate an area that on the geophysical survey contained no features, but located
five graves.  Following a site  visit  and consultation with CgMs and Richard Oram of
OCAS, it was agreed that the graves and any bones exposed by machining would be
recorded, re-covered and left  in situ.  In addition, it  was agreed that further trenches
should be dug at right angles to the north-west and south-east towards the north-east
end to establish the width of the cemetery at this point (Fig. 7), and that the extensions
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should continue for 5m beyond the limit of graves in either direction. The north-western
extension was 2m wide and 8.5m long,  and a 1.5m wide 3m long extension ran north-
east to fully expose a further grave. The south-eastern extension was 3.5m wide and
8m long. 

3.2.43 The trenches identified eight graves (Plates 1 and 2), all on broadly north-east - south-
west  alignments (Fig.  7).  The graves all  shared a  fill  of  a  very compact,  dark grey
chalky silt,  with frequent  sandstone pebbles. One of the graves (1825) was cleaned
down to clarify its width (Fig. 13 partial section 1801). All of the exposed graves had
human bones within them, showing that they contained a burial, all were laid flat and
with their heads at the south-western ends of their graves. A metal knife (small  find
1801)  was  recovered  from grave 1804,  but  no other  finds  were seen.  A sample  of
human bone was therefore retrieved from the skeleton in this grave for  radiocarbon
dating, and has provided a  date of 650-760 cal. AD at 95% confidence (see report
Appendix C5 below). 

Trench 19

3.2.44 Trench 19 was located in the north-east of the eastern paddocks to the south of Trench
18,  on  a  north-east  -  south-west  alignment  with  an  average  depth  of  0.5m.  It  was
located to investigate an area that on the geophysical survey contained no features.
Instead the trench identified a lone pit 1904, which was hand-excavated and proved to
be shallow (Fig. 6; Fig. 13 section 1901). The fill produced late Iron Age/early Roman
pottery and animal bones. 

Trench 20

3.2.45 Trench 20 was located south of  Trench 19 on a WNW-ESE alignment,  and had an
average depth of 0.4m. It was located to investigate a ditch and a pit evident on the
geophysical survey. The trench instead identified a large re-cut ditch, 2008, into which
ran a much narrower ditch, 2003, and also the terminus of another ditch 2005 (Fig. 6).
All of the ditches were investigated by hand-excavation. 

3.2.46 Ditch 2005 was steep-sided and flat-bottomed (Fig. 13 section 2002), and contained
pottery of  earlier 2nd century AD  date. Ditch 2003 was very shallow at its terminal (Fig.
13 section 2001) and produced no finds, nor was the relationship between 2003 and
2008 clear from the exposed surface.  The broad ditch into which 2003 ran proved to
consist of two parallel ditches 2008 and 2010 (Fig. 13 section 2003). Ditch 2008 lies to
the east of 2010, and is much wider.  It  was not clear from the section which of the
ditches was the later, but the pottery from ditch 2008 was late Iron Age/early Roman,
while that from ditch 2010 was early 2nd century AD.  

Trench 21

3.2.47 Trench 21 was located south-west of Trench 20 and south-east of Trench 16. It was
dug on a north-east - south-west alignment and had an average depth of 0.42m. The
trench was located to investigate a ditch and two pits visible on the geophysical survey.
The trench identified two ditches (2113 and 2111), a gully 2109, a brick structure 2117
(in construction cut 2119)  and four graves (2104, 2105, 2106 and 2107; Fig. 6). 

3.2.48 The graves were all aligned north-west - south-east, and human bones were partially
exposed in grave 2105 indicating that the head of the skeleton in this grave was at the
south-east end. The exposed bones were reburied and left in situ. 

3.2.49 Gully 2109 was hand-excavated but proved to be very shallow (Fig. 13 section 2101),
and no finds were recovered. Ditch 2111, which ran along the edge of the trench before
turning and being cut by ditch 2113, was also shallow, and only produced animal bone.
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In contrast ditch 2113 (Fig. 14 section 2104; Plate 5) was unusually large, being 1.65m
deep and 3.7m wide, and the fills contained pottery and tile of early Roman date. Its
bottom fill, 2118, was a waterlogged loose, black and dark grey silt, so it was sampled
for environmental remains (sample <1>), providing a rich assemblage of charred plant
remains from crop-processing (see Appendix C.4 below). 

3.2.50 Part  of  a  rounded  brick  and  tile  structure  2117 (Plate  4),  in  construction  cut  2119,
covered by a layer of Roman rubble 2108 was exposed extending from the north-west
edge of the trench (Fig. 6; Fig. 13 sections 2102-3).  In all 1.1m by 1.1m of structure
2117 lay within the trench, and the curving plan of the exposed masonry suggests that
this might be a Roman well. 

Trench 22 

3.2.51 Trench 22 was located in the south of the eastern paddocks, south-west of Trench 21
and east of Trench 17. It was laid out on a north-east - south-west alignment, and had
an average depth of 0.7m. The trench was located to investigate three potential ditches
and a pit. Instead one ditch (2204) was identified at the north-east end of the trench,
and south-west of this the bulk of the trench (24.5m) exposed a fill similar to layer 1716
encountered in Trench 17, filling a hollow 2207 (Plate 3). 

3.2.52 By agreement with Richard Oram of OCAS a machine-dug sondage was excavated
midway along the trench through the hollow fill, 2208, to determine the depth of natural
below this, and recovered Roman tile and an iron padlock key. The hollow fill proved to
be 1m deep, so was not further investigated. Ditch 2204 was excavated by hand and
proved to be steep-sided and flat-bottomed, and it is apparent from the section that it
was cut through layer 2203, which had been removed by machine as subsoil (Fig. 14
section 2201). The ditch fills contained Roman pottery of 2nd century or later date, tile
and nails. 

3.3   Finds summary
3.3.1 The vast  majority of  the  finds are of  Roman date,  with a preponderance of  pottery

assemblages of early Roman (1st century) date, but there is also some early 2nd century,
late 2nd or later, and late  Roman (later 3 rd and 4th century) material. The early pottery
includes Terra Nigra and a number of fineware butt-beakers, which are not usual on
rural  sites in Oxfordshire,  but which nonetheless indicate that the settlement was of
some status at this time. 

3.3.2 Roman tile has come from a variety of contexts, and includes box flue tile fragments as
well as roof tile and bricks. A shaped flint block suggests that flint was also being used
in masonry construction. Other than nails, which include one hobnail,  there is also a
padlock and a brooch. Stone finds are few, but include several possible roof slates and
a quernstone. 

3.3.3 An iron knife from one of the graves in Trench 18 is of middle Saxon date. 

3.3.4 There is also a scatter of struck flint, including a small group of material from a single
core of Mesolithic or early Neolithic date. 
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4  DISCUSSION

4.1   Reliability of field investigations
4.1.1 The evaluation was undertaken during fair weather conditions, with almost no rain. The

features were easy to identify once the undisturbed geologies were reached, and no
trenches suffered from flooding. Lines and patches of sandy silt in the sand and gravel
natural initially suggested that there were additional features of early date, but after a
number were tested by hand they were revealed to be bands or pockets in the surface
of the undulating natural. 

4.1.2 In several trenches features appeared above the level of the clean natural, most clearly
in the case of  the chalk-lined pits in Trench 7.  It  is  probable that the chalk ‘wall’ in
Trench  12 is  in  fact  a  foundation  due to  the lack  of  bonding or  of  dressing  of  the
material,  again  indicating  the  survival  of  features  above  the  level  of  the  natural.  It
therefore seems likely that in some parts of the site the upper part of the natural has
been  mixed  with  the  overlying  dark  subsoil  by  worm-action,  making  it  difficult  to
distinguish  archaeological  features  at  this  level.  The  tops  of  some  features  may
therefore have been truncated by machine during the evaluation, and elsewhere are
deeper and better-preserved.

4.2   Interpretation
4.2.1 The  geophysical  survey  suggests  two  phases  of  enclosure,  a  large  curvilinear

enclosure and a series of rectilinear enclosures. Pottery recovered from both enclosure
systems indicates that they are Roman. 

4.2.2 The  curvilinear  enclosure  ditch  was  seen  in  Trenches  1,  15,  16,  17,  12  and  (less
certainly) 3.  It generally had sloping sides and a flat base, although in Trenches 16 and
12 it was V-profiled, and in Trench 17 the ditch appeared to have been re-cut. Early
Roman pottery was recovered from the ditch in every trench except Trench 3, where
there were no finds. No relationship was identified between this curvilinear ditch and
the rectilinear ditches. 

4.2.3 The  rectilinear  ditches  extending  south-eastwards  from  the  northern  end  of  the
curvilinear enclosure form a distinct north-eastern boundary to the area of enclosures.
This boundary was only excavated in Trench 21. It also contained early Roman pottery,
but the presence of tile may indicate that this ditch was slightly later than the curvilinear
enclosure. The layout of the rectilinear ditches inside the curvilinear enclosure, some of
which  would  have  formed  odd-shapes  if  they  were  contemporary  with  it,  certainly
suggests that it superseded the original enclosure in parts, but the dating evidence from
the evaluation indicates that the majority of the features within the enclosed area are
also of late Iron Age/early Roman date, whether pits or rectilinear ditches. 

4.2.4 The geophysical  survey suggests  that  the  rectilinear  enclosures  extend  beyond the
south-east  and south-west  limits  of  the site,  but  that  the enclosures did not  extend
further to the north-west. There was clearly external Roman activity outside the main
enclosure boundaries on the north-east, as the features in Trenches 1, 13, 19 and 20
show, and a similar zone of peripheral activity on the north is probably represented by
the large pits found beyond the ditch found in Trench 3.  

4.2.5 There is a focus of 2nd century activity on the south-eastern edge of the site, both within
the enclosed area and beyond it  to the north. Other features of middle Roman date
were identified just outside the curvilinear enclosure on the north-east, and at the north-
west  corner,  and together they perhaps suggest  peripheral extension of  the area of
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Roman  settlement.  Late  Roman  activity,  in  contrast,  appears  to  have  been
concentrated in the south-western corner of the site. 

4.2.6 The Roman ceramic building material (CBM) was concentrated in the areas of Middle
and Late Roman activity suggested by the pottery.  Trenches 21 and 12, both within
these areas, contained evidence of brick or masonry structures. The chalk foundation in
the side  of  Trench 12  indicates  a  building  of  some sort  to  the  north-west,  and the
probable  well  in  Trench  21  included  reused  roofing  tile,  also  suggesting  a  Roman
building.   The  tile  might  have  derived  from  another  site  in  the  vicinity,  as  Roman
settlement is known to the north-east and north under Benson, but the chalk foundation
suggests at least one Roman building on the site itself.

4.2.7 The evidence of the early Roman pottery, which includes sherds of Terra Nigra and of a
number of fineware beakers, indicates that in this period the site had contacts beyond
those of many rural settlements, and the evidence for a masonry building suggests that
it remained a site of some status later in the Roman period.

4.2.8 The environmental evidence indicates a mixture of arable and pastoral agriculture, and
also suggests some zoning of activities in the settlement, with an emphasis on crop-
processing  in  the  north-east  and  east  parts  of  the  settlement.  The  quality  of
preservation of charred plant remains is unusually good. Another industrial activity may
be indicated by the fuel ash slag found in Trench 5. In the later Roman period, the
concentration of stone-lined pits in Trench 7 may relate to a different industrial process
on the limits of the late Roman settlement focus.

4.2.9 Human burials were identified in three separate locations in the north-east of the site, in
Trenches 15,  18 and 21,  and a further burial  was identified in the top of  a ditch in
Trench 12 to the south, which had no obvious grave cut and was buried in a flexed or
crouched position. There were no grave goods accompanying the burial, but finds were
recovered from the ditch containing the burial. The poor survival of the bones makes it
difficult to say whether the burial was crouched or flexed; crouched burials are mostly
prehistoric, although a number of 1st and 2nd century Roman examples have been found
recently from the region (Allen et al. 2016). Flexed burials occur in a number of periods,
but the placing of Roman burials in ditches is common in the later Roman period in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding region, for example at Roughground Farm, Lechlade,
Gloucestershire (Allen et al. 1993). 

4.2.10 The other burials were all  in grave cuts, the bodies laid flat  on a variety of different
alignments. Only a single burial was found in Trench 15, and this may have been an
isolated burial  towards  the periphery of  the  settlement  area,  as is  common in  later
Roman sites. 

4.2.11 Groups of burials in close proximity were exposed in Trenches 18 and 21 (respectively
8 and 3), making these cemetery groups.  Dating is only available for those in Trench
18, where skeleton 1805 in grave 1804 was accompanied by an iron knife suggestive of
a Saxon date. A femur from this skeleton was submitted for radiocarbon dating at Beta
Analytic,  and  returned  a  date  range  of  650-760  cal  AD  at  95%  confidence  (Beta-
443756; 1340±30 BP). The range at 68% confidence was 650-675 (see Appendix C.5),
placing this grave, and by implication the cemetery group, at the transition from the
early  to  middle  Saxon period.  The orientation  of  this  cemetery group (north-east  to
south-west,  with heads to the south-west,  is  not  east-west,  the orientation that later
became universal for Christian burials. In the context of the documentary evidence for
the  royal  vill  at  Benson  in  the  middle  and  late  Saxon  periods,  and  the  settlement
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evidence on the other site of St Helen’s Avenue (Pine and Ford 1999), a cemetery of
this date is not surprising.  

4.2.12 The absence of  burials  in  Trenches 19 and 20,  and the different  orientation  of  the
graves (north-west to south-east, with heads to the south-east) strongly suggests that
the group in Trench 21 are a separate group from those in Trench 18. This cemetery is
more likely to belong to the adjacent settlement, and to be of Roman date. 

4.2.13 Prehistoric finds were few, and most of the struck flints that were recovered came from
sieving of the environmental samples. Few of these were diagnostic of date, but a later
Mesolithic or early Neolithic component is clear, plus a single tool of Neolithic or early
Bronze Age date. 

4.2.14 The  struck  flints  were  scattered  across  the  site.  The  only  association  of  potential
interest is that of a group of fairly fresh flakes from a single nodule found in the ditch of
a small a curvilinear enclosure in Trench 6. The fills of this ditch were slightly different
to those of the Roman features, and no other finds were recovered from the excavated
section, raising the possibility that this enclosure was also of Neolithic date, although it
is equally possible that the flints are residual in a later feature. 

4.2.15 The site contained a number of features that produced no datable material. Most of
these features had fills very similar to those of the Roman features close by, and it is
likely that these too are of Roman date. 

4.2.16 Very few post-medieval or modern features were found in the evaluation, bearing out
the general impression that,  other than truncation by agriculture, preservation of the
archaeological evidence across the site is good. 

4.3   Review of evaluation aims and objectives
4.3.1 Aim 1.  The evaluation has demonstrated that  archaeological  features extend further

than the limits of the geophysical survey in the north-eastern part of the site, where a
cemetery of middle Saxon date has been discovered. 

4.3.2 Aim 2. The evaluation has demonstrated that the majority of archaeological features
are of Roman date. Some element of late Iron Age activity may be included in the 1 st

century AD pottery,  much of which is very difficult  to date either side of the Roman
conquest.  There is also a scatter of prehistoric flintwork, including definite activity of
either late Mesolithic or early Neolithic date, and a Saxon cemetery of later 7 th/early 8th

century date. A few post-medieval/modern features were also found.  

4.3.3 Aim 3. The archaeological remains have been shown generally to be in a good state of
preservation, with not only pits and ditches but postholes surviving in several parts of
the site.  There  is  also  one surviving wall  foundation.  The burials  are  not,  however,
particularly  well-preserved,  human  bone  being  evident  immediately  below  the
ploughsoil, particularly in Trenches 18 and 12. 

4.3.4 Aim 4. There have generally been more archaeological features than indicated by the
geophysical  survey,  and  the  remains  are  dense  in  a  number  of  the  trenches,  with
intercutting features. Evidence of vertical stratigraphy is slight, except perhaps for the
Roman features found below the ‘hollow’ in Trench 17 and Trench 21. 

4.3.5 Aim 5.The only associations of the remains with the historic landscape is indirect, and
concerns  the  relationship  of  the  Saxon  cemetery  discovered  to  the  royal  vill
documented at Benson in the Middle Saxon period. The existing church at Benson lies
some 350m to the north of the site, but it is not known whether this is the location of the
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first church or chapel associated with the royal vill, and the location of the centre of the
royal vill is not known for certain.  

4.3.6 Aim 6. Animal bone is fairly well-preserved, and charred plant remains are particularly
well-preserved, providing an important assemblage relating to crop-processing. 

4.3.7 Aim 7. The finds include fineware pottery of the early Roman period, some of types
evident  from  other  sites  of  status  in  Oxfordshire,  others  imported,  indicating  the
potential  for  establishing the links of  the settlement  to the wider  Roman world.  The
quernstone is from East Sussex, and the roofing stones probably from the Cotswolds,
evidence of the contacts of the settlement in the wider region.  

4.3.8 Aim 8.  The range of  finds comprises struck flints,  pottery,  a brooch,  a padlock key,
hobnails and nails, a quernstone and a variety of building materials: tile, stone slates,
chalk, flint and stone blocks and daub. The quantity of pottery and CBM is likely to be
substantial.  Given the relatively  small  sample  of  the site  examined,  the  absence of
coins or other types of artefact is not significant.  

4.3.9 Aims 9 – 10. Both the large curvilinear enclosure ditch and the rectilinear enclosures
have been shown to be Roman in date, the former late Iron Age/early Roman, the latter
comprising elements of  early Roman, middle and late Roman date.  No stratigraphic
phasing was established between the two systems.

4.3.10 Aim  11.  The  date  of  the  small  curvilinear  enclosure  ditch  in  Trench  6  was  not
established with certainty.  The only dating evidence recovered was a small group of
Mesolithic or early Neolithic struck flint, but this may be residual.

4.3.11 Aim 12. Trenches 17 and 22 located a large backfilled hollow of unknown purpose and
origin,  overlying  a  number  of  Roman  features  including  ditches.  This  large  hollow
appears to be the geophysical anomaly tentatively interpreted as an earlier prehistoric
enclosure. No earlier prehistoric enclosure is present in this location.

4.3.12 Aims 13 – 14. All the pits and ditches excavated on site either yielded Roman finds or
were undated. The excavated sample of pits included examples from the early, middle
and  late  Roman  period,  some  types,  such  as  the  stone-lined  group  in  Trench  7,
appearing to be a later Roman type. None of the investigated discrete features proved
to be SFBs of early medieval date. 

4.3.13 Aim 15: The north-east corner of the site was shown to contain a single small Roman
pit (Trench 19) and a Saxon cemetery of at least 8 burials (Trench 18). There was no
significant depth of soil cover in this part of the site, and the detection of the graves in
the geophysical survey was probably hindered by the similarity between the grave fills
and the natural (the graves having been backfilled with the excavated natural).  

4.3.14 Aim 16.  Two very shallow parallel linear features were identified at a high level at the
north end of Trench 9, but were too close together to represent medieval ridge-and-
furrow cultivation.  Other  than the ploughsoil  overlying  all  of  the  features,  no visible
signs of medieval/early post medieval cultivation were identified within the trenches. 
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APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1

General description Orientation N-S

Trench 1 consisted of  topsoil  and subsoil  overlaying a natural  of
gravel. Four ditches cross the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.8

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

101 Layer - - 0.4 Topsoil, dark grey silt. - -

102 Layer - - 0.45
Subsoil,  dark  grey  sandy
silt.

- -

103 Layer - - -
Natural,  grey  flint  gravel,
with mottled red brown.

- -

104 Ditch 3.1 0.48 0.38

A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch  with  steep
sides  and  a  rounded
base.

- -

105
Fill  of
104

3.1 0.48 0.38
A friable, light grey brown
silt,  with  rare  flint  gravel
inclusions. 

- -

106 Ditch 3.1 1.16 0.47

A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch  with  steep
sides  and  a  rounded
base. 

- -

107
Fill  of
106

3.1 1.16 0.47
A friable, light grey brown
sandy  silt,  with  common
flint gravel. 

Pottery/Animal bone
1-2C
Roman

108 Ditch 3.37 0.7 0.98

A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch  with
moderately  sloping  sides
and a flat base. 

- -

109
Fill  of
108

3.37 0.7 0.1

A  friable,  dark  brownish
grey silt, with sub angular
stone  inclusions.  Upper
fill. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

110
Fill  of
108

1.25 - 0.15
A compact, brownish grey
silt,  with  frequent  sub
angular stones. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Burnt
Flint/CBM/Fired Clay

50-80AD
Roman

111
Fill  of
108

1.2 - 0.1

A compact,  orangey dark
brown  silty  sand,  with
infrequent  sub  angular
stones. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

112 Ditch 1.06 - 0.45 A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch.  Uneven

- -
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south-west  edge,  a
moderately  sloping  north-
east  side  and  a  concave
base. 

113
Fill  of
112

0.82 - 0.27

A firm, dark greyish brown
with reddy brown patches
and  mottling  silty  stony
sand.  Medium  to  large
limestone  and  flint
inclusions. 

- -

114
Fill  of
112

0.9 - 0.2

A friable,   greyish  brown
slightly  sandy  silt,  with
occasional  limestone  and
flints. 

Pottery/ Animal Bone/
Struck flint/ Burnt 
Flint (sieved)/
Fired clay (sieved)

Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

115
Fill  of
of 108

1.83 0.7 0.69
A friable,   brownish  grey
silty sand, with occasional
sub angular stones. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

116
Fill  of
108

3.36 0.7 0.35
A  friable,  brownish  grey
sandy silt, with occasional
sub angular stones.  

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

117
Fill  of
108

0.96 - 0.1

A  compact,  orangey
brown sandy silt, with very
occasional  small  sub
angular stone. 

- -

118
Fill  of
108

0.5 - 0.47
A friable, brownish orange
sandy silt, with occasional
sub angular stones. 

- -

119
Fill  of
108

1.28 - 0.64

A  compact,  light  to
medium  brownish  grey
silty sand, with occasional
small  sub  angular
stones/gravel.

- -

Trench 2

General description Orientation N-S

Trench 2 consisted of  topsoil  and subsoil  overlaying a natural  of
gravel. Two ditches cross the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 1.05

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

201 Layer - - 0.45
Topsoil. Dark grey silt with
moderate flinty gravel.

- -

202 Layer - - 0.6
Subsoil.  Dark grey clayey
silt with rare flints.

- -

203 Layer - - - Natural.  Flint  gravel,  with - -
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dark  grey  and  orangey
brown silt. 

204 Ditch 1.36 2 0.38
A  north-east  south-west
running  ditch,  with  steep
sides and a flat base.

- -

205
Fill  of
204

1.36 2 0.38
A  friable,  dark  brownish
grey  sandy  clay  with
common flint gravel. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Tile

50-80AD
Roman

206 Pit? 2 2.9 -
Unexcavated feature, pit 
or intercutting features.

- -

Trench 3

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench 3 consisted of  topsoil  and subsoil  overlaying a natural  of
gravel and brick-earth. It contains 5 pits and one ditch. One of the
pits was associated with 2 postholes.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th 
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

301 Layer - - 0.35
Topsoil. Dark greyish 
brown silty sand.

- -

302 Layer - - 0.15
Subsoil. Brick-earth with 
large flint cobbles.

- -

303 Layer - - -
Natural. Medium to light 
brown brick-earth with 
much gravel.

- -

304
Posthol
e

0.6 0.52 0.28
A semi-circular posthole 
with vertical sides and a 
flat base. 

- -

305
Fill of 
304

0.6 0.52 0.28
A firm, dark grey with 
brown mottling, flint gravel
and silty sand. 

- -

306
Posthol
e

0.6 - 0.4
A semi-circular posthole 
with vertical sides and a 
flat base. 

- -

307
Fill of 
306

0.6 - 0.4
A firm, dark grey with 
brown mottling flint gravel,
with silty sand patches. 

- -

308 Pit 2.3 1.5 0.55
A circular pit, with vertical 
sides. Not bottomed due 
to depth. 

- -

309
Fill of 
308

2.3 1.5 0.55
A firm, dark yellowish 
brown sandy silt, with flint 
and pebble inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD 
Roman
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310 Pit 1.55 0.9 -
Unexcavated oval shaped
pit at north-east end of 
trench.

- -

311
Fill of 
310

1.55 0.9 - Fill of unexcavated pit. Animal Bone/Pottery
50-80AD 
Roman

312 Pit 1 1.55 -
Unexcavated circular pit 
in the north-east half of 
the trench. 

- -

313
Fill of 
312

1 1.55 -
A firm, dark greyish brown
sandy silt, with frequent 
flint pebble inclusions. 

Animal Bone -

314 Pit 1.25 1.4 -
Unexcavated oval shaped
pit in the north-east half of
the trench.

- -

315
Fill of 
314

1.25 1.4 - Fill of unexcavated pit. - -

316 Ditch 5.5 1 0.25

A north south running 
ditch with moderately 
steep sides and a 
rounded base. 

- -

317
Fill of 
316

5.5 1 0.25
A firm, dark greyish brown
sandy silt, with frequent 
flint pebbles.

- -

318 Pit 1.1 0.5 -
Unexcavated circular pit 
at south-west end of 
trench.

- -

319
Fill of 
318

1.1 0.5 - Fill of unexcavated pit. - -

Trench 4

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. It contained a large ditch at the south-west end, cut by two
pits.  At  the  north-east  end  there  was  a  pit  and  a  number  of
postholes. 

Avg. depth (m) 0.8

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

401 Layer - - 0.3
Topsoil.  A  greyish brown
silty  sand,  with  rare
stones.

- -

402 Layer - - 0.5
Subsoil.  A  dark  orangey
brown  silty  sand,  with
frequent gravel.

- -

403 Layer - - - Natural. A flint gravel with
bands  of  yellowy  brown

- -
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sand.

404 Ditch 4 - 1.3

A  ditch  running  north
south,  with  a  steep  but
stepped north edge and a
concave base. 

- -

405
Fill  of
404

1.3 - 2

A  firm,  dark  grey  brown
clayey  silt  with  sandy
inclusions.  Sample  5
taken. 

Pottery  and  (from
sieving)  Animal
Bone  /Burnt  Flint
/Struck flints (2) 

Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

406 Ditch 4 - 1.3 Same as 404. - -

407
Fill  of
406

1.3 - 0.3
A loose, light grey gravel,
with grey silt between the
gravel. 

- -

408 Pit 0.9 0.9 0.53
A  circular  pit  with  steep
sides  and  a  concave
base. Cuts 407.

- -

409
Fill  of
408

0.9 - 0.53
A  firm,  dark  blackish
brown gravel sandy silt. 

- -

410 Pit 1.61 1.8 0.85
A  pit  or  ditch  terminus,
with steeply sloping sides
and a flat base. 

- -

411
Fill  of
410

1.61 1.8 0.85
A firm, dark greyish brown
silt,  with  some  small
stones as inclusions. 

Pottery/ Animal Bone/
Copper  Alloy/  Iron
hobnail  /Animal Bone
(sieving)  /Burnt  Flint
(sieved)

Roman

412
Post-
hole

0.25 0.25 0.2

A  circular  posthole  with
steep  to  near  vertical
sides and a conical base.
One  of  a  group  of
postholes. 

- -

413
Fill  of
412

0.25 0.25 0.2
A firm,  greyish  brown silt
with some rare gravel. 

- -

414
Post-
hole

0.2 0.2 0.1
A  circular  posthole,  with
sloping  sides  and  a
conical base. 

- -

415
Fill  of
413

0.2 0.2 0.1
A firm, dark greyish brown
silt,  with  some  gravel
inclusions. 

- -

416
Post-
hole

0.22 - -
An  unexcavated  circular
posthole, with a dark grey
brown silty fill.

- -

417
Post-
hole

0.25 - -
An  unexcavated  circular
posthole, with a dark grey
brown silty fill.

- -

418
Post-
hole

0.24 - -
An  unexcavated  circular
posthole, with a dark grey
brown silty fill.

- -

419 Pit 0.5 0.25 - Unexcavated  circular  pit - -
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with a firm,  dark blackish
brown gravel sandy silt fill.

Trench 5

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. The trench contained a range of intercutting features across
its length.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

501 Layer - - 0.1
Topsoil. Greyish brown silt
with rare stone inclusions.

- -

502 Layer - - 0.4
Subsoil.  Dark  orangey
brown  silt,  with  frequent
gravel.

- -

503 Layer - - -
Natural.  Banded  orangey
yellow  sands  and  flint
gravel.

- -

504 Ditch 4.7 - 0.9

An  east  west  running
ditch,  with  steep  sloping
sides,  not  bottomed  due
to depth. 

- -

505
Fill  of
504

4.7 - 0.9
A friable, yellowish brown
sandy  silt,  with  sand
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

506 Ditch 2.1 - 0.7

A north-west to south-east
running  ditch,  with  steep
sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. 

- -

507
Fill  of
506

2.1 - 0.7
A friable, yellowish brown
sandy silt.

- -

508 Pit 1.9 - 1
A  circular  pit,  not
bottomed  due  to  depth.
Vertical sides. 

- -

509 Ditch 1.3 - 0.54

A south-east to north-west
running  ditch  truncating
pit  508.  Moderately
sloping  sides  with  a
concave base.

- -

510 Ditch 1 - 0.6
A south-east to north-west
running ditch with sloping
sides and a flat base. 

- -

511 Fill  of
510

1 - 0.6 A  loose,  brownish  grey
sandy  silt  with  gravel

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Flint

Late  Iron
Age/Early
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inclusions. Roman

512
Fill  of
508

- - -

A loose,  medium  to  light
grey ashy silt. Fill entirely
contained  within  pot
(small  find  500).  Sample
8.

Animal  Bone  /Burnt
Flint  /Pottery  /Slag
(all from sieving)

-

513
Fill  of
508

- - -
A  friable,  light  greyish
brown sandy gravel. 

- -

514
Fill  of
508

- - -

A friable, dark grey brown
sandy silt, with occasional
small stones and charcoal
flecks. 

Pottery
50-80AD
Roman

515
Fill  of
508

- - -
A  friable,  light  greyish
brown sandy gravel.

- -

516
Fill  of
509

- - -

A friable, dark grey brown
sandy  silt,  with  frequent
flints  and  occasional
charcoal flecks. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

517
Fill  of
508

- - -
A  friable,  light  greyish
brown sandy gravel.

- -

518
Fill  of
508

- - -
A friable, dark grey brown
sandy silt, with very small
flint stones. 

- -

519
Fill  of
508

- - 0.7

A friable, dark grey brown
sandy  silt,  with
moderately  frequent  sub
angular flints and a dump
of  pottery  towards  the
base. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Animal  Bone
(sieving)

60-100?AD
Roman

520 Ditch 5.5 1.5 -

Unexcavated  feature.
East  west  running  ditch
possible  terminating
within trench. Inter-cutting
a  number  of  other
features. 

- -

521
Fill  of
520

5.5 1.5 -
A compact, greyish brown
silt,  with  some  flints.
Unexcavated.

Pottery/Animal
Bone /Flint

50-80AD
Roman

522 Pit 1.5 0.8 - Unexcavated circular pit. - -

Trench 6

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. It contained two ditches curving towards each other.

Avg. depth (m) 0.4

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts
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Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

601 Layer - - 0.2 Topsoil.  A greyish  brown,
loamy silt  with occasional
flint inclusions.

- -

602 Layer - - 0.2 Subsoil.  A greyish brown,
loamy  silt  with  flint
inclusions 

- -

603 Layer - - - Natural.  Banded  orangey
yellow  sand  and  flint
gravels.

- -

604 Ditch 0.84 2.4 0.49 A curvilinear feature,  with
sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. 

Refitting struck flints 
(7) /Burnt Flint  
(sieving)

?

605
Fill  of
604

0.84 - 0.22 A  friable,  dark  greyish
brown  sandy  silt,  with
occasional flint gravel.

- -

606
Fill  of
604

0.73 - 0.1 A  friable,  dark  greyish
brown  sandy  silt,  with
occasional flints. 

- -

607
Fill  of
604

0.66 - 0.35 A  friable,  dark  greyish
brown  sandy  silt,  with
frequent flint inclusions. 

- -

Trench 7

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. It contained a ditch, some postholes and a number of stone-
lined pits.

Avg. depth (m) 0.68

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

701 Layer - - 0.26
Topsoil.  A  greyish  brown
silt, with flint inclusions.

- -

702 Layer - - 0.42
Subsoil.  A greyish  brown
silt, with flint inclusions.

- -

703 Layer - - -
Natural.  Banded  orangey
yellow  sand,  and  flint
gravels.

- -

704 Ditch 0.9 2 0.3

A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch,  with
moderately  sloping  sides
and a concave base. 

- -

705 Fill  of
704

0.9 2 0.3 A friable, dark grey brown
sandy  silt,  with  frequent

Pottery/Animal Bone 50-100AD
Roman
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sub angular flints.

706 Pit 1.2 1.55 0.4

A sub-rectangular pit, with
steep sloping sides and a
flat base. Contains partial
stone  lining.  1  of  3  such
pits. 

- -

707
Fill  of
706

0.95 - 0.38

A friable, dark grey sandy
silt,  with  moderately
frequent  small  flint
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal
Bones/Tile/Flint

3C?
Roman

708
Fill  of
706

0.5 - 0.26
A  compact,  medium  to
dark brown silty clay, with
frequent small pebbles. 

- -

709
Fill  of
706

0.44 - 0.4

A  chalk  and  flint  nodule
partial  lining  of  the  pits
sides.  Not present all  the
way to the base. 

- -

710
Post-
hole

0.2 0.2 0.28
A circular  post-hope  with
steep sides and a conical
base. 

- -

711
Fill  of
710

0.2 0.2 0.28
A  loose,  dark  brownish
grey  silt  with  no
inclusions.

- -

712 Pit 1 1 -
Unexcavated  stone  lined
circular pit.

- -

713
Fill  of
712

1 1 -
Fill of unexcavated stone-
lined circular pit.

- -

714 Pit 1.1 1.25 -
Unexcavated  stone  lined
circular pit.

- -

715
Fill  of
714

1.1 1.25 -
Fill  of  unexcavated  stone
lined circular pit. 

- -

716 Pit 2 0.85 -
Unexcavated  sub-circular
pit.

- -

717
Fill  of
716

2 0.85 -
Fill  of  unexcavated  sub-
circular pit.

- -

718 Pit 1.5 0.75 - Unexcavated pit. - -

719
Fill  of
718

1.5 0.75 - Fill of unexcavated pit. - -

Trench 8

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. Two ditches cross the trench.

Avg. depth (m) XXXXX

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context Type Width Leng Depth Comment Finds Date
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no (m)
th
(m)

(m)

801 Layer - - 0.2
Topsoil.  A  greyish  brown
silt with flinty inclusions. 

- -

802 Layer - - 0.2
A greyish  brown  silt  with
moderate flint inclusions. 

- -

803 Layer - - -
Banded  orangey  yellow
sand and gravel. 

- -

804 Pit 2.65 2.65 -

Unexcavated  circular  pit.
Top  fill  a  friable,  greyish
brown sandy silt, with flint
and chalk inclusions. 

Pottery  /Animal
Bone  /Burnt  stone/
Iron blade /Tile /Slag/
Flint 

Early
Roman

805 Pit 3.5 3.5 -

Unexcavated  circular  pit.
With  a  friable  greyish
brown sandy silt, flecks of
charcoal, chalk and CBM.

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

806 Pit 1.85 0.35 -

Unexcavated  circular  pit.
Top fill a friable, dark grey
brown  sandy  silt,  with
flecks of charcoal,  animal
bone and chalk.

- -

807
Post-
hole

0.52 0.45 0.13
A sub-circular feature with
steep  sides  and  a  gently
rounded base. 

- -

808
Fill  of
807

0.52 0.45 0.13

Loose,  dark  reddish
brown  sandy  silt,  with
frequent flint  cobbles and
pebbles. 

- -

809
Post-
hole

0.58 0.45 0.14

A  sub-circular  feature,
with  moderately  steep
sides  and  a  rounded
base. 

- -

810
Fill  of
809

0.58 0.45 0.14
Loose,  dark  reddish
brown  sandy  silt,  with
frequent cobbles and flint.

- -

811 Layer 1.22 - 0.28
A  loose,  greyish  brown
sandy  silt,  with  flint  and
gravel inclusions. 

- -

812
Fill  of
816

1.02 - 0.36
A friable, dark grey brown
sandy silt, with occasional
flint inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal
Bones/Iron nail

2C+
Roman

813
Fill  of
816

0.58 - 0.06
A  friable,  greyish  brown
sandy silt, with flint gravel
inclusions. 

- -

814 Ditch 0.8 2.3 0.6

A ditch running north-east
south-west,  with  steep
sides  and  a  concave
base. 

- -

815 Fill  of 0.8 - 0.6 A friable, dark grey brown Pottery/Animal 2C?
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814
sandy  silt  with  both  flint
stones  and  gravel
inclusions. 

Bone/Metal/Tile Roman

816 Ditch 1.02 - 0.4

A ditch running north-east
south-west,  with  steep
sides  and  a  flat  base.
Cuts ditch 814.

- -

Trench 9

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlaying an alluvial layer
atop a natural of gravel. Two ditches and a gully cross the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.94

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

901 Layer - - 0.34
Topsoil.  A  dark  greyish
brown  silt,  with  flint
inclusions.

- -

902 Layer - - 0.26
Subsoil.  A greyish  brown
silt, with flint inclusions.

- -

903 Layer - - -
Natural.  A  banded
orangey  yellow sand  and
flint gravel.

- -

904 Ditch 0.85 - 0.21

Ditch running north-east 
south-west, with 
moderately sloping sides 
and a concave base.

- -

905
Fill  of
904

0.85 - 0.21

A  loose,  greyish  brown
sandy  silt,  infrequent
charcoal  flecks  and
frequent gravel.

Pottery/Animal  Bones
(sieving)/Burnt  Flint
(sieving)/Pottery
(sieving)

50_80AD
Roman

906 Layer - - 0.18

Alluvium?  A  compact,
yellowish  brown  clayey
silt,  with  small  chalk
inclusions  and  infrequent
gravel.

- -

907 Gully 2.1 0.5 0.2

Linear  feature  running
north-east  south-west,
with  gently  sloping  sides
and a concave base.

- -

908
Fill  of
907

2.1 0.5 0.2
A firm, dark greyish brown
silt, with flint inclusions.

- -

909 Ditch 1.5 2 -
Unexcavated ditch 
running north-east to 
south-west. 

- -
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Trench 10

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
gravel. The trench contains two ditches and two pits.

Avg. depth (m) 0.66

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1001 Layer - - 0.36
Topsoil. A dark grey brown
silt, with flint inclusions. 

- -

1002 Layer - - 0.5
Ploughsoil.  A  medium  to
dark grey brown silt,  with
flint inclusions.

- -

1003 Layer - - 0.3
Subsoil. A grey brown silt,
with flint inclusions. 

- -

1004 Ditch 2.5 - 0.6
Ditch  running  north-west
to south-east, with sloping
sides and a flat base. 

- -

1005
Fill  of
1004

2.5 - 0.6

A friable,  dark  grey  silty
sand,  with  small  stones
and  charcoal  fleck
inclusions.

Pottery/Animal
bone/Flint/Tile

Late  3-4C
Roman

1006 Pit 1.21 1.21 0.31
A  circular  feature  with
irregular  sides  and  base.
Cuts through 1003.

- -

1007
Fill  of
1006

1 1 0.28
A  firm,  dark  bluey  grey
silt. 

- -

1008
Fill  of
1006

0.44 1.05 0.14
A  firm,  dark  bluey  grey
silt,  with  flint  fleck
inclusions. 

- -

1009 Pit 1 1.5 - Unexcavated pit. - -

1010 Ditch 2 2.75 - Unexcavated ditch. - -

1011 Layer - - -
Natural.  A  dark  grey
brown flint gravel.

- -

Trench 11

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
sandy silt. A number of ditches cross the trench plus one pit.

Avg. depth (m) 0.48

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts
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Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1100 Layer - - 0.28
Topsoil. A dark grey brown
silt, with flint inclusions.

- -

1101 Layer - - 0.2
Subsoil.  Grey  brown  silt,
with flint inclusions. 

- -

1102 Layer - - -
Natural.  A greyish  brown
sandy  silt  with  frequent
gravel and flint inclusions.

- -

1103 Ditch 2.3 1.2 0.34

A  north-east  south-west
running  ditch,  with  steep
sides  and  a  gently
rounded base. 

- -

1104
Fill  of
1103

2.3 1.2 0.34

A firm, dark greyish brown
sandy  silt,  with  frequent
flint  cobbles  and  pebble
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal  Bone/
Cu alloy brooch /Iron
nail /Tile /Flint

50-100AD
Roman

1105 Ditch 2.3 1.15 0.47

A ditch running north-east
south-west,  with  steep
sides and a gently sloping
base. 

- -

1106
Fill  of
1105

2.3 1.15 0.3
A firm, dark reddish brown
silty  sand,  with  flint
cobbles and pebbles. 

Animal Bone/Pottery
50-80AD
Roman

1107 Ditch 2.3 2.05 -
Unexcavated  ditch
running south-west  north-
east.

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

1108 Pit 1.1 - 0.19
A  sub-oval  feature  with
shallow sloping sides and
a concave base. 

- -

1109
Fill  of
1108

1.1 - 0.19
A  loose,  greyish  brown
sandy  silt,  with  frequent
flint and gravel inclusions.

- -

1110
Fill  of
1111

1.55 - -
A  loose,  greyish  brown
sandy  silt,  with  frequent
flint and gravel inclusions.

Pottery
50-80AD
Roman

1111 Ditch 1.55 - -
An  unexcavated  ditch
running  north-east  south-
west.

- -

1112
Fill  of
1105

2.3 1.15 0.16
A firm, dark greyish brown
sandy silt,  with small  flint
pebbles and cobbles. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Tile/Animal
Bone (sieving)

50-80AD
Roman

1113 Ditch 0.65 2.0+ -
Unexcavated  ditch
running  north-east  south-
west into ditch 1107

- -
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Trench 12

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlaying a natural of gravel.
Four ditches and two pits were found in the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.6

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Length
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1200 Layer - - 0.2
Topsoil.  A  loose,  light
brownish  grey  silt,  rare
flint inclusions.

- -

1201 Layer - - 0.4

Subsoil.  A  compact,
darker brownish grey silt,
with  regular  flint  and
chalk inclusions. 

- -

1202 Layer - - -

Natural.  A  loose,  light
greyish  yellow  sandy
gravel, with very frequent
flint inclusions. 

- -

1203 Wall 0.75 - 0.35

Chalk  wall,  seen  in
section.  Blocks  0.13m  x
0.12m.  Truncated  by
machining. 

- -

1204 Ditch 1.8 2 -

Unexcavated  ditch
running north-west south-
east.  Skeleton  1209  in
top of feature. 

- -

1205
Fill  of
1204

1.8 2 -

Unexcavated. A firm, dark
brownish grey sandy silt,
with  frequent  gravel
inclusions. 

- -

1206 Ditch 2.1 0.95 -
A  ditch  running  north-
west  south-east.
Unexcavated. 

- -

1207
Fill  of
1206

2.1 0.95 -
A compact, greyish brown
silt,  with  occasional  flint
inclusions. 

Animal Bone -

1208 Pit 1.5 1 - Unexcavated pit. Iron nail Roman

1209 Skeleton - - -

An adult human skeleton,
in  flexed  or  crouched
position  with  head  at
north-east  end.  Only
lower half of spine, half of
pelvis,  distal  end  of  a
femur, two tibiae and two
fibulae were visible.

- -

1210 Ditch 1.4 - 0.75 A  ditch  feature  running
east  west,  with  steep

- -
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sides and a pointed base.

1211
Fill  of
1210

0.5 - 0.2

A  loose,  yellowish  grey
sandy  gravel,  with
occasional medium sized
pebbles. 

- -

1212
Fill  of
1210

1.4 - 0.6

A  firm,  dark  brownish
grey  sandy  silt,  with
medium  sized  flint
inclusions.

Pottery/Animal
Bone

50-80AD
Roman 

1213 Ditch 1.92 2.4 0.6

A  ditch  feature  running
south-east  north-west,
with  sloping sides  and  a
flat base. 

- -

1214
Fill  of
1213

1.92 2.4 0.6

A  soft,  dark  greyish
brown  clayey  silt,  with
charcoal  flecks  and  flint
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Tile/Oyster
shell/Flint

240-
300(+)AD
Roman

1215 Pit 0.7 0.5 - Unexcavated pit. - -

1216 Pit 0.7 0.75 - Unexcavated pit. - -

Trench 13

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlaying a natural of silty
sand. The trench contained two ditches and one pit.

Avg. depth (m) 0.78

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1301 Layer - - 0.26

Topsoil.  A  friable,  dark
greyish  brown  slightly
sandy silt,  with infrequent
clay inclusions.

- -

1302 Layer - - 0.52

Subsoil. A friable,  reddish
brown  clayey  silt,  with
infrequent  sand
inclusions. 

- -

1303 Layer - - -

Natural.  A  firm,  reddish
brown  silty  sand  with
infrequent  inclusions  of
yellow sand and limestone
flecks. 

- -

1304 Ditch 0.8 18 0.2

An irregular ditch running
north-east  south-west.
With  sloping  sides  and  a
concave base.  

- -
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1305
Fill  of
1304

0.8 - 0.2

A  friable,  dark  greyish
brown  slightly  sandy  silt,
with  common  flint,
limestone and gravel. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Flint core

Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman 

1306 Pit 0.42 0.42 0.2
A sub-circular feature with
steep  sides  and  a
concave base. 

- -

1307
Fill  of
1306

0.42 - 0.2

A  friable,  dark  greyish
brown  slightly  sandy  silt,
with common small stones
and flint. 

- -

1308
Large
pit

3.82 3 2.16
A  large  pit  with  steep
sides  and  a  concave
base. 

- -

1309
Fill  of
1308

3.82 3 1.2

A  soft,  reddish  brown
clayey silt, with flint, CBM
flecks  and  charcoal  fleck
inclusions. 

Pottery  /Animal
Bone  /Burnt  Flint
/Flint tool

1C?
Roman

1310
Fill  of
1308

1.2 - 0.2
A soft, dark greyish black
clayey silt, with both CBM
and charcoal flecks. 

Pottery/Animal Bone Roman

1311
Fill  of
1308

2.3 - 0.4

A  soft  yellowish  brown
clayey silt, with flint gravel
and  charcoal  fleck
inclusions. 

Animal Bone Roman

1312
Fill  of
1308

1.34 - 0.1
A soft, dark greyish black
clayey  silt,  with  charcoal,
clay and flint inclusions. 

Animal  Bone/Chalk
and  (from  sieving)
/Burnt  Flint  /Fired
Clay / Pottery

-

1313
Fill  of
1308

- - 0.54
A  soft,  yellowish  grey
loamy silt,  with inclusions
of molluscs.

Animal Bone/Pottery
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

Trench 14

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk. The trench contained no features.

Avg. depth (m) 0.65

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1401 Layer - - 0.23 Topsoil. Dark brown silt. - -

1402 Layer - - 0.42 Subsoil.  Brown silt. - -

1403 Layer - - -
Natural. Compact yet soft
weathered chalk.

- -
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Trench 15

General description Orientation E-W

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk.  The trench contained three ditches,  two postholes
and a grave.

Avg. depth (m) 0.49

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Length
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1501 Layer - - 0.1 Dark brown silt. - -

1502 Layer - - 0.39 Brown silt. - -

1503 Layer - - -
Compact  but  soft
weathered chalk.

- -

1504 Grave 0.52 0.32 0.18

A  north-south  aligned
grave.  With  steeply
sloping  sides,  unseen
base  as  largely
unexcavated.  Contained
skeleton 1505. 

- -

1505 Skeleton - - -

One  tibia  and  four
metatarsals  revealed
towards  south  end  of
grave.

- -

1506
Fill  of
1504

0.52 0.32 0.18

A friable, dark brown grey
silt,  with  both  flint  and
chalk  inclusions.  Largely
unexcavated.

- -

1507 Ditch 1.03 0.8 0.34

A  north-east  south-west
running  ditch,  with
moderately  sloping sides
and a concave base. 

- -

1508
Fill  of
1507

0.6 - 0.2
A friable,  brownish  grey
silty sand. 

- -

1509
Fill  of
1507

1.03 0.8 0.28
A friable,  dark  brownish
grey silty  sand,  with  sub
angular stone inclusions. 

Pottery
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

1510
Post-
hole

0.36 0.33 0.18
A  circular  feature,  with
steeply sloping sides and
a concave base. 

- -

1511
Fill  of
1510

0.33 0.36 0.18
A friable,  dark  brownish
grey silty  sand,  with  sub
angular stone inclusions. 

- -

1512
Irregular
Feature

0.2 0.21 0.19
An irregular feature, with
steep  sides  and  an
irregular base. 

- -

1513 Fill  of 0.2 0.21 0.19 A friable,  dark  brownish - -
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1510
grey  sandy  silt,  with
infrequent  sub-angular
stones.

1514 Ditch 4.7 - 0.7

A  ditch  running  north
south, edges not seen as
excavated  by  sondage,
but base flat. 

- -

1515
Fill  of
1514

1.8 - 0.22
A  firm,  greyish  brown
clayey  silt  with  chalk
flecks. 

Pottery
1-2C
Roman

1516 Ditch 2.9 - -
A  ditch  feature  running
north-west  south-east.
Unexcavated.

- -

1517
Fill  of
1514

1.7 - 0.1 A firm, off white chalk. - -

1518
Fill  of
1514

1.8 - 0.26
A  firm,  greyish  brown
clayey  silt,  with  chalky
fleck inclusions. 

- -

1519
Fill  of
1514

1.6 - 0.1 A firm, off white chalk. - -

1520
Fill  of
1514

1.8 - 0.24
A  firm,   grey  brown
clayey  silt,  with  chalk
fleck inclusions. 

- -

Trench 16

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk. Three ditches cross the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.3

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1601 Layer - - 0.1 Topsoil. Dark brown silt. - -

1602 Layer - - 0.2 Subsoil. Brown silt. - -

1603 Layer - - -
Natural. Compact yet soft
weathered chalk.

- -

1604 Ditch 1.6 0.5 0.9
A  ditch  running  north
south,  with  sloping  sides
and a pointed base.

- -

1605 Fill 1.06 - 0.36
A  friable,  mottled  brown
and  white  silty  clay,  with
chalk inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

1606 Fill 1.68 - 0.34 A friable, grey brown silty
clay,  with  limestone
fragments  and  chalk

- -

© Oxford Archaeology Page 39 of 72 September 2016



Archaeological Evaluation Report Land off St Helens Avenue, Benson, Oxfordshire v.1

flecks. 

1607 Cut 1 - 0.6
A  north-east  south-west
running ditch, with sloping
sides and a flat base. 

1608 Fill 1 - 0.18
A soft, dark reddish brown
clayey  silt,  with  charcoal
and chalk flecks.

Pottery/Animal Bone 1C Roman

1609 Fill 0.96 - 0.3
A soft, dark reddish brown
clayey silt, with chalk and
charcoal fleck inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

1610 Fill 0.66 - 0.2
A  firm,  greyish  brown
clayey silt, with chalk and
charcoal flecks.

Animal Bone Roman

1611
Ditch
cut

0.55 2.0 -
North-east  to  south-west
aligned  ditch,  parallel  to
1607.

- -

Trench 17

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk. The trench contained a number of linears, several
of which were beneath a layer filling in a hollow.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1701 Layer - - 0.3 Topsoil. A dark brown silt. - -

1702 Layer - - 0.1 Subsoil. A  brown Silt. - -

1703 Layer - - -
A  compact  yet  soft
weathered chalk.

- -

1704 Ditch 1.42 - 0.64
Ditch  running  north-east
south-west,  a  flat  base
and sloping sides. 

- -

1705
Fill  of
1704

1.44 - 0.52
A  soft,  greyish  brown
clayey silt, with both chalk
and charcoal flecks. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-80AD
Roman

1706
Fill  of
1704

1.2 - 0.2
A  soft,  greyish  brown
clayey  silt,  with  charcoal
and CBM flecks.

Pottery/Animal Bone Roman

1707 Ditch 0.94 - 0.4
Ditch  running  north-east
south-west,  with  sloping
sides and a flat base.

- -

1708
Fill  of
1707

0.94 - 0.4
A  soft,  greyish  brown
clayey silt, with both chalk
and sandstone inclusions.

- -
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1709 Ditch? 1.2 0.8 0.2

Terminus  of  a  linear
feature running north-east
to south-west, with gently
sloping  sides  and  a
concave base. 

- -

1710
Fill  of
1709

0.8 1.2 0.2
A  friable,  greyish  brown
sandy  silt,  with  chalk
pieces.

Pottery/Animal Bone
50-100AD
Roman

1711 Ditch 0.8 - 0.45

A  ditch  running  north-
south  with  steep  sides
and  a  sharply  concave
base. 

- -

1712
Fill  of
1711

0.8 - 0.45
A  firm,  dark  grey  brown
clayey  silt,  with  chalk
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Burnt Flint

50-80AD
Roman

1713 Ditch 1.2 1.6 -
An  unexcavated  ditch
running east west. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Burnt Flint

50-100AD
Roman 

1714 Ditch 1.5 2 0.6

A ditch running north-east
south-west,  with  near
vertical  sides  and  a  flat
base. 

- -

1715
Fill  of
1714

1.5 - 0.6
A  firm,  dark  grey  brown
clayey  silt,  with  flint
nodule inclusions. 

Animal Bone /Tile 
/Burnt Flint          
/Flint block         
/CBM (sieving) 
/Pottery (sieving)

Roman

1716 Layer 12 - 1.05
A  firm,  medium  to  dark
brown silty clay, with both
flint and chalk inclusions. 

- -

1717
Fill  of
1711

0.2 - 0.1

A  soft,  yellowish  brown
silt, with both chalk pieces
and  charcoal  fleck
inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal Bone Roman

Trench 18

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of  silty
chalk. The trench was extended both to the north-west and south-east,
and contained eight burials.

Avg. depth (m) 0.5

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Length
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1801 Layer - - 0.3

Topsoil.  A compact,  dark
greyish brown chalky silt,
with  frequent  flint  and
sandstone inclusions. 

- -

1802 Layer - - 0.22 Subsoil.  A very  compact, - -
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dark white silty chalk, with
moderate  flint  and
sandstone pebbles. 

1803
Fill  of
1804

1.76 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles.

Iron knife Saxon

1804 Grave 1.76 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-east  south-west
alignment. 

- -

1805
Skeleton
in 1804

- - -

Skeleton  laid  flat  with
head  at  south-west  end.
Skull, pelvis, two femorae,
two tibiae and two fibulae
all visible. Unexcavated.

Human Bone -

1806 Grave 1.7 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-east  south-west
alignment.

- -

1807
Skeleton
in 1806

- - -

Skeleton  laid  flat  with
head  at  south-west  end.
Pelvis,  two  femorae,  two
tibiae,  one  humerus  and
one  ulna  visible.
Unexcavated. 

- -

1808
Fill  of
1806

1.7 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles.

- -

1809 Grave 0.7 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-east  south-west
alignment.

- -

1810
Skeleton
in 1809

- - -

Head  at  south-west  end.
Skull  and  one  humerus
visible,  heavily  truncated
by machine.

- -

1811
Fill  of
1809

0.7 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles. 

- -

1812 Grave 1.6 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-east  south-west
alignment.

- -

1813
Skeleton
in 1812

- - -

Partially  exposed
skeleton.  Appears  to  be
laid flat. Skull and two ribs
visible. Head at the south-
west end.

- -

1814
Fill  of
1812

1.6 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles. 

- -

1815 Grave 1.9 0.8 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-east  south-west
alignment.

- -
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1816
Skeleton
in 1815

- - -

Head  at  south-west  end,
laid  flat.  Skull,  two
femorae  and  one  tibia
visible.  Heavily  truncated
by  machine.
Unexcavated. 

- -

1817
Fill  of
1815

1.9 0.9 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles. 

- -

1818 Grave 1.6 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
Aligned  north-east  south-
west. 

- -

1819
Skeleton
in 1818

- - -

Laid flat with head at the
south-west end. Only two
femorae  and  one  tibia
exposed.

- -

1820
Fill  of
1818

1.6 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles.

- -

1821 Grave 1.52 0.6 -
Unexcavated grave,  on a
north-east  south-west
alignment.

- -

1822
Skeleton
in 1821

- - -
Head  at  south-west  end.
Only  one  tibia  and  one
humerus exposed.

- -

1823
Fill  of
1821

1.52 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles.

- -

1824 Layer - - -

Natural.  A very  compact,
greyish  white  silty  chalk,
with  moderate  flint  and
sandstone pebbles. 

- -

1825 Grave 1.06 0.6 -
Unexcavated  grave,
aligned  north-west  south-
east.

- -

1826
Skeleton
in 1825

- - -

Orientated  with  head  at
south-west  end.  Only
some  foot  bones
exposed. 

- -

1827
Fill  of
1825

1.06 0.6 -
A very compact, dark grey
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
sandstone pebbles. 

- -

Trench 19

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlaying a natural of silty
chalk. The trench contained a single pit.

Avg. depth (m) 0.32

Width (m) 2
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Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

1901 Layer - - 0.2

Topsoil.  A  dark  grey,
chalky  silt,  with  frequent
flint  and  sandstone
pebbles.

- -

1902 Layer - - 0.12
Subsoil. A dark white silty
chalk,  with  rare  flint  and
sandstone pebbles.

- -

1903 Layer - - -
Natural.  A   white  silty
chalk,  with  rare  flint  and
sandstone pebbles.

- -

1904 Pit 0.8 0.8 0.12
A  circular  feature  with
steep  sides  and  a  flat
base. 

- -

1905
Fill  of
1904

0.8 0.8 0.12

A very compact, dark grey
chalky silt,  with  moderate
flint  and  sandstone
pebbles. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

Trench 20

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk. Three ditches were uncovered in the trench.

Avg. depth (m) 0.4

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

2000 Layer - - 0.24
Topsoil.  A greyish  brown,
silty sand.

- -

2001 Layer - - 0.16
Subsoil.  A  light  greyish
brown, silty sand.

- -

2002 Layer - - - Natural. Weathered chalk. - -

2003 Ditch? 2.5 0.65 0.06

A  linear  feature  running
north-east  south-west.
With shallow sloping sides
and a flat base.

- -

2004
Fill  of
2003

2.5 0.65 0.06

A friable, medium to dark
brownish  grey  clayey
sandy silt, with occasional
fragments  of  natural
weathered chalk.

- -
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2005 Pit 1.3 2 0.35

An  ovoid  feature,  with
steep  sides  that  become
shallow  towards  the  top
and a flat base. 

- -

2006
Fill  of
2005

1.3 - 0.2
A loose,  dark grey brown
sandy  silt,  with  chalk
fragments and stones. 

Pottery/Animal Bone
100-150?
AD Roman

2007
Fill  of
2005

1 - 0.15
A firm, light  grey silt  with
chalk inclusions. 

- -

2008 Ditch 2.5 1.24 0.4
A ditch running north-east
south-west, with a sloping
side and a flat base.

- -

2009
Fill  of
2008

1.24 - 0.4

A  compact,  dark  grey
clayey  silt,  with  very
frequent  chalk  and
cornbrash fragments. 

Pottery
Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman

2010 Ditch 0.98 2.5 0.38

A ditch running north-east
south-west,  with  steep
sides  and  a  concave
base. 

- -

2011
Fill  of
2010

0.98 - 0.38

A  compact,  dark  grey
clayey  silt,  with  very
frequent  chalk  and
cornbrash inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal  Bone/
Iron nail

Late  1-2C
Roman

Trench 21

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
weathered chalk. The trench contained four graves at its northeast
end, three ditches and a Roman structure.

Avg. depth (m) 0.42

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

2101 Layer - - 0.12
Topsoil.  Greyish  brown,
loamy silt, with sandstone
and flint inclusions.

- -

2102 Layer - - 0.3
Subsoil.  Greyish  brown,
clayey silt, with sandstone
and flint inclusions.

- -

2103 Layer - - - Natural. Weathered chalk. - -

2104 Grave 0.84 1.58 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-west  south-east
aligned.

- -

2105 Grave 0.8 1.35 - Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-west  south-east

- -
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aligned.

2106 Grave 0.96 1.28 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-west  south-east
alignment.

- -

2107 Grave 0.66 1.26 -
Unexcavated  grave  cut.
North-west  south-east
alignment.

2108
Layer
overlie
s 2117

3 - 0.4

Layer  of  rubble,  equal
parts  large  flint  nodules
(0.4m  average  size),  red
roof  tiles,  red  bricks,
mortar and stones. 

Tile Roman

2109 Gully 0.4 4 0.7

A  linear  feature  running
north-east  south-west,
with  moderately  sloping
sides  and  a  concave
base. 

- -

2110
Fill  of
2110

0.4 - 0.7
A  compact,  dark  grey
clayey silt,  with  moderate
flint and chalk inclusions. 

- -

2111 Ditch? 1.2 11 0.3

A  linear  feature  running
north  to  south,  then
turning  south-west.  With
gently  sloping  sides  and
an uneven base.

- -

2112
Fill  of
2110

1.2 11 0.3
Very firm, light grey sandy
silt,  with  a  lot  of  chalk
fragment inclusions.

Animal Bone -

2113 Ditch 3.7 2 1.65

A  north-west  south-east
running  ditch.  Near-
vertical  sides,  the
southern  side  stepped
halfway  down.  Concave
base.

- -

2114
Fill  of
2113

1.3 - 1
A firm, greyish brown, silty
clay with chalk inclusions. 

Pottery /Animal 
Bone /Tile /Iron 
nail /Stone

50-80?AD
Roman

2115
Fill  of
2113

1.6 - 0.7
A  very  firm,  dirty  white
chalk,  with  silt  inclusions
between the chalk lumps. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Tile/Flint

Late  Iron
Age/Early
Roman?

2116
Fill  of
2113

3.57 - 1
A firm, greyish brown silty
clay, with chalk inclusions.

Pottery Roman

2117
Structu
re

0.4 0.4 0.14

A red brick structure, with
chalk  lime  mortar
bonding.  Two  courses  of
bricks  visible  forming  a
curve  in  plan.  Bricks
0.23m x 0.1m x 0.06m.

Metal Roman

2118 Fill  of
2113

2 - 0.7 A  loose,  black  to  dark
grey  waterlogged  silty

Tile/Burnt  Flint
(sieving)/Pottery

Roman
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deposit. (sieving)

2119

Constr
uction
cut  for
2117

1.1 1.1 0.3
Rectangular  construction
cut. Partially excavated. 

Metal Roman

Trench 22

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  consisted  of  topsoil  and  subsoil  overlaying  a  natural  of
chalky silt. The trench contained one linear but was predominantly
filled with a layer filling a large hollow. 

Avg. depth (m) 0.7

Width (m) 2

Length (m) 30

Contexts

Context
no

Type
Width
(m)

Leng
th
(m)

Depth
(m)

Comment Finds Date

2201 Layer - - 0.15
Topsoil.  Dark  brown
clayey silt.

- -

2202 Layer - - 0.25

Subsoil.  A  brown  clayey
silt,  with  frequent  chalk,
flint  and  cornbrash
inclusions. 

- -

2203 Layer - - -

Natural. A yellowish white,
chalky  silt,  with  very
frequent  chalk,  flint  and
cornbrash inclusions.

- -

2204 Ditch 1.4 2 0.63

A  south-east  north-west
aligned  ditch.  With  near
vertical  sides  and  an
undulating base. 

- -

2205
Fill  of
2204

1.05 2 0.4

A very compact, very dark
grey clayey silt,  with very
frequent  flint,  chalk  and
cornbrash inclusions. 

Pottery/Animal
Bone/Tile/Metal/Ston
e

2C(+)
Roman

2206
Fill  of
2204

1.16 2 0.56

A very compact, dark grey
clayey silt,  with  moderate
flint,  chalk  and cornbrash
inclusions. 

Iron nails (3) Roman

2207 Hollow 24.5 - 1
Unidentified  very  large
feature  only  partially
exposed in trench. 

- -

2208
Fill  of
2207

24.5 - 1 Very mixed backfill. Padlock key/Tile Roman
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APPENDIX B.  FINDS REPORTS

B.1  Pottery

By Paul Booth

Introduction and methodology

B.1.1  The evaluation produced 540 sherds of late prehistoric and Roman pottery weighing
over  15.7kg.  The  pottery  was  recorded  rapidly  using  codes  from  the  standard  OA
system  for  recording  such  material  (Booth  2014).  Context  groups  were  dated  on
ceramic  criteria,  including  the  evidence  from ceramic  building  material  (see  below).
These dates are summarised in the table below. The assemblage was notable for its
high mean sherd weight (29.2g overall), albeit enhanced by the presence of large parts
of a few vessels. As this might suggest, the material was generally in good condition,
with little indication of surface or edge erosion resulting from repeated redeposition of
sherds. 

Table 1. Context inventory of pottery and ceramic building material by number and weight

Context No. sherds Wt (g) Ceramic date Comment CBM no. CBM wt

107 1 60 1-2C

109 24 492 50-80

110 6 141 50-80

111 6 277 LIR

114 4 67 LIR

115 17 761 50-80

116 25 688 LIR

205 3 42 50-80 Roman CBM intrusive? 1 177

309 92 1144 50-80

311 23 288 50-80

405 1 5 LIR

505 7 369 50-80

511 3 30 LIR

512 1 2350 LIR
Large jar base with central 
punched hole 

514 4 126 50-80

516 32 1504 50-80

519 66 3355 60-100?

521 6 160 50-80

705 6 75 50-100

707 4 123 3C? 1 144

804 4 62 LIR

805 15 153 50-80

812 2 25 2C+

815 17 268 2C? 4 360

905 3 9 50-80?
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1005 11 294 Late 3-4C

1104 12 340 50-100? Sole occurrence of fabric C10 1 225

1106 6 52 50-80

1107 1 34 LIR

1110 1 13 50-80

1112 3 114 50-100

1212 3 17 50-80

1214 8 576 240-300(+) 32 2402

1305 4 36 LIR

1309 1 9 1C?

1313 1 44 LIR

1509 1 13 LIR

1515 1 6 1-2C

1605 3 52 LIR

1608 2 4 1C

1609 2 16 LIR

1705 3 8 50-80?

1710 6 40 50-100

1712 3 20 50-80

1713 19 251 50-100

1715 5 1017

1905 5 50 LIR

2006 27 754 100-150?

2009 7 106 LIR

2011 19 271 Late 1-2C

2108 6 2264

2114 2 5 50-80? 1 268

2115 2 12 LIR? 9 214

2118 2 1165

2205 5 31 2C(+) 19 519

2208 1 36

TOTAL 540 15752 82 8791

Fabrics/wares 

B.1.2  Sherds were assigned to fabric/ware codes in the OA system. A small number of major 
ware groups are defined by the OA system on the basis of significant common 
characteristics. The ware groups can be combined to constitute two main classes of 
material: fine and specialist wares on the one hand, and on the other the rest of the 
coarse wares (cf Booth 2004). The fine and specialist ware groups (identified by the initial
letter of the fabric code) are: samian ware (S); fine wares - colour-coated, lead glazed, 
mica coated etc - (F); amphorae (A); mortaria (M); white wares - other than mortaria - 
(W); and white slipped wares (Q). The remaining ware groups are: ‘Belgic type’ (broadly 
in the sense of Thompson 1982, 4-5), usually grog-tempered, fabrics (E); ‘Romanised’ 
oxidised coarse wares (O); ‘Romanised’ reduced coarse wares (R); black-burnished ware

© Oxford Archaeology Page 49 of 72 September 2016



Archaeological Evaluation Report Land off St Helens Avenue, Benson, Oxfordshire v.1

(B); and calcareous (particularly shell-tempered) wares (C). 

B.1.3  Within these classes there are hierarchically arranged subgroups, usually defined on the 
basis of inclusion type, and individual fabrics/wares are then indicated at a third level of 
precision, both levels of subdivision being expressed by numeric codes. Thus R20 is a 
general code for coarse sandy reduced wares, while R21 is a specific sandy reduced 
Oxford industry product (note that Oxford is used as convenient abbreviation for the major
industry studied by Young (1977), since ‘Oxfordshire’ could refer to other productions in 
the area which are not part of this industry). For the bulk of the present assemblage fabric
identification was at the intermediate level of precision. Much of the material was in 
fabrics the sources of which are unknown or uncertain, and detailed assignment to 
specific fabric codes did not seem to be warranted. This is the case with all of the fabrics 
in the E ware group, which formed a major part of the Benson assemblage. Attribution of 
sherds to ware groups or to individual fabrics was on the basis of macroscopic inspection,
with occasional use of the binocular microscope at x10 or x20 magnification. Oxford 
fabric/ware codes are cross referenced to those of the National Roman pottery fabric 
reference collection (Tomber and Dore 1998) where appropriate. 

B.1.4  The fabrics present are listed below with summary descriptions (and NRFRC codes in 
bold), in the ware group order outlined above (Table 2). 

Code Description No.
sherds

Weight
(g)

No.
rims

A Sand-tempered handmade, Middle Iron Age 3 41

S30 Central Gaulish samian ware (LEZ SA 2) 2 19

F11 Terra Nigra (GAB TN 1) 5 78 1

F51 Oxford colour-coated ware (OXF RS) 3 83 3

M31 Oxford white slipped mortarium (OXF WS) 6 560 1

W10 Fine white wares 7 61 1

W20 Coarse sand-tempered white wares 9 85 3

E20 Fine sand-tempered ‘Belgic type’ wares 19 122 2

E30 Coarse sand-tempered ‘Belgic type’ wares 39 767 4

E40 Shell-tempered ?’Belgic type’ wares 1 13

E60 Flint-tempered ‘Belgic type’ wares 6 41

E80 Grog-tempered ‘Belgic type’ wares (SOB GT) 191 7175 21

E80R As E80, but hard reduced firing 71 3688 6

O10 Fine sand-tempered oxidised wares 4 29

O11 Oxford fine oxidised ware 1 7

O19 Sand-tempered oxidised ‘fine’ wares 18 52 2

O20 Coarse sand-tempered oxidised wares 22 174 4
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O80 Coarse  (usually  grog-tempered)  oxidised
storage jar fabric

7 547 1

R10 Fine sand-tempered reduced wares 2 16

R11 Oxford fine reduced ware (OXF FR) 1 2 1

R19 Sand-tempered reduced ‘fine’ wares 5 22

R20 Coarse sand-tempered reduced wares 70 955 13

R201 Coarse  sand-tempered  reduced  storage  jar
fabric

1 116

R30 Medium sand-tempered reduced wares 3 25 1

R60 Organic-tempered reduced wares 1 9

R90 Coarse  (usually  grog-tempered)  reduced
storage jar fabric

37 766 3

R95 Savernake ware (SAV GT) 3 79 2

C10 Shell-tempered wares 3 220 1

TOTAL 540 15752 70

B.1.5  Three sherds of a fine sand-tempered middle Iron Age fabric occurred in early Roman 
contexts. 

B.1.6  The assemblage is dominated by ‘Belgic type’ wares, which account for 60.6% of sherds 
and 74.9% of the total weight. Sand-tempered fabrics (E20 and E30) formed a significant 
part of this group, but the principal element comprised grog-tempered (E80) fabrics. 
These frequently contained sand and other inclusions in addition to grog. A notable 
component of this group was formed by hard-fired reduced vessels, typically in grog- and 
sand-tempered fabrics (E80R). In terms of fabric these distinctive vessels occupied an 
intermediate position between E80 and R90 groups, but the vessel forms were medium-
sized jars rather than large storage vessels. It is likely that this fabric represents a local 
version of the end of the ‘Belgic’ tradition, becoming more ‘Romanised’ in character. 
There is a parallel development from E30 to R20 wares, the principal distinction being in 
the consistently reduced firing of the latter, and R20 sherds frequently occurred alongside
E wares. The tradition of using coarse sand-tempering seems to have been well 
established locally (and is seen also in W20 white wares) and continued into the 2nd 
century and beyond. 

B.1.7  The range of E wares was supplemented in the early Roman period by fine wares, for the
majority of which a fairly local source is also thought likely (Timby et al. 1997). The 
principal fabrics were O19 and R19, both of which were used mainly for beakers, 
including butt beakers with bossed and ‘rouletted’ decoration. Being typically thin walled, 
these vessels tended to break into small fragments, a characteristic reflected in the very 
low mean sherd weight for fabrics O19 and R19. Fine white ware fabrics (W10) also 
formed part of this production, but this ware group might also include extra-regional 
imports. Several (probably different) butt beakers are indicated by body sherds in fabrics 
such as O19 and R19. In total five butt beakers are represented by rim sherds, one each 
in fabrics W10 and O19, one in the coarser (but possibly still related) fabric O20, and two 
in fine E80 fabrics. Three further beakers of unspecified form in fabrics O19 and O20 (2) 
were also probably early types, while beakers in fabrics R11 and R20 were of 2nd-century
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date. A further component of the early Roman assemblage comprised five sherds of Terra
Nigra, four from a single dish of Camulodunum form 13 with a fragmentary potter’s stamp.

B.1.8  Distinctive elements of the later Roman context groups comprised Oxford colour-coated 
wares, with vessels of Young (1977) types C45 and C47 (2) and the mortarium fabric 
M31, all the sherds in this fabric coming from a single vessel of Young type WC4 in 
context 1214. 

Vessels, use and reuse

B.1.9  Seventy vessels were represented by rim sherds, of which 46 were jars of various kinds. 
Beakers of various forms, partly discussed above, totalled 12 rims, and 10 dishes were 
noted, the remaining vessels being single examples of a bowl and a mortarium. 
Domination of the assemblage by jars is characteristic, although, despite the relatively 
small size of the assemblage, it seems that this domination was less complete than was 
often the case in primarily early Roman assemblages in the region. 

B.1.10  The condition of the pottery means that evidence for use, where present, is quite well 
preserved. Exterior sooting and internal burnt deposits were noted, but were not common.
Reuse of vessels is indicated by a number of modifications. Two jars had been modified 
by knocking a hole in the middle of the base. The example in context 512, a large vessel, 
survived as a complete lower body, while the other example was from context 519 in 
fabric E80R. Also from context 519 was a smaller jar in fabric E30 which had had multiple
post-firing holes drilled the base, a modification which is quite common in this period. 

Discussion

B.1.11  The majority of the pottery can be assigned to the 1st century AD. Ceramic dating of the 
earliest contexts takes two forms: contexts which only contained sherds in E ware fabrics 
were usually assigned to a late Iron Age/early Roman (LIR) date, since the production 
and use of this material spans the period of the Roman conquest, an event not normally 
reflected directly in the pottery of this region. The introduction of the regional fine ware 
tradition (fabrics O19 and R19 etc) is assigned to the early post-conquest period and 
production of these vessels was probably largely if not entirely confined to the pre-Flavian
period. Groups containing these fabrics, and others such as R20, alongside quantities of 
E wares, have mostly been assigned a date range of c AD 50-80 (see Table 1). On the 
whole the groups spot-dated LIR contain relatively small numbers of sherds and the 
absence of fabrics other than E wares may not be significant. Many of these groups might
therefore have been contemporary with those dated AD 50-80. On this basis it is possible 
that the earliest activity on the site is entirely of post-conquest date, but this is not certain. 
Activity post-dating the 1st century AD is reflected by only limited quantities of pottery. 
With the exception of two later 3rd century or later groups containing Oxford wares, such 
activity is indicated more clearly by CBM than by the pottery. 

B.1.12  There is insufficient pottery to allow an independent assessment of the character of late 
Roman activity on the site. For the early Roman phase, however, there are several 
indications that this is not a standard lower status rural settlement. These indicators 
include the presence of reasonable quantities of ‘Abingdon type’ fine wares and the Terra 
Nigra, which is certainly not a typical component of small rural assemblages. Moreover, 
almost 30% of the admittedly small number of vessel rims in 1st-century groups were 
from forms other than jars, which again is a reasonably high figure. In regional terms, 
therefore, the pottery suggests a site of at least moderate status in the early Roman 
period. 

B.1.13  While the assemblage mean sherd weight is undoubtedly boosted by the presence of 
large parts of a few vessels, the generally good condition of much of the pottery is 
notable. Some groups contain material which, if not primary rubbish, has certainly only 
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seen limited redeposition. Such groups suggest that there is good potential for a very 
significant pottery assemblage, particularly of the early Roman period, to be present 
within the site. 

B.2  Ceramic Building Material

By Paul Booth

B.2.1  The ceramic building material was all of Roman date, totalling 82 fragments (8791g).
This material included a single fragment of a soft-fired and coarsely-tempered ‘brick’ of
early Roman type, but the remainder was in a variety of typical sand-tempered fabrics
(not further examined at this stage) and included a range of ceramic building material
forms.  Identified  forms  included  tegulae  (ten  flange  fragments),  imbrices (ten
fragments), box flue (fragments from two separate tiles, in contexts 815 and 2205) and
bricks.  These  last  were  identified  on  the  basis  of  thickness  (no  other  complete
dimensions  were  recorded).  Two  fragments,  from  contexts  1715  and  2115,  were  c
43mm thick; the first  of these was very heavily refired. A further brick fragment from
context 2108, ranging from 27-40mm in thickness, had signs of secondary use in the
form of a hole, roughly 15mm across and 18mm deep, chipped into the surface of the
brick with its centre 35mm from the edge. In addition, it was notable that this piece, and
the other tegula and imbrex fragments from this context, were heavily encrusted with
mortar and had clearly been reused. 

B.2.2  Fragmentary signature marks were noted on two tiles, one certainly and one probably a
tegula, and a possible animal paw print on one.

B.2.3  In  combination,  the building material  suggests the presence of  a substantial  Roman
structure in the vicinity of the present site.

B.3  Fired Clay

By Tim Allen

4.3.15 A single piece of fired clay weighing only 11g was recovered, from deposit 110 in ditch
108 in Trench 1. The ditch contained pottery of early Roman date.

4.3.16 It was in a sandy clay fabric with frequent inclusions of chalk up to 1.5mm across.

4.3.17 The fragment was somewhat abraded and had only one possible surface, which had
the possible impressions of wattles of small diameter at right angles. It was therefore
probably daub.

B.4  Struck Flint

By Michael Donnelly

Introduction

B.4.1  A small  assemblage  of  26  struck  flints,  11  natural  pieces  and  36  burnt  unworked
fragments weighing 226g was recovered from this evaluation (see Table 3 below). The
assemblage was dispersed throughout several trenches but there was a concentration
of fresh flintwork in Trench 6, context 604. The flints are generally in poor condition and
the assemblage contains no fully diagnostic elements. One formal tool was recovered
as was a single fragmentary core. The majority of the assemblage is made up of waste
flakes and fine knapping debris.

B.4.2  Flakes  dominate  the  assemblage  with  13  examples  compared  to  three  bladelets.
Additionally, both retouched pieces and the sole example of a core maintenance piece
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were formed on flakes. In contrast to this, the only core recovered displayed bladelet
removal scars and must be considered to be quite early in date.

B.4.3  The two tools recovered consisted of a side and end scraper and a probable awl. The
awl  has  broken  at  its  distal  end  and  survives  as  a  right-sided  notch  with  ventrally
applied  retouch  down  its  left-hand  side,  strongly  suggesting  an  awl-like  tool.  The
scraper is more of a side denticulate and end scraper combination tool rather than a
pure scraper form. It is quite short and neatly formed on a regular side trimming flake
and,  although  technically  undiagnostic,  the  blank  shape  and  the  quality  of  its
technological attributes suggests a Neolithic or early Bronze Age date.

B.4.4  The single group of note consisted of a small and fresh assemblage of seven pieces,
six of which looked to have been struck from the same core or nodule. The assemblage
contained two bladelets displaying platform edge abrasion and also contained a blade-
like chunk that could be a burin spall. Such an assemblage would usually be seen as
being early in date, either Mesolithic or early Neolithic.  This cluster suggest that the
trench is located in or near to a focus of early prehistoric activity.

B.4.5  A small assemblage of one flake and three chips were recovered in sample <4>, Trench
1, context 114. They represent genuine struck material, slightly worn and most probably
residual, but they are unlikely to have moved far.

B.4.6  A small assemblage of three flakes and two small pieces of burnt unworked flint were
recovered  from  sample  <5>  from  Trench  4,  context  405.  These  pieces  are  all
considerably rolled and are clearly residual in nature but are very probably genuine.

B.4.7  Trench 13 contained two ditches and each yielded some burnt unworked flint alongside
a piece of interest. Ditch 1304 contained the bladelet core fragment while ditch 1308
contained  the  end  scraper/side  denticulate  discussed  above.  This  trench  may  be
located at or near to another potential earlier prehistoric focus. 

B.4.8  One  block  of  flint  weighing  640g  was  recovered  from  context  1715  and  probably
represents construction material of probable Romano-British date.

B.4.9  The flints recovered from the assessment indicate a limited presence in the evaluation
area during earlier prehistory. The bulk of the finds are in moderate to poor condition
and have been recovered from features that indicate that the flints are residual, mostly
as finds in late Iron Age or Romano-British ditches.

B.4.10  Two contexts are the exception to this. Firstly, context 604 represented a ring ditch of
uncertain date and has yielded several fresh flints, struck from the same core. As such
the likelihood that the feature may also be early prehistoric should be considered. The
second context  in  which the flints  are likely  to  be contemporary is  oddly  enough of
Roman date. Context 1715 contained burnt flint fragments and a rectangular block of
flint that most likely represents construction/foundation material for a Roman building.

Table 3. Context inventory of struck and burnt flint

Context type sub-type notes date

110 Burnt unworked 35g

114 Flake inner From sample <4>

114 Sieved chips x 3 From sample <4>

405 Flakes x 3 Inner & 2 x distal trimming Slightly damaged, from sample <5>

405 Burnt unworked 3g, from sample <5>

405 Sieved chip From sample <5>
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411 Flakes x 3 distal  trimming,  side
trimming & preparation

Very heavily rolled, from sample <6>

572 Irregular waste Heavily burnt, from sample <8>

572 Burnt unworked 9 pieces weighing 26g, from sample
<8>

604 Bladelets x 2 Inner & side trimming Both  have  abraded  platforms,  from
sample <7> from same core/nodule

EPH

604 Flakes x 4 2  inner,  preparation  &
side trimming

Three from same core as bladelets,
one inner flake rolled, all from <7>

604 Irregular waste Possible burin spall, if so then early EPH?

707 Core tablet Inner flake Probable core tablet,  quite  small  so
could just be a faceted platform flake

EPH

804 Burnt unworked 1 piece weighing 7g

905 Burnt unworked 2 pieces  weighing  7g,  from sample
<9>

1005 Retouched flake side trimming Distal end snapped off  but probable
awl-like tool, undiagnostic

1104 Flake Misc trimming

1305 Core fragment Bladelets Heavily  burnt  but  clearly  early  core
form

EPH

1305 Burnt unworked 2 pieces weighing 2g

1309 Scraper End & side End  retouch  neat  and  convex,  side
retouch  more  like  heavy
denticulations,  regular  side  trimming
flake

Neo-EBA

1309 Burnt unworked 1 piece weighing 10g

1312 Flake Preparation From sample <2>

1312 Burnt unworked 1  piece  weighing  2g,  from  sample
<2>

1712 Burnt unworked 3 pieces weighing 36g

1713 Burnt unworked 1 piece weighing 18g

1715 Burnt unworked 6 pieces weighing 66g

1715 Burnt unworked 6 pieces weighing 10g, from sample
<3>

1715 Natural Building material Squared  off  block  weighing  640g,
possible building material

RB?

2115 Bladelet Side trimming Soft-hammer struck

2118 Burnt unworked 1  piece  weighing  4g,  from  sample
<1>
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B.5  Stone

By Ruth Shaffrey

Description

B.5.1  Of seven pieces of retained stone, two are unworked and unused (flint and sandstone).
Three others are fragments of limestone slabs between 10mm and 15mmm thick (1
from 2108 weighing c 300 g and 2 from 2205 weighing 231g). The example from 2108
was covered with a coarse mortar, and had been reused in a Roman well. These may
have been Roman roofing stones, although none contains a hole or other diagnostic
features. 

B.5.2  The most noteworthy object is a fragment of rotary quern, probably a lower stone (521)
of Lodsworth Greensand. Lodsworth Greensand was in use in the Upper Thames Valley
from the late Bronze Age but was a particularly common quern material from the late
Iron Age onwards (Shaffrey and Roe 2011). Its thin size (only 22mm) makes an Iron Age
date unlikely and the material indicates that it is most likely to be early Roman in date
(though a later date is not inconceivable). 

B.5.3  A block of clunch-like material was found in context 1715. It  does not have any tool
marks  but  has  been  deliberately  shaped into  a  block.  The width  and  thickness are
similar to those of a modern brick, but the ends are broken so the length is unknown. It
now measures >115 x 114 x 75mm. 

Recommendations

The quern should be retained, the other pieces can be discarded.

B.6  Metal Finds

By Ian Scott

B.6.1  There  are  just  14  metal  objects,  including  eight  nails.  There  are  two  copper  alloy
objects; the rest are iron. The objects come from 10 contexts. The finds have been fully
recorded and the information entered onto an MS Excel spreadsheet.

B.6.2  The  metal  finds  include  eight  finds  (Nos  4-6,  and  9-13)  from ditch  fills,  and  these
comprise. seven nails and a Roman T-shaped brooch of late 1st or early 2nd century
date (No. 6; ditch 1103).  The nails could all  be Roman in date.  Four objects were
recovered from pits and include a hobnail and small piece of copper alloy sheet (Nos 1-
2) from pit 410, and a nail (No. 1) from pit 1208. Pit 804 produced a knife with a thin
blade and thin handle with an unusual decorative terminal (No. 3) which is probably
Roman in date and maybe a surgical lancet or  razor.  Hollow 2207 produced part  of
small barbed spring padlock key (No. 14) again probably Roman in date.  

B.6.3  The final metal object is small knife (No. 8) recovered from grave 1804. The relatively
small size of this knife, its blade of thick triangular section and its flat deep whittle tang
suggest  that  this  was  probably  of  Saxon  date,  and  this  has  been  confirmed  by
radiocarbon dating of the grave (see Scientific Dating report below).  The latter was the
only metal find from the graves that were revealed in the evaluation. 

Context 411 (1) Hobnail, Roman. Fe. Not measured. < 6> 

(2) Small cu alloy sheet fragment. < 6> 
Fill of pit 410
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Context 804 (3) Possible knife with dropped edge and tapered blade of thin section, 
Fe. The tip of the blade is missing. Thin handle, flattened, widened 
and bent down at the outer end and terminating in a small knob. L: 

97mm; Blade W: 23mm. 
Possibly a surgical lancet or a razor. 
Unexcavated pit 804

Context 812 (4) Nail, tapered stem, small flat head Complete. Fe. L: 47mm. 
Fill of ditch 816

Context 1104 (5) Nail with flat oval head and almost complete tapering stem. Fe, L: 
45mm.

(6) Developed T-shaped brooch with Polden Hill spring system. The 
bow tapers and is angular in profile. The brooch was tinned or 
silvered and the upper part of the bow appears to have been 
decorated with small cells filled with enamel. Cu alloy. L: 44mm; W: 
16mm. Sf 1100.
Developed T-shaped brooches often have hinged pins, but some 
have the Polden Hill type spring systems (Bayley and Butcher 2004,
166-68; Mackreth 2011, 100-101, pl 68, nos 2188, 12064). This type
is found in contexts dating to late 1st and first half of the 2nd 
century. 
Fill of ditch 1103

Context 1208 (7) Nail with Manning Type 2 head. Incomplete. Fe. Not measured.
Unexcavated pit 1208

 
Context 1803 (8) Whittle tanged knife with blade of thick triangular section, slightly 

down curved back and straight edge. The tip of the blade is missing.
The tang is quite deep. Fe. L extent: 109mm; blade W: 21mm. Sf 
1801.
The knife looks to be Saxon in form with its thick triangular cross 
section and deep tang of thin section.
Fill of grave 1804

Context 2011 (9) Nail Type 1 with flat near circular head and tapering stem. Fe. L: 
39mm
Fill of ditch 2010

Context 2114 (10) Nail with T-shaped head, encrusted but tapering stem. Probably 
complete. Fe. L: 47mm.
Fill of ditch 2113

Context 2206 (11) Nail, Type 1 with comparatively large thick 
head, incomplete stem. Fe. Not measured.

(12) Nail, Type 1, almost complete. Fe. L c 45mm
(13) Nail with small T-head. Fe. L: 49mm.

One of fills of ditch 2204

Context 2208 (14) Probable barb-spring padlock key incomplete, with tapered flat 
handle with small rolled over loop for suspension at the narrow end. 
The wider end is broken and when complete would have been bent 
at right angles and pierced. Fe. L extant: 91mm; W: 16mm.
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Fill of hollow 2207

B.7  Slag

 by Tim Allen

B.7.1  Small  fragments  of  possible  fuel  ash  slag  were  recovered  in  Trench  5  from
environmental sample <8> in fill 512 of pit 508. The pit is of early Roman date. 

B.7.2  These may indicate an industrial activity being carried out in the vicinity, but the material
would merit more specialist investigation should further excavation of this pit be carried
out.  
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APPENDIX C.  ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

C.1  Human bone

By Lauren McIntyre

C.1.1  A single fragment of human bone from skeleton 1085 was submitted for osteological
analysis and sampling for carbon 14 dating. The fragment comprised the proximal half
of a left femur. Most of the surface of the bone was affected by some degree of erosion
(with the general morphology maintained,  but some of the surface detail  masked by
erosive action), consistent with McKinley's (2004, 16) grade 3. 

C.1.2  The proximal epiphysis of the femur was completely fused, with no traces of the fusion
line visible, indicating that this was probably an adult individual. Although the head of
the femur had suffered some post-depositional damage, the maximum vertical diameter
of  the femoral head would have been in excess of  43mm. This feature alone is not
considered reliable for an estimation of sex: a measurement of >43mm falls above the
usual female range (a diameter of  <43mm is  more indicative of  a female individual,
whereas a diameter of >48mm is indicative of a male individual:  Chamberlain, 1994:
11). No non-metric traits were observed. Marginal osteophytes were observed on the
postero-distal margin of the femoral head.

C.1.3  A fragment of the shaft of the bone, totalling 3.0g, was removed for carbon 14 dating.
The remainder of the bone will be retained until it is possible to reunite it with the rest of
the skeleton.

C.2  Animal Bones

By Ian Smith

Introduction and methodology

C.2.1  An  assemblage  of  animal  bones  including  the  remains  of  cattle  (Bos  taurus),
sheep/goat (Ovis/Capra) and pig (Sus sp) was recovered by hand-collection and from
sieved samples.  A small  number  of  other  remains  are  present  including  some from
horse (Equus sp), dog (Canis familiaris), rodents, birds, and amphibians. The animal
bones were recovered from fills  of various features of Roman date and the majority
were in association with datable pottery. The assemblage comprises one 51x25x28cm
box.  In  total  there  are  approximately  765  hand-collected  fragments  and  340  from
sieving.

C.2.2  Rapid counts were made of numbers of ageable and measurable bones for the main
domesticates in order to assess potential following Baker and Worley (2014). However,
only rapid counts were made of readily identifiable specimens. These counts suggest
approximate  abundance  but  cannot  be  regarded  as  definitive.  References  to  “large
mammal” relate to cattle-sized fragments and “medium mammal” to sheep/goat- or pig-
sized fragments. Sheep/goat has been abbreviated to Sh/gt in tables.

C.2.3  The material is late Iron Age/early Roman and Roman in date, and has been grouped
according to approximate date ranges, which may be refined with further work.

C.2.4  Stratigraphic integrity appears to be good amongst the material according to associated
finds.

C.2.5  The state of preservation is generally good and the bone is in a reasonably robust state.
Root etching is in evidence on some surfaces. 
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C.2.6  The hand-collected material  (Tables 3 and 4) is dominated by the remains of cattle,
sheep/goat and pig, which are the usual main domesticated species for the late Iron
Age and Roman periods. The other species present among the hand-collected bones
(horse and dog) are similarly unremarkable for these periods. 

C.2.7  The sieved material (Tables 5 and 6) includes rodent, bird, amphibian and fish remains.
The rodent remains include at least one vole species (including probable Arvicola sp).
The amphibian remains include probable frog (Rana sp). The bird remains are few and
fragmentary. The fish remains include small numbers of well-preserved elements that
could  be identified  to  species.  The sieved  mammal  bones  include  small  anatomical
parts of domesticates which are under-represented or missing from the hand-collected
material.

C.2.8  Some further sorting would be needed to isolate fish remains, and some further careful
cleaning of sieved material should analysis of the material be undertaken.

C.2.9  The assemblage, although not large, certainly shows that the animal bones from this
site have potential. Preservation is generally good: for example, sheep or goat species
determination will be possible amongst several sheep/goat mandibular tooth rows from
the bones obtained from evaluation. On the basis of the bones gathered in evaluation, it
is likely that further excavation would enable valuable contributions to be possible to an
understanding of proportions of principal stock and to the management of this stock,
which are highlighted areas of research (see Fulford 2014, 179-180).

C.2.10  The presence of  a small  group of  sieved fish remains is  of  interest  in that  they are
generally  very  poorly  represented  in  rural  assemblages  of  this  date  (Locker  2007).
Given that our understanding of food procurement economies is generally woefully poor
except  at  the  general  level  (Allen  2014,  17),  even  such  limited  data  is  valuable
particularly when incorporated into syntheses of multiple sites. 

Table 3: Hand-collected animal bones by phase illustrating numbers of large mammal
and  medium  mammal  fragments  and  numbers  of  tooth  rows  amongst  the  main
domesticates

Hand collected material

Date range
Large mammal 
frags

Medium mammal 
frags

Cattle 
toothrows

Sh/gt 
toothrows

Pig 
toothrows

Sum of Bone frag-
ments

Late Iron Age/Early Ro-
man 69 31 1 96
Late Iron Age/Early Ro-
man? 27 27

50-80AD Roman 72 133 1 4 3 210

50-80?AD Roman 23 1 24

50-100AD Roman 14 6 1 20

60-100?AD Roman 2 2

1C Roman 1 1

1C? Roman 1 1 2

1-2C Roman 17 17

Late 1-2C Roman 87 2 89

100-150?AD Roman 2 3 10

2C? Roman 127 127

2C+ Roman 4

3C? Roman 1 3

240-300(+)AD Roman 41 1 42
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Late 3-4C Roman 2 2

Roman 27 33 2 60

Undated 16 12 28

Grand Total 528 224 2 7 3 764

Table 4: Hand-collected material: fragment totals and counts of loose teeth, numbers of
fusion states and potential measurements by context number and species

Hand collected material

Context Total
cattle
mx

cattle
md

cattle
ends

cattle
meas

sg
 mx

sg 
md

sg 
ends

sg 
meas

pig 
mx

pig 
md

pig 
ends

pig 
meas

107 17 1 1

109 18 1 1 1 1

110 10 1 2 1 1

114 7

115 5 1 1 1

116 13 2 2

205 7

309 65 1 5 3 3 2

311 6

411 24

505 2

511 5

516 3 1 2 1

519 2

521 27 1

579 12 2 1

707 3

804 28 1

805 6 1 1

812 4

815 127 1 1

1005 2

1104 14 1 1

1106 23 1 1 1

1107 28 1

1112 17 1 1 1

1207 6

1212 10 2

1214 42 1

1305 6

1309 2

1312 1

1313 1

1605 5 1

1608 1
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1609 1

1610 2

1705 3

1710 1 1

1712 8 1

1713 5 2

1715 34 1 2

1905 2 2

2006 10 2 1

2011 89 2 2

2112 7

2114 24 1

2115 27 1

2205 2

Total 764 6 9 8 10 5 1 17 9 3 3 5

Key: loose maxillary teeth (mx), loose mandibular teeth (md), fusion data (ends), and
potential measureable specimens (meas)  

Table 5: Sieved bones by sample number and species

Sieved material

Sample No of fragments Cattle Sh/gt Pig Rodent Vole (Arvicola sp) Bird Amphibian Frog (Rana sp) Fish

2 34 2

3 41 1 5 5 1

5 38 1

6 90 1 2 1 1 3

8 79 7 8 1 1

9 12 1 1 1

10 47 3 1 4

Grand Total 341 2 13 10 6 5 2 2 3 8

Table 6: Sieved fragment totals by feature number and date

Sieved material

Date
Fill of 
1105

Fill of 
1308

Fill of 
1714

Fill of 
404

Fill of 
410

Fill of 
508

Fill of 
904 (572) Grand Total

Late Iron Age/Early Roman 38 38

50-80AD Roman 47 12 59

Roman 41 90 131

Undated 34 42 37 113

Grand Total 47 34 41 38 90 42 12 37 341
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C.3  Marine Shell

By Rebecca Nicholson

A single shell, a left valve from the european flat oyster Ostrea edulis L. weighing 32g,
was recovered from context 1214 in Roman ditch 1213. The valve is in good condition,
albeit it root-etched externally. Oyster shells are commonly found on Roman sites and
consequently the find is unremarkable.

C.4  The Charred Plant Remains

By Sharon Cook

Introduction

C.4.1  Ten  bulk  samples  were  taken  from  the  evaluation  at  Land  off  St  Helens  Avenue,
Benson, Oxfordshire in August 2016. Samples <6> and <8> came from pit fills; all other
samples came from ditch fills. Eight of the features contained Roman finds; samples
<8>, <7> and <2> from Trenches 5, 6, and 13, and sample <5> from ditch 405 in Trench
4 were undated,  but  the fills  of  all  of  these were very similar  to those of  the dated
Roman features, and it is likely that all of the material is Roman in date.

C.4.2  While  samples  <1>  (2118)  and  <2>  (1312)  were  both  originally  thought  to  be
waterlogged,  examination  of  the  samples  during  processing  showed  that  no
waterlogged material was present. 

C.4.3  The site consisted of two fields, and the samples from the eastern field (<1>, <2> and
<3>) have a very different character from the majority of the material in the western
field. 

C.4.4  This report provides a general indication of the quantity and diversity of material and
recommendations are made for further work based on a scan of the flots.

Methodology

C.4.5  The samples were processed for charred plant remains (CPR) by water flotation using a
modified Siraf style flotation machine. The flots were collected on a 250µm mesh and
the heavy residue sieved to 500µm; both were dried in a heated room, after which the
residues were sorted by eye for  artefacts.  The dried flots were scanned for  charred
plant  remains using a binocular  microscope at  approximately x10 magnification.   All
flots  of  <50ml  were completely  scanned,  with  smaller  proportions  scanned from the
larger flots (Table 7).  The retrieved artefacts are discussed in the relevant  specialist
reports above. 

Results

C.4.6  The flots ranged in size from 10ml to 500ml and most contained some modern material
consisting mainly of fine plant roots, although in some cases modern seeds and insects
were  also  noted.  Most  flots  contained  well-preserved  charcoal  with  many  samples
containing large amounts of a size suitable for species identification (see Table 7 for
details). 
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Samples 1, 2 and 3 from ditches 2113, 1308 and 1714 on the east of the site

C.4.7  The flots  from the first  three samples  include  abundant  and well-preserved charred
material.  Modern material  such as roots and modern seeds are much rarer in these
samples than in those from features in the western field. All three samples contain an
unusually high amount of grain processing waste including very large quantities of chaff
in remarkably good condition, with rachises, spikelet forks and glume bases all present
in very good condition. Sample <1> (context 2118) includes both charred and silicified
wheat  awns  (1000+), the  latter  indicative  of  high  temperature,  low  oxygen  burning
(Boardman  and  Jones  1990).  Although  grain  is  also  present,  in  many  cases  it  is
clinkered  and  unidentifiable  to  species,  probably  as  a  result  of  high  temperature
burning; the majority of identifiable grain is extremely well preserved. The charred and
silicifed material would appear to be largely composed of spelt wheat (Triticum spelta)
although the quantity of  material  present  means it  is  possible  that  emmer  (Triticum
dicoccum)  is  also  present.  Sample  <1> contains  a  narrower  range  of  material  than
samples <2> and <3>, including only a relatively small quantity of grain and wild seeds,
possibly indicating that this sample is the result of threshing and/or winnowing and early
stage de-husking (van der Veen 1992, 81-90). Charcoal is also well-preserved.

C.4.8  Samples <2> (context 1312) and <3> (context 1715) are both also very chaff-rich. As
sample <1>, they also contain a large range of chaff fragments including rachises and
spikelet  forks  all  in  extremely  good  condition,  and  both  also  contain  some silicified
wheat  awns  although  these  occur  in  a  much  smaller  quantity.  However,  these  two
samples are very rich in grain of a variety of types including barley (Hordeum sp.), oat
(Avena sp.) and oat/brome (Avena/Bromus), although the vast majority of grain again
appears to be wheat (Triticum sp.). Oat awns are present and possible barley rachises
as well as occasional bread wheat (Triticum aestivum) rachises. Sample <2> also has
very  well-preserved  oat  floret  bases  which  identifies  it  as  cultivated  (Avena  sativa)
rather than wild oat (Avena fatua).  Both samples also contain a variety of wild plant
seeds  including  cleavers  (Galium sp.),  various  goosefoots  (Chenopodium sp.),
knotweeds  (Polygonaceae),  and  grass  seeds  (Poaceae).  Sample  <2>  also  includes
poppy (Papaveraceae) seeds in the scanned portion of the sample while sample <3>
contains both charred and modern rushes (Juncus sp.) as well as a large number of
uncharred  elder  seeds  (Sambucus  nigra)  which  are  probably  modern.  These  two
samples may derive from later stage crop processing such as coarse sieving and de-
husking as well as threshing and winnowing (van der Veen 1992, 81-90).

The Western Field Samples

C.4.9  By contrast with the eastern samples, samples <4> - <10> are much smaller in size and
contain a larger proportion of modern material especially roots but also including seeds
and insects. Land snails are present in all of these samples except for sample <7> with
Cecilioides  acicula  being the most  common.  The majority of  the  Cecilioides  acicula
shells observed are transparent indicating that these are modern in date, the other  land
snails  have not been identified at this stage.

C.4.10  Sample  <7>  (604)  contains  very  little  charred  material  in  the  portion  scanned,  the
majority of the volume consisted of modern roots,  and while charcoal is present  the
majority is unsuitable for species identification.

C.4.11  The remainder of these samples all contained a small quantity of grain, in most cases
too badly damaged for species identification.  The majority of identifiable grain would
appear  to  be  wheat  with  samples  <5>,  <6>  and  <9>  all  containing  at  least  one
extremely well-preserved grain within the scanned portion. Small fragments of chaff are
present in samples <4>, <5>, <8> and <9>, however these are occasional small broken
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pieces with sample <8> being the richest with 3 observed fragments. Sample <6> also
contains  occasional  silicified  wheat  awns.  Oat/brome  fragments  are  present  within
samples  <4>,  <6>,  <8> and <9>.  Given the small  quantities  of  this  material  it  may
represent a contaminant growing within the wheat crop.

C.4.12  The most productive samples from this part of the site are samples <5>, <6> and <8>.
These samples contain a wider range of material in better condition and include a range
of  seeds from wild  plants such as goosefoot,  cleavers,  knotweed, wild  grass and at
least two types of legume. Samples <6> and <8> also contain silicified field gromwell
(Lithospermum arvense) in extremely good condition. 

Discussion and conclusion

C.4.13  The samples from the two geographically distinct areas of the site contrast both in the
quantity and quality of plant  remains with the eastern site containing extremely well-
preserved and rich assemblages while the western site contains much less material in
poorer condition. The well-preserved deposits observed appear to represent the waste
material from crop processing before storage, while the high quality of preservation may
be due to disposal very soon after burning with little disturbance in the interim period.
Both suggest a focus of crop-processing in this part of the settlement. 

C.4.14  The condition and relative rarity of material in the western field would seem to indicate
secondary deposition of material that may have travelled from its place of origin during
field manuring or, in the case of the lighter material, have been transported by the wind. 

C.4.15  Charred plant remains are clearly well preserved in all parts of this site and sampling
during  any  further  phases  of  work  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  most  recent
sampling  guidelines  (eg  Oxford  Archaeology  2010  and  English  Heritage  2011)  with
attention being paid to the eastern side of the site for spatial information on deposits.
Any sampling strategies should ensure that as wide a range of contexts are sampled as
possible. 

C.4.16  Samples <1>, <2> and <3> are unusual in both the quantity and quality of charred and 
silicified remains and merit full analysis to identify the full range of material and the 
formation processes involved. In addition samples<5>, <6> and <8> should be 
considered for further assessment work with regard to identification of the intrusive wild 
seeds to give a fuller illustration of site conditions. No further work is recommended on 
samples <4>, <7> or <10>.
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Table 7. Summary of frequency of charred plant remains

Sample
No.

Trench
Number

Context Description
Floated
Vol. (l)

Flot
Size
(ml)

Volume
Scanned

(ml)
Charred

Grain Chaff Legume Seed Fruit/nut
Flot charc.

>4mm frags
Res charc.

>4mm frags

1 21 2118 Ditch 10 500 50 ** *****! * *

2 13 1312 Ditch 26 400 50 **** *****! * *** * ****

3 17 1715 Ditch 35 225 50 **** *****! *** **

4 1 114 Ditch 7 10 10 * *

5 4 405 Ditch 40 60 60 *** * * * *

6 4 411 Pit 40 150 50 *** * * *** ** *

7 6 604 Ditch 40 100 50 *

8 5 512 Pit 30 125 50 *** * * ** *** **

9 9 905 Ditch 40 50 50 ** * *

10 11 1112 Ditch 10 25 25 * *

Key: * 1-10items, ** 11-24 items, *** 25-49 items, **** 50-99 items, ***** 100+ items,  *****! 500+
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C.5  Scientific dating

by Rebecca Nicholson

C.5.1  A radiocarbon age determination was obtained on a sample of human bone (left femur
shaft  fragment)  from skeleton  1805.  The  sample  was  processed  and  measured  by
Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) at the BETA Analytic laboratory in Miami, USA.
The laboratory maintains a programme of quality assurance procedures under ISO/IEC
17025:2005 Testing Accreditation PJLA #59423 accreditation protocols. 

Sample Data Measured Isotopes Results Conventional Radiocarbon Age(*)
Radiocarbon Age o/oo

Beta - 443756 1260 +/- 30 BP   d13C= -20.3 1340 +/- 30 BP
  d15N= +9.9

SAMPLE: BEOSHA16_SK1805
ANALYSIS: AMS-PRIORITY delivery
MATERIAL/PRETREATMENT: (bone collagen): collagen extraction: with alkali
2 SIGMA CALIBRATION : Cal AD 650 to 690 (Cal BP 1300 to 1260) and Cal AD 750 to 760 (Cal BP 1200 to 1190)
Cal AD 750 to 760 (Cal BP 1200 to 1190)

C.5.2  The resulting conventional radiocarbon determination of 1340 +/-30 BP (Beta-443756)
is  quoted  in  accordance  with  the  international  standard  known  as  the  Trondheim
convention (Stuiver and Kra 1986) and has been calibrated to cal AD 650-690 or cal AD
750-760 at  95.4% confidence using the Intcal13 database (Reimer  et al.  2013). The
d13C  measurement  of  -20.3  o/oo  is  within  the  expected  range  for  bone,  providing
confidence in the result. 
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APPENDIX E.  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land off St Helen's Avenue, Benson, Oxfordshire

Site code: BEOSHA16

Grid reference:  NGR 461870, 191280

Type: Evaluation

Date and duration: 18/7/2016 – 12/8/2016

Area of site: 6.4ha

Summary of results: An evaluation comprising 22 trenches 30m long and 2m wide was
carried out on a field and a series of paddocks where geophysical survey had indicated a large
curvilinear enclosure, a series of rectangular enclosures, a small curvilinear enclosure and a
scatter of large and smaller pits. 

Evaluation showed that the soil depth was shallowest on the west  (0.4m) and down the east
side (0.5m), becoming deeper in a band running north-south down the middle, where it reached
over  1m.  The  features  shown  on  the  geophysical  survey  plot  were  of  Roman  or  late  Iron
Age/early Roman date,  with the possibly exception of  the small  curvilinear enclosure, which
produced only struck flints. Most of the excavated features were of early Roman date, with a
focus of  middle Roman activity on the east  and of  late Roman activity on the south.  Early
Roman pits and ditches included fineware pottery suggesting that the site was of higher status
that  most  rural  settlements  of  the  same date  in  Oxfordshire.  Preservation  of  environmental
charred plant remains was particularly good, and indicated a zone of crop-processing in the
north-east  of  the  settlement.  A chalk  foundation  and  a  possible  circular  well  were  found,
together with box flue tile fragments as well as roofing tiles and stone slates, suggesting that a
masonry building exists close by, if not within the site itself. 

As is usual, the evaluation trenches showed that the geophysical survey had not located all of
the buried features. As well as ditches and pits, postholes were also evident in several trenches,
though none in alignments indicating structures. A largely blank area on the survey in the north-
east corner of the site proved to contain a mid-Saxon inhumation cemetery of at least 8 graves.
Further inhumation burials were found in three other Trenches (12, 15 and 21), and although
none was directly dated, they probably represent Roman graves associated with the settlement.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford,
OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with the Oxfordshire County Museum in due course, under the
following accession number: OXCMS:2016.116
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Trench Layout0 50 m
@ A31:1,000
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Figure 3: Trenches 1-50 10 m
@ A31:125
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Figure 4: Trenches 6-100 10 m
@ A31:125
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Figure 5: Trenches 11-13,15-160 10 m
@ A31:125
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Figure 6: Trenches 17, 19-220 10 m
@ A31:125
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Figure 7: Trench 180 10 m@ A31:100
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Figure 8: Sections from trenches 1. 2 and 3

SW                                                                                                             NE
Section 101

NE                                                                                      SW
Section 102

SE                                                                                                                                                                          NW
Section 201

Section 301

Section 302

N                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    S
Section 103

105
107

113

205

202

204

106

104 112

0                                                             1m

1:20

114

109

110

116

115
118

119

117

111

108

308

306

308309 309
307

302

301

S                                                                                                                            N

W                                                                                              E

NW                                                SE

317

316

50.65mOD 50.73mOD

50.79mOD

49.90mOD

49.90mOD

50.10mOD

1:25

0                                                1m



N
:\B

_i
nv

oi
ce

 c
od

es
\B

E
O

S
H

A
E

V
\*

B
E

O
S

H
A

16
*B

en
so

n*
C

A
R

*1
7.

08
.1

6

Figure 9: Sections from trenches 4 and 5
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Figure 10: Sections from trenches 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10
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Figure 11: Sections from trenches 11, 12 and 13
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Figure 12: Sections from trenches 13, 15, 16 and 17
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Figure 13: Sections from trenches 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21
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Figure 14: Sections from trenches 21 and 22
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Plate 1 – Skeleton 1813, looking south-west

Plate 2 – Skeleton 1805, looking south-west
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Plate 3 – Sondage through fill 2208 of hollow 2207, 
looking west

Plate 4 – Potential well 2117, looking north
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Plate 5 – Section 2104, of ditch 2113, looking south-east

Plate 6 – Section 1501, of ditch 1507, looking 
north-east
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Plate 7 – Section 1601, of ditch 1604, looking south

Plate 8 – Section 1701, of ditch 1704, looking south west
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Plate 9 – Section 502, of ditch 508 and pit 509, looking south-east

Plate 10 – Section 503, of ditch 510, looking south-east
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Plate 11 – Section 1201, of wall 1203, looking north-west

Plate 12 – Skeleton 1209, looking south east
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Plate 13  - Section 702, of pit 706, looking north-east
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	1 Introduction
	1.1 Location and scope of work
	1.1.1 The site lies on the south side of Benson, north-west of Preston Crowmarsh, and covers an area of c 6.4 ha. It is bounded on the north by St Helen's Avenue, north of which is housing, and on the south by the A423. To the west are allotments, and to the east there is one further field between the site and RAF Benson.
	1.1.2 Following a desk-based assessment by CgMs (CgMs 2016), geophysical survey was carried out by Stratascan (Stratascan 2016), which showed that one or more phases of archaeological features are present on the site, and together cover most of the area.
	1.1.3 Based upon the interpretation of the geophysical survey provided by Stratascan, a programme of evaluation by trenching was prepared by CgMs to provide additional information upon the impact of the proposed development upon buried archaeological remains, and was agreed with Richard Oram, Planning Archaeologist for Oxfordshire County Archaeological Services (hereafter OCAS). Oxford Archaeology was appointed by CgMs to carry out the evaluation, and this report describes the results of the evaluation.
	1.1.4 All the work was undertaken in accordance with local and national planning policies (DCMS 2015), with the MoRPHE Project Manager's guide (EH 2006), and in accordance with the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, of which OA is a Registered Organisation. The archaeological works were carried out in accordance with the Standards and guidance for archaeological excavation and archiving (CIfA 2014a; CifA 2014b).

	1.2 Geology and topography
	1.2.1 The geology of the area is siltstone and sandstone of the Upper Greensand Formation. Superficial sand and gravel deposits of the Northmoor Sand and Gravel Member, Upper Facet are recorded across the study site. These deposits were formed from rivers depositing detrital material in channels to form river terrace deposits (British Geological Survey On-line Viewer, accessed February 2016).
	1.2.2 The site is relatively level, with a gentle slope from east to west down towards the river Thames, which runs south around 300m to the west at a height of 45m above OD. The majority of the site lies at c 50 m above OD. The landscape slopes gradually up to the east, away from the River Thames, reaching c.110m above OD c 1.5km south-east of the site.
	1.2.3 All of the site is currently pasture or rough pasture. The site is divided into two parts by a footpath. West of the path is a single field, while the eastern part is divided into seven smaller units by fences, comprising two larger paddocks adjacent to the path, and five smaller ones east of these. The northernmost of the five lies east of two properties built fronting onto St Helen's Avenue. The paddocks are used as horse paddocks for grazing.
	1.2.4 There is an open drain running along the southern part of the south-eastern boundary of the site, carrying water south-westwards towards the river Thames.

	1.3 Archaeological and historical background
	1.3.1 The known historical and archaeological background to the site and its surroundings up to a distance of 1km have been considered and reported upon in the Desk-Based Assessment carried out by CgMs (CgMs 2016), and will only be summarised here.
	1.3.2 No designated archaeological assets (Scheduled Ancient Monuments) lie within the site or within 1km of it, nor is any activity of prehistoric, Roman or medieval date recorded within it.
	1.3.3 The surrounding area however contains widespread evidence of prehistoric, Roman, early medieval and medieval activity (see CgMs 2016, Appendix 1 HER data plot) , as follows:
	1.3.4 Neolithic activity comprises a cursus and funerary monuments known from cropmarks within RAF Benson to the east (Benson and Miles 1984, Map 41; Fenner and Dyer 1984), an occupation site including pits and postholes north of St Helen's Avenue (Ford and Pine 2004) and findspots of Neolithic axes and other residual finds to the north-west, south-west and south-east.
	1.3.5 Bronze Age funerary monuments and occupation are also known within RAF Benson and north of St Helen's Avenue (Ford and Pine 2004). Pottery and other finds have also been recovered around the site to the south and from the river Thames to the west. 
	1.3.6 Iron Age activity is widespread in the adjacent area, the closest known being occupation north of St Helen's Avenue (Ford and Pine 2004) and Iron Age pottery recovered only 100m north of the site. Cropmarks suggest occupation sites 150m to the north and 100m to the west of the site, while later prehistoric enclosures of either Bronze Age or Iron Age date are known within RAF Benson to the east.
	1.3.7 Roman activity is even more widespread. Early Roman settlement is indicated 150m to the north, and Roman settlement 300m to the north-west (Ford and Pine 2004), while Roman burials are known close to the Thames to the west and south-west. Another focus of Roman settlement and burial is known some 800m to the north-east, and Roman pottery within RAF Benson to the east.
	1.3.8 Saxon settlement is known to the north-east from excavation (Ford and Pine 2004) and from stray finds, and further settlement some 400m to the north of the site, within the historic villages of Littleworth and Benson. Benson is known to have been the centre of a royal estate in the middle and late Saxon period, and although the focus of this has not been firmly established, it is likely to lie beneath the later medieval focus of church and castle north of the site. Saxon metalwork has been found within RAF Benson a similar distance to the east, and from the Thames to the west. Wallingford was established as one of the largest of Alfred's burhs across the river to the west, and thereafter became the largest settlement in the vicinity of the site. 
	1.3.9 The medieval settlements of Benson and Littleworth continued to be occupied throughout the period, although over time Benson declined, and the most significant site was the town of Wallingford, fortified with a large Norman castle. Crowmarsh Mill lay only 150m west of the site on the river Thames, and a siege castle may have been built 400m to the north-west close to the river, from which a medieval sword was dredged. The site lies south of the medieval focus of Benson, and although medieval pottery has also been recovered south of the site this may represent evidence of manuring onto the fields rather than further settlement.
	1.3.10 The detailed magnetic survey (gradiometry) carried out by Stratascan has shown that there are numerous ditched enclosures covering most of the site except for the north-east corner, and belonging to one or more phases of activity. Their survey (Fig. 2) revealed a large sub-circular enclosure and a system of rectilinear enclosures or fields, as well as a couple of small sub-circular enclosures on the east and west, a possible oval enclosure on the east and clusters of probable large pits, particularly on the north and west sides of the site. Some of the pits are very large, and occur in lines. These may represent sunken-floored buildings or quarries rather than pits.

	1.4 Acknowledgements
	1.4.1 Oxford Archaeology would like to thank Paul Chadwick and Nathan Thomas of CgMs for the opportunity to carry out the work, and Richard Oram of OCAS for visiting and for monitoring the work in progress.
	1.4.2 OA would also like to thank Becky and Jane Purnell, the tenants of the paddocks whose horses had to be moved or restricted during the archaeological fieldwork, for their co-operation and patience.
	1.4.3 Beechcroft Plant provided the JCB and 360° machine, whose drivers were as ever very competent and helpful.
	1.4.4 The evaluation was supervised by Bob McIntosh and by Ben Attfield, who stood in for Bob during his holiday.


	2 Evaluation Aims and Methodology
	2.1 Aims
	(i) To determine or confirm the approximate extent of any surviving remains.
	(ii) To determine the date range of any surviving remains by artefactual or other means.
	(iii) To determine the condition and state of preservation of any remains.
	(iv) To determine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or vertical stratigraphy.
	(v) To assess the associations and implications of any remains encountered with reference to the historic landscape.
	(vi) To determine the potential of the site to provide palaeoenvironmental and/or economic evidence, and the forms in which such evidence may survive.
	(vii) To determine the implications of any remains with reference to economy, status, utility and social activity.
	(viii) To determine or confirm the likely range, quality and quantity of the artefactual evidence present.
	(ix) To date what may be a large curvilinear enclosure whose eastern half is visible on the geophysical survey, and to establish its phasing relative to the rectilinear enclosure system (also evident from the geophysical survey), which appears to abut its south-eastern side.
	(x) To establish the date of the rectilinear enclosure system, and if possible its duration of use.
	(xi) To clarify the date, character and function of the small curvilinear ditches (one described as a ring-ditch by the geophysical survey report) on the site, and whether these might belong to enclosures of the later prehistoric period, particularly those associated with roundhouses.
	(xii) To investigate the oval enclosure, and clarify its date and character, and whether this might belong to a Neolithic enclosure.
	(xiii) To determine the date of the various discrete anomalies (pit clusters) across the site, and whether these relate to the large curvilinear enclosure, the rectilinear enclosure system, to both, or to other periods of past activity.
	(xiv) In particular, to determine the date, morphology and function of the larger discrete anomalies, and whether any of these might be of early medieval date.
	(xv) To clarify whether the north-east corner of the site contains few archaeological features, as the geophysical survey suggests, or whether this apparent absence is illusory, and is due to other factors, such as greater soil cover or disturbance by medieval cultivation.
	(xvi) To clarify the extent and direction of medieval/early post-medieval cultivation indicated by the geophysical survey on the site, and if possible to date it.

	2.2 Methodology
	2.3 Scope of works
	2.3.1 The evaluation consisted of twenty two trenches, each 30m long and 2m wide, twelve in the western field and ten in the eastern paddocks. This constituted a 2% evaluation of the site.
	2.3.2 The area of the two buildings fronting onto St Helen's Avenue, the strip immediately to the west, and the small paddock to the east of the properties, were not evaluated. The strips to the west and east are crossed by modern services.

	2.4 Programme
	2.4.1 The fieldwork commenced on Monday 18th July, and took 20 days to complete by a team consisting of a Project Supervisor directing up to three Project Archaeologists, under the management of Tim Allen, Senior Project Manager.
	2.4.2 All fieldwork undertaken by Oxford Archaeology (South) is overseen by the Head of Fieldwork, Dan Poore MCIfA.

	2.5 Site specific methodology
	2.5.1 The methodology used for the evaluation was as set out in the WSI (OA 2016).
	2.5.2 Variations to the methodology were as follows:
	(i) The trenches were excavated using a JCB fitted with a toothless bucket, but were backfilled using a 360° machine due to the depth of overburden.
	(ii) All features or deposits of archaeological potential within the trenches were to be excavated by hand, unless otherwise agreed with Richard Oram of OCC and Nathan Thomas of CgMs. Exceptions agreed comprised the largest archaeological features in Trenches 4, 5, 13, 15, 17 and 22, which were investigated by machine under close archaeological supervision, the soil being monitored for finds, and were then recorded. Most of Trenches 17 and 21 were covered by a layer of dark soil, which proved to be infilling a hollow overlying Roman features, and this was removed by machine in Trench 17 and part of Trench 21 to expose the features beneath.
	(iii) When graves were first exposed (in Trench 18), the decision was taken by Richard Oram of OCAS that they would be left in situ and reburied without further exposing the skeletal remains. The bones exposed by machining were therefore planned and photographed, and notes were made by the site supervisor, who had some osteological training, but were not examined by a specialist in human osteology.
	(iv) It was also agreed that further trenches should be dug at right angles to the north-west and south-east towards the north-east end to establish the width of the cemetery at this point (Fig. 7), and that the extensions should continue for 5m beyond the limit of graves in either direction.
	(v) Once the burials had been recorded, they were covered with a layer of plastic, then a layer of sand, and finally a further layer of plastic before the trench was backfilled by machine.
	(vi) Soils were replaced in stratigraphic order when backfilling. Particular care was taken to compact the soils in the paddocks on the east, and the owners of the horses currently using the paddocks expressed themselves as satisfied with the results before the paddocks were handed back.


	3 Results
	3.1 Introduction and presentation of results
	3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, with a description of all archaeology excavated within the trenches. Full information, including dimensions and fill descriptions, can be found in Appendix A.

	3.2 Description of results
	3.2.1 The evaluation comprised twenty two trenches, all 30m by 2m. The trenches were placed at a variety of alignments to best cover the features identified in the geophysical survey, and cover 2% of the site (Fig. 2). Trench 18 was subsequently extended on the instruction of CgMs by trenches dug roughly at right angles close to the northern end.
	3.2.2 All trenches were excavated by machine under close archaeological supervision to the surface of the natural. In the western field (Trenches 1 - 12) the natural was a banded gravel and sand; in the five paddocks to the east (Trenches 13 – 22) the natural was weathered or silty greensand. The natural was shallower in the south-eastern half of the site and towards the western corner, with a band of deeper overburden running north to south down the middle; the average depth on the east was around 0.5m and only 0.4m on the west, while in the middle it rose to over 1m (in Trench 2).
	3.2.3 The majority of features across both the western field and the five paddocks contained very similar dark fills of greyish brown sandy silt, which generally contained Roman pottery. The inclusions differed somewhat, flint and gravel being common in the western field and flint and greensand more common in the five eastern paddocks.
	3.2.4 Trench 1 was in the north-east corner of the western field on a north-south alignment, and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to investigate a linear and two possible pits identified in the geophysical survey, but instead identified three ditches all running north-west to south-east across the trench (104, 108 and 112), all of which were excavated (Fig. 3).
	3.2.5 Ditch 104 has been recut as 106 (Fig. 8 section 101). Ditch 108 was much larger than the other ditches in the trench, being 3.37m wide and 0.98m deep (Fig. 8 section 103), but was similar to other large ditches on site, and was possibly the same ditch as 1514 in Trench 15. Fill 110 contained the only fragment of daub from the evaluation. Ditch 104 was the only feature not to contain any datable finds in Trench 1, the others being early Roman. The upper fill of ditch 112 (Fig. 8 section 102, deposit 114) was sampled for environmental remains (Sample <4>), but produced only a very few charred plant remains.
	3.2.6 Trench 2 was in the middle of the northern half of the western field on a north-south alignment, and had an average depth of 1.05m. It targeted an area the geophysical survey could not access that had at least one linear feature running into it (this linear was investigated by Trench 5). A ditch (204) and a possible pit (206) lay within the trench, and ditch 204 was excavated (Fig. 3; Fig. 8 section 201).
	3.2.7 Ditch 204 contained finds of early Roman date. Feature 206, whose irregular shape may indicate that it was two inter-cutting features rather than a pit, did not have any finds on the surface. Neither feature aligned with the linear in Trench 5.
	3.2.8 Trench 3 was located in the north of the western field on a north-east to south-west alignment, and was on average 0.75m deep. It was positioned to cover a number of pit-like features identified in the geophysical survey. The trench contained five pits (308, 310, 312, 314 and 318), located down its length and a single ditch 316 at the more westerly end (Fig. 3). Ditch 316 and pit 308 were excavated.
	3.2.9 Ditch 316 had one steep and one sloping side, and a single fill (Fig. 8 section 302). Pit 308 was only excavated to a depth of 0.6m as its depth exceeded safe limits, and enough finds had been recovered to characterise it (Fig. 8 section 301). Two post holes (304 and 306) were located around its edge to the east and south. Posthole 306 cut the pit. Posthole 304 was not recognised initially, so its relationship with pit 308 is uncertain. Pit 308 contained a significant quantity of early Roman pottery; ditch 316 and postholes 304 and 306, however, contained no finds.
	3.2.10 Trench 4 was located to the south of Trench 1 on a north-east - south-west alignment, and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to investigate two parallel ditches and two pits indicated by the geophysical survey. Instead stripping revealed one pit 410, a cluster of postholes (412, 414, 416, 417, 418) and a very large ditch 406, cut in turn by two pits (408 and 419). Pits 410 and 408 and postholes 412 and 414 were excavated by hand, and ditch 406 was excavated by machine (Fig. 3).
	3.2.11 Pit 410 was very similar to pit 308 in Trench 3, being early Roman, but was bottomed, and was approaching 1m deep (Fig. 9 section 402). Ditch 404 was also early Roman. Ditch 406 was notable in that it was 1.3m in depth and over 4m in width (only one edge was exposed in the trench), but contained no finds. Pits 408 and 419, which cut through 407, a fill of ditch 406 (Fig. 9 section 401), had fills different from the norm, comprising a firm, dark blackish brown sandy silt with gravel inclusions. They also contained no finds. Postholes 412 and 414 were of different depths and neither was flat-bottomed (Fig. 9 sections 403-4); they had single fills without finds.
	3.2.12 Two samples were taken from this trench: sample <5> from fill 405 from ditch 404 and sample <6> from fill 411 in pit 410. Sample <5> contained a small collection of charred plant remains including charred grain; sample <6> a similar but slightly larger collection of charred plant remains (see report, Appendix C.4).
	3.2.13 Trench 5 was located south of Trench 4 and south-east of Trench 2 in the western field, on a north-east - south-west alignment. It had an average depth of 0.5m. It was positioned to investigate three ditches, two of which run parallel to each other, and to extend into an area that could not be included in the geophysical survey. The three expected ditches (510, 509 and 506) were identified, in addition to a fourth ditch 504, two pits (508 and 522) and a large unidentified feature 520 (Fig. 3).
	3.2.14 Both parallel ditches 509 and 510 (Fig.9 section 503; Plate 10) were hand-excavated, as was pit 508 that was truncated by ditch 509 (Fig. 9 section 502). Pit 508 was excavated to a depth of 1m, but was not bottomed for Health and Safety reasons. Both pit 508 and ditch 510 contained early Roman pottery. Environmental sample <8> was taken from fill 512 of pit 508, which was entirely contained within a pot (small find 500; Plate 9).This produced a small assemblage of charred plant remains and also contained a little possible fuel ash slag.
	3.2.15 At the south-west end of the trench was a soilmark over 6m wide, which it was agreed with Richard Oram could be tested by a machine-dug slot (see Fig. 3). This proved to consist of a wide ditch 504 and a shallower irregular pit 506, whose intersection did not provide a clear relationship (Fig. 9 section 501). Ditch 504 was unusually large at 4.7m wide and over 0.9m deep, and early Roman pottery came from the uppermost fill. No finds were recovered from pit 506, which had near-vertical sides and a flat base.
	3.2.16 Although it was not excavated, finds were recovered from the surface of ditch 520, and the pottery was also early Roman. Along the south-east edge of feature 520 was a possible line of sub-rectangular or rectangular features apparently cut into the ditch. Only one of these was clearly identified, and as these all extended below the side of the trench, none was investigated. Another tentative feature of similar size and shape, also cut into ditch 520, was planned west of these.
	3.2.17 Trench 6 was located south-west of Trench 3 in the western field, on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.4m. It was positioned to investigate a potential circular enclosure roughly 10m in diameter identified by the geophysical survey. Two arcs of ditch approaching 1m wide were identified corresponding to the geophysical survey results, and were numbered 604 and 608 (Fig. 4).
	3.2.18 The more southerly ditch arc (604) was excavated, and was 0.75m deep containing three fills (Fig. 10 section 601). No finds were recovered by hand-excavation, but sample <7> was taken from fill 605, and this produced a small group of later Mesolithic or early Neolithic struck flints from the same core, and in fresh condition (Appendix B.4). The only charred material was a little charcoal.
	3.2.19 Trench 7 was located in the middle of the western field, south-east of Trench 6 and south-west of Trench 2. It was oriented north-east to south-west and had an average depth of 0.7m. It was positioned to investigate two parallel ditches and two pits. Only one ditch 704 was identified, along with two pits (716 and 718), one possible posthole 710 and three stone-lined pits (706, 712 and 714). One of the stone-lined pits, 706, the possible posthole 710 and the ditch 704 were all excavated by hand (Fig. 4; Fig. 10 sections 701-3).
	3.2.20 Ditch 704 contained early Roman pottery, while stone-lined pit 706 had finds of 3rd century Roman date. This feature contained a lining, 709, of chalk and flint nodules roughly stacked (Plate 13), which did not start at the base of pit 706 but sat on top of the primary fill, 708. The possible posthole, 710, did not contain any finds, and was V-profiled, so may have been either a stakehole or perhaps a solution hole of natural origin.
	3.2.21 Trench 8 was located in the furthest west of the western field, on a north-west - south-east alignment, with an average depth of 0.4m. It was positioned to investigate one linear feature and two pits. The trench actually revealed two potential ditches (814 and 811), three large pits (806, 805 and 804) and ten potential small pits or postholes (Fig. 4).
	3.2.22 Upon excavation ditch 811 was discovered to be a band in the natural as opposed to a feature. Ditch 814 was re-cut as a shallower ditch 816 (Fig. 10 section 801), and both contained Roman finds: 814 dating to the 2nd century AD; 816 to the 2nd century or later. Pits 806, 805 and 804 were not excavated, but early Roman finds were collected from the top fills of 804 and 805. Two of the potential small pits or postholes (807 and 809) were excavated (Fig. 10 sections 802 and 803); 807 had an asymmetrical profile; 809 a shallow bowl-shaped profile. There were no finds from either. These features did not have any clear structure, so their purpose remains uncertain.
	3.2.23 Trench 9 was located south-east of Trench 8 in the western field, on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.95m. It was positioned to investigate two parallel ditches and a pit, but actually contained three ditches (904, 907 and 909). Ditches 904 and 907 were both excavated by hand (Fig. 4; Fig. 10 sections 901-2).
	3.2.24 Ditch 904 had a single fill that contained early Roman finds. Ditch 907 proved to be a gully, only 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep, with no finds. Sample <9> was taken from fill 905 of ditch 904, and contained only a small quantity of charred plant remains.
	3.2.25 Trench 10 was located in the middle of the western field, south-east of Trench 5, on a north-east - south-west alignment. It had an average depth of 0.65m. It was positioned to investigate three ditches, the most south-western and north-eastern of which appear to be associated on the geophysical survey. The trench identified two ditches (1010 and 1004) and two pits (1009 and 1006), one of each of which was excavated (Fig. 4; Fig. 10 sections 1001 and 1002).
	3.2.26 Pit 1006 was cut through the subsoil (1003) and had dark blueish-grey silty fills quite distinct from the dark fills of the majority of features, but contained no finds. Ditch 1004 was also excavated by hand, and produced finds of late Roman date.
	3.2.27 Trench 11 was located in the south of the western field, to the south-east of Trench 9 and the south-west of Trench 10. It was on a north-west south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.5m. It was positioned to investigate three parallel running ditches (Fig. 2), and revealed five ditches (1111, 1113, 1107, 1105 and 1103) and one pit 1108 (Fig. 5).
	3.2.28 Ditches 1105 and 1103 are parallel and slightly intercut, but the relationship between them was not clear in the hand-excavated slot across them (Fig.11 section 1102). Ditch 1103 contained Roman pottery of later 1st century date, together with a brooch (small find 1100) of similar date. Ditch 1105 was without finds. Ditches 1113 and 1107 are intercutting on different alignments, and although unexcavated, late Iron Age/early Roman pottery was recovered from the surface of 1107. Early Roman pottery was also recovered from the surface of ditch 1111. Pit 1108, which was very shallow. Its fill was mostly flint and gravel (Fig. 11 section 1101), and it did not contain any finds. Environmental sample <10> was taken from fill 1112 of ditch 1105, but contained very little charred material.
	3.2.29 Trench 12 was located in the southern corner of the western field, on a north-east south-west alignment with an average depth of 0.6m. It was positioned to investigate three ditches that show up faintly on the geophysical survey. The trench identified four ditches (1210, 1213, 1204 and 1206), three pits (1215, 1216 and 1208) and one masonry wall or foundation 1203 (Fig. 5).
	3.2.30 Chalk foundation 1203 (Plate 11) was 0.75m wide and 0.35m high, sitting upon the natural (Fig. 11 section 1201). It was only seen upon cleaning the section, and consisted of undressed chalk lumps up to 0.13m across, without obvious coursing or bonding. It lay adjacent to the north-east edge of ditch 1206, which was not excavated and on whose surface only animal bone was found. Ditch 1206 intersected with pit 1208, also unexcavated, and the relationship between these was not evident on the surface. A Roman nail was recovered from the surface of 1208.
	3.2.31 Two further pits were visible a little to the south-west - 1215 and 1216 - both probably cut by ditch 1204. None of these three features was excavated, but a human skeleton 1209 (Plate 12) was partly visible in the top of its fill (Fig. 5). The skeleton was an adult human lying on its side in a flexed or crouched position with the head at the north-east end. The skeleton was recorded as seen and re-covered rather than excavated. Both ditches 1210 and 1213 were excavated by hand: 1210 was V-profiled (Fig. 11 section 1202) and contained early Roman pottery; 1213 was broader (Fig. 11 section 1203) and contained late Roman pottery.
	3.2.32 Trench 13 was located in the north-west corner of the eastern paddocks, on a north-east - south-west alignment and had an average depth of 0.8m. It was positioned to investigate two pits (Fig. 2). Instead the trench identified one irregular ditch 1304, one posthole 1306 and one large pit 1308 (Fig. 5).
	3.2.33 Ditch 1304 and small pit or posthole 1306 were excavated by hand (Fig. 11 sections 1301-2); no finds were recovered from 1306, but late Iron Age/early Roman pottery came from ditch 1304. Pit 1308 was 3.82m wide, and it was agreed with Richard Oram that this could be sectioned by machine. It proved to be 2.16m deep with five fills, most containing late Iron Age/early Roman pottery (Fig. 11 section 1303). The second fill (1312) was a soft, dark greyish black clayey silt, with charcoal, clay and flint inclusions, from which environmental sample <2> was taken. This contained a very rich assemblage of charred plant remains from crop-processing (see Appendix C.4 below).
	3.2.34 Trench 14 was located in the north of the eastern paddocks, to the south-east of Trench 13, on a north-east south-west alignment, and had an average depth of 0.5m. The trench was located to investigate an area of the geophysical survey that showed no features. The trench identified no features.
	3.2.35 Trench 15 was located on the west side of the paddocks, to the south of Trench 13. It was oriented east-west, and had an average depth of 0.5m. It was located to investigate three ditches identified on the geophysical survey (Fig. 2), and proved to contain three ditches (1516, 1514 and 1507), two postholes (1510 and 1512) and a grave 1504 (Fig. 5).
	3.2.36 Grave 1504 was orientated NNW-SSE, and contained a human burial 1505, of which only one leg was exposed, recorded and reburied. This belonged to a human adult laid flat with its head at the north-west end. No finds were recovered from the grave. West of this, ditch 1507 (Plate 6) was excavated by hand and shown to have a wide V-profile (Fig. 12 section 1501); it contained late Iron Age/early Roman pottery. Post-holes 1510 and 1512, which lay 1.5m apart, were both excavated by hand (Fig. 12 sections 1502-3), and were of similar depth, but neither contained any finds. Posthole 1510 had very steep sides and a flat base; 1512 similar sides but a stepped base. Both are considered genuine postholes.
	3.2.37 Ditches 1514 and 1516, which met within the trench, were both very wide - 1514 in excess of 4.5m - and it was agreed with Richard Oram that this could be sample-excavated by machine (Fig. 5). The machine sondage established that the ditch was was up to 0.7m deep and contained five fills (Fig. 12 section 1504), the earliest of which (1515) contained Roman pottery of 1st-2nd century date. The relationship of ditch 1514 to 1516 was not established, and no pottery was recovered from the surface of ditch 1516. On the evidence of the geophysical survey plot it is possible that either ditch is a continuation of ditch 108 in Trench 1.
	3.2.38 Trench 16 was located on the western side of the paddocks, south of Trench 15 and east of Trench 5. It lay on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.53m. It was located to investigate three ditches on the geophysical survey (Fig. 2), two of which are parallel. Three ditches (1604, 1607 and 1611) were identified within the trench, two of which - 1604 (Plate 7) and 1607 - were hand-excavated.
	3.2.39 Ditch 1604 had a V-profile and a pointed base, and appeared from the section to be cut through the lower subsoil 1603 (Fig. 12 section 1601). The ditch contained late Iron Age/early Roman pottery. Ditch 1607 had a broader base, and contained early Roman pottery and animal bone (Fig. 12 section 1602). No finds were evident on the surface on ditch 1611.
	3.2.40 Trench 17 was located in the south-west part of the eastern paddocks to the south of Trench 16, on a north-west - south-east alignment, and had an average depth of 0.5m. It was located to investigate two ditches and a possible enclosure. The trench identified four ditches (1704 adjacent to 1707, 1711 and 1714), ditch terminal 1709 and a large hollow filled by 1716 (Fig. 6). The geophysical anomaly putatively identified as a possible enclosure ditch appears to correspond to the large hollow, 12m of which were visible in the south-east end of the trench.
	3.2.41 Ditches 1704 and 1707 were hand-excavated (Fig. 12 section 1701; Plate 8). Ditch 1704, which was larger and deeper than 1707, contained early Roman pottery; there were no finds from 1707. Ditch terminal 1709 was also hand-excavated (Fig. 13 section 1702) and contained early Roman finds. Ditches 1711 and 1714 were both located beneath the hollow fill (1716) within the large hollow, which was removed by machine. Ditch 1711 had a sharp V-profile (Fig. 13 section 1703) and also contained early Roman pottery; ditch 1714 contained Roman tile and fragments of pottery, but is not more closely dated. Sample <3> was taken from 1715, the single fill of ditch 1714, and produced abundant charred plant remains (see Appendix C.4).
	3.2.42 Trench 18 was located in the north-east corner of the eastern paddocks, on a north-east - south-west alignment, and was on average 0.5m deep. It was located to investigate an area that on the geophysical survey contained no features, but located five graves. Following a site visit and consultation with CgMs and Richard Oram of OCAS, it was agreed that the graves and any bones exposed by machining would be recorded, re-covered and left in situ. In addition, it was agreed that further trenches should be dug at right angles to the north-west and south-east towards the north-east end to establish the width of the cemetery at this point (Fig. 7), and that the extensions should continue for 5m beyond the limit of graves in either direction. The north-western extension was 2m wide and 8.5m long, and a 1.5m wide 3m long extension ran north-east to fully expose a further grave. The south-eastern extension was 3.5m wide and 8m long.
	3.2.43 The trenches identified eight graves (Plates 1 and 2), all on broadly north-east - south-west alignments (Fig. 7). The graves all shared a fill of a very compact, dark grey chalky silt, with frequent sandstone pebbles. One of the graves (1825) was cleaned down to clarify its width (Fig. 13 partial section 1801). All of the exposed graves had human bones within them, showing that they contained a burial, all were laid flat and with their heads at the south-western ends of their graves. A metal knife (small find 1801) was recovered from grave 1804, but no other finds were seen. A sample of human bone was therefore retrieved from the skeleton in this grave for radiocarbon dating, and has provided a date of 650-760 cal. AD at 95% confidence (see report Appendix C5 below).
	3.2.44 Trench 19 was located in the north-east of the eastern paddocks to the south of Trench 18, on a north-east - south-west alignment with an average depth of 0.5m. It was located to investigate an area that on the geophysical survey contained no features. Instead the trench identified a lone pit 1904, which was hand-excavated and proved to be shallow (Fig. 6; Fig. 13 section 1901). The fill produced late Iron Age/early Roman pottery and animal bones.
	3.2.45 Trench 20 was located south of Trench 19 on a WNW-ESE alignment, and had an average depth of 0.4m. It was located to investigate a ditch and a pit evident on the geophysical survey. The trench instead identified a large re-cut ditch, 2008, into which ran a much narrower ditch, 2003, and also the terminus of another ditch 2005 (Fig. 6). All of the ditches were investigated by hand-excavation.
	3.2.46 Ditch 2005 was steep-sided and flat-bottomed (Fig. 13 section 2002), and contained pottery of earlier 2nd century AD date. Ditch 2003 was very shallow at its terminal (Fig. 13 section 2001) and produced no finds, nor was the relationship between 2003 and 2008 clear from the exposed surface. The broad ditch into which 2003 ran proved to consist of two parallel ditches 2008 and 2010 (Fig. 13 section 2003). Ditch 2008 lies to the east of 2010, and is much wider. It was not clear from the section which of the ditches was the later, but the pottery from ditch 2008 was late Iron Age/early Roman, while that from ditch 2010 was early 2nd century AD.
	3.2.47 Trench 21 was located south-west of Trench 20 and south-east of Trench 16. It was dug on a north-east - south-west alignment and had an average depth of 0.42m. The trench was located to investigate a ditch and two pits visible on the geophysical survey. The trench identified two ditches (2113 and 2111), a gully 2109, a brick structure 2117 (in construction cut 2119) and four graves (2104, 2105, 2106 and 2107; Fig. 6).
	3.2.48 The graves were all aligned north-west - south-east, and human bones were partially exposed in grave 2105 indicating that the head of the skeleton in this grave was at the south-east end. The exposed bones were reburied and left in situ.
	3.2.49 Gully 2109 was hand-excavated but proved to be very shallow (Fig. 13 section 2101), and no finds were recovered. Ditch 2111, which ran along the edge of the trench before turning and being cut by ditch 2113, was also shallow, and only produced animal bone. In contrast ditch 2113 (Fig. 14 section 2104; Plate 5) was unusually large, being 1.65m deep and 3.7m wide, and the fills contained pottery and tile of early Roman date. Its bottom fill, 2118, was a waterlogged loose, black and dark grey silt, so it was sampled for environmental remains (sample <1>), providing a rich assemblage of charred plant remains from crop-processing (see Appendix C.4 below).
	3.2.50 Part of a rounded brick and tile structure 2117 (Plate 4), in construction cut 2119, covered by a layer of Roman rubble 2108 was exposed extending from the north-west edge of the trench (Fig. 6; Fig. 13 sections 2102-3). In all 1.1m by 1.1m of structure 2117 lay within the trench, and the curving plan of the exposed masonry suggests that this might be a Roman well.
	3.2.51 Trench 22 was located in the south of the eastern paddocks, south-west of Trench 21 and east of Trench 17. It was laid out on a north-east - south-west alignment, and had an average depth of 0.7m. The trench was located to investigate three potential ditches and a pit. Instead one ditch (2204) was identified at the north-east end of the trench, and south-west of this the bulk of the trench (24.5m) exposed a fill similar to layer 1716 encountered in Trench 17, filling a hollow 2207 (Plate 3).
	3.2.52 By agreement with Richard Oram of OCAS a machine-dug sondage was excavated midway along the trench through the hollow fill, 2208, to determine the depth of natural below this, and recovered Roman tile and an iron padlock key. The hollow fill proved to be 1m deep, so was not further investigated. Ditch 2204 was excavated by hand and proved to be steep-sided and flat-bottomed, and it is apparent from the section that it was cut through layer 2203, which had been removed by machine as subsoil (Fig. 14 section 2201). The ditch fills contained Roman pottery of 2nd century or later date, tile and nails.

	3.3 Finds summary
	3.3.1 The vast majority of the finds are of Roman date, with a preponderance of pottery assemblages of early Roman (1st century) date, but there is also some early 2nd century, late 2nd or later, and late Roman (later 3rd and 4th century) material. The early pottery includes Terra Nigra and a number of fineware butt-beakers, which are not usual on rural sites in Oxfordshire, but which nonetheless indicate that the settlement was of some status at this time.
	3.3.2 Roman tile has come from a variety of contexts, and includes box flue tile fragments as well as roof tile and bricks. A shaped flint block suggests that flint was also being used in masonry construction. Other than nails, which include one hobnail, there is also a padlock and a brooch. Stone finds are few, but include several possible roof slates and a quernstone.
	3.3.3 An iron knife from one of the graves in Trench 18 is of middle Saxon date.
	3.3.4 There is also a scatter of struck flint, including a small group of material from a single core of Mesolithic or early Neolithic date.


	4 Discussion
	4.1 Reliability of field investigations
	4.1.1 The evaluation was undertaken during fair weather conditions, with almost no rain. The features were easy to identify once the undisturbed geologies were reached, and no trenches suffered from flooding. Lines and patches of sandy silt in the sand and gravel natural initially suggested that there were additional features of early date, but after a number were tested by hand they were revealed to be bands or pockets in the surface of the undulating natural.
	4.1.2 In several trenches features appeared above the level of the clean natural, most clearly in the case of the chalk-lined pits in Trench 7. It is probable that the chalk ‘wall’ in Trench 12 is in fact a foundation due to the lack of bonding or of dressing of the material, again indicating the survival of features above the level of the natural. It therefore seems likely that in some parts of the site the upper part of the natural has been mixed with the overlying dark subsoil by worm-action, making it difficult to distinguish archaeological features at this level. The tops of some features may therefore have been truncated by machine during the evaluation, and elsewhere are deeper and better-preserved.

	4.2 Interpretation
	4.2.1 The geophysical survey suggests two phases of enclosure, a large curvilinear enclosure and a series of rectilinear enclosures. Pottery recovered from both enclosure systems indicates that they are Roman.
	4.2.2 The curvilinear enclosure ditch was seen in Trenches 1, 15, 16, 17, 12 and (less certainly) 3. It generally had sloping sides and a flat base, although in Trenches 16 and 12 it was V-profiled, and in Trench 17 the ditch appeared to have been re-cut. Early Roman pottery was recovered from the ditch in every trench except Trench 3, where there were no finds. No relationship was identified between this curvilinear ditch and the rectilinear ditches.
	4.2.3 The rectilinear ditches extending south-eastwards from the northern end of the curvilinear enclosure form a distinct north-eastern boundary to the area of enclosures. This boundary was only excavated in Trench 21. It also contained early Roman pottery, but the presence of tile may indicate that this ditch was slightly later than the curvilinear enclosure. The layout of the rectilinear ditches inside the curvilinear enclosure, some of which would have formed odd-shapes if they were contemporary with it, certainly suggests that it superseded the original enclosure in parts, but the dating evidence from the evaluation indicates that the majority of the features within the enclosed area are also of late Iron Age/early Roman date, whether pits or rectilinear ditches.
	4.2.4 The geophysical survey suggests that the rectilinear enclosures extend beyond the south-east and south-west limits of the site, but that the enclosures did not extend further to the north-west. There was clearly external Roman activity outside the main enclosure boundaries on the north-east, as the features in Trenches 1, 13, 19 and 20 show, and a similar zone of peripheral activity on the north is probably represented by the large pits found beyond the ditch found in Trench 3.
	4.2.5 There is a focus of 2nd century activity on the south-eastern edge of the site, both within the enclosed area and beyond it to the north. Other features of middle Roman date were identified just outside the curvilinear enclosure on the north-east, and at the north-west corner, and together they perhaps suggest peripheral extension of the area of Roman settlement. Late Roman activity, in contrast, appears to have been concentrated in the south-western corner of the site.
	4.2.6 The Roman ceramic building material (CBM) was concentrated in the areas of Middle and Late Roman activity suggested by the pottery. Trenches 21 and 12, both within these areas, contained evidence of brick or masonry structures. The chalk foundation in the side of Trench 12 indicates a building of some sort to the north-west, and the probable well in Trench 21 included reused roofing tile, also suggesting a Roman building. The tile might have derived from another site in the vicinity, as Roman settlement is known to the north-east and north under Benson, but the chalk foundation suggests at least one Roman building on the site itself.
	4.2.7 The evidence of the early Roman pottery, which includes sherds of Terra Nigra and of a number of fineware beakers, indicates that in this period the site had contacts beyond those of many rural settlements, and the evidence for a masonry building suggests that it remained a site of some status later in the Roman period.
	4.2.8 The environmental evidence indicates a mixture of arable and pastoral agriculture, and also suggests some zoning of activities in the settlement, with an emphasis on crop-processing in the north-east and east parts of the settlement. The quality of preservation of charred plant remains is unusually good. Another industrial activity may be indicated by the fuel ash slag found in Trench 5. In the later Roman period, the concentration of stone-lined pits in Trench 7 may relate to a different industrial process on the limits of the late Roman settlement focus.
	4.2.9 Human burials were identified in three separate locations in the north-east of the site, in Trenches 15, 18 and 21, and a further burial was identified in the top of a ditch in Trench 12 to the south, which had no obvious grave cut and was buried in a flexed or crouched position. There were no grave goods accompanying the burial, but finds were recovered from the ditch containing the burial. The poor survival of the bones makes it difficult to say whether the burial was crouched or flexed; crouched burials are mostly prehistoric, although a number of 1st and 2nd century Roman examples have been found recently from the region (Allen et al. 2016). Flexed burials occur in a number of periods, but the placing of Roman burials in ditches is common in the later Roman period in Oxfordshire and the surrounding region, for example at Roughground Farm, Lechlade, Gloucestershire (Allen et al. 1993).
	4.2.10 The other burials were all in grave cuts, the bodies laid flat on a variety of different alignments. Only a single burial was found in Trench 15, and this may have been an isolated burial towards the periphery of the settlement area, as is common in later Roman sites.
	4.2.11 Groups of burials in close proximity were exposed in Trenches 18 and 21 (respectively 8 and 3), making these cemetery groups. Dating is only available for those in Trench 18, where skeleton 1805 in grave 1804 was accompanied by an iron knife suggestive of a Saxon date. A femur from this skeleton was submitted for radiocarbon dating at Beta Analytic, and returned a date range of 650-760 cal AD at 95% confidence (Beta-443756; 1340±30 BP). The range at 68% confidence was 650-675 (see Appendix C.5), placing this grave, and by implication the cemetery group, at the transition from the early to middle Saxon period. The orientation of this cemetery group (north-east to south-west, with heads to the south-west, is not east-west, the orientation that later became universal for Christian burials. In the context of the documentary evidence for the royal vill at Benson in the middle and late Saxon periods, and the settlement evidence on the other site of St Helen’s Avenue (Pine and Ford 1999), a cemetery of this date is not surprising.
	4.2.12 The absence of burials in Trenches 19 and 20, and the different orientation of the graves (north-west to south-east, with heads to the south-east) strongly suggests that the group in Trench 21 are a separate group from those in Trench 18. This cemetery is more likely to belong to the adjacent settlement, and to be of Roman date.
	4.2.13 Prehistoric finds were few, and most of the struck flints that were recovered came from sieving of the environmental samples. Few of these were diagnostic of date, but a later Mesolithic or early Neolithic component is clear, plus a single tool of Neolithic or early Bronze Age date.
	4.2.14 The struck flints were scattered across the site. The only association of potential interest is that of a group of fairly fresh flakes from a single nodule found in the ditch of a small a curvilinear enclosure in Trench 6. The fills of this ditch were slightly different to those of the Roman features, and no other finds were recovered from the excavated section, raising the possibility that this enclosure was also of Neolithic date, although it is equally possible that the flints are residual in a later feature.
	4.2.15 The site contained a number of features that produced no datable material. Most of these features had fills very similar to those of the Roman features close by, and it is likely that these too are of Roman date.
	4.2.16 Very few post-medieval or modern features were found in the evaluation, bearing out the general impression that, other than truncation by agriculture, preservation of the archaeological evidence across the site is good.

	4.3 Review of evaluation aims and objectives
	4.3.1 Aim 1. The evaluation has demonstrated that archaeological features extend further than the limits of the geophysical survey in the north-eastern part of the site, where a cemetery of middle Saxon date has been discovered.
	4.3.2 Aim 2. The evaluation has demonstrated that the majority of archaeological features are of Roman date. Some element of late Iron Age activity may be included in the 1st century AD pottery, much of which is very difficult to date either side of the Roman conquest. There is also a scatter of prehistoric flintwork, including definite activity of either late Mesolithic or early Neolithic date, and a Saxon cemetery of later 7th/early 8th century date. A few post-medieval/modern features were also found.
	4.3.3 Aim 3. The archaeological remains have been shown generally to be in a good state of preservation, with not only pits and ditches but postholes surviving in several parts of the site. There is also one surviving wall foundation. The burials are not, however, particularly well-preserved, human bone being evident immediately below the ploughsoil, particularly in Trenches 18 and 12.
	4.3.4 Aim 4. There have generally been more archaeological features than indicated by the geophysical survey, and the remains are dense in a number of the trenches, with intercutting features. Evidence of vertical stratigraphy is slight, except perhaps for the Roman features found below the ‘hollow’ in Trench 17 and Trench 21.
	4.3.5 Aim 5.The only associations of the remains with the historic landscape is indirect, and concerns the relationship of the Saxon cemetery discovered to the royal vill documented at Benson in the Middle Saxon period. The existing church at Benson lies some 350m to the north of the site, but it is not known whether this is the location of the first church or chapel associated with the royal vill, and the location of the centre of the royal vill is not known for certain.
	4.3.6 Aim 6. Animal bone is fairly well-preserved, and charred plant remains are particularly well-preserved, providing an important assemblage relating to crop-processing.
	4.3.7 Aim 7. The finds include fineware pottery of the early Roman period, some of types evident from other sites of status in Oxfordshire, others imported, indicating the potential for establishing the links of the settlement to the wider Roman world. The quernstone is from East Sussex, and the roofing stones probably from the Cotswolds, evidence of the contacts of the settlement in the wider region.
	4.3.8 Aim 8. The range of finds comprises struck flints, pottery, a brooch, a padlock key, hobnails and nails, a quernstone and a variety of building materials: tile, stone slates, chalk, flint and stone blocks and daub. The quantity of pottery and CBM is likely to be substantial. Given the relatively small sample of the site examined, the absence of coins or other types of artefact is not significant.
	4.3.9 Aims 9 – 10. Both the large curvilinear enclosure ditch and the rectilinear enclosures have been shown to be Roman in date, the former late Iron Age/early Roman, the latter comprising elements of early Roman, middle and late Roman date. No stratigraphic phasing was established between the two systems.
	4.3.10 Aim 11. The date of the small curvilinear enclosure ditch in Trench 6 was not established with certainty. The only dating evidence recovered was a small group of Mesolithic or early Neolithic struck flint, but this may be residual.
	4.3.11 Aim 12. Trenches 17 and 22 located a large backfilled hollow of unknown purpose and origin, overlying a number of Roman features including ditches. This large hollow appears to be the geophysical anomaly tentatively interpreted as an earlier prehistoric enclosure. No earlier prehistoric enclosure is present in this location.
	4.3.12 Aims 13 – 14. All the pits and ditches excavated on site either yielded Roman finds or were undated. The excavated sample of pits included examples from the early, middle and late Roman period, some types, such as the stone-lined group in Trench 7, appearing to be a later Roman type. None of the investigated discrete features proved to be SFBs of early medieval date.
	4.3.13 Aim 15: The north-east corner of the site was shown to contain a single small Roman pit (Trench 19) and a Saxon cemetery of at least 8 burials (Trench 18). There was no significant depth of soil cover in this part of the site, and the detection of the graves in the geophysical survey was probably hindered by the similarity between the grave fills and the natural (the graves having been backfilled with the excavated natural).
	4.3.14 Aim 16. Two very shallow parallel linear features were identified at a high level at the north end of Trench 9, but were too close together to represent medieval ridge-and-furrow cultivation. Other than the ploughsoil overlying all of the features, no visible signs of medieval/early post medieval cultivation were identified within the trenches.


	Appendix A. Trench Descriptions and Context Inventory
	Appendix B. Finds Reports
	B.1 Pottery
	B.1.1 The evaluation produced 540 sherds of late prehistoric and Roman pottery weighing over 15.7kg. The pottery was recorded rapidly using codes from the standard OA system for recording such material (Booth 2014). Context groups were dated on ceramic criteria, including the evidence from ceramic building material (see below). These dates are summarised in the table below. The assemblage was notable for its high mean sherd weight (29.2g overall), albeit enhanced by the presence of large parts of a few vessels. As this might suggest, the material was generally in good condition, with little indication of surface or edge erosion resulting from repeated redeposition of sherds.

	B.2 Ceramic Building Material
	B.2.1 The ceramic building material was all of Roman date, totalling 82 fragments (8791g). This material included a single fragment of a soft-fired and coarsely-tempered ‘brick’ of early Roman type, but the remainder was in a variety of typical sand-tempered fabrics (not further examined at this stage) and included a range of ceramic building material forms. Identified forms included tegulae (ten flange fragments), imbrices (ten fragments), box flue (fragments from two separate tiles, in contexts 815 and 2205) and bricks. These last were identified on the basis of thickness (no other complete dimensions were recorded). Two fragments, from contexts 1715 and 2115, were c 43mm thick; the first of these was very heavily refired. A further brick fragment from context 2108, ranging from 27-40mm in thickness, had signs of secondary use in the form of a hole, roughly 15mm across and 18mm deep, chipped into the surface of the brick with its centre 35mm from the edge. In addition, it was notable that this piece, and the other tegula and imbrex fragments from this context, were heavily encrusted with mortar and had clearly been reused.
	B.2.2 Fragmentary signature marks were noted on two tiles, one certainly and one probably a tegula, and a possible animal paw print on one.
	B.2.3 In combination, the building material suggests the presence of a substantial Roman structure in the vicinity of the present site.

	B.3 Fired Clay
	4.3.15 A single piece of fired clay weighing only 11g was recovered, from deposit 110 in ditch 108 in Trench 1. The ditch contained pottery of early Roman date.
	4.3.16 It was in a sandy clay fabric with frequent inclusions of chalk up to 1.5mm across.
	4.3.17 The fragment was somewhat abraded and had only one possible surface, which had the possible impressions of wattles of small diameter at right angles. It was therefore probably daub.

	B.4 Struck Flint
	B.4.1 A small assemblage of 26 struck flints, 11 natural pieces and 36 burnt unworked fragments weighing 226g was recovered from this evaluation (see Table 3 below). The assemblage was dispersed throughout several trenches but there was a concentration of fresh flintwork in Trench 6, context 604. The flints are generally in poor condition and the assemblage contains no fully diagnostic elements. One formal tool was recovered as was a single fragmentary core. The majority of the assemblage is made up of waste flakes and fine knapping debris.
	B.4.2 Flakes dominate the assemblage with 13 examples compared to three bladelets. Additionally, both retouched pieces and the sole example of a core maintenance piece were formed on flakes. In contrast to this, the only core recovered displayed bladelet removal scars and must be considered to be quite early in date.
	B.4.3 The two tools recovered consisted of a side and end scraper and a probable awl. The awl has broken at its distal end and survives as a right-sided notch with ventrally applied retouch down its left-hand side, strongly suggesting an awl-like tool. The scraper is more of a side denticulate and end scraper combination tool rather than a pure scraper form. It is quite short and neatly formed on a regular side trimming flake and, although technically undiagnostic, the blank shape and the quality of its technological attributes suggests a Neolithic or early Bronze Age date.
	B.4.4 The single group of note consisted of a small and fresh assemblage of seven pieces, six of which looked to have been struck from the same core or nodule. The assemblage contained two bladelets displaying platform edge abrasion and also contained a blade-like chunk that could be a burin spall. Such an assemblage would usually be seen as being early in date, either Mesolithic or early Neolithic. This cluster suggest that the trench is located in or near to a focus of early prehistoric activity.
	B.4.5 A small assemblage of one flake and three chips were recovered in sample <4>, Trench 1, context 114. They represent genuine struck material, slightly worn and most probably residual, but they are unlikely to have moved far.
	B.4.6 A small assemblage of three flakes and two small pieces of burnt unworked flint were recovered from sample <5> from Trench 4, context 405. These pieces are all considerably rolled and are clearly residual in nature but are very probably genuine.
	B.4.7 Trench 13 contained two ditches and each yielded some burnt unworked flint alongside a piece of interest. Ditch 1304 contained the bladelet core fragment while ditch 1308 contained the end scraper/side denticulate discussed above. This trench may be located at or near to another potential earlier prehistoric focus.
	B.4.8 One block of flint weighing 640g was recovered from context 1715 and probably represents construction material of probable Romano-British date.
	B.4.9 The flints recovered from the assessment indicate a limited presence in the evaluation area during earlier prehistory. The bulk of the finds are in moderate to poor condition and have been recovered from features that indicate that the flints are residual, mostly as finds in late Iron Age or Romano-British ditches.
	B.4.10 Two contexts are the exception to this. Firstly, context 604 represented a ring ditch of uncertain date and has yielded several fresh flints, struck from the same core. As such the likelihood that the feature may also be early prehistoric should be considered. The second context in which the flints are likely to be contemporary is oddly enough of Roman date. Context 1715 contained burnt flint fragments and a rectangular block of flint that most likely represents construction/foundation material for a Roman building.
	Table 3. Context inventory of struck and burnt flint

	B.5 Stone
	B.5.1 Of seven pieces of retained stone, two are unworked and unused (flint and sandstone). Three others are fragments of limestone slabs between 10mm and 15mmm thick (1 from 2108 weighing c 300 g and 2 from 2205 weighing 231g). The example from 2108 was covered with a coarse mortar, and had been reused in a Roman well. These may have been Roman roofing stones, although none contains a hole or other diagnostic features.
	B.5.2 The most noteworthy object is a fragment of rotary quern, probably a lower stone (521) of Lodsworth Greensand. Lodsworth Greensand was in use in the Upper Thames Valley from the late Bronze Age but was a particularly common quern material from the late Iron Age onwards (Shaffrey and Roe 2011). Its thin size (only 22mm) makes an Iron Age date unlikely and the material indicates that it is most likely to be early Roman in date (though a later date is not inconceivable).
	B.5.3 A block of clunch-like material was found in context 1715. It does not have any tool marks but has been deliberately shaped into a block. The width and thickness are similar to those of a modern brick, but the ends are broken so the length is unknown. It now measures >115 x 114 x 75mm.
	The quern should be retained, the other pieces can be discarded.

	B.6 Metal Finds
	B.6.1 There are just 14 metal objects, including eight nails. There are two copper alloy objects; the rest are iron. The objects come from 10 contexts. The finds have been fully recorded and the information entered onto an MS Excel spreadsheet.
	B.6.2 The metal finds include eight finds (Nos 4-6, and 9-13) from ditch fills, and these comprise. seven nails and a Roman T-shaped brooch of late 1st or early 2nd century date (No. 6; ditch 1103). The nails could all be Roman in date. Four objects were recovered from pits and include a hobnail and small piece of copper alloy sheet (Nos 1-2) from pit 410, and a nail (No. 1) from pit 1208. Pit 804 produced a knife with a thin blade and thin handle with an unusual decorative terminal (No. 3) which is probably Roman in date and maybe a surgical lancet or razor. Hollow 2207 produced part of small barbed spring padlock key (No. 14) again probably Roman in date.
	B.6.3 The final metal object is small knife (No. 8) recovered from grave 1804. The relatively small size of this knife, its blade of thick triangular section and its flat deep whittle tang suggest that this was probably of Saxon date, and this has been confirmed by radiocarbon dating of the grave (see Scientific Dating report below). The latter was the only metal find from the graves that were revealed in the evaluation.

	B.7 Slag
	B.7.1 Small fragments of possible fuel ash slag were recovered in Trench 5 from environmental sample <8> in fill 512 of pit 508. The pit is of early Roman date.
	B.7.2 These may indicate an industrial activity being carried out in the vicinity, but the material would merit more specialist investigation should further excavation of this pit be carried out.


	Appendix C. Environmental Reports
	C.1 Human bone
	C.1.1 A single fragment of human bone from skeleton 1085 was submitted for osteological analysis and sampling for carbon 14 dating. The fragment comprised the proximal half of a left femur. Most of the surface of the bone was affected by some degree of erosion (with the general morphology maintained, but some of the surface detail masked by erosive action), consistent with McKinley's (2004, 16) grade 3.
	C.1.2 The proximal epiphysis of the femur was completely fused, with no traces of the fusion line visible, indicating that this was probably an adult individual. Although the head of the femur had suffered some post-depositional damage, the maximum vertical diameter of the femoral head would have been in excess of 43mm. This feature alone is not considered reliable for an estimation of sex: a measurement of >43mm falls above the usual female range (a diameter of <43mm is more indicative of a female individual, whereas a diameter of >48mm is indicative of a male individual: Chamberlain, 1994: 11). No non-metric traits were observed. Marginal osteophytes were observed on the postero-distal margin of the femoral head.
	C.1.3 A fragment of the shaft of the bone, totalling 3.0g, was removed for carbon 14 dating. The remainder of the bone will be retained until it is possible to reunite it with the rest of the skeleton.

	C.2 Animal Bones

	Table 4: Hand-collected material: fragment totals and counts of loose teeth, numbers of fusion states and potential measurements by context number and species
	Key: loose maxillary teeth (mx), loose mandibular teeth (md), fusion data (ends), and potential measureable specimens (meas)
	Table 5: Sieved bones by sample number and species
	Table 6: Sieved fragment totals by feature number and date
	C.3 Marine Shell
	A single shell, a left valve from the european flat oyster Ostrea edulis L. weighing 32g, was recovered from context 1214 in Roman ditch 1213. The valve is in good condition, albeit it root-etched externally. Oyster shells are commonly found on Roman sites and consequently the find is unremarkable.

	C.4 The Charred Plant Remains
	C.4.1 Ten bulk samples were taken from the evaluation at Land off St Helens Avenue, Benson, Oxfordshire in August 2016. Samples <6> and <8> came from pit fills; all other samples came from ditch fills. Eight of the features contained Roman finds; samples <8>, <7> and <2> from Trenches 5, 6, and 13, and sample <5> from ditch 405 in Trench 4 were undated, but the fills of all of these were very similar to those of the dated Roman features, and it is likely that all of the material is Roman in date.
	C.4.2 While samples <1> (2118) and <2> (1312) were both originally thought to be waterlogged, examination of the samples during processing showed that no waterlogged material was present.
	C.4.3 The site consisted of two fields, and the samples from the eastern field (<1>, <2> and <3>) have a very different character from the majority of the material in the western field.
	C.4.4 This report provides a general indication of the quantity and diversity of material and recommendations are made for further work based on a scan of the flots.
	C.4.5 The samples were processed for charred plant remains (CPR) by water flotation using a modified Siraf style flotation machine. The flots were collected on a 250µm mesh and the heavy residue sieved to 500µm; both were dried in a heated room, after which the residues were sorted by eye for artefacts. The dried flots were scanned for charred plant remains using a binocular microscope at approximately x10 magnification. All flots of <50ml were completely scanned, with smaller proportions scanned from the larger flots (Table 7). The retrieved artefacts are discussed in the relevant specialist reports above.
	C.4.6 The flots ranged in size from 10ml to 500ml and most contained some modern material consisting mainly of fine plant roots, although in some cases modern seeds and insects were also noted. Most flots contained well-preserved charcoal with many samples containing large amounts of a size suitable for species identification (see Table 7 for details).
	C.4.7 The flots from the first three samples include abundant and well-preserved charred material. Modern material such as roots and modern seeds are much rarer in these samples than in those from features in the western field. All three samples contain an unusually high amount of grain processing waste including very large quantities of chaff in remarkably good condition, with rachises, spikelet forks and glume bases all present in very good condition. Sample <1> (context 2118) includes both charred and silicified wheat awns (1000+), the latter indicative of high temperature, low oxygen burning (Boardman and Jones 1990). Although grain is also present, in many cases it is clinkered and unidentifiable to species, probably as a result of high temperature burning; the majority of identifiable grain is extremely well preserved. The charred and silicifed material would appear to be largely composed of spelt wheat (Triticum spelta) although the quantity of material present means it is possible that emmer (Triticum dicoccum) is also present. Sample <1> contains a narrower range of material than samples <2> and <3>, including only a relatively small quantity of grain and wild seeds, possibly indicating that this sample is the result of threshing and/or winnowing and early stage de-husking (van der Veen 1992, 81-90). Charcoal is also well-preserved.
	C.4.8 Samples <2> (context 1312) and <3> (context 1715) are both also very chaff-rich. As sample <1>, they also contain a large range of chaff fragments including rachises and spikelet forks all in extremely good condition, and both also contain some silicified wheat awns although these occur in a much smaller quantity. However, these two samples are very rich in grain of a variety of types including barley (Hordeum sp.), oat (Avena sp.) and oat/brome (Avena/Bromus), although the vast majority of grain again appears to be wheat (Triticum sp.). Oat awns are present and possible barley rachises as well as occasional bread wheat (Triticum aestivum) rachises. Sample <2> also has very well-preserved oat floret bases which identifies it as cultivated (Avena sativa) rather than wild oat (Avena fatua). Both samples also contain a variety of wild plant seeds including cleavers (Galium sp.), various goosefoots (Chenopodium sp.), knotweeds (Polygonaceae), and grass seeds (Poaceae). Sample <2> also includes poppy (Papaveraceae) seeds in the scanned portion of the sample while sample <3> contains both charred and modern rushes (Juncus sp.) as well as a large number of uncharred elder seeds (Sambucus nigra) which are probably modern. These two samples may derive from later stage crop processing such as coarse sieving and de-husking as well as threshing and winnowing (van der Veen 1992, 81-90).
	C.4.9 By contrast with the eastern samples, samples <4> - <10> are much smaller in size and contain a larger proportion of modern material especially roots but also including seeds and insects. Land snails are present in all of these samples except for sample <7> with Cecilioides acicula being the most common. The majority of the Cecilioides acicula shells observed are transparent indicating that these are modern in date, the other land snails have not been identified at this stage.
	C.4.10 Sample <7> (604) contains very little charred material in the portion scanned, the majority of the volume consisted of modern roots, and while charcoal is present the majority is unsuitable for species identification.
	C.4.11 The remainder of these samples all contained a small quantity of grain, in most cases too badly damaged for species identification. The majority of identifiable grain would appear to be wheat with samples <5>, <6> and <9> all containing at least one extremely well-preserved grain within the scanned portion. Small fragments of chaff are present in samples <4>, <5>, <8> and <9>, however these are occasional small broken pieces with sample <8> being the richest with 3 observed fragments. Sample <6> also contains occasional silicified wheat awns. Oat/brome fragments are present within samples <4>, <6>, <8> and <9>. Given the small quantities of this material it may represent a contaminant growing within the wheat crop.
	C.4.12 The most productive samples from this part of the site are samples <5>, <6> and <8>. These samples contain a wider range of material in better condition and include a range of seeds from wild plants such as goosefoot, cleavers, knotweed, wild grass and at least two types of legume. Samples <6> and <8> also contain silicified field gromwell (Lithospermum arvense) in extremely good condition.
	C.4.13 The samples from the two geographically distinct areas of the site contrast both in the quantity and quality of plant remains with the eastern site containing extremely well-preserved and rich assemblages while the western site contains much less material in poorer condition. The well-preserved deposits observed appear to represent the waste material from crop processing before storage, while the high quality of preservation may be due to disposal very soon after burning with little disturbance in the interim period. Both suggest a focus of crop-processing in this part of the settlement.
	C.4.14 The condition and relative rarity of material in the western field would seem to indicate secondary deposition of material that may have travelled from its place of origin during field manuring or, in the case of the lighter material, have been transported by the wind.
	C.4.15 Charred plant remains are clearly well preserved in all parts of this site and sampling during any further phases of work should be in accordance with the most recent sampling guidelines (eg Oxford Archaeology 2010 and English Heritage 2011) with attention being paid to the eastern side of the site for spatial information on deposits. Any sampling strategies should ensure that as wide a range of contexts are sampled as possible.

	C.5 Scientific dating
	C.5.1 A radiocarbon age determination was obtained on a sample of human bone (left femur shaft fragment) from skeleton 1805. The sample was processed and measured by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) at the BETA Analytic laboratory in Miami, USA. The laboratory maintains a programme of quality assurance procedures under ISO/IEC 17025:2005 Testing Accreditation PJLA #59423 accreditation protocols.
	C.5.2 The resulting conventional radiocarbon determination of 1340 +/-30 BP (Beta-443756) is quoted in accordance with the international standard known as the Trondheim convention (Stuiver and Kra 1986) and has been calibrated to cal AD 650-690 or cal AD 750-760 at 95.4% confidence using the Intcal13 database (Reimer et al. 2013). The d13C measurement of -20.3 o/oo is within the expected range for bone, providing confidence in the result.

	Appendix D. Bibliography and References
	Appendix E. Summary of Site Details




	Figs_plates_cover_sept.pdf
	BEOSHAEV-cover
	BEOSHAEV-Figure8
	BEOSHAEV-Figure9b
	BEOSHAEV-Figure10
	BEOSHAEV-Figure11
	BEOSHAEV-Figure12
	BEOSHAEV-Figure13
	BEOSHAEV-Plates
	BEOSHAEV-Figure14

	Blank Page

