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SUMMARY

Comet Estates has submitted a planning application (082225/FO/2007/N1) to
Manchester City Council for the redevelopment of a plot of land situated at the
eastern end of George Leigh Street, within the Ancoats area of Manchester (centred
on NGR SJ 8509 9888). The land was used most recently as a car park, although an
archaeological desk-based assessment carried out in 2007 traced its development from
the late eighteenth century to the present day, and concluded that the site was likely to
contain buried remains of local significance. In particular, it was considered likely
that the remains of nineteenth-century workers’ dwellings would survive beneath the
modern ground surface.

Following on from the desk-based assessment, and in accordance with Conditions 5b
and 5c attached to the planning consent, the County Archaeologist for Greater
Manchester, who provides planning advice to Manchester City Council,
recommended that a programme of intrusive investigation was undertaken in advance
of the development of the site. In the first instance, an archaeological evaluation was
carried out, which was intended to establish the presence or absence of buried
remains, assess their significance, and the potential impact of the proposed
development on the archaeological resource. The evaluation was carried out by OA
North in February 2008, and comprised the removal of the modern surfacing over the
maximum feasible area of the proposed development site. This confirmed that well-
preserved buried remains of archaeological interest survived in-situ, namely the
remains of early nineteenth-century workers’ dwellings. Following consultation with
the County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, it was recommended that a
programme of further targeted investigation was carried out to compile a detailed
archaeological record of the buried remains to mitigate their ultimate destruction as
part of the development.

Detailed excavation of an area of some 200m² was carried out in March 2008, and
exposed further archaeological remains of high local, or even regional significance. In
particular, the remains of early nineteenth-century back-to-back dwellings were
exposed, together with evidence for their subsequent remodelling, almost certainly
undertaken under local authority control in an attempt to improve the sanitation and
living conditions of the urban poor.

The investigation has provided a detailed mitigation record of the buried remains of
archaeological significance across the site in advance of their potential destruction as
part of the proposed redevelopment of the site. This record should largely satisfy the
requirements of the archaeological condition attached to planning consent for
redevelopment. However, it is recommended that the archaeological importance of the
results obtained from the excavation are published in an appropriate manner.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Comet Estates has proposed to erect a new multi-storey car park on land
bounded between George Leigh Street, Radium Street, Poland Street and Silk
Street in the Ancoats area of Manchester (centred on SJ 85057 98857; Fig 1).
In consideration of the development proposals (planning application
082225/FO/2007/N1), Manchester City Council attached a condition to
planning consent that required an appropriate scheme of archaeological
investigation to be carried out in advance of development. In the first instance,
an archaeological desk-based assessment was required to identify, as far as
possible, the nature of the study area’s archaeological resource (Condition 5a).

1.1.2 In September 2006, Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) was
commissioned by Comet Estates to carry out the required desk-based
assessment. Research traced the development of the applications site from the
late eighteenth century to the present day, and concluded that the site was
likely to contain buried remains of local significance (OA North 2006a). In
particular, it was thought likely that the buried remains of early nineteenth-
century workers’ dwellings would survive. Moreover, it was considered
probable that any surviving remains would be immediately below the modern
ground surface, and that development of the site might have an archaeological
impact on buried remains, involving their damage or destruction as a result of
ground-reduction works. Whilst these remains were not considered to be of
sufficient archaeological significance to merit preservation in-situ, it was
concluded that a detailed archaeological record would be required to mitigate
their ultimate destruction.

1.1.3 Following on from the desk-based assessment, and in accordance with
Conditions 5b and 5c attached to the planning application, the County
Archaeologist for Greater Manchester recommended that a programme of
intrusive investigation was undertaken in advance of the development of the
site. In the first instance, an evaluation was carried out, which was intended to
establish the presence or absence of buried remains and assess their
significance. The evaluation was carried out by OA North in February 2008,
and comprised the removal of the modern surfacing over the maximum
feasible area of the proposed development site. This confirmed that well-
preserved buried remains of archaeological interest survived in-situ, namely
the remains of early nineteenth-century workers’ dwellings. Following
discussions held on site with the County Archaeologist for Greater
Manchester, it was recommended that a programme of further targeted
investigation, coupled with an appropriate level of post-excavation analysis, be
carried out in advance of development, and in accordance with an Updated
Project Design (Appendix 1).
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.1.1 The fieldwork undertaken followed the method statement detailed in the
approved Updated Project Design (Appendix 1), and was consistent with the
relevant standards and procedures provided by the Institute of Field
Archaeologists, and their code of conduct.

2.2 EXCAVATION TRENCHING

2.2.1 The uppermost levels were excavated by a machine fitted with a toothless
ditching bucket. The same machine was then used to define carefully the
extent of any surviving walls, foundations and other remains, after which all
further excavation was undertaken manually.

2.2.2 All information was recorded stratigraphically with accompanying
documentation (plans, sections and both colour slide and black and white print
photographs, both of individual contexts and overall site shots from standard
view points). Photography was undertaken with 35mm cameras on archivable
black-and-white print film, as well as colour transparency, all frames including
a visible, graduated metric scale. Digital photography was used extensively
throughout the course of the fieldwork for presentation purposes. Photographic
records were also maintained on special photographic pro-forma sheets.

2.3 FINDS

2.3.1 Artefactual procedures: all finds recovered during the excavations were lifted,
cleaned, bagged and boxed in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute
for Conservation (UKIC) First Aid For Finds (1998). Recovery and sampling
programmes were in accordance with best practice (current IFA guidelines)
and subject to expert advice.

2.3.2 Environmental procedures: a targeted programme of palaeo-environmental
sampling was implemented in accordance with the Oxford Archaeology’s
Environmental Guidelines and Manual (OAU 2000), and in line with the
English Heritage guidance paper on Environmental Archaeology (2001). In
general, bulk samples of 10-30 litres were taken where appropriate, to be sub-
sampled at a later stage.

2.4 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the Updated
Project Design (Appendix 1), and in accordance with current IFA and English
Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 1991). The paper and digital archive
will be deposited with the Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record
on completion of the project, with a synthesis (in the form of an index to the
archive and the report) deposited with the Greater Manchester SMR.
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3.  BACKGROUND

3.1  INTRODUCTION

3.1.1 An understanding of the archaeological and historical background of a site
provides the local context within which the extant structures and buried
remains can be assessed archaeologically. The following section provides an
outline of the natural setting of the study area, and summarises the historical
development of Ancoats, although the early periods of the area’s history are
largely omitted, as they are of little direct consequence to the present study.
The historical background has been compiled largely from secondary sources
and the sequence of available historic maps, and includes a chronological
account of the development of the site in terms of its occupants and uses.

3.2 LOCATION

3.2.1 The study area (centred on SJ 8509 9888) is situated within the Ancoats area
of Manchester, which lies on the north-east side of the city centre (Fig 1). The
site forms part of a plot of land bounded by George Leigh Street, Silk Street,
Radium Street and Poland Street, and forms part of the Ancoats Conservation
Area. The site comprises approximately 875m2, and occupies lightly less than
half of the entire plot of land (Plate 1).

Plate 1: Recent aerial view of the study area
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3.3 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.3.1 Topographically, the Manchester Conurbation as a region is within an
undulating lowland basin, which is bounded by the Pennine uplands to the east
and to the north. The region as a whole comprises the Mersey river valley,
whilst the rivers Irwell, Medlock, and Irk represent the principal watercourses
in Manchester (Countryside Commission 1998, 125). The topography of
Ancoats, however, reflects the shallow valley of Shooter’s Brook, a rivulet
that flows westwards from Newton Heath, through Ancoats and into the river
Medlock (Ashworth 1987, 22). Shooter’s Brook was culverted during the early
nineteenth century, and the topography of the valley has since been masked
considerably by urban expansion. The study area lies some 200m to the north-
west of Shooter’s Brook.

3.3.2 The solid geology of the area comprises Carboniferous sedimentary material
and a series of Permo-Triassic rocks, consisting mainly of New Red
Sandstone. The overlying drift incorporates Pleistocene boulder clays of
glacial origin, and sands, gravels, and clays of fluviatile/lacustrine origin (Hall
et al 1995, 8).

3.4 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND : DEVELOPMENT OF ANCOATS

3.4.1 The origin of the name Ancoats is uncertain, although it is likely to have
derived from the Old English ana cots, which may be translated as ‘lonely
cottage’ (Cooper 2002, 13). It was an area of open land throughout the
medieval period, considered by Swindells (1908, 19-26) to have been ‘an
almost idyllic rural backwater’, and was recorded in a survey of 1320 to have
formed one of eight hamlets within the township of Manchester (Harland
1861). It is likely that settlement comprised a few cottages and farmhouses
along Ancoats Lane, Newton Lane and Butler Lane, although the most notable
building in the area by the end of the medieval period was undoubtedly the
timber-framed Ancoats Hall, which overlooked the river Medlock on the
eastern fringe of the area (Miller and Wild 2007, 25).

3.4.2 Ancoats retained a semi-rural aspect until the late eighteenth century, when the
population of Manchester expanded at an unprecedented rate, and resulted in
the transformation of Ancoats into a key industrial suburb. This process of
industrialisation began in the 1770s, when land owned by the Leigh family
was sold to Thomas Bound, a builder, who then sold it on to others for
development. The focus for initial development was at the corner of Great
Ancoats Street and Oldham Road, and contemporary maps depict the main
elements of the existing street plan laid out on former fields of the area.
Building speculation then drove further expansion, with plots of land within a
grid pattern of streets being sold for development. An early stage in the
development of the area is depicted on William Green’s Map of Manchester
and Salford, which was surveyed between 1787 and 1794, and shows in
excess of 60 plots laid out.

3.4.3 The earliest factories in the area included several water-powered mills erected
along Shooter’s Brook, to the south of Union (now Redhill) Street. However,
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in seeking a solution to the inadequate power supplied to their waterwheels
from Shooter’s Brook, several firms experimented with steam power. A
notable example was Salvins’ Factory, where John Kennedy is reputed to have
first applied steam power to one of his spinning mules in 1793 (Lee 1972, 9).
In order to achieve this, Kennedy utilised a steam-powered pumping engine
that delivered water to a waterwheel, which remained the primary source of
motive power. Nevertheless, it was the breakthrough in the application of
steam power that created the explosion of factory building in Ancoats (Little
2004, 31).

3.4.4 The completion of the Ashton-under-Lyne Canal in 1796, and a proposal to
construct the Rochdale Canal through the area, offered the potential of cheap
and reliable transport for goods and materials to and from Ancoats. The
completion of the Rochdale Canal in 1804 coincided broadly with the efficient
application of steam power to cotton-spinning machinery, and a growth in the
national demand for textiles. A small number of enterprising firms seized the
opportunity presented by this combination of factors, resulting in the evolution
of a new breed of steam-powered mill building in Ancoats, and the creation of
the world's first industrial suburb based on steam power (Miller and Wild
2007).

3.4.5 Aspects of housing conditions in Ancoats: the rapid industrialisation of
Manchester from the last quarter of the eighteenth century was accompanied
with an explosion in the population; a local census in 1774 estimated a total of
22,481 inhabitants within the township of Manchester, whilst the census of
1801 recorded over 70,000 people, of which 11,039 resided in Ancoats
(Lloyd-Jones and Lewis 1993). By 1851, the total number of residents within
Ancoats alone had risen to 53,737, representing a local population far larger
than other entire towns in Lancashire, such as Burnley, Blackburn, Rochdale
or Wigan, and yet it lacked the basic amenities and institutions of self-
government.

3.4.6 Swindells (1908, 236) identified Thomas Bound as a pioneering force in the
early development of Ancoats during the 1770s, after acquiring part of the
estate of the Legh family and then land belonging to the Grammar School. It
seems that Bound divided his newly-acquired land into small plots, which
were then sold individually for development. He is listed in a trade directory
of that decade as a ‘builder’ (Raffald 1777), but in Bancks’ directory for 1800
Thomas Bound is registered as a ‘gentleman’, suggesting that he had
generated considerable wealth from property dealing.

3.4.7 The earliest dwellings for the new breed of factory worker were erected with
little legislative control. The Manchester Police Commissioners had sought to
apply a rudimentary form of building regulations as early as 1792, including a
requirement to provide party walls between properties. However, in the
absence of any practical way of enforcement, the regulations were largely
ignored (Hylton 2003, 152). Most of the workers’ houses built during this
period were erected without any form of water supply or sanitation; at best, an
open drain from an ashpit privy might have been installed down the middle of
the street or court (Parkinson-Bailey 2000, 35).
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3.4.8 There are several contemporary descriptions of Manchester’s nineteenth-
century housing stock, including that provided by Dr J Farriar in the
proceedings of the Board of Health in 1805, who noted that ‘the number of
damp and very ill-ventilated cellars inhabited in many parts of the town is a
most extensive and prominent evil...’. Farriar goes on to describe the average
Manchester workers’ dwelling as consisting of ‘two rooms, the first of which
is used as a kitchen, and though frequently noxious by its dampness and
closeness, is generally preferable to the back room. The latter has only one
small window, which, through on a level with the outer ground, is near the
roof of the cellar’ (quoted in Aspin 1995, 130).

3.4.9 A major step forward in housing improvement was provided by the
Manchester Borough Police Act of 1844, whereby all new houses were to be
provided with a properly built privy, and all existing houses were to have one
installed. The important effect of this Act was that it effectively outlawed the
building of back-to-back houses, and none were built in Manchester after this
date (Lloyd-Jones and Lewis 1993). Unlike earlier legislation, the 1844 Act
was enforced by a dedicated committee, which investigated some 9,400
dwellings in the first year alone, and by 1850 over one third of Manchester’s
dwellings had been ‘reconditioned’ (Hylton 2003, 153).

3.4.10 Further legislation introduced in 1853 had sought to address specifically the
problems of cellar dwellings. Investigations completed in preparation for the
legislation discovered 65 people living in eight cellars in one workers’
tenement in Ancoats. However, organised opposition from the property
owners, united as the Home Owners’ Guardian Association, ensured that
action against this class of dwelling was largely ineffectual (op cit, 154).
Renewed efforts commenced in 1867 with the introduction of the Manchester
Waterworks and Improvement Act, which specified the minimum
requirements for room sizes and window areas in dwellings, and also required
that every new house had a yard at the rear, which had to be at least 70’2. The
Act also required a minimum street width of 30’ (9.14m), or 36’ (10.97m)
where buildings were two storeys, and 45’ (13.71m) for buildings of three
storeys or more. The enforcement of these new regulations were facilitated by
a Medical Officer of Health, introduced by Manchester Council in 1868 as part
of the Artisans’ and Labourers’ Dwellings Act of that year. However, the Act
only dealt with single houses, providing for the gradual improvement or
demolition of sub-standard housing, and for the building and maintenance of
improved dwellings (Parkinson-Bailey 2000). In 1875, the Artisans’ and
Labourers’ Dwellings Improvement Act was introduced to provide the
mechanism of slum clearance, although no major slum clearance was carried
out until the 1880s.

3.4.11 In 1901, Manchester City Council bought 238 acres of land at Blackley with a
view to erecting affordable housing and addressing the problem of sub-
standard dwellings. Nearly 25,000 sub-standard houses were demolished
during the following 18 years, and back-to-back housing was ‘virtually
eliminated by 1913’ (Hylton 2003, 184). Nevertheless, as late 1954, there were
an estimated 70,000 homes unfit for human habitation in Manchester,
including many in Ancoats.
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3.5 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND : THE STUDY AREA

3.5.1 The development of the study area may be traced reasonably well from the
sequence of available historic mapping. The earliest reliable maps that show
the study area at a reasonable scale are Charles Laurent’s Map of Manchester
& Salford, published in 1793, and William Green’s survey that was published
in 1794 (Fig 2). These show the streets in Ancoats laid out in a grid pattern,
creating series of regular plots, with development apparently focused on the
Great Ancoats Street and Newton Lane (Oldham Road) area. George Leigh
Street, Poland Street, and German Street have all been established, and Silk
Street is laid out but is not named on the map. A large U-shaped building is
shown to have occupied the corner of George Leigh Street and German Street,
perhaps representing a small factory or warehouse. The rest of the plot is
shown to have been vacant. The study area is shown as unchanged on Bancks
and Thornton’s map of 1800, although Silk Street has been named (Plate 2).

Plate 2: Extract from Bancks and Thornton’s map of 1800

3.5.2 A slightly later survey of Manchester, published by Pigot in 1808 (Fig 3),
shows a new block of buildings to have been built along the Silk Street
frontage, crossing the northern part of the present study area. A smaller block
is shown to have adjoined the eastern end, infilling much of the plot along the
Poland Street frontage between George Leigh Street and Silk Street. Whilst
the detail of Pigot’s map is not especially clear, these new building may
represent terraces of workers’ housing.
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3.5.3 The next available map of the area is that produced by Pigot in 1819 (Plate 3),
which shows the blocks of presumed dwellings fronting onto Silk Street and
Poland Street to have been unchanged, and a new detached building to have
been erected on the George Leigh Street frontage. However, entries in
commercial trade directories suggest that the study area was subject to more
intensive development during the early 1820s. This included the construction
of Nadin’s Court, listed in the street register produced for one such directory
(Pigot and Dean 1822, 273), which was built across the centre of the study
area, and accessed from Silk Street. Two residents of Nadin’s Court are listed
in the same directory: Patrick McNally at No 1; and Thomas Rippitt at No 8,
both of whom were weavers, perhaps using part of their dwellings as
loomshops.

Plate 3: Extract from Pigot’s map of 1819

3.5.4 Bancks and Co’s Map of Manchester and Salford, published in 1831, provides
the first detailed nineteenth-century survey of the study area (Fig 4). This
shows it to have been infilled with buildings, the majority of which appear to
be workers’ dwellings. The properties behind Silk Street are depicted as back-
to-back court dwellings, which are apparently smaller than those fronting Silk
Street. A block of 12 back-to-back dwellings is also shown to have been built
along George Leigh Street, with access to the rear provided by Chadwick’s
Court, with a slightly larger building attached to the western end.

3.5.5 The layout of the study area during the mid-nineteenth century is depicted on
two detailed plans: the Ordnance Survey 60": 1 mile map of 1850 (Fig 5); and
Adshead’s Plan of the Townships of Manchester, published in 1851 (Plate 4).
Both maps show largely the same configuration of buildings as depicted on
Bancks and Co’s map of 1831. The layout of the back-to-back court dwellings
is clearly depicted on both maps, and those forming Nadin’s Court and
Chadwick’s Court are evidently smaller than those fronting Silk Street and
Poland Street. The maps do not show any cellar light windows associated with
any of the dwellings, suggesting that none had cellars.
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Plate 4: Extract from Adhead’s map of 1851

3.5.6 Adshead’s map also illustrates the large building at the western end of
Chadwick’s Court to have comprised two commercial premises fronting
George Leigh Street, and another at the corner of Poland Street and Silk
Street; this is confirmed by entries in trade directories. The former may be
identified as 111 George Leigh Street, which was occupied by the late 1870s
by a cotton waste dealer, whilst the adjacent property, 113 George Leigh
Street, was occupied at this time by a beer retailer (Slater 1879).

3.5.7 In 1893, the Ordnance Survey published the First Edition 25": 1 mile plan of
the area (Fig 6); the survey was also published in 1891 at a more detailed scale
of 10’: 1 mile. These plans show the row of back-to-back dwellings across the
centre of the study area to have been demolished, and appear to indicate that
the surviving back-to-back houses fronting Poland Street and George Leigh
Street were converted into two-roomed dwellings, presumably reflecting the
enforcement of the Manchester Waterworks and Improvement Act of 1867.

3.5.8 The next editions of Ordnance Survey mapping, published in 1908 and 1922
(Fig 7), show the site to have been subject to considerable redevelopment.
New terraced housing, with associated small yards to the rear, has been built
along the Silk Street frontage, subsuming Nadin’s Court. Similarly, the alley
marked ‘Chadwick’s Court’ on Adshead’s map of 1851 has been subsumed by
new structures or yards erected to the rear of properties fronting George Leigh
Street; it is uncertain from the detail shown on the Ordnance Survey plans
whether these properties were new houses, or a remodelling of existing
buildings. A new east/west-aligned alley is shown to have been built across the
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centre of the site, providing access to the rear of the properties. German Street
is also shown to have been re-named Radium Street during this period. The
1933 edition Ordnance Survey map depicts no change to the buildings (Plate
5), although it is of note that the houses on the opposite side of George Leigh
Street have evidently been demolished, representing the clearance of sub-
standard housing in Ancoats.

Plate 5: Extract from the 1933 Ordnance Survey map

3.5.9 Charles Goad’s insurance map, surveyed in 1928, provides a useful plan of the
study area. This shows the dwellings fronting Silk Street and George Leigh
Street to have been two storeys, with no indication for any cellars. The
building on the corner of Poland Street and Silk Street is marked as a three-
storey dwelling, whilst 127 George Leigh Street was a shirt factory, again of
three storeys. The buildings at the opposite end of the plot were evidently used
by various trades.

3.5.10 The Ordnance Survey map of the area published in 1956 shows the site as
largely unchanged, although the next edition of mapping, published in 1968,
indicates that the houses fronting Silk Street and George Leigh Street had been
demolished, leaving only the housing fronting Poland Street extant, together
with the commercial properties fronting Silk Street, and 109 – 113 and 127
George Leigh Street.
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4.  FIELDWORK RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 The archaeological fieldwork initially comprised the stripping of a single
trench measuring approximately 24 x 19m, exposing an area of 456m² (Fig 8).
This was targeted on a complex of workers’ dwellings, apparently constructed
in three blocks within the study area. This method of evaluation provided a
clear indication of the nature and extent of the buried remains, and allowed for
the accurate identification of those remains that merited a more detailed
archaeological record in advance of development.

4.1.2 Well-preserved archaeological structures and deposits were revealed across
the entire trench, with the upper in-situ deposits surviving at a depth of less
than 150mm below the present ground surface (Fig 7). The stratigraphic
sequence was dominated by the remains of workers’ housing constructed
during the late nineteenth century (Plate 6), although elements of earlier
dwellings were also revealed, together with deposits that represented
agricultural activity, pre-dating the urbanisation of Ancoats in the late
eighteenth century. The structural sequence was complex for the various
phases of dwellings, with those of the later phases obscuring, and in many
places destroying, earlier fabric. The central part of the excavated area was
selected for more detailed excavation, which was targeted on the agricultural
deposits and the remains of early nineteenth-century dwellings. The detailed
excavation examined an area measuring some 20m x 10m, exposing an area of
some 200m².

Plate 6: View looking east across the excavated area
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4.2 PHASE 1 (POST-MEDIEVAL )

4.2.1 The primary phase of activity on the site spanned the post-medieval period,
representing the rural landscape of the area prior to the rapid and intensive
development of Ancoats from the late eighteenth century; development of the
excavation area can be dated cartographically to the first decade of the
nineteenth century. The earliest anthropogenic deposit encountered comprised
a 0.14m depth of greyish mid-brown silty-clay (263), which overlay the
natural geology of plastic yellowish-brown clay. The layer extended across the
northern part of the site, and appeared to represent the vestiges of an
agricultural soil. Palaeo-environmental analysis of samples taken from layer
263 identified large quantities of waterlogged plant remains (Section 5.11
below), indicating that the environment of the site was a mosaic of damp,
waste and arable ground with some areas of shallow or slow-moving water.
Excavation of layer 263 yielded several fragments of clay tobacco pipe and
pottery, including sherds of Staffordshire slipware, tin-glazed earthenware and
stoneware, dating from the late seventeenth to the eighteenth centuries
(Section 5.2.2 below).

4.2.2 Layer 263 was cut by a flat-bottomed linear feature (252), aligned
approximately north/south, and parallel to boundary features depicted clearly
on Green’s map of 1787-94 (Fig 2). It measured 0.15m wide, and survived to a
maximum depth of 0.1m. Towards its southern end it had a 0.7m long spur on
its eastern side, surviving to a depth of only 0.06m. Both elements were filled
with a dark brown, peaty, organic silty-clay (251), which contained fragments
of pottery and clay tobacco pipe, and appeared to represent the truncated
remains of a drainage ditch. One fragment of clay tobacco pipe can be dated to
c 1640-80 (Section 5.3.1 below).

4.3 PHASE 2 (C 1800 – C 1808)

4.3.1 This phase comprises the construction of the earliest dwellings within the site
boundary, and may be dated on cartographic evidence to the early nineteenth
century. Pigot’s map of 1808 shows buildings along the entire length of the
northern boundary of the site, fronting Silk Street; no buildings are shown in
this position on Bancks and Thornton’s map of 1800 (Plate 2). The more
detailed map produced by Bancks and Co in 1831 (Fig 4) depicts these
buildings as a row of houses, each property somewhat larger than the
surrounding back-to-back dwellings. However, excavation revealed rear
entrances into these properties, and longitudinal partition walls without
evidence of doorways, strongly suggesting that these buildings were in fact
also constructed as back-to-back type dwellings.

4.3.2 Four complete dwellings, part of a fifth dwelling, and another small structure
dating from this phase were identified during the excavation (Fig 8). All were
of mould-thrown, hand-made brick construction, bonded in pale lime mortar,
and oriented parallel to Silk Street to the north, on an approximately north-
east/south-west alignment. A passage at the eastern end of this block may have
been of a contemporary build, and two rooms to the east appeared to have
been remodelled, but possibly contained fabric from this period.
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4.3.3 Room 1: the western room measured 3.38m (11’1") along its north/south axis,
and was probably of similar width, although this was not established with
certainty as much of the building’s footprint lay beyond the limit of
excavation. The south wall (112) of the building was of a full-brick thickness,
and was overlain partially at its eastern end by broken sandstone fragments,
which appeared to represent the remains of a threshold step. This wall was
truncated by a later drain at its junction with the single-skin east wall (110),
but appeared to be a continuation of a similar wall (106) continuing further to
the east, forming the southern wall of the adjoining room. The east wall almost
certainly abutted the south wall (again the junction had been largely destroyed
by the later drain), and extended beyond the limit of excavation to the north. It
was abutted on its western side by the north wall (111), which was of similar
construction. No evidence for a floor survived within the interior of the room.

4.3.4 Room 2: the room to the east formed a separate dwelling within the same
building as Room 1, demonstrated by the fact that a fireplace (114) in the
dividing wall between the two was keyed in, forming part of its original
construction. This fireplace was 0.91m (3’) wide internally, with 0.36m (14")
wide, single-skin hollow cheeks projecting 0.48m (19") into the room (Plate
7). Fragments of a sandstone flag floor survived in the southern and western
internal sides of the fireplace, providing some indication of the original floor
level within the room.

Plate 7: Remains of fireplace 114 in Room 2

4.3.5 The south wall (106) appeared to represent a continuation of wall 112, and
was of a full-brick thickness, 0.22m (8.5") wide, with the exposed upper
course laid in stretcher bond. The wall continued to the east, forming the south
wall of Room 3, suggesting that this dwelling also formed part of the same
building. It was butted by the eastern wall (116), which was of single-skin
construction, similar to the west wall (110). It did not continue beyond the
north wall (113), which it abutted. The north wall was offset slightly to the
south of that in Room 1, making Room 2 a more standard size of 3.48m
(11’5") wide and 3.35m (11’) deep.
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4.3.6 Within the north-east corner of the room, and butting both the east and north
walls, was a single-skin L-shaped wall (115). This was situated opposite a
reduction in the height of the south wall (106), which probably marked the
position of an entrance threshold, with the rectangular structure forming the
base of a staircase. The southern wall of this staircase had a slight southwards
return (Plate 8),
presumably marking
the jamb of a doorway
leading into the
ground floor room,
which would almost
certainly have been
occupied by different
tenants to those on the
floor above. The
rectangular area to the
north, bounded by
wall 115, presumably
formed an under-stairs
cupboard. A slightly
larger area of
sandstone flag floor
(248) survived within
Room 2, measuring
approximately 1.75 x
0.40m, and butting
wall 106. Plate 8: Staircase 115, Room 2

4.3.7 Room 3: this room also appeared to be contemporary with Room 2, as the
north wall (113) was continuous between the two rooms. Within Room 3, this
wall was overlain partially by a tipped, broken flagstone (120), although this
was probably demolition debris, perhaps relating to a single-course broken
brick floor (121) to the immediate north. This patch of floor was up to 1.25m
wide, and extended beyond the limit of excavation to the north. It was both
unbonded and uneven, suggesting that it related to the capping of a service
trench. To the east, a similar single-skin wall (117) almost certainly
represented a continuation of the north wall of Room 3, and butted the west
wall of Room 4 at its eastern end. The south wall was also interrupted at its
upper level with a 0.8m wide gap, which was infilled partially with two
courses of edge-set, machine-made brick (107), bonded in a black sooty
mortar, typical of the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. However, the
wall was continuous below this rebuild, which is likely to denote the position
of a removed threshold step, continuing a further 2.8m to the east, to the end
of Room 3, where it had a probable return to the north, in the form of a single-
skinned partition (123). This wall terminated level with the north cheek of a
fireplace (118), which butted the western side of wall 123. The flagstone floor
from the adjoining room (125) had cut-outs for a door frame, demonstrating
that the wall terminated at the position of a door between Rooms 3 and 4.
Fireplace 118 was of similar construction to that within Room 2 (114), having
an  internal width of 0.91m (3’), and retained the only remnant of flagstone
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flooring (119) within the room. A further flagstone immediately to the west of
the doorway into Room 4, tipped almost vertically down into the backfill of
the room, suggesting that not only had the floor been removed prior to
demolition, but also that a significant quantity of material beneath had also
been disturbed (Plate 9). Within the southern part of the room, an amorphous
hard surface comprising broken compacted brick and reddish clay tile (122)
appeared to represent a late phase of levelling of the site, rather than a repair to
the floor.

Plate 9: Fireplace 118, with pre-cut gaps in flagstone floor 126 for a door frame

4.3.8 Room 4: was a small room to the east of Room 3, which had direct
communication with Room 3, and probably also to the south. It was of similar
depth to Rooms 2 and 3, measuring 3.35m (11’), but was only 1.68m (5’6")
wide (Fig 8). It had a flagstone floor (125) throughout, comprising 25mm (1")
thick sandstone flags, each typically measuring 1.21 x 0.61m (4 x 2’), with the
exception of two areas of bricks in the south-east and south-west corners of the
room (Plate 10). That in the south-east corner (126) comprised a small
rectangle of three bricks, flush with floor surface, perhaps forming the base of
a pier, potentially housing a worktop associated with the larger structure (124)
in the south-west corner; this would, however, have blocked any access from
the south. The larger area in the south-west corner measured 1.07 x 0.76m
(3’6" x 2’4"), and comprised a mixture of brick and stone, and had a bullnosed
north-east corner. It was of unclear function, but possibly represented the base
of a wash-stand or copper boiler, and was similar to a feature (134) in Room 6,
which appeared to have been associated with a fireplace (133; Section 4.3.12
below). The south wall (108) was much later than that to the west (116), and
appeared to relate to Phase 5 remodelling of the structures, being bonded in a
black sooty mortar. It extended from the east wall of Room 4 (127), which was
of single-skin construction, bonded in pale lime mortar and continued beyond
the limit of excavation to the north, to within 0.51m (20") of wall 106 to the
west. The gap between walls 108 and 116 was infilled with four courses of
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brick, above brown plastic clay with demolition rubble (229), whereas the
walls either side extended to a depth of eight courses. A drain (264) exited the
face of wall 108, below the level of the passage to the south of the houses (Fig
9). The drain emptied into a brick-lined gully (Plate 11), and may relate to a
wash-house function for the room.

Plate 10: Structures 124 and 126, Room 4

4.3.9 Room 5: this room was larger than those to the west, being slightly deeper
(3.46m (11’4")), and significantly wider (4.42m (14’5")). The south wall (230)
differed to that to the west, in that it had an offset plinth below the lowest
course of the wall, which was set eight courses below floor level (Plate 11). At
its western end, the wall was overlain by a threshold step, which formed part
of the flagstone floor (130), which survived across c 30% of the room, mainly
in the western part (Fig 8). Patches of felt-based ‘linoleum’ were attached to
the flagstone floor in the northern part of the room (Plate 12), demonstrating
that the floor was modernised in a poor fashion during the later phases of
occupation.

4.3.10 The east wall (131) butted the south wall, and was of single-skin construction,
continuing beyond the limit of excavation to the north. It was abutted by the
north wall (128), which was of similar construction. The east wall housed a
central fireplace (129), which was slightly narrower than those to the west in
Rooms 2 and 3, and of different construction, comprising solid brick cheeks of
a full-brick thickness, rather than the hollow cheeks exposed in Rooms 2 and 3
(Section 4.3.4 above). This was keyed into the east wall to the depth of half a
skin, continuing through the wall to form a contemporary fireplace (133)
within Room 6, which was of an identical construction (Plate 13).
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Plate 11: Remodelled south wall of Room 4, with drain 264

Plate 12: ‘Linoleum’ adhering to flagstone flooring 130, Room 5

Plate 13: Fireplaces 129 and 133, Rooms 5 and 6
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4.3.11 Room 6: this room formed a pair with Room 5, and was of similar proportions
(Fig 8). The east wall (109), however, was of a full-brick thickness, forming a
return of the south wall (230), and continuing beyond the limit of excavation
to the north. It was butted on its western side by the single-skin north wall of
the room. The south wall of Room 6 had a projecting sandstone step near its
eastern end, providing
access from the
passage to the south.
However, this
entrance was
subsequently blocked,
with a course of edge-
set brick, bonded in
black sooty mortar,
infilling the step to the
floor level of Room 6.
The floor (135)
comprised 25mm (1")
thick flagstones of
varying sizes, but
each typically
measuring 0.91 x
0.61m (3’ x 2’). It
represented the most
intact element of
flooring surviving
across almost the
entire site (Plate 15).

Plate 14: Passage 7 and Room 8

4.3.12 A rectangular structure (134), similar to that in a corresponding position
within Room 4 (124), survived to a height of one course above floor level in
the south-west corner of the room (Plate 15). It comprised a single-skin wall,
bonded in black sooty mortar, abutting the southern cheek of the original
fireplace (133), which was of identical construction to that in Room 5, onto
which it backed. On its eastern side, structure 134 had a smaller (0.81 x 0.71m
(2’8" x 2’4")) rectangular extension of similar construction, which contained a
large fragment of a decorated, gamekeeper-type ceramic sink, suggesting its
use as a wash stand. Fireplace 133 also contained a course of bricks bonded in
black sooty mortar, narrowing its northern side by 0.41m (16"). These features
probably related to the remodelling of the fireplace for the insertion of a
kitchen range during the late nineteenth century (Phase 5), representing the
only evidence for such a feature within the site.
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Plate 15: Structure 134 and remodelled fireplace 133, Room 6

4.3.13 An aperture (231) in the base of the south wall (230) of Room 6 carried the
wall over an existing drain (267; Fig 9). The aperture was 0.48m (19") wide
and 0.38m (15") high, and had a flagstone lintel carrying the wall over the
drain below (Plate 16). Drain 267 was constructed prior to the dwellings to the
north, on an approximately north/south alignment, and comprised a single-
course deep brick base between single-skin, unbonded hand-made brick walls,
with a flat sandstone flag capping. This survived intact where the drain passed
through the wall at an angle of c 30º. The drain was truncated to the south-
west, although its construction trench survived as a U-shaped channel, 0.3m
wide, which was cut by a later east/west-aligned drain (253), 1.5m to the
south-west.

Plate 16: Drain 231/267 through wall 230
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4.3.14 Passage 7: to the east of Room 6, was a 0.76m (2’6") wide, north/south-
aligned passage (Plate 14). This is not depicted on Pigot’s map of 1808,
although the detail is poor, and it would appear unlikely that dwellings built
during this phase in this position were demolished and rebuilt slightly to the
east during the subsequent phase. Its western wall was formed by the external
wall of the building comprising Rooms 5 and 6, whilst the eastern wall (139),
forming the external wall of Room 8, was of single-skin construction, similar
to the partition walls to the west. The wall was truncated by later activity at its
southern end, and appeared to be butted to the corner of a wall of full-brick
thickness (136/137) at its northern end. This presumably formed the south-
west corner of a later building to the east, which lay almost entirely beyond the
limit of excavation. Its south wall (137) had a remodelled return to the south
(143) to abut an earlier wall (144), also of full-brick thickness, which formed
both the western wall of Room 9, and the eastern wall of a narrow room,
Room 8, between this building and Passage 7 (Fig 8). To the north of Room 6,
both the eastern and western walls were augmented by an additional skin,
bonded in dark sooty mortar, suggesting a late nineteenth-century date, and
overlying a broken flagstone of floor 138, within Passage 7 (Plate 14). The
intended function of this thickening is unclear, but hints at the introduction of
a step at this point in the passage.

4.3.15 Room 8: this narrow room measured 2.14 x1.21m (7’ x 4’), and lay in the re-
entrant angle between Passage 7 and the building to the east, Room 9 (Fig 8).
It appeared to have been remodelled heavily at its southern end, where the
west wall (139) was rebuilt to full-brick thickness, bonded in black sooty
mortar, to incorporate a rectangular structure (142; Plate 14), that measured
0.81 x 0.61m (2’4" x 2’). At its northern end, the east wall (144) was rebuilt
(143), possibly representing the blocking of a narrow doorway into Room 9,
suggested that Room 8 was an infilled stair from Passage 7. The south wall
was of similar, but single-skin, construction, abutting Room 9 at its eastern
end. No flooring survived within the room, which probably originally
extended slightly further to the south.

4.3.16 Room 9: this room had been heavily remodelled during later phases, but
elements of original fabric survived, allowing some interpretation of the
original structure. The east wall (147) was of a full-brick thickness, bonded in
pale lime mortar, observed to a depth of 1.05m, where it was butted by a
concrete floor (154). The wall almost certainly continued below this to form a
cellar to the property above, the ground floor of which was presumably raised
c 2’ (0.61m) above street level, unlike the structures to the west. At its
northern end, the east wall returned west as a wall of similar construction
(149), which appeared to have been constructed in English Garden Wall bond,
suggesting a similar bond would have been utilised in the construction of the
rendered eastern wall (Plate 17). At a distance of 1.3m from this return, the
north wall was truncated by the insertion of a doorway, with the western
0.35m of the wall being rebuilt (148) to create the door jamb, bonded in
slightly greyer lime mortar. The western jamb of the door marked the return of
the west elevation, which was rebuilt at its northern end, for a distance of
0.61m (2’) in very ragged broken brick, projecting slightly into Room 8, and
not to the full thickness of the earlier west wall (144) to the south (Plate 18).



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 25

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

Wall 144 was of similar construction to the north and east walls, although was
bowing heavily at its northern end.

Plate 17: Phase 2 walls 147 and 149, with rebuild 148, Room 9

Plate 18: Blocking wall 143 and inserted doorway 148, Room 9

4.3.17 At its southern end, the original west wall was cut by a modern feature, but a
probable eastward return of a wall (151) of a full-brick thickness was observed
below the concrete floor (154). A very fragile single-skin wall (152) butted the
east wall within Room 9, and possibly represented the original southern extent
of the room (Plate 19), which was subsequently extended (Section 4.6.7). It
did not, however, align with the wider wall (151), observed below floor level
to the north (Fig 8), suggesting that it may have represented an internal
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partition, or fireplace cheek within a room to the south in the original
construction.

4.3.18 To the south of this earliest phase of housing, remnants of a westward return
of Passage 7 survived. It is unclear whether these related to the Phase 2
structures, or whether this passage was formalised during/following the
construction of a further block of dwellings to the immediate south. This is
certainly the more probable explanation for the western survival of the
passage, where a U-section sandstone gulley south of Room 3 marked the
southern edge of a survival of flagstone flooring 165, three courses (0.25m)
below the floor level in the rooms to the north. The area of flags measured 2.3
x 1.33m, with the drain marking the central position between the Phase 2 and
Phase 3 housing, suggesting that it was laid at this time. A more fragmentary
area of flagstones (242), situated a similar depth (0.25m) below floor level,
and underlying flagstone floor 184 (Phase 5) in Room 14 (Fig 9), appeared to
represent the original surface of Nadin’s Court, and may have predated the
Phase 3 structures to the south.

4.4 PHASE 3 (C 1819 – C 1831)

4.4.1 This phase can be dated from the cartographic evidence to between 1819 and
1831, when Bancks and Co’s Map of Manchester and Salford was published,
showing the complete development of the site (Fig 4). This clearly depicts two
blocks of buildings to the south of those fronting Silk Street, with access to
each property being provided by a winding, unnamed passage. The detail
shown on the map suggests that the two new blocks comprised back-to-back
type housing, whilst erroneously implying that those fronting Silk Street were
larger properties.

4.4.2 The southern of the two additional blocks of housing lay almost exclusively
outside the excavation area, although the northern wall (191) was revealed
(Fig 9). The wall was of full-brick thickness, but only the upper courses were
excavated. It was impossible to determine any joints in the wall, which
appeared to be of a single built, although evidence from the northern end of
partition walls to the south hinted that the wall had been built in several parts.
Four such partition walls were observed, corresponding broadly to the position
of those to the north within later (Phase 5) structures. That within the western
part of the excavation (225) was keyed into the north wall of the dwellings
(191), and was of single-skin construction. The northern wall (191), which
was of a full-brick thickness, was overlain immediately to the west of its
junction with wall (225) by a sandstone flag, which formed a threshold step
through a doorway. To the east, the next partition (226) was of full-brick
thickness, suggesting that it was constructed as an external wall, and thus that
southern block of housing was constructed by different speculators at slightly
different times. The room formed between walls 225 and 226 was 4.48m
(14’8") wide, but no internal features were observed. A further partition
almost certainly lay beneath an area of brick flooring (209), measuring 1.6 x
0.9m. Two further north/south partitions (227 and 228) appeared to be keyed
into the north wall (191), forming a room 4.17m (13’8") wide (Fig 8).
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4.4.3 The central block of housing had been largely destroyed by Phase 5
remodelling of the site, although the fragmentary foundations of most of the
internal walls and several internal features survived in-situ (Plate 19). The
remains were, however, too poorly preserved to identify different
constructional phases, as was possible in the northern and southern blocks.

Plate 19: General view across the remains of the Phase 3 block of dwellings

4.4.4 Room 22: represents the north-western room of the central block of housing
(Fig 9). Only the east wall(163) survived within the excavation area,
comprising a full-brick thickness wall of hand-made, mould-thrown brick,
bonded in a pale lime mortar. Four broken bricks projecting into Room 22
from the wall face almost certainly represented the north cheek of a fireplace
(269; Fig 9), positioned 0.91m (3’) from the extrapolated line of the north wall
of the dwellings. The southern cheek almost certainly underlay a Phase 5
foundation. The fireplace appeared to have been constructed in similar style to
those in Rooms 5 and 6 (Plate 13), rather than those in Rooms 2 and 3.

4.4.5 Room 23: the north wall (164) was of full-brick thickness, and was of similar
construction to wall 163. In several places, the wall survived only as a scar of
lime mortar above silty-clay layer 263 (Phase 1). It was truncated beyond a
southward return (163), near the western limit of excavation, although both the
archaeological and cartographic evidence suggests that the dwellings extended
further to the west. Within the west wall, 163, there was no evidence of a
fireplace forming a back-to-back pair with that in Room 22 (269), as in Rooms
5 and 6, suggesting that the fireplace may have been situated on the more
severely truncated eastern wall (232) of the 4.45m (14’7") wide dwelling. The
south wall within Rooms 23 to 25 was destroyed by a later drain (250).

4.4.6 The room, and thus the building, was constructed over a brick drain (254),
which was aligned roughly perpendicular to the building frontage, apparently
emptying into a drain below Nadin’s Court to the immediate north, and
continuing to the south, below Room 27. It comprised three courses of single-
skin, unbonded hand-made brick forming the sides of the drain, set either side
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of a U-shaped channel, formed of three rows of broken brick (Plate 20). The
drain was capped with sandstone flags, and sloped to the north, stepping quite
sharply below the north wall of the houses (164). The feature appeared to
predate the dwellings, although it was presumably associated with their
construction, as the plot to the south, which it drained, previously lay empty.

Plate 20: Drain 254, below Room 23

4.4.7 Room 24: the north wall of this dwelling was formed by a continuation of that
from Room 23, but survived only as a mortar scar on the subsoil below. A
length of 1.1m of the foundation of the northern end of the end of the east wall
(235) survived, and was of similar full-brick thickness construction to the west
wall (232), but comprised almost exclusively broken brick. South of this
extant foundation, the east wall survived as a pale mortar scar. A brick pier
(171), again of full brick thickness, projected 0.61m (2’) into Room 24 (Fig 9),
and almost certainly represents a jamb of a fireplace, similar to that in Room
22 (269).

4.4.8 Room 25: the east wall of Room 25, (236) was only of single-skin thickness,
unlike those to the west, suggesting that it probably formed part of a separate
structure. The north wall had a small extent of in situ brickwork (Fig 9), but
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insufficient to allow any relationship with Room 24 to be established. A
mortar and red sandstone foundational scar of a 0.91m (3’) wide fireplace
(180; Plate 21), on the western side of wall 236, appeared to be set slightly
north of centre within the room (Fig 9).

Plate 21: Mortar scar of fireplace 180, Room 25

4.4.9 Room 26: this was of an irregular shape, with the south and east walls on a
slightly different orientation to those to the north and west, which were
consistent with the block of housing continuing to the west. This presumably
reflected the piecemeal nature of construction, particularly at the junction
between two courtyards. The north wall (237), which was again of a full-brick
thickness (Fig 9), appeared to return to the north (238), along the edge of the
passage forming the eastern end of Nadin’s Court (Passage 7), although the
junction was destroyed by a drain (239; Phase 5). Room 26 retains the only
element of the central longitudinal wall, 243, between the back-to-back
dwellings (Fig 9). It was of a full-brick thickness, surviving to a depth of six
courses (0.43m), within a narrow (45 – 70mm wide) foundation cut (246),
demonstrating that the wall was without an offset plinth. On its northern side,
wall 243 was butted by a perpendicular wall of a full-brick thickness (244),
forming the eastern wall of Room 26, which appeared to have been positioned
between Nadin’s and Adam’s Courts. This appeared to be of a slightly later
date, and had a three-course high offset plinth at its foundation. The remains of
a fireplace (245) survived on the south wall of Room 26, set 1.21m (4’) from
the junction with the east wall. It comprised two solid brick piers of full-brick
thickness, set 0.91m (3’) apart, and projecting 0.48m (18") into the room.

4.4.10 Room 27: whilst a mortar scar of the south wall of this dwelling survived in
parts, the only in situ structural remains were of the east wall, 232 (Fig 9).
This presumably formed a continuation of that observed between Rooms 23
and 24, comprising a full-brick thickness wall of broken brick. A 0.91m (3’)
wide fireplace (233) butted the wall face, and was positioned slightly to the
south of the centre of the dwelling, mirroring the position of those in Rooms
24 and 25 (Fig 9). The fireplace survives only as the lowest foundational
course, where it butts wall 232, but was probably keyed into the wall at a
higher level.



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 30

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

4.4.11 Room 28: again, little survived structurally, with the exception of the west
wall, 232. However, a short section of the south wall, 207, was observed in the
south-east corner of the dwelling (Fig 9). This was of similar construction to
the other walls observed within the central block of dwellings, and was formed
of such poor quality broken brick, that it was not possible to establish whether
the single extant course had a return into the east wall, 235, or was continuous
into Room 29. A similar fireplace (234) to that in Room 23 (233) was
observed against the western wall (232), forming a back-to-back pair, unlike
those in the dwellings to the north.

4.4.12 Room 29: mortar scars were observed for the majority of the south and east
walls (207 and 236), although the latter did contain occasional red sandstone
fragments, suggesting that this was used within the foundation. The basal
remains of a fireplace (266) was observed on its western side, within Room
29, set 1.83m (6’) from the south wall (191), and comprised the northern
cheek, with two full bricks at its western end, and a mortar scar to the east (Fig
9). Approximately 1m of the south wall, 207, survived at its western end,
where it was of similar construction to that within Room 28. The wall had a
straight edge, level with the eastern side of wall 235 (Fig 9), but fragmentary
nature of the wall fabric meant that this could not be interpreted as a butt joint
with any certainty.

4.4.13 Room 30: only the north wall of this room (243) was observed within the
excavation area, although the east wall almost certainly concealed below wall
221 (Section 4.6.15).

4.4.14 Room 31: two bricks keyed into the southern side of wall 243, and set 0.61m
(2’) apart, appeared to be too closely set to form a fireplace within the north
wall of the room, and possibly represented the only survival of a staircase,
within the central block of dwellings, similar to that observed within Room 2
(115). A short stub of wall (222) projecting from the face of a later, Phase 5
wall, 221 (Section 4.6.15) probably represented the remains of the north cheek
of a fireplace within Room 31 (Fig 9).

4.5 PHASE 4 (MID- TO LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY)

4.5.1 This phase is based on the cartographic evidence, and marks an important
stage in the development of workers’ housing during the late nineteenth
century. By the time of the production of the Ordnance Survey map of 1893
(Fig 6), the central block of houses had been demolished, also removing the
two narrow passages to the north and south, creating a healthier environment
for the remaining two rows of dwellings. The northern block of buildings was
also depicted in more accurate detail than earlier mapping, showing some, but
not all, of the cross walls between the front and rear dwellings. Two
rectangular structures built within this much larger courtyard almost certainly
housed privies. In-situ remains of the south wall of the western of these two
structures survived, and comprised a two-course high wall of hand-made brick
of full-brick thickness (197/204), bonded in a dark brown mortar. The wall
underlay the later wall 203 (Phase 5).
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4.6 PHASE 5 (LATE NINETEENTH TO EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY)

4.6.1 This phase represents a major remodelling at the turn of the twentieth century,
continuing the improvements of Phase 4. In particular, each back-to-back
dwelling was knocked through into a single property, and the two Phase 4
privy blocks were demolished and replaced with yards to each dwelling (Yard
10-14 and 16-21), shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1908. Each of these
contained an outhouse, representing major alterations to drainage and
sanitation, which would have improved hygiene and living conditions
considerably. Flushing water closets were introduced into each privy, with
many retaining evidence of porcelain toilets. Between the yards of the
northern and southern block of houses, a cobbled access street was also
inserted (Street 15), which, as it only served the rear of the properties,
remained un-named on contemporary mapping.

4.6.2 The yards differed slightly in size, simply reflecting a small variance in the
width of the dwellings, with the largest being that to the south of Room 3
(Yard 11), which also spanned the width of the narrow Room 4; this was
presumably subsumed into part of the same house at this time. Those to the
north of Street 15 were typically 4.57m (15’) deep, although the angle of the
dwellings to the street was slightly offset, making those at the eastern end
slightly deeper. Those to the south of Street 15 were deeper, measuring
approximately 5.87m (19’3"). Each yard had a rectangular privy measuring
approximately 1.83 x 1.07m (6’ x 3’6"), butted against the rear of the house,
but varying in position within the yard. All were of machine-made brick,
bonded in dark sooty mortar, with walls of a full-brick thickness.

Plate 22: Detail of ceramic drain gully 158

4.6.3 Yard 10: the privy within this yard (156) was positioned on the western side,
with a well-preserved flagstone floor (159), forming the majority of the yard
surface. A ceramic, glazed drain gully (158) to the immediate east of the privy,
against the original south wall of the building (106), was keyhole-shaped in
plan, measuring 0.43 x 0.28m (17 x 11") with the northern part housing a
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circular cast-iron grate (Plate 22). It presumably not only drained the yard, but
also collected rainwater via a downpipe from the roof.

4.6.4 Yard 11: the position of the privy (166) was unusual, in that it was not
positioned at one side of the yard, instead being placed 1.21m (4’) from the
east wall (168). This suggested that a doorway into the Room 4 was retained at
this time. No flooring survived within the yard, but the base of a drain gully
(162) was revealed in the south-western corner.

4.6.5 Yard 12: the privies within Yards 12 and 13 (172 and 176) were constructed
as a single episode, concurrently with the erection of the walls forming the
yard. Whereas all the yard walls were of a full-brick thickness, that between
the two back-to-back privies (175) was only a single-skin thick (Plate 23). The
remains of sandstone threshold steps at the southern end of the side-walls were
also observed in both privies (Plate 23). No flooring survived within Yard 12.

Plate 23: Back-to-back privies 172 and 176, Yards 12 and 13

4.6.6 Yard 13: this had the most complete survival of flagstone flooring (179),
covering all but the southern edge of the yard (Plate 24). A drain gully (178),
identical to that in Yard 10 (158), was placed in a similar position, with an
ornate brick spout (177) with floral motifs cut into the wall directly above it,
presumably serving the downpipe from the gutter above the dwelling.

4.6.7 Yard 14: the southern end of Passage 7, leading from Silk Street to Nadin’s
Court, was blocked at this time, with a wall of full-brick thickness (140),
forming an L-shaped yard to the south of Rooms 7-9. The passage through the
houses appeared to have had its level changed, presumably to accommodate
the higher floor level within the yards, which was 0.24m higher than that of
Nadin’s Court. This was clearly demonstrated in Yard 14, where a well-
preserved flagstone floor (184; Plate 24), sealed the earlier courtyard and its
associated drains. Room 8 appears to have been remodelled at this time, with a
small rectangular structure inserted into its south-western corner. Cellar 9 was
also heavily remodelled, with new walls (145 and 146) apparently extending
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the structure to the south. The western of these walls (145) was laid on a
flagstone foundation (153), a method also used for the wall (157) along the
northern side of Street 15, which was built on re-used sandstone flags (247).
The privy (183) within Yard 14 was placed in the north-east corner, to the
south of Room 9, with a drain gully (185) similar to those in Yards 10 and 13
situated to the immediate west.

Plate 24: Flagstone floors 179 and 184, Yards 13 and 14

4.6.8 Two large brick piers (150) of solid brick construction (Plate 25) appear to
have been associated with this remodelling of cellar 9. They were constructed
on a concrete floor 154, and were positioned centrally against the eastern wall
(147). Despite resembling fireplace cheeks, they were almost certainly of
Phase 5 or 6 date, and appeared to form the base of a support, probably to
something at ground floor level.

4.6.9 Street 15: the street inserted between the two rows of back yards was
relatively wide, at approximately 2.74m (9’). It was cobbled with granite,
rather than sandstone, setts (186), laid in north/south-aligned rows, apart from
a three-sett wide central, east/west-aligned gully. This housed a drain (187)
with a sandstone surround. The setts were a single-course thick, laid in a bed
of black sooty mortar, and were covered with a hard bituminous deposit (105),
presumably of much later date.
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Plate 25: Brick pier 150 and wall 152, Room 9

4.6.10 Yard 16: this yard was the western of those excavated on the southern side of
Street 15, and had the privy (192) positioned in the south-west corner. A drain
gully (195), identical to those to the north, was positioned on the eastern side
of the privy, within a well-preserved flagstone floor (194), which was cut
through the centre of the yard by a later pipe trench (Plate 26). A small
rectangular, brick structure (193) in the north-west corner of the yard was of
unclear function, but was presumably built around this time.

Plate 26: Floor 194, with a threshold step into the room to south visible in the upper corner

4.6.11 Yards 17 and 18: the privies in Yards 17 and 18 (198 and 205) were also
placed back-to-back, but unlike those in Rooms 12 and 13 to the north, the
dividing wall (203) was continuous through the privies at a full-brick
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thickness, suggesting it was the primary construction, with the privies built
against it. Almost no flooring survived within either yard.

4.6.12 Yard 19: this yard was poorly preserved, with much of the privy (213) in the
south-west corner having been destroyed completely. A small rectangular
structure (215) butting the south wall (191) at the eastern side of the yard, was
of unclear function, as was a small stub of wall (211) projecting from the west
wall of the yard (210), in the north-west corner.

4.6.13 Yard 20: only the southern part of the yard was preserved to any degree, with
the privy (217) placed in the south-west corner. A sandstone step down into
the yard was observed at the northern end of the east wall of the privy,
whereas the internal floor was concrete. A drainage gully (220), similar to
those exposed elsewhere, was placed adjacent to it, within a flagstone floor
(219; Plate 27).

Plate 27: Privy 217 with step into Yard 20, drain gully 220, and floor 219

4.6.14 Yard 21: only the very western edge of this yard was excavated, but the
position of the privy (223) was observed in the south-west corner, with part of
a flagstone floor (224) surviving immediately to the north, butting the full-
brick thickness west wall (221).

4.7 PHASE 6 (EARLY TO M ID-TWENTIETH CENTURY)

4.7.1 This phase forms the final phase of occupation of the houses on the site, and
represents an improvement of the larger drains into the sewerage system. A
large, east/west-aligned drain (250) was inserted underneath Street 15,
replacing or enlarging the existing drain under the road. The drain was aligned
approximately east/west below road 186, and destroyed the dividing wall
between the northern and southern halves of the central block of Phase 3
dwellings, and also a section of the Phase 3 drain 254.The road surface (186)
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was re-laid, presumably in its original format, but had slumped subsequently
in the centre, as the backfill of the new drain, which was at least 2m deep,
settled. A new, brick-lined gully (188) was also inserted into the street, at the
eastern end of the excavation area (Fig 8). A large drain (260) was also
inserted beneath Yard 11, presumably relating to drainage within the building
to the north.

4.8 PHASE 7 (MID- TO LATE TWENTIETH CENTURY)

4.8.1 This represents the demolition of the properties in the mid-twentieth century,
and its subsequent re-use as a car park. The demolition debris (103) was
typical of the period, comprising large quantities of brick rubble, glass,
ceramics, mortar and boiler waste, in a silty-clay matrix. A thick (up to 0.15m)
deposit of slate (104) amongst the backfill of Yards 12 and 13 (Plate 28)
sealed the demolition material, suggesting that the floors had been robbed
prior to demolition. It comprised exclusively Welsh slate, as did the
demolition material elsewhere, except in Yard 20, where Cumbrian slate was
recovered.

Plate 28: Slate demolition debris 104, Yard 12

4.8.2 The remains of the demolished buildings survived at a depth of only 120mm
below modern ground surface. The ground appears to have been left open
initially, but was levelled subsequently with an indurated bituminous deposit
(105), which was particularly thick in the slumped central section of Street 15.
This may have formed a ground surface prior to the addition of two make-up
layers (101 and 102) below a layer of asphalt, which provided a car park
surface in the late twentieth century (Plates 29 and 30).



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 37

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

Plate 29: Looking north-east across the site prior to excavation

Plate 30: Looking south-west across the site prior to excavation
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5.  THE FINDS

5.1 INTRODUCTION

5.1.1 In total, 852 artefacts were recovered from the excavation, the majority of
which date to the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. although several
fragments of earlier post-medieval material were also retrieved. In broad
terms, the finds were in reasonable condition, with little indication of abrasion,
implying that they had not moved far from their original place of deposition.

5.1.2 The assemblage was dominated by pottery (513 sherds), which was entirely
domestic in nature. Other material classes recovered from the excavation
included numerous fragments of decorative tile and glass, with lesser amounts
of clay tobacco pipe fragments and metal objects (Table 1). All artefacts
recovered during the excavation were retained for examination.

Material Category Count

Ceramic Pottery 513

Clay tobacco pipe 63

Ceramic building material 5

Decorative tile 116

Wig curler 1

Glass Vessel 110

Window 1

Iron Object 20

Copper Alloy Coin 2

Copper Alloy Object 2

Lead 2

Aluminium 1

Miscellaneous Plastic 2

Rubber 2

Stone 10

Organics Leather 1

Wood 1

Total 852

Table 1: Summary of the finds assemblage
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5.2 POTTERY

5.2.1 Phase 1 deposits that yielded fragments of pottery included layers 263 and
229, and the fill (251) of ditch 252. The earliest fragment of pottery from the
excavation was recovered from ditch fill 251, and comprised a small sherd of
Cistercian ware of a fifteenth- or sixteenth-century date. The fragment had a
fine slip decoration, consistent with known examples produced at Wrenthorpe,
Yorkshire (Moorhouse and Roberts 1992). Excavation of fill 251 also yielded
fragments of locally produced blackware, salt-glazed stoneware, mottled ware,
and creamware, cumulatively providing a date range spanning the seventeenth
to late eighteenth century. The latest material in the group is likely to have
been the fragments of creamware, which was being produced widely by 1760,
and dominated the cheaper markets by the end of the eighteenth century
(Barker 1999, 226). Numerous examples of plain creamware vessels,
including fragments of dinner plates, bowls and cups, were recovered from
deposits representing later phases of the site.

5.2.2 Layer 263 contained several fragments of Staffordshire slipware and mottled
ware, a buff-bodied earthenware covered with a streaked, mottled brown lead
glaze, which became popular from the mid-seventeenth century. It is
conceivable that the mottled ware was manufactured at Prescot, Merseyside,
where such wares were produced from the early eighteenth century (Davey
1987). The range of mottled ware forms recovered from the excavation
including pancheons, large dishes, cups, probable posset pots, and
honey/sweetmeat pots. Layer 263 also yielded a fragment of a stoneware
vessel with a brown speckled dip, probably representing part of late
seventeenth- or eighteenth-century bottle, and a sherd of tin-glazed
earthenware that is likely to be a product of the delftware industry in
Liverpool, which was established during the early eighteenth century (Archer
1997). Delftware was never cheap, reflecting the laborious process of
decoration involved in its manufacture, although it attracted a broad clientele;
a piece of delftware in a humbler home was often a treasured possession,
handed down through generations as an heirloom (Ray 2000, 5). However,
delftware had reached the height of its popularity in the decades 1720-40, and
demand declined rapidly thereafter; the industry was extinct by the end of the
eighteenth century, reflecting the introduction and rapid dominance of refined
earthenwares (Barker 1999, 226-7).

5.2.3 Layer 229 similarly yielded a group of pottery that can be dated to the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, including a fragment of blackware and
sherds of slipware. The provenance of the blackware is unknown, and whilst it
could have been produced locally, it may equally have been a product of the
documented kilns at Rainford, Merseyside (Davey 1987). Several fragments of
slipware had an external brown and inner yellow slip coat with trailed slip
decoration, perhaps representing part of a tulip-shaped cup of late seventeenth-
to eighteenth-century date (Barker and Crompton 2007). Two fragments of
slipware had inlaid and feathered decoration in yellow, brown and black slips,
and are typical of Staffordshire products of the period 1670-1710 (Barker
1999, 228). Other fragments of possible Staffordshire origin were recovered
from layer 229, included two sherds of a Metropolitan-type slipware with
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cream slip decoration, probably derived from a large bowl or dish, and may be
dated to the mid- to late seventeenth century. Layer 229 also yielded a
fragment of orange-glazed earthenware with a pinkish-buff coloured fabric,
and two fragments of very fine brown glazed earthenware. These sherds are
likely to have been produced locally, and perhaps date from the seventeenth to
early eighteenth century.

5.2.4 The majority of the assemblage comprised various types of late eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century pearlwares and creamwares, although other types of a
similar date were also represented. Common fabric types were ‘mocha’,
‘dipped’, annular and engine-turned wares (also known as industrial
slipwares). A notable example, recovered from Yard 19 (Phase 5), is an
engine-turned pearlware bowl fragment with annular decoration and a cut-out
body in a checkered pattern, dating to c 1810. Another bowl fragment from
Yard 12 (Phase 5), with annular bands and press-moulded fleur de lys, can be
dated to c 1790-1840. Fragments of annular ware were also recovered from the
fill ( 257) of pit 258, comprising blue, brown and black striped decoration,
dating to c 1800-10. Annular ware on a cream background was recovered from
wall 230 (Phase 2), and may be ascribed a production date in the last quarter
of the eighteenth century.

5.2.5 Hand-painted pearlware (floral) in polychrome colours dating c 1830-40 was
recovered from the fill of drain 264 (Phase 2). This deposit also contained
fragments of sponged ware of varying types, including an unusual fragment
sponged in purple with a pink annular band.

5.2.6 A wide variety of transfer-printed designs, including several types of
chinoiserie, was present amongst the assemblage. The fill (261; Phase 6) of
drain 260 produced several fragments of transfer-printed ware, including the
‘chinoiserie bridgeless pattern’ (Coysh and Henrywood 2001), and part of a
late eighteenth- or early nineteenth-century bowl. The popular pattern ‘Asiatic
pheasants’ (ibid) was recovered from several deposits, notably in Room 6
(Phase 2). Three fragments of the pattern ‘Chevy Chase’, a nineteenth-century
pattern depicting the battle between the Percy and Douglas families at
Otterburn (ibid), were also present in the assemblage.

5.2.7 Other finewares included Jackfield-type ware, including four fragments of a
tall cup recovered from Yard 18 (Phase 5). This yard also yielded fragments of
creamware, including an annular and mocha decorated vessel with a chequered
band.

5.2.8 It was notable that the coarsewares formed a smaller proportion of the
assemblage than finewares. The coarsewares included brown-glazed and
black-glazed red earthenware, and whilst it was not possible to ascertain the
precise form of these vessels, it is likely that they were pancheons or storage
vessels. The source of these vessels is unknown, although it is likely that they
were produced locally; pottery production centres in Manchester are not well
known, although a pottery on the western bank of Shooter’s Brook in Ancoats
is marked on Green’s map of 1794.
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5.2.9 Utilitarian wares were well represented amongst the assemblage, although few
could be attributed with confidence to specific forms. Fragments of a heavy
earthenware vessel with a grey glaze recovered from Yard 14 (Phase 5),
however, probably derive from a late nineteenth-century chamber pot.

5.2.10 Fragments of stoneware vessels were also present in the assemblage. These
included 11 fragments of a bottle that were recovered from Yard 11 (Phase 5),
imprinted with ‘Rob Nuttall, Manchester’. R Nuttall is known to have
produced mineral water at premises on Sutton Street, and latterly on Marsh
Street in Ancoats, between 1895 and 1905 (Miller and Wild 2007, 172). Other
fragments of stoneware in the assemblage included part of a vessel with
scratch or incised blue decoration, which was recovered from drain 231 (Phase
2) and Room 5 (Phase 2). These fragments are typical of the mid-eighteenth
century, and are likely to have originated from Staffordshire. Stoneware with
rouletted decoration, typical of the Nottingham industry but probably
originating in Merseyside, was recovered from several of the excavated rooms,
and may be dated broadly to the eighteenth to nineteenth centuries. This group
included fragments of a probable bowl from Room 12 (Phase 5), and part of a
cooking dish or tureen lid from drain fill 261 (Phase 6).

5.3 CLAY TOBACCO PIPES

5.3.1 In total, 63 fragments of clay tobacco pipes were recovered from the
excavation, including several fragments of pipe bowls, some possessing
makers’ stamps, which are closely datable. In particular, a complete bowl
recovered from ditch fill 251 (Phase 1), with a width of approximately 16-
18mm and imprinted with a maker’s initial ‘IW’ (Plate 31), can be dated to c
1640-80 (Oswald 1975).

Plate 31: Clay pipe bowl, with maker’s stamp, from ditch fill 251

5.3.2 In total, five bowls and 21 stem fragments were recovered from layer 229
(Phase 1). One of the bowls was partially broken on the rim, although the
shape and size of the fragment are indicative of an early seventeenth-century
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date; the spur of the pipe is marked with a dot and semi-circle. Another pipe
bowl is undecorated, but can be dated typologically to c 1720-60 (Davey
1985). Two bowls from drain 231 (Phase 2), depicting mirror images of two
men holding what appears to be a harp and possibly a staff with leaf
decoration along one spine, can be dated to the early nineteenth century. A
large clay pipe bowl recovered from Room 9 (Phase 2) has no decoration, and
is perhaps more typical of those used by the working classes during the
nineteenth century.

5.4 OTHER CERAMIC M ATERIAL

5.4.1 Ceramic building material: five fragments of ceramic building materials were
recovered from drain 259 and Yard 19 (Phase 5). These fragments did not
have any diagnostic
features, reflecting mould-
thrown technologies
common until the mid-
nineteenth century (Harley
1974). Conversely, an
ornately decorated
ceramic drain spout (177)
and associated gully (178)
was exposed in the wall of
Yard 13 (Phase 5). The
drain spout was
incorporated into a brown-
glazed brick of
conventional dimensions,
with relief decoration in
the form of a flower (Plate
32). The gully (178)
associated with drain
spout 177 was also brown-
glazed, with a similar
example being exposed in
Yard 10 (Phase 5; Plate
24). Other decorated drain
spouts have been found in
Ancoats, including a fine
example depicting a lion’s
head excavated on Loom
Street (UMAU 2008). Plate 32: Decorative drain spout 177, and drain gully 178

5.4.2 Decorative tile: a total of 116 fragments of decorative tile was recovered from
Yard 19 (Phase 5). The tiles vary in colours from aqua to various shades of
green and brown, some with press-moulded decoration. One or two of the tiles
have makers’ stamps, including ‘Afco’, accompanied with industrial buildings
standing out in relief, and possibly ‘Will and Co’. The date of the tiles is
uncertain, although they are likely to be from the early to mid-twentieth
century.
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5.4.3 Wig curler: a single fragment of a wig curler was recovered from drain fill
261 (Phase 6). Wig curlers were usually made of white clay, and whilst they
were popular during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, they
continued in use into the nineteenth century (South 2002).

5.5 GLASS

5.5.1 In total, 111 fragments of glass were recovered from the excavation, the bulk
of which represented glass vessels, although layer 229 (Phase 1) yielded a
fragment of window glass. In broad terms, the glass was in good condition,
and several complete vessels were present in the assemblage.

5.5.2 Most of the glass vessels were utilitarian and of a nineteenth- or early
twentieth-century date, although a few examples of finer vessels were also
represented. Brick drain 254 (Phase 2) produced several fragments of pale
blue glass with a slight patina, which may represent a perfume bottle;
fragments of an opaque vessel recovered from Room 17 (Phase 5) were also
likely to be part of either a scent
or tincture bottle. Both of these
vessels are probably of an early
nineteenth-century date.
Fragments of a dark blue wine
bottle, of a probable late
eighteenth-century date, were also
recovered from drain 254 (Phase
2).

5.5.3 Mineral water and milk bottles
were well represented in the
assemblage, most of which dated
to the late nineteenth or early
twentieth centuries; all of the milk
bottles were stamped ‘Lancashire
Dairies’. Several manufacturers’
names were present on the mineral
water bottles, the most prevalent
being ‘J Pratt & Son’ (Plate 33),
‘P Dowd’, and ‘R White’, all of
which were based in Ancoats or
the adjacent township of Newton
Heath (Miller and Wild 2007,
172). The firms of Patrick Dowd
and J Pratt & Son were both
established in Ancoats during the
1870s, the latter being based on
George Leigh Street until c 1909
(ibid). It is notable that these
drinks had been produced and
consumed in Ancoats, reflecting a
dominance of the local economy. Plate 33: J Pratt & Son bottle
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5.5.4 Excavation of Yard 13 (Phase 5) yielded a green decanter stopper, shaped in
the form a porpoise, dating to the later nineteenth century. It is possible that
this had been manufactured in one of the several nineteenth-century
glassworks in Ancoats that specialised in the production of fine table wares,
such as Molineaux Webb & Co on Kirkby Street, and Percival, Vickers & Co
on Jersey Street (Miller 2007).

5.6 IRON

5.6.1 The assemblage of iron objects was dominated by nails and iron-working
waste, which presumably derived from nearby iron foundries. None of the
objects contribute to an understanding of the site, and are of no archaeological
interest.

5.7 COPPER ALLOY

5.7.1 In total, four objects of copper alloy were recovered from the excavations.
Two of the copper alloy objects were coins, including a George III ‘Hibernia’
halfpenny (fourth issue), and a penny of George V. The halfpenny was
recovered from Yard 20 (Phase 5), but prtobably derived from the demolition
of Phase 3 properties to the south. The coin is of particular interest in that it is
an Irish issue, indicated by the harp marked on the reverse side, and produced
specifically for circulation in Ireland. It is thus most likely that the coin was
brought to Ancoats by someone from Ireland. The date stamped on the coin is
not entirely clear, although it was almost certainly minted in 1805 at Boulton
and Watt’s works in Soho, Birmingham. The coin displays very little wear,
and is unlikely to have been in circulation for more than ten years. The second
coin was recovered from the cobble sett surface (Street 15), and is dated 1914.
The other copper alloy objects comprised a fork and a spoon, which were
recovered from Yard 19 (Phase 5).

5.8 WORKED STONE

5.8.1 A small group of worked stone objects was recovered from the excavation.
The group was dominated by bottle stoppers.

5.9 LEATHER

5.9.1 A complete leather shoe was recovered from the excavation. The base of the
sole follows the line of the foot, rather than following a straight last style, and
the upper has cut-out decoration. These attributes are indicative of a late
nineteenth-century date.

5.10 RUBBER

5.10.1 Two rubberised objects were recovered from the excavation, both of which
were complete bottle stoppers with screw threads. One is stamped with ‘John
Ogden, Oldham’, and the second, recovered from Room 6, bears the stamp
‘Riley’s Patent’. Both stoppers are likely to date to the early twentieth century.
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5.11 WOOD

5.11.1 A single wooden object, comprising a machine-turned door knob from Room 3
(Phase 2), was recovered from the excavation. The door knob is made of
hardwood, probably beech.

5.12 THE PALAEO -ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE

5.12.1 Three environmental bulk samples were taken for the analysis of charred and
waterlogged plant remains, one from the fill (251) of ditch 252, and two from
a buried soil horizon (263), all deposits representing Phase 1 activity. It was
hoped that the samples would inform about the economy and environment
around the site prior to industrialisation.

5.12.2 The study of plant remains from archaeological sites is a valuable tool in
providing an understanding of the environment of an archaeological site. The
plant remains recovered from George Leigh Street are of considerable regional
importance as archaeobotanical records from post-medieval and pre-industrial
sites, at a time of enormous social change, in the North West are sparse
(Brennand 2006). The North West Regional Research Framework (Brennand
2007) highlights this period as having a high potential for research and, for
these reasons, the plant remains recovered from George Leigh Street have
been subject to detailed analysis to record the pre-urbanised environment of
Ancoats.

5.12.3 A ten litre subsample from each sample was hand-floated, and the flots were
collected on a 250 micron mesh and air dried. The flots were sorted with a
Leica MZ60 stereo microscope and the plant material recorded and identified.
The data are shown in Table 2. Botanical nomenclature follows Stace (2001).
Plant remains were scored on a scale of abundance of 1-5, where 1 is rare (less
than 5 items) and 5 is abundant (more than 100 items); the components of the
matrix were also noted.

5.12.4 Waterlogged plant remains were recorded in all three samples, but there were
no charred plant remains. The sample (1001) from ditch fill 251 contained
abundant waterlogged plant remains, deriving from a variety of habitats.
Some, such as Potamogeton cf polygonifolius (bog pondweed), would have
been submerged or floating in water, and others were from damp grassland,
woodland or streamsides, including Eleocharis plaustris (common spike rush),
Isolepis setacea (bristle club-rush), Carex elongata (elongated sedge) and
Juncus (rushes). Arable and open grassland plants, such as Resida luteola
(weld) and Raphanus raphanistrum (wild radish), were also recorded together
with taxa from non-specific habitats, including Ranunculus repens-type
(creeping buttercup-type). Coal and clinker was also present in the matrix, as
were pre-quaternary spores, which probably derived from the coal.

5.12.5 The two samples (1002 and 1003) from layer 263 contained moderate
quantities of waterlogged plant remains. The plants recorded were similar to
those identified in the ditch sample, and included cf Potamogeton (bog
pondweed), Ranunculus repens (creeping buttercup), Juncus (rushes), Resida
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luteola (weld), and Rubus fructicosus (blackberries). Some additional plants,
not identified in ditch fill 251 were also noted, including Persicaria
lapathifolia (pale persicaria) from cultivated or waste ground, Sambucus nigra
(elderberry) from woodland or waste ground, Lychnis flos-cuculi (ragged
robin) from wet ground, Galeopsis tetrahit (common hempnettle) and Lamium
sp (deadnettle sp) from a broad range of habitat types. Coal was again present
in the samples with pre-quaternary spores.

5.12.6 The archaeobotanical work undertaken on the sample recovered from ditch fill
259 and layer 263 has indicated that the environment of George Leigh Street
prior the urbanisation of the area was a mosaic of damp waste and cultivated
ground, with some areas of shallow or slow-moving water.

5.12.7 Analysis of the available historical maps for the site shows that the site was
largely vacant until the early nineteenth century, despite the development of
other plots in the immediate vicinity. Plants such as creeping buttercups,
brambles, elderberry bushes, deadnettles and hempnettles would have
flourished on the drier ground of this vacant land, whilst sedges, rushes,
ragged robin, marsh cinquefoil and bog pondweed are likely to have been
growing in the wetter areas and on the banks of, or in, the ditch. The
occasional seeds of weld and pale persicaria, and the fragments of wild radish
pod, may have been growing on nearby cultivated or waste ground.

CONTEXT NUMBER 251 263 263

SAMPLE NUMBER 1001 1002 1003

DEPOSIT TYPE/PHASE Ditch fill

(Phase 1)

Layer

(Phase 1)

Layer

(Phase 1)

VOLUME PROCESSED (LITRES ) 10 10 10

FLOT SIZE (ML ) 200 300 100

MATRIX COMPONENTS

Charcoal >4mm 1

Wood 1

Leaf fragments

Insect remains 2 1 1

Calcined mammal bone 1

Earthworm cases

Coal 3 2 2

Clinker/Cinder 3 3 4

Industrial waste 1

PRE-QUATERNARY SPORES 1

MODERN ROOTS 1 2

ARABLE AND CULTIVATED WEEDS



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 47

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

Persicaria lapathifolia – pale persicaria 1

Raphanus raphanistrum - wild radish pod fragment 1

Reseda luteola - weld 1 1 2

RUDERALS

Brassica  - cabbage family 1

GRASSLAND PLANTS

Rumex acetosella - sheep’s sorrel 1 2

WOODLAND /SCRUB

Rubus fruticosus - blackberry 1 2 2

Sambucus nigra - elderberry 1 1

Base of a thorn 1

BROAD ECOLOGICAL TYPES

Caryophyllaceae undiff-pink family 1

Cirsium -thistles 1

Galeopsis tetrahit – common hempnettle 1

Lamium - deadnettle sp 1

Potentilla erecta – tormentil-type 1 1

Ranunculus repens - buttercups 5 2 3

WET GROUND AND AQUATIC PLANTS

Carex cf elongate - elongated sedge 1 1

Carex lenticular type nutlets-sedges 3 2 2

Carex trigynous type nutlets-sedges 1 1

Eleocharis plaustris - common spike rush 1

Isolepis setacea - bristle club-rush 1

Juncus sp-rushes 3 3 3

Lychnis flos-cuculi - ragged robin 1

Potamogeton cf polygonifolius - bog pondweed 1 1 1

Potentilla palustris - marsh cinquefoil 1 1

Table 2: The waterlogged plant remains
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6.  DISCUSSION

6.1 INTRODUCTION

6.1.1 Ancoats is widely acknowledged as the world’s first industrial suburb based
on steam power (Miller and Wild 2007), and the programme of archaeological
investigation has provided a valuable opportunity to investigate the physical
remains of the initial development and urbanisation of part of the area during
the late eighteenth century. In particular, the excavation has facilitated a
detailed examination of a relatively large area of workers’ housing, a key
characteristic of this new urban landscape, and the evolution of the buildings
through to their ultimate demolition in the twentieth century. Moreover,
excavation has provided a rare snapshot of the environmental conditions of the
area immediately before the onset of urbanisation.

6.1.2 The results obtained from the excavation inform several of the initiatives for
archaeological research of the industrial and modern periods stated in the
current Archaeological Research Framework for North West England
(Newman and McNeil 2007; McNeil and Newman 2007). In particular:

• Initiative 6.10: ‘Sample appropriate deposits for palaeo-environmental
evidence wherever possible to gain information on the exploitation of
plants and animals…’ (Newman and McNeil 2007, 119);

• Initiative 7.6: ‘A study of the development of workers’ housing in
Greater Manchester and East Lancashire should be undertaken to
examine the development of different housing types…’ (McNeil and
Newman 2007, 139);

• Initiative 7.7: ‘Study the material culture of industrial workers’
households…’ (ibid);

• Initiative 7.12: ‘Study the development of the agrarian landscape in
those parts of the region that have previously attracted little attention’
(op cit, 142);

• Initiative 7.25: ‘Where threatened with possible redevelopment
excavations are required of now undeveloped and cleared former
working class areas regarded as slums’ (op cit, 147);

• Initiative 7.41: ‘The retention of later period artefacts and their routine
analysis as part of all archaeological excavation projects’ (op cit, 156).

6.1.3 The following section discusses the phased development of the site, based on
the results of the archaeological investigation. This is coupled with relevant
documentary and cartographic evidence, upon which the broad dating ascribed
to each of the identified phases has been largely derived.
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6.2 PHASE 1 (POST-MEDIEVAL )

6.2.1 The boundary features depicted on Green’s map of 1794 seemingly represent a
relic of the pre-urbanised landscape. Palaeo-environmental analysis of the fill
(251) of ditch 252, and the layers into which it was cut, has provided a rare
indication of the former rural environment of Ancoats. This landscape
evidently comprised a mosaic of damp, waste and cultivated ground, with
some areas of shallow or slow-moving water (Section 5.12.6 above).

6.3 PHASE 2 (C 1800 – C 1808)

6.3.1 William Green’s map of 1794 shows the initial stages of development of the
area, which was focused on the main thoroughfares of Newton Lane (Oldham
Road) and Ancoats Lane (Great Ancoats Street). This pattern of ribbon
development is consistent with the growth of Manchester during this period.
The site remained undeveloped in 1800, when Bancks and Thornton’s map of
Manchester was published, although the area was beginning to show an
increased density of buildings. It is not surprising, given this trend, that the
earliest part of the site to be built on was the northern edge, situated closest to
the busy access route into Manchester provided by Newton Lane.

6.3.2 The early nineteenth-century mapping is somewhat lacking in both detail and
accuracy, and the excavation has revealed that the initial development
comprised back-to-back type dwellings, most probably of a single room, with
a passage leading from Silk Street through to those at the rear. The dwellings
themselves appear to have been built by more than one developer, with Rooms
1-4, forming part of a separate building from Rooms 5 and 6 to the east.
Despite the structures only surviving to floor level, excavation has determined
the position and style of the fireplaces in each, with entrances also identified,
along with a probable staircase within Room 2. Identifying the basic plan
types for each house (Fig 10) has added to the present understanding of
construction methods, and also the living conditions within some of the
earliest dwellings of the urban poor. The small room (Room 4) at the eastern
end of the building comprising Rooms 1-3, was unusual, and appeared to
represent a wash-house/privy, demonstrating both the paucity of provision for
hygiene, and the individual solutions employed by different property
developers.

6.4 PHASE 3 (C 1819 – C 1831)

6.4.1 The first detailed map of the houses on the site, produced by Bancks and Co in
1831, shows several inconsistencies within the area of Phase 2 housing along
Silk Street. The evidence from the excavation strongly suggests that rather
than wholesale demolition and rebuilding of structures, this represents errors
within the mapping, most of which was of a much larger scale, and appears to
have been focussed on the factories. These errors are typical, having been
observed elsewhere within the locality (OA North 2007a), and are not even
consistent between editions of the Ordnance Survey mapping, demonstrating
the importance of examining the archaeological, as well as the cartographic,
record.
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6.4.2 Phase 3 represents the completion of the courtyards within the site, and is
typical of the early to mid-nineteenth century, when the population of
Manchester expanded at an exceptional rate. Again, the archaeological
evidence suggests that streets were formed of several properties built by
individual property speculators, rather than as whole rows, as suggested by the
mapping. This led to the creation of blind courtyards, and irregularly-shaped
structures, which typify the inner suburbs of Manchester.

6.4.3 The central block of housing was poorly preserved, having been demolished in
the late nineteenth century, and decimated by twentieth-century drainage
improvements, but nevertheless yielded significant archaeological
information. Drainage appears to have been an issue across the site, and may
explain the absence of cellars, with well-constructed drains being observed
below both the Phase 2 and Phase 3 dwellings. The houses appeared to have
been built either in shallow foundation cuts, or directly onto the earlier
subsoils, which appeared to have been levelled. Offset foundational plinths to
the walls were lacking during this phase, possibly reflecting the skimping of
materials that became common, as speculators attempted to maximise their
profits. Partition walls appeared to have been of a full-brick thickness, at least
below floor level, but incorporated large numbers of broken, or half bricks,
which were presumably available cheaply. All rooms appeared to have had a
fireplace and, with the single exception of that in the irregularly-shaped Room
26, were placed on the party walls, presumably with a single stack on the ridge
of the roof.

6.5 PHASE 4 (MID- TO LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY)

6.5.1 This phase is dated by the 1893 Ordnance Survey map, which is the next map
chronologically following the alterations during Phase 3. It provides evidence
for an increased effort to improve the conditions of the poorest housing during
this period through the removal of the central block of housing within the site.
This would undoubtedly have improved air and light quality, in addition to
relieving some of the pressure on sanitation facilities; new outhouses
constructed during this period may have been intended to reduce the spread of
infection that was rife in areas of such close-quarter living. As a phase
represented almost solely by demolition, it is difficult to identify within the
archaeological record, demonstrating the value of combining intrusive
excavation with detailed map regression analysis.

6.6 PHASE 5 (LATE NINETEENTH TO EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY)

6.6.1 The Ordnance Survey 1908 map shows the housing modernisation programme
to have been completed, and the creation of something resembling the
‘typical’ Mancunian terrace. Rear yards were constructed to each property,
each containing an outhouse, almost certainly containing a water closet,
marking an important change in the sanitation system of the city, as water
closets began to replace the previously favoured pail closets and privy
middens. A street gave access into each rear yard, and it is certain that the
properties were ‘knocked through’ at this time, forming a single, two-up-two-
down dwelling. The rear ground floor rooms were presumably converted into
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kitchens at this time, explaining the addition of wash-stands and copper boilers
observed in the northern block of dwellings.

6.6.2 Whilst there is a large body of documentary evidence relating to such
improvements in living conditions for the urban poor, it is generally difficult
to establish within the archaeological record on such a sweeping scale.
Improvements within individual properties are often recorded (eg OA North
2006b, OA North 2007a), but this appears to have been undertaken on an
individual basis. The demolition of a whole courtyard, and the subsequent
construction of yards and a new, well-built, street had to be undertaken at
municipal level.

6.6.3 Sanitation of workers’ dwellings had become a major political issue by the
mid-nineteenth century, as it had been identified as one of the main factors in
the appalling mortality rates amongst the urban poor. As late as 1890 the
Medical Officer for Health reported that he could find no other reason for the
abnormally high rate of mortality in the city than bad housing conditions
(Pearlman 1956). The mortality rate had averaged 26.9 deaths per thousand
per year over the previous five years, compared with a figure of only 20.9 in
Liverpool (ibid). This was almost certainly in no small part due to the
continued use of privy middens, and a lack of willingness to embrace the use
of water closets. Research into the incidence of typhoid fever in Nottingham,
undertaken by Dr Boobbyer between 1887 and 1896, demonstrated clearly the
health benefits gained by using water closets, with the incidence being only a
single case in 588 houses, compared with a case for every 120 houses with pail
closets, and for every 37 houses still using privy middens (Moore 1909, 14).

6.6.4 However, in 1871, the Sanitary Committee had reiterated the opinion that
privies and ashpits, properly regulated, were the best sanitation system for
Manchester, although a loophole in both the 1867 and 1868 Acts meant that
the number of privies actually provided was woefully inadequate; rather than
providing one privy for every three houses, a single privy with four seats was
often installed for a row of 12 houses, each of which might contain several
dwellings. Even by this relatively enlightened stage of the nineteenth century,
large blocks of back-to-backs were commonly only provided with a pair of
privies, with a common midden between. This was often little more than a
deep hole, usually brick-lined, but not water-tight, and regularly placed against
the rear wall of a cellar dwelling, separated solely by the single-skin, or full
brick thick cellar wall. Various accounts of ensuing damp, or worse still,
inundation of ‘liquor’ litter the documentary sources. The problem was
brought to a head by the Public Health act of 1875, which prohibited ‘the
conveyance of sewage and filth water into any natural water course’, and the
1876 River Pollution Prevention Act, which strengthened the earlier Act by
prohibiting ‘drainage and the putting of solid materials into streams’. Although
water closets were being installed into domestic dwellings by this time, the
cost and associated sewer adaptations necessary, made it unfeasible for
widespread installation into workers’ dwellings. In Manchester, the authorities
adopted the usage of pail closets in 1872, which, in its simplest form simply
replaced the privy midden by inserting a bucket, or pail, beneath the seat (Plate
34). This could then be emptied by ‘scavangers’ or night soil men’ and
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removed to a suitable site outside the city; Manchester Corporation purchased
a site in Davyhulme in 1881 specifically for the purpose (Pearlman 1956), the
‘soil’ having allegedly been secretly poured into the rivers Medlock and
Irwell, close to the processing plant in Holt Town (Platt 2005, 397).

Plate 34: Pail closet, reproduced from Gray 1884

6.6.5 This system was used throughout England, but was particularly popular in
Birmingham, Rochdale and Manchester (Gray 1884). The ash closet, a
variation of the pail closet, but with a separate chute to allow sifted ash to be
thrown over the excrement, was ideally suited to Manchester, with the ‘Dolly
Varden type being favoured (Parkinson-Bailey 2000, 40), and although
hygienically less effective than the earth closet, it was more suitable for use in
the inner suburbs of Manchester, where there was almost no ‘earth’ but large
quantities of ash. Uptake of pail closets was initially slow, with only 696
recorded in Manchester by 1873, rising sharply to 5,026 by 1875 (Wilson
1990, 127). However, following the 1875 Public Health Act, they were rapidly
installed throughout the city, with 59,931 recorded in 1880 (ibid). By the time
of the passing of the Manhood Suffrage Act in 1884, the programme was
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almost complete (Platt 2005, 396), although Manchester still retained over
20,000 privy middens. The council’s apparent obsession with the pail closet
system can be demonstrated clearly by the construction of 24 dwellings in
Holt Town in 1888 by the Manchester and Salford Workmen’s Dwelling
Company. These were designed to provide more commodious and hygienic
accommodation, with each house listed as containing a slop sink, an oven
range, coal bunker, concrete floors (timber in the bedrooms upstairs), and
constructed of salt-glazed brick to 5’ (1.53m), below limewashed common
brick (The Builder, 8 December 1888). Each was originally intended to have a
water closet, but this was changed to a pail closet at the request of the council
(Pearlman 1956), possibly due to its proximity to the processing plant.

6.6.6 In 1890, a consolidation of previous acts led to the production of a further
Artisans’ Dwellings Act, which not only extended the demolition rights of the
corporation, but sanctioned the principle of municipal house building,
effectively making the council responsible for slum clearance and rebuilding.
The previously ineffectual Unhealthy Dwellings Committee, formed in 1885,
used the new legislation to implement its powers. In Ancoats, the corporation
declared that the area bounded by Cornwall Street, George Leigh Street,
Bengal Street and Oldham Road was an ‘unhealthy area’ which could only be
remedied by redevelopment of the whole area under the Manchester
Labourers’ Dwellings Scheme of 1890 (Pearlman 1956). This led to the
construction of the Victoria Buildings, less than 150m to the west of the site,
which were completed in 1894, and represented a rare extant example an early
triumph in municipal social housing, comprising 237 two-roomed and 48
single-room dwellings within a five-storey structure, with a lobby, sink and
water closet for each pair of dwellings. A further, less imposing construction
of through cottages on Sanitary (now Anita) Street, immediately to the west,
provided single- and two-roomed flats, with much larger three-bedroomed
houses constructed on the George Leigh Street frontage, all under municipal
ownership. These schemes, accompanied the sanctioning of an effective
waste-water sewerage scheme in 1889, completed by 1894 (Vogele 1998),
following the construction of the Davyhulme Sewage Works (Parkinson-
Bailey 2000, 40), which acted as a catalyst for the adoption of water closets
within workers’ dwellings, with 24,300 installed that year, and 46,000 having
been installed in 1902, although still a secondary alternative to pail closets,
which still numbered close to 80,000 (Stanbridge 1976). The conversion
continued apace, but even by 1924, when 230,046 water closets had been
installed, there were still 1,108 pail closets and 35 privy middens in use
(Parkinson-Bailey 2000, 40).

6.6.7 The excavated remains demonstrate a complimentary alternative to the fine
extant municipal examples of inner city regeneration mentioned above, and
were probably converted by a speculative builder, following the earlier
corporation demolition of the ‘unfit’ Phase 3 central row of back-to-backs.
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6.7 PHASE 6 (EARLY TO M ID-TWENTIETH CENTURY)

6.7.1 This short phase comprises the final improvements in general drainage. Whilst
the Phase 5 improvements in sanitation had required an extensive overhaul of
the sewerage system, the survival of the structures beyond mass inner city
housing clearances of the inter-war period, meant that the late nineteenth-
century system required updating. It is noteworthy that no alterations to the
structures themselves were visible, with the possible exception of some cheap
felt-based ‘linoleum’ floor covering in Room 5, suggesting that living
conditions within the dwellings altered little in the final half-century of
occupation, with the exception of the installation of electricity, presumably
shortly after the passing of the Electric (Supply) Act of 1926.

6.8 PHASE 7 (MID- TO LATE TWENTIETH CENTURY)

6.8.1 This phase comprises the ultimate demolition of the houses, and the
subsequent re-use of the land as a car park. The archaeological deposits
suggest a rapid episode of demolition, probably as a result of slum clearance
by the local authority, a programme which was widespread throughout the city
by the end of Phase 5.

6.9 CONCLUSION

6.9.1 The archaeological investigation of the study area has provided a detailed
record of buried archaeological remains of high local, if not regional
significance. In particular, the excavated remains of former workers’ dwellings
represent a key element in the character of Ancoats: tracts of housing intended
solely for the occupation of the new urban working class (Roberts 1993, 15).
The net result was one of the most intensely-developed industrial townscapes
in the world, forming the manufacturing heart of Manchester: ‘Ancoats is to
Manchester what Manchester is to London’ (Manchester Chronicle 1849).
Whilst the remains were certainly not the best-preserved of those excavated
locally (OA North 2007a; UMAU 2008), they represent the first time that such
sweeping modernisation of early nineteenth-century dwellings have been
subject to detailed archaeological recording.
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7.  CURATION AND CONSERVATION

7.1 RECIPIENT MUSEUM

7.1.1 The Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester has been nominated as the
ultimate repository for the finds:

Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester,
Liverpool Road,
Manchester

7.1.2 Arrangements were made with the Museum prior to the commencement of the
excavations for the deposition of the complete site archive, and the Museum
Curator has acknowledged her willingness to accept the archive.

7.2 CONSERVATION

7.2.1 There are no conservation requirements.

7.3 STORAGE

7.3.1 The complete project archive, which will include written records, plans, black
and white and colour photographs, and artefacts, will be prepared for long-term
storage following the guidelines set out in Environmental standards for the
permanent storage of excavated material from archaeological sites (UKIC
1984, Conservation Guidelines 3), and Guidelines for the preparation of
excavation archives for long-term storage (Walker 1990).

7.4 DISSEMINATION

7.4.1 The complete results obtained from the archaeological investigation at George
Leigh Street are incorporated in this final excavation report. In addition to
Comet Estates, copies of the report will be forwarded to the Museum of
Science and Industry in Manchester, Manchester City Council Planning
Department, and the Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record.

7.4.2 In order to disseminate the results obtained from the archaeological
investigation to a national audience, a summary of the key findings should be
synthesised into an academic paper for publication in an appropriate
archaeological journal, such as the Industrial Archaeology Review, the journal
of the Association for Industrial Archaeology. A synopsis of this publication
paper is presented in Section 8, below.
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8.  PUBLICATION SYNOPSIS

8.1 INTRODUCTION

8.1.1 A text will be prepared suitable for publication as an article in an appropriate
academic journal, such as the Industrial Archaeology Review. In order to
highlight the important evidence for the development of the workers’ housing
excavated on George Leigh Street, it is proposed that the results are combined
with those obtained from similar recent excavations elsewhere in Manchester,
including those on Bengal Street (OA North 2007a), Oldham Road (OA North
2007b), Great Ancoats Street (OA North 2007c), and Bradley Street (OA
North 2005) in Ancoats, and Bury’s Court in Salford (OA North 2008).

8.1.2 The text will be supported by a number of graphics, comprising drawings and
photographs to illustrate the evidence, and, where appropriate, interpretative
phase drawings. The finished article will aim to present a high degree of
integration between the structural/stratigraphical history of the site, and the
documentary evidence. The following section represents a likely breakdown of
the proposed publication.

8.2 OUTLINE SYNOPSIS

1. Introduction

1.1 Setting

2. Background

2.1 Short history of the development of workers’ housing in Manchester

2.2 Development of Ancoats

3. The Archaeological Investigations

3.1 Brief description of the structures encountered during the
archaeological investigations

4. Synthesis

4.1 Chronological and technological discussion

4.2 Thematic context
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APPENDIX 1: PROJECT DESIGN

Oxford 
Archaeology

March 2008 North

GEORGE LEIGH STREET,

ANCOATS,

MANCHESTER

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION

UPDATED PROJECT DESIGN

Proposals

The following updated project design is offered in response to a request from
Mr Richard Haley, of Comet Estates, for a programme of detailed
archaeological excavation in advance of the proposed development of land at
George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester.
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1 BACKGROUND

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 In September 2006, Comet Estates commissioned Oxford Archaeology North
(OA North) to undertake an archaeological desk-based assessment of land
bounded between George Leigh Street, Radium Street, Poland Street and Silk
Street in the Ancoats area of Manchester (centred on SJ 85057 98857). The
principle aim of the assessment was to identify, as far as possible, the nature
of the study area’s archaeological resource, and was required to satisfy a
condition (No 5a) attached by Manchester City Council to a planning
application (no 082225/FO/2007/N1) for the redevelopment of the site.

1.1.2 Historical research demonstrated that the earliest building on the plot,
probably a factory or a warehouse, had been erected by 1793, and a row of
workers’ housing was added during the first decade of the 19th century. The
housing was focussed initially on the Silk Street and Poland Street frontages,
although a large proportion of the plot had been infilled with back-to-back
dwellings by the 1830s. Many of these had been demolished by 1893, whilst
the remaining back-to-back houses appear to have been converted into larger
dwellings by the removal of partition walls. The buildings were finally
demolished after 1956, and the land has since been vacant, although a tarmac
surface has been laid in recent years to facilitate car parking.

1.1.3 The desk-based assessment concluded that the proposed development scheme
area has a high potential to contain the buried remains of early 19th-century
workers’ housing, which are considered to be of local/borough archaeological
importance (OA North 2006). Moreover, it was considered probable that any
surviving remains would survive immediately below the modern ground
surface. It was concluded that development of the site may have a slight
archaeological impact on buried remains, involving their damage or
destruction as a result of ground-reduction works or the excavation of service
trenches, and is likely to require a mitigation strategy.

1.1.4 Following on from the desk-based assessment, and in accordance with
Conditions 5b and 5c attached to the planning application, the County
Archaeologist for Greater Manchester recommended that a programme of
archaeological investigation was undertaken in advance of the development
of the site. In the first instance, an evaluation was carried out, which was
intended to establish the presence or absence of buried remains and assess
their significance. This was carried out in February 2008, and confirmed that
well-preserved buried remains of archaeological interest survived, namely the
remains of workers’ dwellings. Following discussions held on site with the
County Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, is was recommended that a
programme of further investigation, coupled with an appropriate level of
post-excavation analysis, be carried out in advance of development. This
project design is for the required programme of archaeological excavation.
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1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology has over 30 years of experience in professional
archaeology, and can provide a professional and cost effective service. We are
the largest employer of archaeologists in the country (we currently have more
than 200 members of staff) and can thus deploy considerable resources with
extensive experience to deal with any archaeological obligations you or your
clients may have. We have offices in Lancaster and Oxford, trading as Oxford
Archaeology North (OA North), and Oxford Archaeology (OA) respectively,
enabling us to provide a truly nationwide service. Watching briefs, evaluations
and excavations have taken place within the planning process, to fulfil the
requirements of clients and planning authorities, to very rigorous timetables.
OA is an Institute of Field Archaeologists Registered Organisation (No 17),
and is thus bound by the IFA's Code of Conduct and required to apply the
IFA's quality standards.

1.2.2 Given the geographical location of Manchester, it is intended to co-ordinate
the project from our northern office in Lancaster, though the project team will
use the most appropriate resources from both offices. Between our two offices
our company has unrivalled experience of working on post-medieval sites, and
is recognised as one of the leading archaeological units in the country with
regard to dealing with Industrial Period archaeological projects.

1.2.3 OA North has considerable experience of the assessment, survey, evaluation
and excavation of sites of all periods, and has particular experience of
Industrial Archaeology in the North West having undertaken in recent years
excavation, survey, building recording and post-excavation projects in both
urban and rural environments; two major projects undertaken inter alia
(locally to Manchester) include the on-going programme of survey,
excavation, recording, and analysis of the Murrays’ Mills in Ancoats, and the
evaluation and excavation of the Jersey Street Flint Glass Works, also in
Ancoats. Of particular relevance, OA North has recently undertaken a series of
evaluations and excavations of former workers’ housing in Manchester,
including those at New Islington Wharf, Bengal Street, and Piccadilly Place.

2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1 ACADEMIC AIMS

2.1.1 The main research aim of the investigation, given the commercial nature of the
development, will be to compile a detailed archaeological record of a sample of
the buried remains of workers’ houses in advance of their ultimate destruction.

2.2 OBJECTIVES

2.2.1 The objectives of the project may be summarised as follows:

• to determine the plan form of the early 19th-century back-to-back
housing across the study area;
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• to compile a detailed record of the remains of the former back-to-back
housing within the area targeted for detailed excavation;

• to carry out a programme of post-excavation, and produce a final report
and archive;

• to publish the results in an appropriate manner.

3 METHOD STATEMENT

3.1 The following work programme is submitted in line with the aims and
objectives summarised above.

3.2 EXCAVATION

3.2.1 General Methodology: it is proposed that a large single area, measuring
approximately 15m x 12m (Fig 1), is excavated to exposed the foundation
footing of the early 19th-century back-to-back dwellings across the centre of the
application area. The area has already been stripped of modern overburden
during the evaluation phase, revealing the well-preserved remains of late 19th-
century housing. These remains have been fully recorded, and it is proposed
that they are removed by mechanical excavator of appropriate power operating
under close archaeological supervision.

3.2.2 The uppermost levels of overburden/demolition material will then be removed
using the same machine, fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, to the top of
the first significant archaeological level. The work will be supervised closely
by a suitably experienced archaeologist. Spoil from the excavation will stored
adjacent to the trench, and will be backfilled upon completion of the
archaeological works.

3.2.3 Machine excavation will then be used to define carefully the extent of any
surviving foundations, floors, and other remains. Thereafter, structural remains
will be cleaned manually to define their extent, nature, form and, where
possible, date. If the excavation is to proceed below a depth of 1.2m, then the
trenches will be widened sufficiently to allow the sides to be stepped in.

3.2.4 All information identified in the course of the site works will be recorded
stratigraphically, using a system adapted from that used by the Centre for
Archaeology Service of English Heritage. Results of the excavation will be
recorded on pro-forma context sheets, and will be accompanied with sufficient
pictorial record (plans, sections and both black and white and colour
photographs) to identify and illustrate individual features. Primary records will
be available for inspection at all times.

3.2.5 Context Recording: all contexts will be recorded using pro-forma sheets, and
details will be incorporated into a Harris matrix. Similar object record and
photographic record pro-formas will be used. All written recording of survey
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data, contexts, photographs, artefacts and ecofacts will be cross-referenced
from pro-forma record sheets using sequential numbering.

3.2.6 Photography: a full and detailed photographic record of individual contexts
will be maintained and similarly general views from standard view points of
the overall site at all stages of the excavation will be generated. Photography
will be undertaken using 35mm cameras on archivable black and white print
film as well as colour transparency, and all frames will include a visible,
graduated metric scale. Extensive use of digital photography will also be
undertaken throughout the course of the fieldwork for presentation purposes.
Photographs records will be maintained on special photographic pro-forma
sheets.

3.2.7 Planning: the precise location of all archaeological structures encountered will
be surveyed by EDM tacheometry using a total station linked to a pen
computer data logger. This process will generate scaled plans within
AutoCAD, which will then be subject to manual survey enhancement. The
drawings will be generated at an accuracy appropriate for 1:20 scale, but can be
output at any scale required. Sections will be manually drafted as appropriate at
a scale of 1:10. All information will be tied in to Ordnance Datum.

3.2.8 Human remains are not expected to be present, but if they are found they will,
if possible, be left in situ covered and protected. If removal is necessary, then
the relevant Home Office permission will be sought, and the removal of such
remains will be carried out with due care and sensitivity as required by the
Burials Act 1857.

3.2.9 Any gold and silver artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation will
be removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner according to the
procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996.

3.2.10 Finds policy: finds recovery and sampling programmes will be in accordance
with best practice (following current Institute of Field Archaeologists
guidelines) and subject to expert advice in order to minimise deterioration. OA
North employs in-house artefact and palaeoecology specialists, with
considerable expertise in the investigation, excavation, and finds management
of sites of all periods and types, who are readily available for consultation.
Finds storage during fieldwork and any site archive preparation will follow
professional guidelines (UKIC). Emergency access to conservation facilities is
maintained by OA North with the Department of Archaeology, the University
of Durham. Samples will also be collected for technological, pedological and
chronological analysis as appropriate. OA North employs palaeoecology and
soil micromorphology specialists with considerable expertise in the
investigation, excavation and analysis of sites of all periods and types, who are
readily available for consultation.

3.3 HEALTH AND SAFETY

3.3.1 Full regard will, of course, be given to all constraints during the course of the
project. OA provides a Health and Safety Statement for all projects and
maintains a Safety Policy. All site procedures are in accordance with the
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guidance set out in the Health and Safety Manual compiled by the Standing
Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers (3rd Edition, 1997). A risk
assessment will be completed in advance of any on-site works.

3.3.2 OA North has professional indemnity to a value of £2,000,000, employer's
liability cover to a value of £10,000,000 and public liability to a value of
£15,000,000. Written details of insurance cover can be provided if required.

3.3.3 Normal OA North working hours are between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday
to Friday, though adjustments to hours may be made to maximise daylight
working time in winter and to meet travel requirements. It is not normal
practice for OA North staff to be asked to work weekends or bank holidays and
should the Client require such time to be worked during the course of a project
a contract variation to cover additional costs will be necessary.

3.4 OTHER M ATTERS

3.4.1 Access to the site will be arranged via the Client/main contractor.

3.4.2 It is assumed that the Client/main contractor will provide a secure enclosed
area for the archaeological work to take place within. It is also understood that
the Client will provide access to toilet and temporary office facilities. All other
plant will be provided by OA North.

3.4.3 The Client/main contractor is asked to provide OA North with information
relating to the position of live services on the site. OA North will use a cable
detecting tool in advance of any machine excavation. The Client/main
contractor is also asked to supply OA North with the results obtained from any
geo-technical boring across the site, and any other information on ground
conditions that will allow a risk assessment to be formulated.

3.5 POST-EXCAVATION AND REPORT PRODUCTION

3.5.1 Archive: the results of the fieldwork will form the basis of a full archive to
professional standards, in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines
(The Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd edition, 1991) and the
Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage
(UKIC 1990). The project archive represents the collation and indexing of all
the data and material gathered during the course of the project. The deposition
of a properly ordered and indexed project archive in an appropriate repository
is considered an essential and integral element of all archaeological projects by
the IFA in that organisation's code of conduct.

3.5.2 The paper and finds archive for the archaeological work undertaken at the site
will be deposited with the Science and Industry Museum at Manchester, as this
is the nearest museum which meets Museums’ and Galleries’ Commission
criteria for the long term storage of archaeological material (MGC 1992). This
archive can be provided in the English Heritage Centre for Archaeology
format, both as a printed document and on computer disks as ASCii files (as
appropriate). The archive will be deposited with the museum within six months
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of the completion of the fieldwork. Except for items subject to the Treasure
Act, all artefacts found during the course of the project will be donated to the
receiving museum.

3.5.3 A synthesis (in the form of the index to the archive and a copy of the
publication report) will be deposited with the Greater Manchester Sites and
Monuments Record. A copy of the index to the archive will also be available
for deposition in the National Archaeological Record in London.

3.5.4 Report: four copies of a bound and collated final report will be submitted to
the Client within six weeks of the completion of the fieldwork. Further copies
will be sent to the Manchester Planning Department, the Greater Manchester
County Archaeologist, the Greater Manchester Sites and Monuments Record,
and the Museum of Science and Industry at Manchester. The final report will
include a copy of this project design, and indications of any agreed departure
from that design. It will include an historical and archaeological background to
the study area, an outline methodology of the investigation, and present,
summarise, assess, and interpret the results of the programme of archaeological
works detailed above. It will also include an assessment of the finds, which
will be accompanied by relevant proposals for detailed finds analysis and
conservation with costs.

3.5.5 A summary of the results produced from the archaeological investigation will
be published in the CBA North West magazine, although a more detailed
article will be provided should the results be of sufficient merit.

3.5.4 Confidentiality: the final report is designed as a document for the specific use
of the Client, and should be treated as such; it is not suitable for publication as
an academic report, or otherwise, without amendment or revision. Any
requirement to revise or reorder the material for submission or presentation to
third parties beyond the project brief and project design, or for any other
explicit purpose, can be fulfilled, but will require separate discussion and
funding.

4 WORK TIMETABLE

4.1 A two-week period should be allowed to excavate, clean, and record the
remains within the excavated area.

4.2 A report will be submitted within six weeks of the completion of the fieldwork.

4.3 OA North can execute projects at very short notice once an agreement has been
signed with the Client.
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5 STAFFING PROPOSALS

5.1 The project will be under the overall charge of Ian Miller  BA (OA North
Project Manager) to whom all correspondence should be addressed. Ian has
considerable experience and particular research interests in Industrial
Archaeology and, amongst numerous other projects, was involved in the
excavation recording, analysis and publication of the Netherhall blast furnace
site in Maryport, Cumbria, the excavation, recording and publication of work at
Carlton Bank alum works in North Yorkshire, and the excavation of Macintosh
Mill in Manchester. Ian also managed the archaeological work at Murrays’
Mills and the Jersey Street Flint Glass Works, both in Manchester.

5.2 The excavation is likely to be undertaken by Chris Wild BSc (OA North
Project Officer). Chris is an highly experienced field archaeologist, who has a
particular interest in Industrial Archaeology, and especially that of Manchester.
He recently directed the archaeological investigation of a complex of workers’
housing at Piccadilly Place in Manchester, and the former Burys Court
dwellings in Salford.

5.3 It is not possible to provide details of specific technicians that will be involved
with the fieldwork at this stage, but all shall be suitably qualified
archaeologists with proven relevant experience. It is anticipated that up to three
technicians will be required during the course of the fieldwork.

5.4 Assessment of any finds recovered from the excavation will be undertaken by
OA North's in-house finds specialist Christine Howard-Davis BA (OA North
Finds Manager). Christine has extensive knowledge of all finds of all periods
from archaeological sites in northern England, and is a recognised expert in the
analysis of post-medieval artefacts.

6 MONITORING

6.1 Monitoring meetings will be established with the Client and the archaeological
curator at the outset of the project. Monitoring of the project will be undertaken
by the Greater Manchester County Archaeologist, or his representative, who
will be afforded access to the site at all times.



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 70

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX

Context Room Description Phase

100 - Asphalt car park surface 7

101 - Sandstone rubble and hardcore make-up layer for 100 7

102 - Basal make-up layer for 100 7

103 - General demolition rubble. 7

104 12 Deposit of slate in amongst backfill. 7

105 15 Indurated bituminous deposit particularly prevalent over
road R15, but also observed elsewhere.

7

106 1, 2, 10 South wall of original northern block of dwellings 2

107 3, 11 Short rebuilt section of wall at east end of 106 5

108 3-6 Remodelled south wall of Phase 2 houses, east of 265 5

109 6, 7 Northern return of 230, forming west side of Passage 7 2

110 1, 2 East wall of Room 1 2

111 1 North wall of Room 1 2

112 1 Probable western continuation of 106, beyond excavated
area

2

113 2 North wall of Room 2 2

114 2 Fireplace within Room 2 2

115 2 Rectangular brick structure, probably staircase footprint,
Room 2

2

116 2, 3 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 2 and 3 2

117 3, 4 North wall of Room 3 2

118 3 Fireplace within Room 3 2

119 3 Flagstone floor within fireplace, Room 3 2

120 3 Flagstone floor within NW corner of Room 3 2

121 Brick floor butting north side of 117

122 3 Hard 'floor' of broken compacted brick and reddish clay tile 5
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123 3, 4 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 3 and 4

124 4 Brick and stone structure, south-west corner of Room 4 4/5

125 4 Flagstone floor within Room 4

126 4 Small rectangular patch brick in south-east corner of Room
4

2

127 4, 5 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 4 and 5 2

128 5 North wall of Room 5 2

129 5 Fireplace within Room 5 2

130 5 Flagstone floor within Room 5 2

131 5, 6 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 5 and 6 2

132 6 North wall of Room 6 2

133 6 Fireplace within Room 6 2

134 6 Brick structure, south-west corner of Room 6 4/5

135 6 Flagstone floor within Room 6

136 7, 8 Wall forming eastern side of north end of Passage 7 2

137 8 North wall of western part of Room 8 2

138 7 Flagstone floor within Passage 7 2

139 7, 8 West wall, Room 8 4/5

140 7, 14 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 7 and 14 5

141 7, 8 South wall, Room 8 2

142 8 Brick structure, south-west corner of Room 8 2

143 8, 9 Blocking wall, north-east corner of Room 8 4/5

144 8, 9 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 8 and 9 2

145 9, 14 North/south-aligned brick partition between Rooms 9 and
14

5

146 9, 14 East/west-aligned brick partition between Rooms 9 and 14 5

147 9 East wall, Room 9 2
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148 9 Rebuilt doorway, within wall 149 4/5

149 9 North wall, Room 9 2

150 9 Brick piers, possibly forming fireplace, Room 9 4/5

151 9 Sub-floor wall across Room 9 2

152 9 Short wall stub, south of 150 2

153 9 Flagstones below 145 5

154 9 Concrete floor, Room 9 4/5

155 10 West wall, Room 10 5

156 10 Privy in north-west corner of Room 10 5

157 10-14 South wall, Rooms 10-14 5

158 10 Drain in floor 159 5

159 10 Flagstone floor within Room 10 5

160 10, 11 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 10 and 11 5

161 11 Brick pier butting east face of wall 160 5

162 11 Drain in south-west corner of Room 11 5

163 11/23 North/south-aligned partition wall within Phase 2 housing 3

164 11/23 East/west-aligned north wall of central block of Phase 2
housing

3

165 11 Flagstones forming part of Nadin’s Court 2

166 11 Privy in north part of Room 11 5

167 11 Ceramic drain associated with 166 5

168 11, 12 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 11 and 12 5

169 12 Brick pier butting east face of 168 5

170 12/24 E/W-aligned north wall of central block of Phase 2 housing 3

171 12/24 Possible fireplace from Phase 2 structure beneath Room 12 3

172 12 Privy in north-east corner of Room 12 5
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173 12 Ceramic drain associated with 172 5

174 12, 13 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 12 and 13 5

175 12, 13 Dividing brick partition between privies 172 and 176 5

176 13 Privy in north-west corner of Room 13 5

177 13 Decorated spout inserted into south face of wall 108 5

178 13 Ceramic drain associated with 177 5

179 13 Flagstone floor within Room 13 5

180 13/25 Possible fireplace from Phase 2 structure beneath Room 13 3

181 13, 14 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 13 and 14 5

182 14 East wall, Room 14 5

183 14 Privy in north-east corner of Room 14 5

184 14 Flagstone floor within Room 14 5

185 14 Drain in floor 184 5

186 15 Cobble setts, street 15 5

187 15 Sandstone drain within 186 5

188 15 Ceramic drain within 186 6

189 16-21 North wall of Rooms 16-21

190 16 West wall, Room 16 5

191 16-21 South wall of Rooms 16-21 3

192 16 Privy in south-west corner of Room 16 5

193 16 Brick structure in north-west corner of Room 16 5

194 16 Flagstone floor within Room 16 5

195 16 Drain in floor 194 5

196 16, 17 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 16 and 17 3

197 17 East/west-aligned wall, north-east corner of Room 17,
parallel to 189

4



George Leigh Street, Ancoats, Manchester: Archaeological Excavation 74

For the use of Comet Estates © OA North: September 2008

198 17 Privy in south-east corner of Room 17 5

199 17 Ceramic drain associated with 198 5

200 17/27 Foundation trench of east/west-aligned wall for Phase 2
houses

2

201 17/27 Possible fireplace Room 27

202 17, 18 Foundation trench for wall 203 5

203 17, 18 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 17 and 18 5

204 18 East/west-aligned wall, north-west corner of Room 18,
parallel to 189

4

205 18 Privy in south-west corner of Room 18 5

206 18 Ceramic drain associated with 205 5

207 18/28 Foundation trench and part survival of east/west-aligned
wall for Phase 2 houses

2

208 18, 19 Foundation trench for wall 210 5

209 18 Brick floor in south-east corner of Room 18 5

210 18, 19 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 18 and 19 5

211 19 Stub of brick wall butting east side of 210 5

212 19/29 Foundation trench and part survival of east/west-aligned
wall for Phase 2 houses

2

213 19 Privy in south-west corner of Room 19 5

214 19 Ceramic drain associated with 213 5

215 19 Brick structure in south-east corner of Room 19 5

216 19, 20 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 19 and 20 5

217 20 Privy in south-west corner of Room 20 5

218 20 Compacted layer overlying 217 7

219 20 Flagstone floor within Room 20 5

220 20 Drain in floor 219 5

221 20, 21 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 20 and 21 5

222 21/31 Possible fireplace, Room 21 3
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223 21 Privy in south-west corner of Room 21 5

224 21 Flagstone floor within Room 21 5

225 S of 16 North/south-aligned brick partition south of 196 3

226 S of 17 North/south-aligned brick partition south of 203 3

227 S of 19 North/south-aligned brick partition south of 216 3

228 S of 20 North/south-aligned brick partition south of 223 3

229 11-15,
17-20

Silty-clay underlying Phase 5 remodelling 1

230 5, 6, 12,
13

South wall of north block of Phase 2 housing, butted by 108 2

231 6, 13 Drain aperture in 230 2

232 23, 24,
27, 28

Dividing brick partition between Rooms 23/27 and 24/28 3

233 27 Fireplace within Room 27

234 28 Fireplace within Room 28

235 24, 25,
28, 29

Dividing brick partition between Rooms 24/28 and 25/29 3

236 29, 30 Dividing brick partition between Rooms 29 and 30

237 26 Foundation trench and part survival of east/west-aligned
wall of Phase 2 houses

3

238 Below
14

Possible northern return of 237 into Nadin’s Court 3

239 Below
14

Drain cutting junction of 237 and 238 5

240 Below
14

Drain truncating north end of 238

241 Below
14

Drain with cast iron receptor, within floor 242 ¾

242 14 Remnant of flagstone floor below 185 2

243 26, 30 Foundation trench and part survival of east/west-aligned
partition wall of Phase 2 houses

3

244 26 West wall of Room 26 3

245 26 Fireplace within Room 26 3

246 26 Foundation cut for wall 243 3

247 26 Flagstone footing of wall 157 5
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248 2 Flagstone floor, Room 2 2

249 30 Remnant of brick floor, cut by drain 250

250 Below
15

Large deep drain below re-laid section of 186 6

251 Below
13

Fill of 252 1

252 Below
13

Narrow, shallow ditch cutting 263 1

253 Below
13

Ceramic drain at east end of 259 3

254 Below
23, 27

Large brick drain below Phase 2 housing 2

255 Below
13

Amorphous ‘pit’ cut into subsoil 229

256 Below
18

Amorphous ‘pit’ butting 207, below 210

257 Below
11

Ash-rich fill of 258

258 Below
11

Sub-circular pit butting south face of 108

259 Below
23

East/west-aligned drain below west end of Nadin’s Court

260 Below
11

North/south-aligned drain cutting beneath 107 6

261 Below
11

Upper fill of 260 6

262 Below
11

Primary fill of 260 6

263 Below
23-25

Pre-industrial soil horizon across northern part of site 1

264 4 Drain in wall 265 2

265 4 Blocked aperture within wall 108

266 29 Fireplace within Room 29 3

267 Below
13

Drain associated with 231 2

268 17 Area of brick floor, south of Room 17

269 22 Fireplace within Room 22
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