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Summary

In March 2014 Oxford Archaeology were commissioned by Sarah Maitland Parks to
undertake an archaeological watching brief during the excavation of footings for the
rebuilding  of  a  boundary  wall  at  The  Old  Vicarage,  2  Church  Close,  East
Hagbourne, Oxfordshire (SU 52571 88266). The watching brief revealed a probable
pit which produced post-medieval finds and an undated north-south aligned linear
feature adjacent to an existing property boundary. The diffuse western edge of this
feature may have indicated a hedge-line with the more well defined eastern edge
representing an adjacent ditch. The overlying deposits reflected the use of Vicarage
garden and comprised a buried soil horizon beneath a very humic deposit of varying
thickness which is likely to represent an imported topsoil.

1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work

1.1.1 In March 2014 Oxford Archaeology (OA) were commissioned by Sarah Maitland Parks
to undertake an archaeological watching brief during the excavation of footings for the
rebuilding of a boundary wall at The Old Vicarage, 2 Church Close, East Hagbourne,
Oxfordshire (SU 52571 88266)

1.1.2 The work was being undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (planning ref:
P13/S3138/HH).  A  specification  was  been  agreed  with  Richard  Oram,  Planning
Archaeologist  for  Oxfordshire  County  Council  detailing  the  Local  Authority's
requirements  for  work  necessary  to  discharge  the  planning  condition;  OA  then
produced a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) outlining how those requirements
would be implemented (OA 2014). 

1.1.3 All work was undertaken in accordance with local and national planning policies. 

1.2   Geology and geology

1.2.1 The site is centred on SU 52571 88266. The boundary wall to be rebuilt forms part of
the  perimeter  of  The  Old  Vicarage,  2  Church  Close,  East  Hagbourne,  Oxfordshire
(Fig.1).

1.2.2 The geology of the area is the Upper Greensand Formation of Siltstone and Sandstone
(BGS).

1.3   Archaeological background

Prehistoric
1.3.1 The hilt end of an Acton Park Phase dirk (1600BC - 1001BC) and the tip of a rapier

possibly of similar date have been recovered from a field c 375m to the south of the site
(HER 16074). Additionally, a decorated gold band has been recovered  c 750m to the
east of the site (HER 16088), although not closely paralleled in form it is thought to date
to the later prehistoric period. Otherwise little evidence for prehistoric activity has been
recovered from East Hagbourne and its immediate environs.
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Roman
1.3.2 Similarly, the only evidence for Roman activity is from a findspot c750m to the south of

the site (HER 16979), where up to 100 sherds from oxidised and reduced wares are
reported to have been recovered during fieldwalking, although only a small sample of
these have been verified as Roman and medieval and post-medieval wares were also
present within the sample examined. 

Medieval
1.3.3 The  Victoria  County  History  of  Berkshire  suggests  that  the  earliest  documentary

evidence for a settlement at Hagbourne is in the form of "a spurious charter dated 891
and contained in the 12th-century chartulary of St. Swithun, Winchester,”  according to
which “Bishop Denewulf surrendered to King Alfred land in Cholsey with the two vills
(villulae)  thereto  belonging,  viz.,  Hagbourne  and  Basildon,  in  exchange  for  land  at
Hurstbourne (Hants)  and elsewhere.  The boundaries of  Hagbourne set  forth  in this
charter show that it then included Upton." (VCH, 1923, 'Hagbourne').

1.3.4 The settlement is also entered in The Doomsday Book (1086) as  Hachebourne .  The
site lies 50m to the north-east of the 12th century Church of St Andrew, which would
have formed the focus of early settlement and could potentially lie on or near to the site
of an earlier church, as the Doomsday book also refers to "Reinbald the priest" residing
there. 

1.3.5 The  site  is  located  40m west  of  Scheduled  Ancient  Monument  of  East  Hagbourne
village cross (SAM 28156), which dates to around the 15th century.

Post-medieval
1.3.6 The village has numerous listed buildings, the majority of which date to the mid-late

17th  century  and  many  are  likely  to  have  been  constructed  following  a  fire  which
destroyed much of the village on 10 March 1659 (VCH, 1923).

1.3.7 The wall  which has been rebuilt  forms the boundary of  the Grade II  listed late-17th
century Old Vicarage (HER 21144 - listed as "Trevethick"). 

2  WATCHING BRIEF AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims

General
� To determine the presence or absence of any archaeological remains which may

survive.

� To determine or confirm the approximate extent of any surviving remains.

� To  determine  the  date  range  of  any  surviving  remains  by  artefactual  or  other
means.

� To determine the condition and state of preservation of any remains.

� To  determine  the  degree  of  complexity  of  any  surviving  horizontal  or  vertical
stratigraphy.

� To  assess  the  associations  and  implications  of  any  remains  encountered  with
reference to the historic landscape.
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� To  determine  the  potential  of  the  site  to  provide  palaeoenvironmental  and/or
economic evidence, and the forms in which such evidence may survive.

� To determine the implications of any remains with reference to economy, status,
utility and social activity.

� To  determine  or  confirm  the  likely  range,  quality  and  quantity  of  the  artifactual
evidence present.

2.2   Methodology

Watching Brief
2.2.1 The  watching  brief  monitored  the  excavation  of  the  strip  foundation  trench  for  the

concrete footings of the new wall. 

3  RESULTS

3.1.1 The groundworks comprised the excavation of a trench measuring approximately 0.6m
wide with the north-south orientated section measuring 28m long and the east-west
section  15m  long  (Fig.  2).  The  trench  varied  in  depth  from  0.6m  to  1.1m,  which
reflected the varying thickness in the existing topsoil deposits.

3.1.2 The earliest deposit encountered was the upper greensand, which was overlain by a
buried soil horizon comprising a dark grey silty clay approximately 0.3m thick, although
the interface between this deposit and the underlying greensand was diffuse. At the
southern end of the trench, the greensand was cut by the north-eastern extent of a
probable  pit  which  contained  a  single  corner  fragment  from  a  tile  in  a  common
Oxfordshire fabric.  Whilst  not closely datable,  the tile is likely to be late-medieval  in
origin (Leigh Allen/John Cotter pers. comm.). The relationship between this feature and
the buried soil was unclear as the pit fill was very similar in composition to the soil.

3.1.3 Approximately 5.25m from the western end of the east-west orientated section of the
trench, the greensand was cut by a north west - south east aligned linear feature. The
eastern edge of this feature was well defined, but the western edge was fairly diffuse
and no finds were recovered. It is possible that the diffuse western edge of the feature
may have indicated a hedge-line with the more well defined eastern edge representing
an adjacent ditch. As with the probable pit, the relationship between this feature and the
buried soil was unclear.

3.1.4 With the exception of the southernmost 10m of the trench, the buried soil was overlain
by a very dark grey humic silty loam which is likely to represent an imported topsoil.

© Oxford Archaeology Page 5 of 8 April 2014



Archaeological  Watching Brief Report The Old Vicarage, East Hagbourne v.1

4  DISCUSSION

4.1.1 The function of the probable pit at the southern end of the trench is unclear, although it
is  possibly of  late-medieval  date (see above).  As only the north-eastern corner was
revealed within the trench - and therefore the majority of the feature lay to the west of
the  boundary  wall  -  it  is  possible  that  this  feature  is  actually  associated  with  the
adjacent property, and potentially with a configuration of buildings fronting onto Church
Close which which occupied the site prior to the construction of The Vicarage in the
17th century.

4.1.2 The north west -south east aligned linear feature is likely to represent a boundary ditch,
and it is perhaps significant that it is on the same alignment as the boundaries of the
properties to the west of The Vicarage. Additionally, a boundary in this location would
be congruent with the division of the properties fronting on to Church Close into plots
consistently  c10m  wide,  which  itself  would  equate  to  2  perches  (c11  yards).  As
medieval property boundaries are identifiable by the fact that the area of each plot is in
predominantly  in  multiples of  perches,  this  -  together  with  the proximity  of  the 12th
century church of St Andrew - perhaps suggests a medieval origin for the establishment
of  these  plots.  However,  no  dating  evidence  was  recovered  and  this  system  of
measurement  was  still  in  use  as  late  as  the  early  19th  century,  so  any  correlation
between this boundary and the medieval settlement pattern is necessarily tentative.
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APPENDIX B.  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: The Old Vicarage, 2 Church Close, East Hagbourne, Oxfordshire

Site code: EAHAGV14

Grid reference:  SU 52571 88266

Type: Watching Brief

Date and duration: March 2014,  intermittent visits over 1 week

Summary of results: In March 2014 Oxford Archaeology were commissioned by Sarah Maitland
Parks to undertake an archaeological watching brief during the excavation of footings for the
rebuilding  of  a  boundary  wall  at  The  Old  Vicarage,  2  Church  Close,  East  Hagbourne,
Oxfordshire  (SU 52571 88266).  The watching brief  revealed a probable pit  which produced
post-medieval finds and an undated north-south aligned linear feature adjacent to an existing
property boundary. The diffuse western edge of this feature may have indicated a hedge-line
with the more well defined eastern edge representing an adjacent ditch. The overlying deposits
reflected the use of Vicarage garden and comprised a buried soil horizon beneath a very humic
deposit of varying thickness which is likely to represent an imported topsoil.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford,
OX2  0ES,  and  will  be  deposited  with  HRP, in  due  course,  under  the  following  accession
number: TBC
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Location of site and area of rebuilt wall
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