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Summary 

Between 22nd and 23rd May 2017 Oxford Archaeology East conducted an 
archaeological evaluation comprising five trenches at Whitwell Farm, Offord 
Cluny, Cambridgeshire (centred on TL 2196 6739), in advance of a housing 
development.   

Four of the five trenches contained no archaeological remains and were 
disturbed by large sand extraction pits. Trench 5 contained wall foundations 
for a 19th-century outbuilding facing onto High Street, as well as associated 
remains including an outhouse or latrine pit. The location of the building is 
within a house plot depicted on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 
1885, although the house itself is shown slightly closer to High Street. A 
possible medieval or post-medieval boundary ditch was found towards the 
back of the 19th century property. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Scope of work 

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Bewick Homes to undertake a trial 
trench evaluation at the site of Whitwell Farm, Offord Cluny, Cambridgeshire (Fig. 1, 
centred on TL 2196 6739). 

1.1.2 The work was undertaken as a condition of Planning Permission (planning ref. 
16/00466/FUL). A brief was prepared by Gemma Stewart and a written scheme of 
investigation was produced by OA (Wiseman and Phillips 2017) detailing the Local 
Authority’s requirements for work necessary to discharge the planning condition. This 
document outlines how OA implemented the specified requirements. 

1.2 Location, topography and geology 

1.2.1 The bedrock of the area is mudstone of the Oxford Clay Association. This is overlain by 
River Terrace gravels and alluvium (BGS). The soils are deep sandy alluvium.  

1.2.2 The site lies in the valley of the River Great Ouse, approximately 600m east of the river. 
The site is flat at c. 14m OD. 

1.2.3 The area of proposed development is currently the yard of Whitwell Farm, and 
contains a large barn and demolition rubble to the east of the barn. The majority of 
the site was grassed at the time of evaluation, with the exception of Trench 1, which 
was located on a compacted gravel yard surface. 

1.3 Archaeological and historical background 

1.3.1 The archaeological and historical background of the site draws on the research in the 
written scheme of investigation (Wiseman and Phillips 2017). 

Palaeolithic to Neolithic 

1.3.2 The River Terrace gravels along the Ouse have been exploited since the Palaeolithic 
period. A Palaeolithic Levellois core was found 200m north of the site (CHER 02539). 

1.3.3 Worked flints from the Neolithic and Bronze Age have been found in several sites 
nearby (e.g. MCB18427, CHER 02486, MCB 19525, CB 15038). 

Bronze Age and Iron Age 

1.3.4 Fragments of Beaker pottery have been found at two sites, 500 and 700m south of the 
site, close to the river. There are cropmarks of ring ditches – presumably Bronze Age 
barrows – 1km to the east (CHER 08158) and 500m to the north (CHER 08184).  

1.3.5 Areas of peat, dated to the Neolithic and Bronze Age, have been excavated 1km to the 
north of the site, by the River Great Ouse (MCB20053). Finds included burnt flints and 
a post which dated to the Early Bronze Age.  
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Iron Age and Roman 

1.3.6 Fieldwalking, quarrying and excavations have produced Iron Age and Roman pottery 
along the river corridor (e.g. CHER 02486A, 02508, 02508A, 02508B, 09577, MCB 
18427).  

1.3.7 There are extensive areas of sub-rectangular cropmarks 500-1000m to the north and 
north-east of the site (CHER 08185, MCB 19659), reinforced by geophysical surveys. 
Evaluation of some of these cropmark areas 700m north of the site (MCB18427) 
identified Iron Age and Roman enclosures and settlement evidence (including Roman 
coins, tile, bricks and mortar).  

1.3.8 Excavations in Offord Darcy, 900m south of the site, revealed Roman quarrying 
(MCB17539).  

Saxon and medieval 

1.3.9 Excavations 100m south of the site found evidence of Late Saxon and medieval 
settlement, including a possible post-built building (CB 15038), along with gullies, pits 
and postholes.  

1.3.10 The village was granted to the monks at Cluny sometime between 1066 and 1086, with 
the Abbey at Ramsey also holding interests in the village.  

1.3.11 The core of medieval Offord Cluny was presumably located around the 13th century 
All Saints Church (DCB2575) and the 16th century Manor farmhouse (DCB2577) 500m 
south of the site. Bottom Manor Farm (the second manor in the village) lay 100m east 
of the site. The timber-framed building on the High Street (DCB 3774), dating to 1632 
or earlier, was part of the farm.  

1.3.12 Most excavated medieval settlement remains have been found at several sites south 
of the church (e.g. MCB19108, 19558, 17539), but this probably reflects the pattern of 
excavation between Offord Cluny and Offord D’arcy, over 700m south of the site, 
rather than the actual spread of medieval settlement around the village.  

Post-medieval and modern  

1.3.13 Post-medieval development has been concentrated along the High Street. There are a 
dozen timber-framed buildings and barns dating mostly from the 17th century along 
this line (DCB3774, 3914, 2578, 4318, 4334, 3773, DCB2577, 2576, 3278, 4179, 33490, 
2723). In the 18th century, timber gave way to red brick (notably the manor and 
associated structures DCB 4032, 3915, 4301, but also houses and farm buildings, 
including DCB 3773, 3635, 3329, 2579). In the 19th century, gault-made brick replaced 
red brick (e.g. DCB 4319, 2717).  

1.3.14 Whitwell farmhouse, immediately south of the site was constructed in red brick 
around 1770.  

1.3.15 The railway immediately west of the site was constructed in the mid-19th century. 
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2 EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Aims 

2.1.1 The project aims and objectives were as follows: 

i. To determine or confirm the general nature and quality of preservation of any 
remains present. 

ii. To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of any remains, 
by means of artefactual or other evidence. 

iii. To evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of 
masking deposits 

iv. To set results in the local, regional, and national archaeological context – and, 
in particular, its wider cultural landscape and past environmental conditions 

v. To provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological mitigation 
strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, 
working practices, timetables, and orders of cost. 

2.2 Methodology 

2.2.1 A total of five trenches were excavated using a tracked 360 mechanical excavator with 
a toothless ditching bucket, 1.6m wide. One trench was 40m long, three measured 
30m long and the last one was 20m long. 

2.2.2 Before trenching, the footprint of each trench was scanned using a CAT and Genny 
with a valid calibration certificate. 

2.2.3 The spoil heaps from each trench were scanned with a metal detector as were the 
features within each of the trenches. A total of 90 litres of topsoil and subsoil were 
collected from each trench and sorted through for the collection of finds. The finds 
recovered comprised a small assemblage of domestic material including animal bone, 
glass, metal, pottery, ceramic building material (CBM) and clay pipes broadly dating to 
18th – 20th centuries. 

2.2.4 All archaeological deposits were excavated by hand, recorded on pro-forma record 
sheets, photographed and had their sections drawn at 1:20 or 1:10 scale. The site 
survey was carried out using a survey-grade differential GPS (Leica GS08). 

2.2.5 The ground conditions remained dry and sunny. 
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3 RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results 

3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a stratigraphic 
description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of 
all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A. 
Finds data and spot dates are tabulated in Appendix B. 

3.2 General soils and ground conditions 

3.2.1 The soil sequence between all trenches was fairly uniform. The natural geology of 
sandy gravels was overlain by a light greyish brown silty sand subsoil (0.1 to 0.5m 
thick), which in turn was overlain by a dark greyish brown silty sand topsoil (0.25m 
thick). 

3.2.2 In Trench 1 the natural geology was overlain by a modern consolidation layer (0.4m 
thick) for the farm yard, which comprised brick rubble, bitumen, hogging tile, cement 
and gravel (Plate 1). 

3.2.3 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the trenches 
remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were easy to 
identify against the underlying natural geology. 

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits 

3.3.1 Trench 3 contained a sand extraction pit backfilled with a mixture of coarse gravel and 
topsoil, which extended across most of the trench (Fig. 2 and Plate 3). The natural 
geology in Trenches 1-2 and 4 was disturbed and possibly indicated the presence of 
further extraction pits (Plates 1-2 and 4). Otherwise no archaeological features were 
present in Trenches 1-2 and 4. Trench 5 contained a concentration of features, 
including building foundations, two pits, a ditch and a posthole (Plate 5).  

3.4 Trench 5 

3.4.1 Trench 5 was located in the north-east part of the site (Fig. 2). It was orientated east-
north-east to west-south-west and measured 25.5m in length. It was originally 
designed to be 30m in length but was shortened due to the presence of asbestos in 
demolition rubble at the eastern end. In the north-eastern end of the trench were the 
brick foundations of a building with a small pit and a posthole located close by. In the 
middle of the trench were a large rectangular pit and a large ditch. 

3.4.2 Foundation remains of a building (20), as well as associated demolition rubble, were 
located in the north-eastern end of the trench (Plate 5). Two brick wall foundations 
were visible in the trench; the first extended roughly east to west and measured 2.78m 
long, while the second abutted the first and ran approximately north to south for 
0.55m. The walls were formed of red brick laid in either English or Common bond 
(there were not enough courses surviving to confidently determine the type of bond). 

3.4.3 Posthole 5 was located to the south-west of the building remains. It was sub-circular 
in plan with steep sides and a flat base, measuring 0.32m long, 0.24m wide and 0.27m 
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deep (Fig. 3, Section 1). It contained a light yellowish brown silty sand 6, which yielded 
a small fragment of 19th century Ceramic Building Material (CBM; see Appendix B.4). 

3.4.4 Pit 7 was sub-circular in plan with an irregular base and gently sloping sides. It 
measured 1.6m wide, 0.38m deep and was partly obscured by the baulk (Fig. 3, Section 
4). The primary fill was a mid greyish brown silty sand (19), measuring 0.18m thick, 
with fragments of 19th century pottery (see Appendix B.1), 18th – 19th century CBM, 
and late 19th – 20th century glass (see Appendix B.5) recovered from within it. This 
was overlain by a light yellowish brown silty sand (18), measuring 0.22m thick. 

3.4.5 Pit 13 was located in the centre of the trench. It was square or rectangular in plan, and 
extended beyond the southern trench baulk (Plate 6). The visible extents of the pit 
measured 2.1m long, 1m wide and at least 0.9m deep, with vertical sides (Fig. 3, 
Section 2). It contained several fills interspersed with thin layers of natural sand. The 
lowest excavated fill consisted of a dark greyish brown clayey sand (12), measuring at 
least 0.14m thick. This was overlain by a light brownish yellow sand (11), measuring 
0.04m thick. Above this was fill 10, which consisted of dark greyish brown clayey sand, 
measuring 0.10m thick, overlain in turn by a light brownish yellow sand (9), measuring 
0.04m thick. The uppermost fill (8) comprised a dark greyish brown clayey sand 
measuring 0.50m thick; it contained fragments of early 18th – 19th century pottery, 
19th century clay tobacco pipes and several iron objects, broadly of 19th century date, 
comprising two probable nails, a handle or pipe retainer and two indeterminable 
lumps. 

3.4.6 Ditch 17, aligned north to south to the immediate west of pit 13, measured 3.42m 
wide and 1.16m deep with steep sides and a slightly concave base (Fig. 3, Section 3 
and Plate 7). It contained three fills. The primary fill (16) measured 0.42m thick and 
comprised a mid greyish brown sand with frequent small to medium stones and 
occasional large stones. It contained six fragments of animal bone and a two fragments 
of 18th century brick. This was overlain by a mid greyish brown silty sand (15), which 
measured 0.34m thick and contained single residual sherds of Roman Shelly ware and 
medieval Sandy Greyware pottery alongside 18th – 19th century pottery, fragments of 
18th – 19th century CBM, two 18th – 19th century glass sherds and a single animal 
bone fragment. The uppermost fill (14) comprised light brownish grey sand, measuring 
0.36m thick, with moderate inclusions of small stones. 

3.5 Finds summary 

3.5.1 A small domestic assemblage comprising glass, pottery, CBM, clay tobacco pipes and 
metalwork was recovered from Trench 5 (Appendix B). The majority of the ceramic 
assemblage (79 sherds) consists of 19th century domestic pottery presumably 
associated with the demolished building, although some earlier material is present, 
comprising single residual sherds of medieval and Roman pottery. The latter indicates 
low levels of earlier domestic activity in the area. Five complete and eleven fragments 
of glassware were all broadly dated to late 19th – early 20th century. Six fragments of 
18th – 19th century CBM were much reworked and likely associated with building 
demolition in Trench 5. Ten fragments of 19th century clay tobacco pipe were retrieved 
from pit 13. Five iron objects from the same pit were in poor condition but can be 
broadly dated to the 19th century. 
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3.5.2 No environmental samples were taken on site. A very small assemblage of animal bone 
was recovered from the site: a minimum of one horse, one sheep/goat and one cattle 
in good condition (Appendix C). There was no evidence of butchery, burning or 
pathology noted. 
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4 DISCUSSION 

4.1 Reliability of field investigation 

4.1.1 The evaluation trenches were evenly spread across the development area. 
Archaeological features were easily identifiable against the natural geology. 

4.2 Evaluation objectives and results 

4.2.1 This evaluation demonstrated the presence of archaeological remains in the north-
eastern corner of the site. The rest of the evaluation area was disturbed by the 
presence of large sand extraction pits. 

4.3 Interpretation 

4.3.1 Foundation 20, in the north-east of Trench 5, represents the remains of a recent 
building, most likely of 19th century date based on the associated dating evidence and 
presence of red brick. The location of the building is within a plot depicted on the First 
Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1885 (Fig. 4), although the house itself is slightly 
closer to High Street. Overlaying the trench plan onto the 1885 map shows that 
foundation 20 was positioned in the rear part of the plot, suggesting that it may 
represent the remains of an outbuilding.  

4.3.2 Post hole 5 is likely to have been a structural element associated with the house or its 
garden, while pit 7 (filled with 19th century pottery and CBM rubble) might relate to 
disturbance associated with the demolition of the house. 

4.3.3 The large rectangular pit 13 to the rear of the house is probably part of an outhouse 
or latrine, indicated by the intermittent layers of dark deposits sealed by sand. 

4.3.4 The large ditch 17 at the back of the house does not align with the old property 
boundary marked on the 1885 OS map. The size of the ditch and presence of residual 
pottery suggests that ditch 17 may be an earlier boundary ditch, possibly medieval (c. 
AD 1066-1500) or post-medieval (c. AD 1500-1750) in date, that was backfilled around 
the time of the house construction.  

4.4 Significance 

4.4.1 The site holds low archaeological potential. Apart from a possible medieval or post-
medieval boundary ditch, the site contained the remains of a 19th century outbuilding 
and other features, which may have been associated with a house depicted on historic 
maps. Part of the site has been affected by quarrying and sand extraction. 

4.4.2 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Team. 
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 

Trench 1 

General description Orientation NW-SE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of yard consolidation layer 
overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 20 

Width (m) 1.6 

Avg. depth (m) 0.40 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

4 Layer - 0.40m Farm yard surface -  modern 

3 Layer  - - Natural - - 

 
Trench 2 

General description Orientation NNW-SSE 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil, subsoil, and 
consolidation layer in the south end overlying natural geology of 
sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 40 

Width (m) 1.6 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.20 Topsoil - - 

2 Layer  - 0.22 Subsoil - - 

3 Layer - - Natural  - - 

4 Layer - 0.20 Farm yard surface - modern 

 
Trench 3 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of sandy gravels disturbed by sand 
extraction pits. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 1.6 

Avg. depth (m) 0.5 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil - - 

2 Layer  - 0.30 Subsoil - - 

3 Layer - - Natural  - - 

 
Trench 4 

General description Orientation NE-SW 

Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil 
overlying natural geology of silty sand. 

Length (m) 30 

Width (m) 1.6 

Avg. depth (m) 0.50 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.22 Topsoil - - 

2 Layer  - 0.40 Subsoil - - 

3 Layer - - Natural  - - 
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Trench 5 

General description Orientation E-W 

Trench contained foundation of a Victorian house, two small pits, a 
large rectangular pit and a boundary ditch. Consists of topsoil and 
subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy gravels. 

Length (m) 25.50 

Width (m) 1.6 

Avg. depth (m) 0.32 

Context 
No. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Description Finds Date 

1 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - - 

2 Layer  - 0.10 Subsoil - - 

3 Layer - - Natural  - - 

5 Cut 0.24 0.27 Post hole - 19th C 

6 Fill 0.24 0.27 Post hole CBM 19th C 

7 Cut 1.60 0.38 Small pit - 19th-20th 
C 

8 Fill - 0.50 Large rectangular pit pottery, CBM, 
glass, ceramic 
pipes 

18th-19th 
C 

9 Fill - 0.04 Large rectangular pit - - 

10 Fill - 0.10 Large rectangular pit - - 

11 Fill - 0.04 Large rectangular pit - - 

12 Fill - n/a Large rectangular pit  - - 

13 Cut 2.10 n/a Large rectangular pit, 
excavated to 0.9m deep 

- 18th-19th 
C 

14 Fill - 0.36 Large boundary ditch - - 

15 Fill - 0.34 Large boundary ditch Pottery, CBM, 
glass 

18th C 

16 Fill - 0.42 Large boundary ditch Animal bones, 
CBM 

18th-19th 
C 

17 Cut 3.42 1.16 Large boundary ditch - 18th-19th 
C 

18 Fill - 0.22 Small pit - 19th-20th 
C 

19 Fill - 0.18 Small pit pottery, glass 19th-20th 
C 

20 Structure - - House foundations - 19th C 
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS 

B.1 Pottery 

By Carole Fletcher  

Assemblage  

B.1.1 Pottery was recovered from topsoil and three features in Trench 5 (79 sherds weighing 
2.042kg). The bulk of the ceramics are sherds of 19th century domestic pottery, 
although some earlier material is present, including a single sherd from a Roman shelly 
ware vessel. Medieval Sandy Greyware and Late Medieval Reduced ware sherds were 
also present as a residual element in the assemblage.  

Methodology  

B.1.2 Rapid recording was carried out using OA East’s in-house system based on that 
previously used at the Museum of London. Fabric classification has been carried out 
for all previously described medieval and post-medieval types using Cambridgeshire 
fabric types where possible (Spoerry 2016) and the Museum of London fabric series 
http://www.mola.org.uk/resources/medieval-and-post-medieval-pottery-codes acts as a 
basis for post-1700 fabrics. All sherds have been counted, classified, and weighed and 
minimum number of vessels (MNV) recorded on a context-by-context basis and 
recorded in an Access database.  

B.1.3 Pit 7 in Trench 5 produced the bulk of the pottery recovered (33 sherds weighing 
1.092kg), and includes sherds from Yellow ware vessels and a large sherd from a Yellow 
ware bowl with internal slip and external moulded decoration of the type still sold by 
Mason Cash today http://www.masoncash.co.uk/products/mixing-bowls.html. 
Overall the pottery dates to the 19th century. 

B.1.4 Pit 13 in Trench 5 produced 23 sherds weighing 0.272kg, mainly from domestic table 
wares and include sherds from Bone China cups, Creamware and Pearlware plates and 
the handle from a Black Basalt ware teapot. The pottery in this pit is slightly earlier 
than that removed from pit 7, dating from the later part of the 18th century and 
continuing into the 19th. This pit also contained two residual sherds of Late Medieval 
Reduced ware.   

B.1.5 Ditch 17 in Trench 5 also produced earlier material, a single sherd from a Medieval 
Sandy Greyware jar and a leached sherd of Roman Shelly ware, alongside 18th and 
19th century pottery.  

B.1.6 Overall the assemblage is domestic and most likely relates to the occupation of nearby 
buildings, the foundations of which were uncovered in Trench 5. The earlier pottery is 
residual, the single sherd of Roman pottery suggesting some Roman activity in the 
vicinity, however, the sherd is abraded and is of little significance. Similarly, medieval 
and late medieval sherds indicate low levels of earlier domestic activity, the pottery 
having been reworked in the late 18th or 19th century.  

B.1.7 If no further work is undertaken, the following catalogue acts as a full record and the 
pottery may be deselected prior to archival deposition. 
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Context Cut Fabric  Form MNV Count Weight (kg) Fabric Date 

1  Coloured-glazed Refined White 
Earthenware 

Vase 1 1 0.032 1800-1900 

  Creamware Bowl 1 1 0.004 1740-1830 

  Ironstone China 
 

1 1 0.011 1813-1900 

  Modern Redware Bowl-pancheon 1 1 0.347 1800+ 

  Pearlware with transfer-printed 
decoration 

Plate 1 1 0.015 1847-1872 

  Staffordshire-type mottled 
brown-glazed ware 

Jug/jar 1 1 0.015 1650-1800 

19 7 Bone China sprigged decoration Saucer 1 1 0.003 1794-1900 

  Horticultural Ceramics Plant pot 1 1 0.049 1800+ 

  Modern Redware Bowl-pancheon 1 2 0.094 1800+ 

  Refined White Earthenware Cylindrical jar 1 3 0.015 1805-1900 

  Refined White Earthenware Drinking vessel-teacup 1 1 0.041 1805-1900 

  Refined White Earthenware 
with sponged decoration 

Jug-ewer 1 3 0.036 1830-1900 

  Refined White Earthenware 
with transfer-printed 
decoration 

Jug-ewer 1 14 0.584 1780-1900 

  Yellow ware 
 

1 1 0.003 1820-1900 

  Yellow ware Bowl-mixing bowl 1 1 0.07 1820-1900 

  Yellow ware with slip 
decoration 

Bowl 1 5 0.181 1820-1900 

  Yellow ware with slip 
decoration 

Jug 1 1 0.016 1820-1900 

8 13 Black Basalt ware Teapot 1 1 0.008 1770-1880 

  Bone China Drinking vessel-cup 1 1 0.002 1794-1900 

  Bone China over glaze painted 
decoration 

 
1 2 0.004 1794-1900 

  Bone China over glaze painted 
decoration (lustre ware) 

Drinking vessel-cup 1 1 0.002 1794-1900 

  Creamware Plate 1 1 0.003 1740-1830 

  Creamware Plate 1 1 0.113 1740-1830 

  Late Medieval Reduced ware 
 

1 2 0.025 1350-1550 

  Nottinghamshire-Derbyshire 
Stoneware 

 
1 1 0.005 1700-1800 

  Pearlware Plate 1 1 0.009 1770-1840 

  Pearlware with painted 
decoration (shell edged) 

Plate 1 1 0.011 1770-1840 

  Pearlware with transfer-printed 
decoration 

 
3 3 0.011 1847-1872 

  Pearlware with underglaze 
painted decoration 

 
1 1 0.001 1770-1840 

  Post-Medieval Redware Jar 1 2 0.012 1550-1800 

  Refined White Earthenware 
with over glaze painted 
decoration 

Figurine 1 1 0.015 1805-1900 

  Refined White Earthenware 
with transfer-printed 
decoration 

Saucer 1 1 0.002 1780-1900 

  Yellow ware Bowl 2 2 0.046 1820-1900 

  Yellow ware with slip 
decoration (mocha) 

Bowl 1 1 0.003 1820-1900 
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Context Cut Fabric  Form MNV Count Weight (kg) Fabric Date 

15 17 Creamware Plate 1 10 0.029 1740-1830 

  Medieval Sandy Greyware Jar 1 1 0.032 1150-1500 

  Post-medieval Redware Handled bowl 1 1 0.023 1550-1800 

  Post-Medieval Redware Bowl-pancheon 1 2 0.141 1550-1800 

  Refined White Earthenware 
  

1 0.002 1805-1900 

  Refined White Earthenware 
with sponged or spattered 
decoration 

 
1 1 0.011 

 

  Shelly ware (Roman) 
 

1 1 0.016 Mid 1st-4th century 

Total    43 79 2.042  

Table 1: Pottery catalogue 

 

B.2 Metal 

B.2.1 A small group of iron objects was recovered from pit 13 in Trench 5, which is dated to 
the 19th century. The material is heavily corroded and comprises two probable nails, 
a handle or pipe retainer and two nondescript lumps. No items of significance were 
recovered; the material could not be dated beyond the broadest date of 19th century 
and the assemblage was discarded.  

 

B.3 Clay Tobacco Pipe 

By Carole Fletcher  

Assemblage  

B.3.1 During the evaluation, 12 fragments of white ball clay tobacco pipe weighing 0.032kg 
were recovered from pit 13. Terminology used in this report is taken from Oswald’s 
simplified general typology (Oswald 1975, 37–41) and Crummy and Hind (1988, 47-
66). A quantification table for the clay pipes can be found at the end of this report, 
based on the recording methods recommended by the Society for Clay Pipe Research 
(http://scpr.co/PDFs/Resources/White%20BAR%20Appendix%204.pdf). Stem 
borehole diameter recording has not been undertaken on this assemblage due to its 
limited size. 

B.3.2 The clay tobacco pipe recovered probably represents casually discarded pipe stems, 
and broken bowl fragments from 19th century pipes. The pipe fragments do little other 
than to indicate the consumption of tobacco on or near the site in the 19th century, 
when considered in relation to the pottery also recovered from pit 13 (see Fletcher 
section B1). The fragmentary nature of the assemblage means it is of little significance. 
If no further work is undertaken the following catalogue acts as a full record and the 
clay tobacco pipe may be deselected prior to archival deposition. 

 

http://scpr.co/PDFs/Resources/White%20BAR%20Appendix%204.pdf
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Trench Context  Cut Form No of 
pipe stem 
fragments 

No of 
Complete 
bowls or 
fragments 

Description Weight 
(kg) 

Date 

 5 8 13 Pipe stem 
fragments 

10  Lengths of stem from several 
different pipes. Several fragments are 
grey and discoloured from use or 
burning in a ?domestic fire to burn 
out tobacco and tar from the pipe. 
Longest section 60mm, shortest 
22mm. Minimum dimension 5mm 
from close to stem end, widest 8mm. 
Some slightly oval, others rounder, 
but none are decorated or marked 
and are not closely datable. 

0.022 Not closely 
datable 
(recovered 
alongside 
19th century 
pottery) 

   Bowl  1 Partial moulded bowl, broken slightly 
below rim. Uncertain if front or back 
of bowl, however bowl itself is 
decorated, fluted (narrow) to a short 
distance below the missing rim and 
surviving mould seam is relief 
decorated with foliage. Internally the 
bowl is burnt, the discolouration 
penetrating the bowl fabric. See 
Crummy 1988 pp57-58, fig 61, 2931-
37 

0.002 ?19th 
century 

   Bowl  1 Near straight-sided bowl, (back of 
bowl survives) plain rim neatly 
finished with neatly trimmed seams, 
and thin narrow spur. Undecorated 
and un-marked, with heat discoloured 
stem. Surviving stem length 44mm to 
spur and bowl 31mm high. See 
Crummy 1988 p55, fig 59, 2913 

0.008 c.1820-1860 

Total    10 2  0.032  

Table 2: Clay Tobacco Pipe 
 

B.4 Ceramic Building Material 

By Carole Fletcher  

Assemblage  

B.4.1 A fragmentary assemblage of ceramic building material (CBM) was recovered from 
post hole 5, pit 7 and ditch 17 in Trench 5. The fragments are 18th-19th century and 
the assemblage of CBM is not significant, is much reworked and some of the material 
likely relates to the demolition of the building foundations identified in Trench 5. 

B.4.2 If no further work is undertaken, the following catalogue acts as a full record and the 
CBM may be deselected prior to archival deposition. 
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Context  Cut CBM Description and Form No. of 
fragments 

Weight 
(kg) 

Date 

6 5 Small irregular fragment of pan tile including 
curved lip. Hard fired, smooth dull pink fabric, 
occasional ironstone fragments up to 2mm. 43mm 
x 39mm x 10mm thick 

1 0.017 19th 
century 

15 17 Two irregular fragments of roof tile, both with 
surviving surfaces and a short length of edge. The 
smaller fragment is in a yellow Burwell-type brick 
fabric with thin red lenses. The larger fragment is 
in a smoother dull pink fabric. Both fragments 
exhibit numerous voids on the lower surface and 
occasional voids within the matrix. Hard fired, 
grog-tempered. Surviving measurements 76 x 48 x 
14mm thick and 47 x 33 x 14mm thick 

2 0.060 18th-19th 
century  

16 17 Two irregular fragments of hard fired fine sand and 
quartz-tempered dull red brick. Rare tiny 
calcareous inclusions. The smaller fragment has 
surviving portions of two surfaces, while the larger 
piece is a corner and has parts of four surfaces. 
The larger fragment is burnt on two surfaces. 
Surviving measurements 70 x 51 x 55mm thick and 
48 x 48 x 32mm (axes uncertain) 

2 0.283 18th 
century 

19 7 Triangular corner fragment of an unglazed floor 
brick or tile. The surface is somewhat polished and 
worn, indicating its position was in an area that 
was often used. Dull yellow pink-swirled fabric, 
poorly mixed and with numerous small voids in the 
matrix like the tile fabrics in ditch 17. Surviving 
measurements 47 x 41 x 21mm thick 

1 0.036 18th-19th 
century  

   6 0.396  

Table 3: Ceramic Building Material 

 

B.5 Glass 

By Carole Fletcher  

Assemblage  

B.5.1 A moderate assemblage of glass was recovered during the evaluation from topsoil, a 
small pit and a single ditch.  The assemblage was scanned, catalogued, weighed and 
recorded as individual vessels with the minimum number of vessels (MNV) recorded. 
The glass and archive are curated by Oxford Archaeology East.  

B.5.2 The bulk of the glass was recovered from features in Trench 5, with most of the 
material dating to the 19th-20th centuries, including a soda bottle embossed ST IVES 
WADSWORTH. Established in St Ives, Cambridgeshire in 1869, the John Wadsworth 
Mineral Water Manufacturer produced sparkling water and other drinks, and by the 
turn of the century the company had depots in Mildenhall, Ely, Chatteris and St. Ives.  
The most interesting item was recovered from topsoil, an opaque white or milk glass 
squat jar, complete with Bakelite screw top, embossed on the lid 4711 Cold Cream. 
The cologne 4711 is still produced and widely recognised, however its cold cream is 
less well known and the only information in relation to dating available at the time of 
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writing are European magazine or newspaper adverts for the cream from c. 1925 
(http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4156-Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-Illustrazione-
Pubblicita-depoca-1925-Ad-/122044859300?hash=item1c6a70c3a4:g:4-
EAAOSwanRXhr4g). 

B.5.3 The bottle and cold cream jar, along with other glass items recovered, indicate the 
assemblage is domestic in nature and represents general rubbish deposition or 
clearance. If no further work is undertaken, the following catalogue acts as a full record 
and the glass may be deselected prior to archival deposition. 

 

Contex
t  

Cut 
No 

Glass 
Type 

Form Specific Form Weight 
(kg) 

Count MNV Description Pottery 
Date 

1 
 

Vessel Bottle Utility bottle 0.232 1 1 Complete bottle, straight-sided body, 
square base with flat chamfered 
corners. 170mm tall, metal-steel screw 
top with cork middle, base embossed 
AGW1, may have been a sauce bottle. 

19th-20th 
century 

  
Vessel Bottle Utility bottle 

(wine) 
0.050 1 1 Partial base from a cylindrical black 

glass bottle with well-formed kick 
(cone). The glass is in good condition.  

Not closely 
datable 

  
Vessel Jar Pharmaceutic

al jar 
0.057 1 1 Complete milk or white glass squat 

screw top jar with brown? Bakelite 
screw top, embossed lettering on the 
lid reads 4711 Cold Cream, recessed 
base on base embossed Made in 
England, in the centre 460. European 
adverts from the mid-1920s can be 
found on eBay for an identical jar: 
(http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4156-
Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-
Illustrazione-Pubblicita-depoca-1925-
Ad-
/122044859300?hash=item1c6a70c3a4
:g:4-EAAOSwanRXhr4g & 
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4158-
Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-
Illustrazione-Pubblicita-depoca-1925-
Ad-
/122044859803?hash=item1c6a70c59b
:g:KIkAAOSwRJ9Xhr4-) 

Early 20th 
century 

15 17 Vessel Bottle Utility bottle 
(wine) 

0.069 1 1 Partial base shard (resting edge?) from 
a cylindrical black glass bottle with 
lightly iridised surfaces, a rounded 
slightly splayed basal edge. Base 
diameter uncertain but around 100-
120mmmm. Base diameter suggests a 
large bottle, perhaps a late 18th 
century form. 

18th-late 
19th century 

  
Vessel Bottle/

jar 
Utility vessel 
Bottle/jar 

0.004 1 1 Rectangular slightly curved shard of 
clear near colourless glass 3-3.5mm 
thick. 

Not closely 
datable  

19 7 
  

Oil lamp 
shade 

0.004 1 1 Curved, slightly flared, shard of thin 
(1.5mm thick) clear colourless glass. 
The lower edge of the glass is slightly 
rough and clouded as if sanded to 
produce a more diffuse light. 

Late 19th 
early 20th 
century 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4156-Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-Illustrazione-Pubblicita-depoca-1925-Ad-/122044859300?hash=item1c6a70c3a4:g:4-EAAOSwanRXhr4g
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4156-Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-Illustrazione-Pubblicita-depoca-1925-Ad-/122044859300?hash=item1c6a70c3a4:g:4-EAAOSwanRXhr4g
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Y4156-Cold-Cream-Matt-Creme-4711-Illustrazione-Pubblicita-depoca-1925-Ad-/122044859300?hash=item1c6a70c3a4:g:4-EAAOSwanRXhr4g
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Contex
t  

Cut 
No 

Glass 
Type 

Form Specific Form Weight 
(kg) 

Count MNV Description Pottery 
Date 

  Vessel Bottle Small vial or 
bottle 

0.034 1 1 Complete clear colourless glass 
cylindrical bottle, 63mm tall, base 
diameter 25mm, rim diameter 20mm. 
Moulded bottle, no mould lines on 
body but visible on neck and shoulder, 
applied lip, 3-part mould. Slightly 
uneven. 

19th-20th 
century 

  Vessel Bottle Small vial or 
bottle 

0.046 1 1 Complete clear colourless glass 
cylindrical bottle, 73mm tall, base 
diameter 31mm, rim diameter 21mm. 
Moulded bottle, no mould lines on 
body but visible on neck, 3-part mould. 
Circle embossed in centre of base. 

19th-20th 
century 

  Vessel Bottle Utility bottle-
Round-bottom 
soda bottles 
with the 
slightly 
flattened base 

0.550 1 1 Blue-green glass, clear but slightly 
patinated and iridescent, embossed 
legend along the length of the body on 
two lines, one each side of the bottle, 
ST IVES WADSWORTH. Two-part 
moulded bottle with applied 'blob' lip, 
slightly clouded glass around lip. 

Late 19th -
early 20th 
century 

  Vessel Lid Press moulded 
lid 

0.041 5 1 Fragments of a press-moulded glass lid 
from a dressing table set or bonbon 
bowl type vessel. Internally lid-seated, 
lightly iridescent internal press-
moulded decoration, difficult to 
describe as so fragmented. 

Later 19th -
20th century 

  Vessel Stoppe
r 

Round partial, 
hollow 
stopper from 
a decanter 

0.066 1 1 Clear colourless glass (could be lead 
crystal), hollow, rounded stopper 
(41mm diameter) tapering (moulded or 
cut) to a narrow (13mm) six sided 
'stem'. The top of the stopper is cut 
with a six 'petaled' shape, around which 
is engraved what appear to be fern 
fronds. 

Late 19th 
century 

  Vessel Uncert
ain 

 
0.003 1 1 Irregular curved shard of thin 1.4-

1.7mm mid olive-green glass. 
Not closely 
datable 

     1.156 16 12   

Table 4: Glass catalogue 
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APPENDIX C ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS 

C.1 Animal Bone 

By Hayley Foster BA MA PhD  

Introduction  

C.1.1 The animal bone represented faunal remains from two different contexts, weighing 
738g.  There were 7 fragments of animal bone that were recovered, detailed in the 
table below.  The remains are believed to be modern/Victorian. The species 
represented included cattle (Bos taurus), sheep/goat (Ovis/Capra) and horse (Equus 
cabullus).  The method used to quantify this assemblage was based on that used for 
Knowth by McCormick and Murray (2007) which is modified from Albarella and Davis 
(1996). Identification of the faunal remains was carried out at Oxford Archaeology 
East. References to Hillson (1992), Schmid (1972), von den Driesch (1974) were used 
where necessary. 

Results of analysis  

Context Species Element No. of Fragments 

15 Ovis Humerus 1 

16 Bos Humerus 1 

16 Bos First Phalanx 1 

16 Equid Pelvis 1 

16 Large Mammal Cervical Vertebra 1 

16 Large Mammal Cervical Vertebra 1 

16 Large Mammal Rib 1 

Table 5: Total number of identifiable fragments (NISP) by species. 

C.1.2 The data indicates that there was a minimum number of individuals (MNI) of one for 
cattle, one for sheep/goat and one for horse. There were no unfused elements 
recovered, suggesting most species were mature or adults.   

C.1.3 Overall the assemblage was in good condition and fragmentation was low.  There was 
no evidence of butchery, burning or pathology noted.  The assemblage was small in 
size, therefore the potential for further investigation is somewhat limited unless 
further remains are recovered. 
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Plate 2: Trench 2, view from south-west

Plate 1: Trench 1, view from west
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Plate 4: Trench 4, view from south-west

Plate 3: Trench 3, view from west
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Plate 6: Large pit 13, possibly outhouse, view from north

Plate 5: Trench 5, house foundations (20), view from east

© Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 2091

easteasteast



Plate 8: Topsoil finds from Trench 5

Plate 7: Boundary ditch 17, view from south
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Plate 9: Topsoil finds from Trench 5
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