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Summary

On 11th February 2014 Oxford Archaeology monitored the excavation of a 5m by

1.2m evaluation trench in the rear garden of  27 The Terrace, Barnes, Richmond

upon Thames.  The trench was  excavated to  the top of  the natural  gravels,  and

revealed only topsoil and a layer of alluvium. No archaeological features or deposits

were uncovered, and no finds recovered.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA), was commissioned by A&A Architects on behalf of Mr Rob

Pulford to undertake a trial trench evaluation on the site of a proposed new basement

extension.

1.1.2 The  work  was  undertaken  as  a  condition  of  Planning  Permission  (Planning  Ref.

13/4565/HOT). A specification was agreed between the client and Gillian King, Greater

London  Archaeological  Advisor,  detailing  the  Local  Authority's  requirements  to

discharge the condition. 

1.1.3 The site was located in the rear garden of number 27 The Terrace, Barnes, Richmond

upon Thames located at NGR TQ 21326 76150 (Fig 1). A single trench measuring 5m

by  1.2m  wide  was  hand-excavated  to  check  for  the  presence  or  absence  of

archaeological remains (Fig 2).

1.2   Geology and topography

1.2.1 The trench was located on flat ground to the rear of the house.

1.2.2 The geology of the area is on the boundary between the superficial gravel and sand

deposits of the Kempton Park Gravel Deposits, and alluvial deposits from the adjacent

River Thames (British Geological Survey).

1.3   Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 The archaeological  and historical  background to the site was not  subject  to a Desk

Based Assessment. The following is derived from various resources, and is intended

only as an overview to place the site within a broad archaeological context.

Prehistoric

1.3.2 Evidence for human occupation during the Palaeolithic is extremely rare, especially so

in Greater London where only a few stray finds have been recorded. The Kempton Park

Gravels are generally seen as having a low potential for Palaeolithic artefacts. 

1.3.3 The location of the site at the interface between alluvial and terrace gravel deposits

may have made the area attractive to Mesolithic populations. The underlying geology of

London Clay may have been unattractive for settlement and farming practices during

the Neolithic and earlier Bronze Age. There is however increased evidence within the

Greater London area for features and deposits of middle and late Bronze Age date.

Much of the evidence for Bronze Age activity has derived from the River Thames.

Roman

1.3.4 In the Roman period Londinium (London) developed as an urban centre, and later the

provincial  capital  at  the centre of  Roman Britain's communication system. The main

Urban area was located to the north of the River Thames, but an additional area was

centred to the south of the river at Southwark. It is possible that there was a Roman

villa within the Borough of Richmond (OA, 2007).

Medieval

1.3.5 Barnes is mentioned in the Domesday Book as  Berne  (which signifies barn in Anglo-

Saxon). The parish was in the possession of the canons of St Pauls throughout the
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middle ages, and was around 120 acres (six carucates) in area (Lysons 1792). The

majority of the area was used a farmland, and the site is fairly distant from the medieval

focus of Barnes to the south. 

Post medieval

1.3.6 Rocque's map of 1766 shows houses fronting onto the north side of The Terrace, with

their gardens backing onto the River Thames. The area to the south of the road, where

the current houses are sited is shown as under arable use.

1.3.7 Barnes was considered remote until  the early 19th century,  as the only access was

across Barnes common, by river or via The Terrace, the road to Mortlake. The arrival of

both the railway and the Hammersmith Bridge in 1846 allowed large scale development

within the parish. The village centre with its green and pond have however remained

largely unchanged (Weinrab, 2008).

1.3.8 The Terrace in its current form was a ribbon development of houses constructed in the

18th and early 19th centuries (ibid).

1.4   Acknowledgements

1.4.1 OA would like to acknowledge Alexander Smith of A & A Architects who commissioned

the work on behalf of the Mr R Pulford. The fieldwork was undertaken by Gary Evans

and the project was managed for OA by Gerry Thacker.
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2  EVALUATION AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims

(i) To determine the presence or absence of any archaeological remains which may

survive.

(ii) To determine or confirm the approximate extent of any surviving remains.

(iii) To  determine  the  date  range  of  any  surviving  remains  by  artefactual  or  other

means.

(iv) To determine the condition and state of preservation of any remains.

(v) To  determine  the  degree  of  complexity  of  any  surviving  horizontal  or  vertical

stratigraphy.

(vi) To  assess  the  associations  and  implications  of  any  remains  encountered  with

reference to the historic landscape.

(vii) To  determine  the  potential  of  the  site  to  provide  palaeoenvironmental  and/or

economic evidence, and the forms in which such evidence may survive.

(viii) To determine the implications of any remains with reference to economy, status,

utility and social activity.

(ix) To  determine  or  confirm  the  likely  range,  quality  and  quantity  of  the  artifactual

evidence present.

(x) To make available the results of the investigation to inform the planning process

and the potential for any further mitigation strategy.

2.2   Methodology

2.2.1 The trench was hand excavated under constant archaeological supervision. 

2.2.2 When the trench reached 1m in depth a hand dug sondage was excavated along the

length of the trench to the depth of the natural gravels (Fig 3).

2.2.3 The entire base of the trench could not be reduced to the level of the gravel due to

health and safety concerns.

2.2.4 The trench edges were cleaned and two representative sections were recorded (Fig 4).

2.2.5 All deposits were related to Ordnance Datum.
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Introduction and presentation of results

3.1.1 Soils  and  ground  conditions  are  described  below,  and  the  depths  of  deposits  are

tabulated in Appendix A.

3.2   General soils and ground conditions

3.2.1 The natural geology was gravel of the Kempton Park Gravel Deposits, and this was

reached  at  7.54m above  Ordnance  Datum.  The  gravel  was  overlain  by  a layer  of

alluvium which was sealed by topsoil.

3.3   General distribution of archaeological deposits

3.3.1 No archaeological features were uncovered during the course of the evaluation.

3.4   Trench 1

3.4.1 The trench measured 5m by 1.2m and was orientated in a broadly north-east to south-

west direction (Figs 2 and 3). The gravels at the base of the trench (04), were overlain

by a moderately compact light brown sandy clay up to 0.4m thick (03) interpreted as

being of alluvial origin. This was in turn sealed by a friable light brown sandy clay which

was 0.1m thick, and formed the interface between the alluvium (02), and the overlying

topsoil (01). The topsoil was up to 0.7m thick and contained a lens of red brick rubble at

the western end of the trench (Fig 4). The brick fragments were of modern date and

were not retained.

3.5   Finds summary

3.5.1 No finds were recovered, or deposits suitable for environmental sampling identified.
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4  DISCUSSION

4.1   Reliability of field investigation

4.1.1 Ground conditions were good throughout and any features present would have been

easy to identify against the underlying gravel

4.2   Interpretation

4.2.1 No archaeological features or deposits were identified within the footprint of the trench.
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APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench  devoid  of  archaeology.  Consists  of  topsoil  and  two  thin

layers of alluvium overlying a natural of gravel.

Avg. depth (m) 1.1

Width (m) 1.2

Length (m) 5

Contexts

context

no
type

Width

(m)

Depth

(m)
comment finds date

01 Layer - 0.8 Topsoil - -

02 Layer - 0.1 Interface - -

03 Layer - 0.3 Alluvium - -

04 Layer - - Natural - -
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APPENDIX C.  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: 27 The Terrace, Barnes, Richmond upon Thames

Site code: TER14

Grid reference:  TQ 21326 76150

Type: Evaluation

Date and duration: 11th February 2014

Summary of results: Oxford  Archaeology monitored the excavation of  a  single  5m by

1.2m evaluation trench in the rear garden of 27 The Terrace, Barnes, Richmond upon Thames.

The trench was excavated to the top of the natural gravels, and revealed only topsoil and a

layer  of  alluvium.  No  archaeological  features  or  deposits  were  uncovered,  and  no  finds

recovered.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,

Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with the Museum of London in due course.
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Figure 1: Site location
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