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SUMMARY

Oxford Archaeology North (formerly Lancaster University Archaeological Unit)
undertook a desk-based assessment and evaluation, in February 2002, on the site of a
proposed juvenile recreation development area, on behalf of Carlisle City Council. The site
lies on the edge of Stanwix, a residential area to the north-east of Carlisle, and occupies
part of a field immediately north of Tarraby Lane. The development site is located on the
line of Hadrian’s Wall, at Beech Grove, Stanwix (NY 4050 5740) and is in close proximity
to the large Roman fort in Stanwix; the section of Hadrian's Wall adjacent to the
development site is a scheduled ancient monument (SM 28482) and the Hadrian's Wall
frontier has been designated as a World Heritage Site.

The assessment involved the examination of all pertinent documents and cartographic
sources held in the County Record Office, Carlisle, and the consultation of the County
Sites and Monuments Register based in Kendal. In addition, numerous published sources
and unpublished client reports were consulted to provide background information and
details on archaeological interventions  undertaken in the locality.

Numerous archaeological interventions have been undertaken within the environs of the
study area and these have demonstrated the presence of archaeological remains relating to
Hadrian's Wall, the earlier Stanegate frontier, and a pre-frontier field system.  On the basis
of these results it was evident that there was a high potential for sub-surface archaeological
remains within the immediate vicinity of the development site.

A programme of evaluation trenching was undertaken to investigate the below ground
survival of archaeological remains. The evaluation involved the mechanical excavation of
two 4m long trenches in the area of the proposed play ground. In Trench 1 the northern
side of Hadrian’s Wall was uncovered, at a depth of 0.45m, and in Trench 2 the southern
side of the Wall ditch was seen. The trenches did not expose the full extent of either
feature, which extended beyond the limits of the excavation.

The evaluation has demonstrated a very significant archaeological resource of international
importance. It is therefore recommended that the location of the play area be moved away
from the present proposed position to one on the opposite side of Tarraby Lane, which, on
the evidence of earlier evaluations, has a lower level of archaeological sensitivity.
However, further evaluation trenching should be undertaken on the new location for the
development site to ensure no direct impact on an important archaeological resource.
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

1.1.1 Carlisle City Council, Leisure and Community Development Department invited
Oxford Archaeology North (OAN) (formerly Lancaster University Archaeological
Unit) to submit a project design for an archaeological assessment and evaluation at
Beech Grove, Stanwix, Carlisle (NY 4050 5740), in advance of a proposed play
area. The archaeological work was undertaken to inform a planning application,
and was in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (DOE 1990). The
project design (Appendix 2) was compiled in accordance with a project brief
(Appendix 1) prepared by the Cumbria County Council Archaeology Service. The
site lies on the line of Hadrian's Wall and lay within the Hadrian's Wall World
Heritage Site and is a Scheduled Monument (SM 28482).

1.1.2 The desk-based study consisted of a search of both published and unpublished
records held by the Cumbria Sites and Monuments Record (CSMR) in Kendal, the
Cumbria County Record Offices in Carlisle (CRO(C)), the local studies library in
Carlisle, as well as the archives and the OAN library. This was followed by an
evaluation of the proposed development site, which was undertaken on 1st
February 2002.

1.1.3 This report sets out the results of the work in the form of a short document which
outlines the findings, followed by a statement of the impact of the proposed
development, and recommendations for the mitigation of this impact.
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2.  METHODOLOGY

2.1 PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1 A project design (Appendix 2) was submitted by OAN in response to a project brief
(Appendix 1) issued by Cumbria County Council Archaeology Service (CCCAS).
Following acceptance of the project design by CCCAS, OAN was commissioned
by the Carlisle City Council, Leisure and Community Development Department, to
undertake the work. The project design was adhered to in full, and the work was
consistent with the relevant standards and procedures of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists, and generally accepted best practice.

2.2 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

2.2.1 Several archives were visited, in accordance with the project brief and project
design.

2.2.2 Cumbria Sites and Monuments Record (CSMR): the Cumbria Sites and
Monuments Record, a database of archaeological sites within the county and
maintained by the Cumbria County Council, in Kendal, was accessed. A brief
record including grid reference and description was obtained for the various sites
within a 1km radius of the study area and the information extrapolated in order to
suggest the potential for remains in the vicinity. At the time of the assessment, the
CSMR office was not able to make available the aerial photographs held there but
since a large amount of earlier work has been carried out in the area it was
considered that they would have added little to the current study.

2.2.3 County Record Office (Carlisle): the County Record Office in Carlisle was visited,
primarily to consult documents specific to the premises within the study area.
Historic maps, including tithe and Ordnance Survey maps, were examined. A
search was made for relevant historical documentation, particularly regarding the
use of the area, drawing on the knowledge of the archivists; several secondary
sources and archaeological / historical journals were consulted.

2.2.4 Oxford Archaeology North Library: examination was undertaken of various
publications, unpublished reports, and undeposited archives of excavations and
other work in the region which are held within the OAN library. This library also
holds a complete series of the Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society, in which are published numerous articles
on the history and archaeology of the Stanwix area.

2.2.5 Ex-Carlisle Archaeology Ltd Archives: although Carlisle Archaeology Ltd no
longer exists, much of the archive material is still retained within Shaddongate Mill
and access was available to the premises in order to consult the archives and the
unpublished reports of previous work which had been carried out in the area.

2.2.6 Local Study Libraries (Carlisle): many pertinent secondary sources and copies of
primary published documents were available at local study libraries and these were
consulted.

2.3 EVALUATION TRENCHING
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2.3.1 An evaluation was undertaken on 1st February 2002, which investigated a 2%
sample area of the proposed development site; the evaluation involved the
excavation of two 4m x 1.6m trenches. The trenches were positioned subject to
discussions with the English Heritage Hadrian’s Wall Co-ordinator, and were
selected so as to be centred on the areas of greatest proposed disturbance.

2.3.2 The trenches were excavated by a combination of mechanised and manual
techniques. The topsoil was removed by mechanical excavator, fitted with a 1.6m
wide toothless bucket, and stratified archaeological deposits beneath were partially
excavated by hand. All machine excavation was undertaken under careful
archaeological supervision, although in appalling weather conditions. Because of
the sensitivity of the archaeological remains and the status of the site as a scheduled
monument and part of a World Heritage Site, the machine excavation was not
allowed to intrude into any potential archaeological stratigraphy. Manual
excavation techniques were used to evaluate the sensitive deposits, and assess their
nature, date, survival and depth. The trenches could not be excavated deeper than
1.25m, in accordance with health and safety constraints.

2.3.3 All trenches were excavated in a stratigraphical manner, both by machine and by
hand. The trenches were located on the ground by use of manual trilateration
techniques. On completion the trenches were backfilled with the topsoil replaced
on the top.

2.3.4 Recording: all information identified in the course of the site works was recorded
stratigraphically, with sufficient pictorial record from both a photographic record
(both black and white and colour photographs) and accurate plans and sections at
an appropriate scale (1:20, and 1:10). Primary, objective, written records were also
made for all the observed archaeological remains, using a paper system adapted
from that used by Centre for Archaeology of English Heritage.

2.4 ARCHIVE

2.4.1 A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the project design
(Appendix 2), and in accordance with current IFA and English Heritage guidelines
(English Heritage 1991). The paper, finds and digital archive will be deposited at
Tullie House Museum, Carlisle and a copy of the paper archive will be deposited at
the Cumbria Record Office, Carlisle. The finds archive includes all artefacts and
ecofacts, and has been handled and stored according to standard practice (following
current Institute of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to minimise
deterioration.



Beech Grove, Stanwix, Cumbria: Archaeological Assessment and Evaluation Report 8

For the use of: Carlisle City Council © OAN: March 2002

3.  BACKGROUND

3.1 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

3.1.1 The study area is in a green field immediately north of the route between Stanwix
and Tarraby, which is marked by an established footpath known as Tarraby Lane
(Fig 2). The area is part of the parish of Stanwix, within the old county of
Cumberland, now part of modern day Cumbria. The site itself lies at the top of a
small brow which gently slopes away on all sides and is situated less than 0.5km
from the northern bank of the River Eden. The study area occupies an area of
430m2 and is at approximately 30m OD.

3.1.2 The solid geology comprises red, grey and green mudstones and siltstones of the
Mercia Mudstones Group and these include various mudstones and the Stanwix
Shales, which all date to the Triassic Period (BGS 1982) with overlying drift
deposits of glacial deposits such as gravel and boulder clay (Countryside
Commission 1998). The soils which underlie the area have been mapped by the OS
Soil Survey of England and Wales (1983) and are of the Clifton Association,
composed of typical Stagnogleys. There are also some fluvial deposits along the
margins of the Eden.

3.2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.2.1 Introduction: this historical background is compiled mostly from secondary
sources, and is intended only as a summary of the historical developments around
the study area.

3.2.2 Prehistory: there are no known indicators of prehistoric activity associated with the
site, although it lies within an area of flat fertile land extending across the coastal
plain of the Solway Firth. This area has been subject to intensive agricultural
exploitation over an extended period and, as a consequence, only very limited
remains from the earlier prehistoric period have been identified from the area;
however, this does not mean that there was not early activity within the area or that
evidence of such activity does not survive as buried remains.

3.2.3 Mesolithic: in the Mesolithic period, settlements were often in coastal locations
where best use of the plant and animal resources could be made (Annable 1987,
270), as demonstrated by the site at Eskmeals on the west coast (Bonsall et al
1994). The earliest evidence of human interference to the natural vegetation has
been demonstrated to date to c5000 cal BC (c6100BP) in pollen diagrams from
Oulton Moss, near Wigton (Hodgkinson et al 2000, 107). There are, however,
relatively few archaeological remains from the Mesolithic period in the area,
comprising artefacts from Carlisle (Caruana and Cherry 1994), Crofton, near
Wigton (Fell 1985) and four sites identified by the North West Wetlands Survey
(Hodgkinson et al 2000, 177): two from Holme St Cuthbert, one from West
Newton, and one from Holme Low.

3.2.4 Neolithic: from the Neolithic period there is a richer, identified resource. An
excavation by Bob Bewley (1993) at Plasketlands, near Mawbray, revealed a large
sub-rectangular timber structure which produced radiocarbon dates from the early
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to mid fourth millennium BC, indicating an early Neolithic date; this is the only
Neolithic structure identified to date from the region. Activity from the mid to late
Neolithic in the area has been demonstrated by c100 finds of polished stone axes
from the Solway Plain, although the location of monuments of this period within
Cumbria appears to suggest a shift in the emphasis of Neolithic activity from the
coastal plain to the edge of the Lake District hills and the Eden Valley (Hodgkinson
et al 2000, 37). Fieldwork has indicated that the majority of early Neolithic long
barrows are located within the Eden Valley, such as the long cairn at Crosby
Garrett (Waterhouse 1985, 7).

3.2.5 Bronze / Iron Age: evidence of early Bronze Age farming activity in the Solway Plain
is demonstrated by a pollen diagram from Bowness Common, where cereal pollen
was first recorded 2000-1500 cal BC (c3700-3200 BP) (Hodgkinson et al 2000,
113). Closer to Carlisle, a bog body was found at Scaleby Moss in 1845 (Turner
1988), which has been tentatively dated to the Bronze Age on the basis of the
description of the 'dark peats' in which the body was found, some 3m below the
surface. In general, however, there are few settlement sites confirmed as being of
Bronze Age date in lowland Cumbria, but this may reflect the lack of reliable
dating, as a substantial number of sub-circular enclosure sites have been identified
by aerial photography across the Solway Plain (Bewley 1994), and which have
been dated on a typological basis to the Iron Age. Only limited numbers of these
have been excavated, but there is an indication from sites such as Ewanrigg, near
Maryport (Bewley 1992), that such sites may reflect continued use of Iron Age sub-
circular enclosures into the Roman period.

3.2.6 The available archaeological data indicates Prehistoric activity across the region
but the nature of the evidence is generally scattered and patchy, suggesting that the
reality is distorted by poor site visibility and a lack of modern excavation.

3.2.7 Roman: the presence of Roman activity in the immediate vicinity of the site is
clearly shown by the location of Hadrian’s Wall and Vallum, the presence of the
fort at Stanwix, and numerous finds from the area. The Roman fort at Stanwix lies
less then 0.5km away (Shotter 1997) and the fort of Luguvalium, at Carlisle, is only
1.5km away; the fort at Carlisle seems to have been part of an early, first century
defensive system, extending along the Stanegate road. The Stanegate lay to the
south of the second century Hadrian’s Wall, but it is clear that the study area was
within the sphere of influence at an early stage of the Roman period. Later the so-
called Military Way linked the various forts on the Hadrianic frontier; however,
despite extensive excavations in the area to the south of Tarraby Lane (Smith 1978)
no evidence was found for this road, although there was a medieval road on the
anticipated line of the Roman road (ibid). The Military Way, in this area, was
perhaps regarded as unnecessary, given the location of the Stanegate immediately
to the south of the Vallum (Daniels 1978, 236).

3.2.8 Stanwix Fort (Site 10): excavations on the fort at Stanwix in the 1930s by Simpson,
Hogg and Richmond established the positions of the south gate, and the defences
on the north-eastern, south-eastern, and south-western sides. Internal buildings,
including a granary, were located in the playground of Stanwix Primary School
(Simpson and Hogg 1935). In the 1980s, an excavation in the car park of the
Cumbria Park Hotel, immediately north of the school playground, located the stone
footings of the north-western fort wall and an interval tower, together with two
ditches beyond (McCarthy 1999). This demonstrated that the fort had been
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enlarged in the Antonine period, projecting it north of Hadrian’s Wall. The other
key discovery was that of a ditch underlying the interval tower, which was clearly
earlier than the enlargement of the fort, and was presumed to be associated with
Hadrian’s Wall, the foundations of which had been discovered by Simpson and
Hogg in 1932-4  (Simpson and Hogg 1935; McCarthy 1999, 163).

3.2.9 In 1997, Carlisle Archaeological Unit (CAU) carried out further work in the
playground of the Primary School, in advance of the construction of an extension to
the school (McCarthy 1999, 164). The earliest identifiable feature consisted of a
turf deposit, overlain by a substantial deposit of clay; this turf deposit was either
part of a rampart or perhaps evidence of the Turf Wall that predates the stone
version of Hadrian's Wall to the west of the River Irthing. There were no obvious
front or rear faces to this turf deposit, but it was located some metres south of the
stone Hadrian’s Wall discovered in the 1930s (Simpson and Hogg 1935). The walls
located by Simpson and Hogg were not found, but stone and cobbled surfaces and
rubble deposits were identified and were presumed to have belonged with the walls
found in the 1930s. Timber buildings erected after the deposition of Huntcliff ware
in the fourth century were also discovered (McCarthy 1999).

3.2.10 In 1997 and 1998, CAU dug two further trenches in a narrow passage immediately
adjacent to the north-western side of the Victorian school, locating the inner ditch
and the stone footings of the fort wall (McCarthy 1999). Other work in Stanwix in
1993 revealed two phases of walls and surfaces (CAU 1993).

3.2.11 The Fort Environs: in 1986, CAU excavated some deeply stratified deposits,
including remains of buildings, at the former Miles MacInnes Hall in Scotland
Road, demonstrating the existence of extramural development beyond the west gate
of the fort (McCarthy 1999).

3.2.12 Between the fort, and the rising ground to the north-east, centred on Wall Knowe,
is an area of lower ground, where investigations by CAU, in the grounds of
Cumbria College of Art and Design in 1996 (CAU 1998), revealed an extensive
clay platform up to 0.5m thick, which was provisionally interpreted as the parade
ground for the fort (ibid). Between this putative parade ground and the east gate of
the fort is a raised area which was tentatively identified as the tribunal (ibid).
Beneath the clay, identified as a parade ground, was an old ground surface, with
extensive areas of plough marks, and field boundary ditches, including some
discovered in 1976 by the Central Excavation Unit (Smith 1978). In 1998
excavations by CAU identified further buildings and possible industrial debris near
to the entrance to Cumbria College of Art and Design on Brampton Road (CAU
1998). The investigation also identified a large ditch, which was interpreted as the
Vallum, even though it was c75m to the south of the position shown on the modern
OS map.

3.2.13 An excavation and watching brief was carried out at the College in 1999 by LUAU
(1999). Excavation to the south-west of the main College building revealed only
twentieth century features, and suggested that modern disturbance had been heavy,
due to the building being terraced into the slope. However, a watching brief at the
main gate revealed a dump containing Roman pottery, the butt-ends of two possible
beam slots, a larger linear feature, a pit, a post-hole, and a possible kiln. The
evidence suggests Roman occupation close to Brampton Road, probably
terminating by the late third century AD. No evidence for the Vallum was identified
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in this area (LUAU 1999) despite its proximity to the feature identified by CAU
(1998).

3.2.14 A watching brief was undertaken at the same time by Newcastle University's
Archaeological Practice on extensions on the south-east side of the main College
building. The excavations failed to uncover any archaeology to the depth of the pile
caps, except for a thick ploughsoil and hillwash. A much deeper excavation was
undertaken for the construction of a lift-shaft, however, which revealed an
extensive area of cobbling similar to that encountered by the CAU evaluations
(1993) to the north of the College building. Large post-holes and slots were also
discovered, apparently contemporary with the cobbled area; these were cut by
ditches and overlain by burnt deposits. The deposits appeared to concentrate in the
east end of the trench, with the west end showing truncation from the point at
which the college building has been terraced into the slope (A Rushworth pers
comm).

3.2.15 Work in June 2000 (LUAU 2000a) to the north of the main college building
revealed a deposit of clay and cobbles. This deposit consisted of two phases of clay
/ cobble surfaces abutting a metalled surface at the western end. Roman tile, brick
and pottery were uncovered embedded in these surfaces. These clay and cobble
surfaces correspond to those identified by the CAU 1996 excavations (McCarthy
1999) which were interpreted as a parade ground.

3.2.16 A ‘V’-profile ditch, orientated north/south and lying parallel to the eastern edge of
the fort, was seen in the walled garden of the college during work in August 2000
(LUAU 2000b). It was tentatively suggested that this was a ditch of Roman
military origin, likely to predate the fort at Stanwix, and may be part of a temporary
camp or earlier fort.

3.2.17 Carlisle Fort:  the fort at Carlisle was built and in use from the AD 70s, under the
governorship of Petilius Cerialis (Shotter 1997, 13). Excavations since the 1970s
have uncovered a turf and timber rampart (McCarthy 1984), and more recent
excavations at the Millennium site within the fort have revealed considerable
evidence of the fort’s internal layout, and the location of the headquarters building
(Principia) (J Zant pers comm). The close proximity of this fort with that on the
wall at Stanwix meant that they must have been linked in terms of activities to
some degree (McCarthy 1999, 168) and will have resulted in possibly one of the
densest concentrations of population on the northern frontier. Work has
demonstrated the existence of a civilian settlement (vicus) to the south of the
Carlisle fort, which is first attested to on writing tablets dating from the AD 80s
(McCarthy et al 1990, 4).

3.2.18 By the late Roman period, Luguvalium had acquired the status of a Civitas capital,
as Civitas Carvetiorum, which demonstrates the importance of this urban centre
(Charlesworth 1978, 123). The fort to the north of the town remained in occupation
in some fashion into the fifth century (J Zant pers comm), despite the fact that the
defensive line of Hadrian's Wall remained in occupation, on the north bank of the
Eden, and the largest fort on the wall, Stanwix, lay immediately to the north of the
river on the road into Scotland (Daniels 1978, 236-8).

3.2.19 Early Medieval: as is the case throughout Cumbria, evidence for early medieval
activity is extremely limited. The administration of the Roman occupation was
finally rescinded cAD 410 (although there had been a gradual diminishing of
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imperial organisation for some time prior to this), and subsequently the situation
was essentially one where the ‘native’ Britons reverted to autonomy. Within
Carlisle, at Blackfriars Street, the later ‘Roman’ layers were succeeded by features
which have been identified as ‘Anglian’, although close dating is impossible
(McCarthy 1990). Documentary evidence suggests that some elements of urban life
were still in existence in the seventh century when, according to Bede (Colgrave
1940), St Cuthbert in AD 685 saw water systems in use. In addition, Bede records a
nunnery and possibly a monastery within the town (ibid), which was perhaps
associated with St Cuthbert’s, a church that clearly precedes the development of the
cathedral precinct (from the twelfth century) (McCarthy 1990).

3.2.20 During the ninth and tenth centuries, nothing substantial is known from the area
although the region was subject to further incursions from Scandinavia by both the
Danes and Norse; the Danes are noted as having overrun the region in AD 876
under Halfdan (Earle and Plummer 1892). Metalwork of this period has been found
to the west of the present cathedral (Gaimster et al 1989). The place-name evidence
(Smith 1967) indicates the presence of these people in the landscape throughout
Cumbria and it is probable that they colonised and inhabited new settlements with
Norse / Scandinavian names, although they would also have been found in other
previously occupied settlements (Fellows-Jensen 1985, 80).

3.2.21 Medieval:  in England the start of this period is typically defined by the Norman
Conquest of  AD1066 and the subsequent social and economic developments
associated with their occupation. However, at that time Cumbria was an area of
dispute between the expanding kingdoms of England, under Earl Gospatric of
Northumberland, and the Scots under King Malcolm (Wilson 1901); as a result
only the southern part of modern Cumbria is referred to in the Domesday Book, the
area around Carlisle was seemingly under Scots control at that time (Winchester
1987).

3.2.22 In 1092 William Rufus marched north to fortify the disputed border lands against
the Scots and planted a castle and colony at Carlisle, having ejected the native ruler
Dolfin (Rowley 1983, 50; Earle and Plummer 1892). Rufus garrisoned the town
and ‘sent a number of labourers from the south of England to settle in and around
Carlisle, to reclaim the neighbouring lands and to bring them into cultivation’
(Whellan 1860, 84). In 1122, Henry I ordered the city to be fortified with ‘castles
and towers’ (Arnold 1885, 267).

3.2.23 In 1135 the town was granted to the Scots as part of a wider political deal between
England and Scotland, but Henry II re-established English control by 1157
(McCarthy et al 1990). Scottish kings continued to lay claim to many parts of
Northern England throughout the rest of the twelfth century and, in 1173, William
the Lion attempted to take the town (op cit, 126). In 1216 it fell to the Scots but in
the following year was restored to English rule once more. It was not until the mid
thirteenth century that the dispute between kingdoms was settled, with the Pope
decreeing that Northumberland and Cumberland were part of England (McCarthy
et al 1990).

3.2.24 The visit of Henry I in 1122 prompted not only a major period of building at the
castle, but also the foundation in 1133 of an Augustinian Priory, which served as
the seat of the newly created bishopric (McCarthy et al 1990). The thirteenth



Beech Grove, Stanwix, Cumbria: Archaeological Assessment and Evaluation Report 13

For the use of: Carlisle City Council © OAN: March 2002

century saw the foundation of two further monastic establishments, by the
Dominicans (Blackfriars) and the Franciscans (Summerson 1993, 103).

3.2.25 In the fourteenth century, Carlisle was subject to numerous raids and skirmishes
during the Wars of Independence, and, in 1391, was sacked and burnt by the Scots.
The impact of the attack was long felt: a late seventeenth century writer recounted
that the city ‘was never able to recover itselfe from soe many desolations and even
at this day the scars of those dreadful wounds are yet apparent for ye town is so
thin and empty of inhabitants that it looks like a country village well walld [sic]
about rather than a citty [sic]’ (Todd 1690, np).

3.2.26 The place-name evidence, from various documentary references, shows that the
name of Tarraby was in use as ‘Terrebi’ by 1177 and subsequently various other
forms were used, such as ‘Terreby’ in 1233 and ‘Terriby’ in 1580 (Armstrong et al
1971). The name appears to be a derivative of an Old German personal name,
Theodoric or perhaps Theuderich, and the ‘by’ signifying a settlement; this latter
element is of a late form coming from, but probably not being original, Old Norse
(ibid). The name of Stanwix more clearly comes from the Old English ‘stan’ and
the Middle English plural of the earlier Old English ‘wic’, itself probably derived
from the Latin vicus (Lee 1998, 80). Beech Grove is a recent name applied to the
area and as such has no relevance.

3.2.27 Post-Medieval: the Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 1530s had a widespread
impact on the social and economic basis of many settlements in the North, many of
which were, by the sixteenth century, not only recovered from earlier recessions
but flourishing. The main reason for the widespread effects was that most religious
establishments had holdings and interests in numerous far-flung locations. The
Dissolution meant that all those involved in the maintenance of the religious houses
had to seek new livelihoods and all the lands and revenues owned by these houses
were redistributed to new owners. In some places this would have meant little
change, but in others great change resulted, including aspects ranging from rents,
land use, availability of resources such as mills and so on (Bouch and Jones 1961).

3.2.28 From the late fifteenth century onwards a state of anarchy developed along the
borderline; this led to the growth of the Border Reivers which reached its height in
the sixteenth century (Fraser 1971). Following the unification of the crowns in
1603, the border was forcibly pacified, and Carlisle’s influence declined. The Civil
Wars also affected the town, Carlisle being held for a time by the Royalists, but
was recaptured by Parliament in 1645 (McCarthy et al 1990). Unrest, for a number
for reasons, was almost continual but sporadic throughout the Post-Medieval period
until late in the eighteenth century. The most notable episode was the Jacobite
uprisings between 1689 and 1746 (Lenman 1995; Jarvis 1954). As a result of
problems in bringing the English Army from Newcastle to engage Bonnie Prince
Charlie in 1745, the Military Road was established (1751-58) between Newcastle
and Carlisle which was in part on the line of Hadrian's Wall; other routes, such as
the A69 from Brampton into Carlisle, were also turnpiked at this time.

3.2.29 The later eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth centuries saw the development
of industry in Carlisle, led by the ‘first factory’, a woollen mill, in 1724 (Whellan
1860, 97), although Carlisle was noted as having a fulling mill by 1250
(Winchester 1987, 117). Particularly important were textiles, mainly woollen
manufacture, and a number of biscuit manufacturers also operated in the town
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(Whellan 1860, 97). Industrial growth was steady rather than meteoric, as in some
other cities – Carlisle has been rightly cited as ‘a good instance of what may be
called the normal growth of an English town. It owes nothing to mineral wealth
and has made no sudden stride, but merely responded to the industrial impulse in
proportion to its position as a chief town of a large district and a place which was
accessible as a centre of distribution’ (Creighton 1889, 192). The latter role was
helped by the construction of firstly, the canal, in 1819-23, and subsequently the
railways, which were constrcted from Newcastle and the south in the 1830's and
1840s (Marshall and Davies-Shiel 1977).
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4.  ASSESSMENT RESULTS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

4.1.1 The assessment results are based on primary documents, notably maps, and
excavation results, and are presented according to the archive from which they
were consulted. All are within a 1km radius centred on the site (Fig 3).

4.2 CUMBRIA SITES AND MONUMENTS RECORD (CSMR)

4.2.1 There were no explicit SMR records from within the development area. For the
parish of Stanwix, which encompasses the surrounding area, there are over 35 SMR
entries of all periods; however, in the immediate vicinity of the development area
nearly all the entries relate to the Roman period. A full list of the sites around the
development site is given in the site gazetteer (Appendix 3); most are findspots and
are of relatively little value since the finds do not relate to known features or
deposits, although they do give a general indication of activity. The most
significant find is the record (Site 7) of an inscribed altar stone dedicated to a local
deity, Cocidius, who was equated with Mars by the Romans, and is certainly
related to the military occupation of the area. There are also single records each of
findspots, relating to the prehistoric (Site 3) and early medieval periods (Site 2).

4.3 CUMBRIA RECORD OFFICE (CARLISLE)

4.3.1 The Cumbria Record Office at Carlisle (CRO(C)) was consulted to collate maps for
a regression analysis of the study area. There is a relative wealth of cartographic
material available for Stanwix and Tarraby but much is involved with specific post-
medieval properties, and since the archaeological importance of the area is
primarily Roman the information is of only limited use. The larger scale maps
indicate more recent land use and the possible impacts of these on archaeological
survival, as well as recent changes in the landscape. Information from secondary
sources and archaeological or historical journals has been incorporated into the
historical background (Section 3.2).

4.4 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

4.4.2 Tithe Maps 1839 (DRC / 8 / 181 Stanwix, DRC / 8 / 185 Tarraby): the area is
covered by two tithe maps: that for the Stanwix and Tarraby townships (Fig 4). The
site's location is on the Stanwix map, which is scaled at three chains to one mile.
The road layout and location of settlements is similar to the present but the most
obvious difference is that the areas of modern residential buildings were open fields
in 1839. The accompanying schedule provides information on field names,
ownership, value and size. The fields around Tarraby Lane were owned by several
different people and were not part of one large land holding. The field names in this
area include: Knowcroft, East Whins, Wall Knowe, Low Todhills and High
Todhills. The Know(e) is almost certainly derived from the northern form for knoll
(Smith 1967) which fits with the topography. The use of ‘wall’ will have derived
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from local knowledge of the existence of Hadrian’s Wall and Todhills seems to
come from Middle English for foxhills (Lee 1998, 86).

4.4.3 Ordnance Survey 1866 – First Edition, 1:2500: the area is on four separate sheets,
of which the most relevant are the north sheet, XVI.15 (based on a survey
undertaken in 1865 and published in 1866), and the south sheet, XXIII.3 (published
in 1874). The survey shows the line of the Roman Wall along the same lines as on
the present day OS maps, which is only slightly further north than the physical
evidence has demonstrated (Section 5). The line of the Wall is depicted as being
immediately north of Wall Knowe, the small summit corresponding to the study
area. Tarraby Lane is shown as a dashed path across the fields but it does not show
the lane as being tree-lined at this time. The land immediately north of Tarraby is
now a single large field but in 1865 the area was divided into two fields. The
western of these, adjacent to what is now Beech Grove, is shown as being planted
with deciduous and coniferous trees in 1865. The field may have been part of the
extensive Knowfield Nursery, which adjoined land containing Hadrian’s Wall and
is now a residential area.

4.4.4 Ordnance Survey 1868 – First Edition, 1:10,560:  the area lies on two sheets, the
northern being sheet XVI and that to the south being XXIII (Fig 3); both were
surveyed in 1865, and were based on the 1:2500 maps. Since the original survey
was the same as the 1:2500 base, the map does not differ in any way from the larger
scale one and shows all the same features.

4.4.5 The early maps indicate the drastic change in land use of the area to the north of the
proposed development, from a tree nursery to a residential development. The site
itself appears to have remained an area of green fields since the mid 1800s. The
projected line of the Wall has not been altered since its earliest depiction on the OS
maps, being shown as diverging slightly from Tarraby Lane near the current site.
No buildings are shown in the area of the site, indicating that there is potential for
undisturbed archaeological deposits in the area.

4.5 DOCUMENTARY SOURCES

4.5.1 There were several sets of papers found relating to the townships of Stanwix and
Tarraby; it was necessary to look under both since the site is on the border of the
two jurisdictions. Most of the documents were deeds and plans and these provided
only a little information concerning the potential for archaeology at the site; instead
they were, for the most part, indications of property ownership and family history.

4.5.2 Records of the Estate of the Late Mr EG Sheffield of Broadfield House,
Southwaite, D / Sheff / 6 – Knowfield Estate: this collection produced the most
pertinent material and is a collection of 16 sets of documents, nearly all which are
deeds, many mentioning the names of the properties concerned. Three specifically
mention fields adjacent to the site.

4.5.3 1738/9 - D / Sheff / 6 / 1: an enfranchisement, between John Stanwix of Carlisle esq,
lord of the manor of Stanwix, and John Brown of Stanwix, butcher, involving
several parcels of land, a '…parcel of arable land called Todholes (Todhills) (5
roods), parcel of land called Wall Knowe (1.5 acres)…'. This indicates that the land
to the south of Tarraby Lane, at its extreme west end where it now joins Beech
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Grove, was under arable use and may thus have been subject to some limited below
ground disturbance.

4.5.4 1744-1866 - D / Sheff / 6 / 9: this is a bundle of 15 deeds of closes which include
references to Wall Knowe and Low and High Todhills. They seem to indicate that
the land was bought from Jonathan Dodgson in the nineteenth century (who is
shown as the landowner on the 1839 tithe map) by Richard Ferguson.

4.5.5 1739-1947 - D / Sheff / 6 / 10:  this bundle of 14 deeds includes references to Wall
Knowe and Far Todhills. Whether Far Todhills is the same as the Todhills noted is
unknown (Section 4.5.4). These deeds seem to indicate that the land was bought
from Henry Dobinson by George Ferguson in the early nineteenth century.

4.6 LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARIES (CARLISLE)

4.6.1 Several secondary sources were consulted in these collections, particularly the
published volumes of primary documents, including eighteenth century works such
as those by Nicholson and Burn (1777) and Hutchinson (1794) as well as the
Victoria County History for Cumberland (Wilson 1901), volumes of the English
Place Name Society (Armstrong et al 1975). The information from these sources
has been incorporated into the historical background (Section 3.2).

4.7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS

4.7.1 There was a wealth of evidence for the area around the site gathered from previous
archaeological interventions (evaluations, excavations and watching briefs), which
have been carried out by several different archaeological organisations since the
1970s. A brief summary is given below, in chronological order and the location of
the trenches is shown in Figure 5.

Date Excavator Period Comments
1932-4 Simpson (Simpson and

Richmond 1932;
Simpson and Hogg 1935)

Roman
cAD160

Found Hadrian’s Wall, stables and
barracks of Stanwix fort

1940 Simpson and Richmond
(1941)

Roman
Second-fourth
century

Granary of Stanwix fort

1975 Daniels (1976) Roman Trial trench found Wall under
footpath

1976 Smith, CEU (Smith
1978)

Roman Over 40 trenches, nearly all to the
south of Tarraby Lane, four
trenches uncovered Hadrian’s
Wall.

1984 Dacre (1985) Roman
Second-fourth
century

Stanwix fort wall, tower, ditches

1990 CAU (McCarthy 1999) Roman/Pre-
Roman

Trenches prior to housing
development, field systems were
seen
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1993-4 CAU (McCarthy  and
Flynn 1993)

Roman Counterscarp bank on northern
side of the Wall ditch

1996 CAU (McCarthy et al
1997; CAU 1998 )

Roman/Pre-
Roman

Various projects revealed Parade
ground?, metalled surfaces,
possible wheeled vehicle ruts,
earlier agricultural marks

1997 CAU (McCarthy et al
1997)

Roman Line of Hadrian's Wall adjacent to
Tarraby Lane

1997 CAU (Giecco 1999) Roman fourth-
fifth century ?

External surfaces, timber
structures of Stanwix fort

1999-2001 LUAU (1999; 2000a;
2000b)

Roman Variety of work found linear
features, ditch, and a possible kiln

CEU – Central Excavation Unit, English Heritage

CAU – Carlisle Archaeology Unit

LUAU – Lancaster University Archaeological Unit

4.7.2 The archaeological work carried out over the past 70 years has shown that the
landscape in the area of Tarraby Lane supported an agricultural economy existing
prior to the building of Hadrian’s Wall, comprising field systems and settlement
activity in a dispersed pattern. The building of Hadrian’s Wall occurred during the
AD120s; at the western end, between Bowness-on-Solway and the River Irthing,
the first wall was constructed in turf (Stevens 1966, 11). This phase has been
clearly seen in the Stanwix and Tarraby areas. The Turf Wall was subsequently
rebuilt in stone.

4.7.3 The most significant work in the area, carried out by Smith (1978) in 1976,
included numerous trial trenches and an open area excavation to the south of
Tarraby Lane in the field referred to as Wall Knowe. The excavations located the
line of the Wall, demonstrating that it extended immediately to the north of Tarraby
Lane (Figs 7 and 8). The results of the open area excavations in the field of  Wall
Knowe identified the remains of a 'V'-shaped ditch and its later recut (Fig 6). This
was one of a series of ditches forming a field system extending across much of the
field, and appeared to pre-date the Wall, as the field system extended diagonally
underneath it, and was found on both sides (Fig 6); the limited ceramic evidence
from these ditches indicates activity in the first or early second century AD date.
However, there was also a radiocarbon date obtained from the primary silt of the
north-east/south-west ditch in the open area excavation (Fig 6; ditch 78), which
gave a calibrated carbon date of  193 cal BC - cal AD 19 (Harwell 2025) (Smith
1978, 26).

4.7.4 Within the open area excavation there were also two alignments of post-holes (Fig
6), which did not appear to be contemporary with each other; one of these extended
across the line of a ditch belonging to the field system, towards the line of
Hadrian's Wall, with which it had a perpendicular alignment. This suggests that it
post-dated the field system and was also later than the construction of the Wall, but
it may have been contemporary with its occupation. The more westerly alignment
(Fig 6; posts 376-733) had large, square-cut post-holes and contained in situ
preserved oak fragments; it was  suggested that this may have been part of a post
and rail fence suitable for a horse paddock. There was also evidence of a later
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medieval cobbled road, along the northern edge of the field, adjacent to the
boundary (Smith 1978).

4.7.5 From the work carried out by Smith it is clear that there was evidence of large
scale, agricultural activity in the area surrounding the site, from the pre-Roman Iron
Age and continuing in use up until the establishment of Hadrian’s Wall. The
remains of  the wall and Vallum were also identified.

4.7.6 The excavations by Carlisle Archaeological Unit (CAU), in 1994, in two fields to
the north of Tarraby Lane were intended to investigate the Wall ditch and
counterscarp bank further, in addition to the field system. Large numbers of
evaluation trenches were excavated, which revealed more evidence of the pre-Wall
field system in the form of ditches; a parallel pair was identified which appear to
have formed a track and there were also groups of post-holes which were possibly
indicative of buildings. The ditches were overlain by cobbled surfaces, indicating
that they had subsequently been replaced by other activity (McCarthy and Flynn
1993).

4.7.7 In 1997 CAU (McCarthy et al 1997) undertook further trenching along the line of
Hadrian's Wall, but only one trench revealed the line of the Wall (Trench 6) at the
western end of the field, immediately adjacent to Beech Grove; this was therefore
remote from the present site. Trenches 1-4 were excavated very close to the
position of the present site (Fig 7), and, although Trench 2 did reveal some stones
which were probably tumble from the Wall, it did not reveal the Wall itself.
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5.  EVALUATION RESULTS

5.1 INTRODUCTION

5.1.1 Two trenches were excavated, aligned approximately north-west/south-east, with
Trench 1 lying to the south-west of Trench 2; they were positioned where the
proposed development would have the most impact (Fig 7). Trench 1 identified
Hadrian’s Wall, and the Wall ditch to the north was revealed in Trench 2. The full
extent of both the Wall and ditch were not seen during the evaluation, since their
presence within the scope of the development had been determined with this
limited trenching and further investigation would have involved unnecessary
disturbance to the World Heritage Site.

5.2 TRENCH 1

5.2.1 Trench 1 was positioned 37m to the south-west of the fence line bordering the
north side of the field and 2m to the north of the tree-line along Tarraby Lane (Fig
7); it was 4m x 1.6m in size. The earliest deposit revealed was an orangey-pink,
sterile clay, 108, found at a depth of 0.65m from the ground surface. From
experience of earlier investigations in the area (McCarthy et al 1997), this was
identified as the natural drift geology of boulder clay.

5.2.2 Overlying this were the remains of Hadrian’s Wall, 107, which ran slightly
obliquely across the trench, roughly on a north-west/south-east alignment, and at a
depth of 0.45m below the modern ground surface. The Wall was composed of
medium-sized yellowish sandstone blocks, several of which were fractured and
damaged but still in situ (Fig 8). The component blocks varied in size, the largest
being 0.55m x 0.3m, and was over 0.1m deep (Plates 2 and 3). The northern side of
the Wall had a well-defined edge, and incorporated the largest of the exposed
stones. These appeared to have been crudely dressed, which, together with their
large dimensions, suggested that they did not represent an exposed face of the Wall.
It is perhaps likely that these constituted the foundations, such foundations
normally comprised stone and puddled clay, or else large flagstones, and the
evidence within Trench 1 implies that the latter method was followed at Beech
Grove. The smaller stones to the south are likely to have been the remains of the
rubble core, whilst the absence of any dressed ashlar stones suggests the southern
face of the Wall had been completely removed. In addition to the basal course of
stones, the highly degraded remains of a second course were noted, indicating that
the rubble core had been coursed. The fractured nature of the stones and relatively
poor condition of the Wall almost certainly reflect disturbance as a result of
cultivation and from the insertion of drainage features such as 102, which truncated
the wall (Section 5.2.6). From the observed evidence the Wall was at least 1.2m in
width. There was no clear evidence of any bonding material, other than a small
patch of seemingly displaced clay (Section 5.2.3). No finds were retrieved from this
structure.

5.2.3 Across the southern end of the trench, a layer of brownish-red, silty sand (106) was
seen to overlie the Wall. This deposit contained about 10% small and 5% medium-
sized, unsorted, angular sandstone fragments. The stony content and the sandy
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texture clearly indicate that it was the result of the robbing or collapse of the Wall.
A very small area of clayey material in the south-west corner of the trench was
suggestive of clay bonding, and may also relate to an individual stone being
dislodged or robbed. Layer 106 was truncated on the north side by a later feature,
105. This was a linear cut, filled by deposit 104. Cut 105 was a regular linear
feature, running obliquely across the trench in a north-north-west / south-south-east
alignment, and extended beyond the limits of excavation; it was 0.65m in width and
at least 2m in length. The sides were steeply sloping but it was not possible to
excavate it to the full depth and determine the nature of the base, as the feature
rapidly filled with water. The fill, 104, was a mid grey, soft silt which contained
40% small to medium, loosely packed rounded cobbles. It is likely that this feature
was a type of stone-packed drain, presumably hand-excavated, and the cobbles
were placed in it to provide drainage. The form suggests that this may be a
relatively early agricultural feature, perhaps predating the widespread drainage
campaigns of the nineteenth century. The silty nature of the matrix probably results
from partial backfilling and from the gradual accumulation of sediment borne by
the water.

5.2.4 Above fill 104 was a layer of reddish-brown sandy silt, 103, which contained 5%
medium to large irregular fragments of sandstone and about 2% small stones. The
deposit covered the northern 3m of the trench and became thicker towards the north
end. One fragment of modern vessel glass was found within it, and the deposit
clearly represents a relatively recent accumulated subsoil. It had been truncated by
the later insertion of a field drain (102).

5.2.5 The field drain truncated the entire length of the trench, just slightly west of the
mid point. The cut, 102, was highly regular and linear in plan, with a symmetrical,
squared 'U'-shaped profile. The breaks of slope were sharp and the sides vertical,
and the lack of degradation of the boundaries between the deposits indicates that it
was of relatively modern date. The fill, 101, was a dark blackish-grey, clayey silt,
almost identical to the overlying topsoil (100), but distinct from it due to occasional
pink clay inclusions. Within the fill was a ceramic field drain, which was
segmented and had a sub-rounded cross-section; such field drains usually date to
the Victorian period.

5.2.6 The latest deposit in Trench 1 was the topsoil, 100, which covered the entire area
and was a dark blackish-grey, clayey silt, containing 20% roots from the tree-line
to the south. There were several sherds of pottery from this layer most of which
were  within the generally mixed soil.

5.3 TRENCH 2

5.3.1 The trench was situated 25m south-west of the fence line bordering the north side
of the field and 8m north of the tree-line along Tarraby Lane (Fig 8); it was 4.5m
by  1.6m in size.

5.3.2 The earliest deposit seen was an orangey pink, sterile natural boulder clay, 205,
similar to 108 in Trench 1. It was found at a depth of 0.5m at the southern end, but
was truncated to the north by a large ditch, the cut of which, 204, was aligned
approximately north-west/south-east. Only the southern side was visible, 1.6m
from the southern end of the trench. The northern edge of the ditch lay beyond the
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limits of excavation (Fig 8). The overall dimensions are unknown but, within the
confines of Trench 2, it was over 1.6m in length, more than 3.5m wide and 0.5m
deep. The base of the ditch was left intact, excavation ceasing 0.95m below the
ground surface, and the profile of the feature was, for the most part, undetermined;
however, the upper part appeared to be gently sloping and there was, at about 0.5m
from the crest, a break of slope, where the profile became steeper.

5.3.3 Two upper fills were seen but, since the basal part of the ditch was left in situ, the
nature of any underlying material is unknown. The lower, and therefore earlier, of
the two fills, 203, was a pale-grey clayey silt, over 0.1m thick. The fine nature of
the sediment suggests a gradual accumulation infilling an open feature or
depression, and it was possibly water borne in origin. It yielded only a single
fragment of undated ceramic building material (Section 5.4).

5.3.4 The upper fill, 202, was a reddish-grey sandy silt deposit, with a maximum
thickness of 0.4m. Again, this had probably gradually accumulated as it did not
appear to be a dump of material, and the slightly sandy texture suggests that some
of the deposit was derived from the gradual degradation of material from the Wall
to the south. Two small, abraded sherds of nineteenth or twentieth century domestic
vessels (Section 5.4) were recovered from the top of this deposit, indicating that
material was still accumulating at this late date.

5.3.5 Overlying the upper fill of the ditch, 202, was a layer of reddish-brown sandy silt,
201, extending the length of the trench. It was 0.15m thick and contained about 5%
small stones which, in terms of both colour and texture, was similar to 103 seen in
Trench 1 and was probably a similar subsoil.

5.3.6 The most recent deposit in Trench 2 was the topsoil, 200, which covered the entire
area and was a dark blackish-grey, clayey silt, equivalent to 100 in Trench 1. There
were several sherds of post-medieval pottery from this layer, most of which were
residual within the deposit, although two were possibly very abraded sherds of an
earlier date.

5.4 FINDS

5.4.1 A total of 21 fragments of artefacts was recovered from the two trenches, most of
which were ceramic. In general, the fragments were late in date, with only small
fragments from topsoil 200 and upper ditch fill 202 dating from as early as the
eighteenth century. Two small and much abraded fragments in a fine, micaceous
oxidised, orange fabric, from topsoil 100 (OR 1001), might be Romano-British in
date, although the fragments are too small to determine this with confidence. It
must, however, be noted that their fabric is similar to garden wares from 200, and
the possibility that they were of recent origin can not be excluded.
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6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1.1 The results of the assessment showed that there was a very high likelihood of the
survival of archaeological deposits within the area of the proposed development.
Earlier excavations in the vicinity (Smith 1978) had identified both the Wall and
the Wall ditch, with a considerable berm between. In addition, there was evidence
of a field system pre-dating the Wall in the area, which is of considerable
archaeological importance (ibid). There was also evidence of a medieval roadway
parallel to the line of the Wall, but significantly no evidence of the Roman Military
Way (ibid). Documents relating to the Post-Medieval period (Section 4.4) indicate
that the area has, in more recent times, been used for arable cultivation and possibly
a plantation, but that, subsequent to this, the area has gradually been developed
residentially, encroaching to an ever increasing degree on the area around
Hadrian’s Wall.

6.1.2 The evaluation demonstrated that the site lies on the line of Hadrian’s Wall and its
ditch. The trenches, however, did not extend across the full width of either the ditch
or the Wall and thus the dimensions of these features were not fully established.
However, it was demonstrated that the Wall was more than 1.2m wide and the ditch
greater than 3.5m, the two being separated by a of 5.4m across. Excavations in the
environs of the study area recorded the Wall as being 3.2m wide, which is
unusually wide for the Stone Wall replacing the Turf Wall, and the Wall ditch as
6.5m in width (Smith 1978, 24). It can thus be demonstrated that the archaeological
deposits present have been preserved and, although not complete, the surviving
remains are in a relatively good condition and have the potential for providing
further important archaeological information.

6.1.3 The impact of the development upon the surviving archaeological remains would
be significant. The proposed scheme involves the excavation of material for the
insertion of foundations which will be up to 0.9m deep. The upper level of
archaeological deposits are only 0.2m below the surface and the Wall is 0.45m
deep. If the development were to be established in this location then it is likely to
have a direct impact upon the Monument and would result not only in the
disturbance but the complete destruction of archaeology deemed to be of
international importance.

6.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

6.2.1 It is recommended that, given the presence of the surviving remains of Hadrian’s
Wall and its ditch, the position of the proposed recreational development be
reconsidered. In addition to the archaeological restrictions, there are other planning
constraints upon the location of the play area, which must be at some distance from
residential properties. Moving the play area to the north, beyond the counterscarp
bank, would take it too close to residential areas, an alternative to place it on the
opposite side of Tarraby Lane from the present location would put it within an area
of  an early field system and a post-hole alignment. It is therefore suggested that the
development should be placed to the east-north-east of the present site, since
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although within an 'Iron Age' field, it does not apparently disturb a boundary and at
the same time it would be removed from the medieval road (Fig 9).

6.2.2 Considering the archaeological sensitivity of this area, the new location should be
subject to further evaluation trenching to confirm that there is no significant buried
resource there.
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APPENDIX 1
PROJECT BRIEF

1.    SITE DESCRIPTION AND SUMMARY

Site Name: Beech Grove, Stanwix, Carlisle
Grid Reference: NY 4050 5740
Planning Application Reference Number: 1/01/0842
County Sites and Monuments Record Reference Number: 5782

Detailed proposals and tenders are invited from appropriately resource, qualified and
experienced archaeological contractors to undertake the archaeological project outlined by
this brief and to produce a report on that work.

2. PLANNING BACKGROUND

Cumbria County Council’s Archaeology Service has been consulted by Carlisle District
Council regarding a planning application for play equipment at Beech Grove, Stanwix.

The scheme affects an area of archaeological importance, recorded on the County Sites
and Monuments Record (ref 5782) and protected as a scheduled monument.
Consequently Carlisle District Council has been advised to require further information
on the archaeological interest of the site (an evaluation), to be undertaken before any
development commences.

This advice is given in accordance with guidance given in Planning Policy Guidance
note 16 (Archaeology and Planning) and with policy of the County Structure Plan and
Carlisle District Local Plan.

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The site identified for the proposed play equipment lies within Hadrian’s Wall World
Heritage Site and is protected as a scheduled ancient monument. The wall and Vallum pass
through fields adjacent to Beech Grove. Features associated with this internationally
important Roman site could be affected by the proposed works.

4. SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

Objectives
To collate and assess existing information about the archaeology of the site and to

determine as fully as possible the quality, extent and importance of any archaeological
remains within the development area.

Work Required
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A rapid desk-based assessment of the existing resource, which should be undertaken
before any evaluation work commences on site. This should include an assessment of
primary and secondary maps and documents relating to the site, including records and
aerial photographs held by the County Sites and Monuments Record in Kendal as well
as records held by the County Records Office at Carlisle.

The excavation of a series of trial trenches, and the investigation and recording of
deposits and features of archaeological interest identified within those trenches. Initial
topsoil removal can be undertaken by machine, but subsequently trenches must be
cleaned and features investigated by hand. A minimum sample of c 2% of the total site
area should be investigated.

5. PROJECT DESIGN

Before the project commences a project proposal must be submitted to and approved by
the County Archaeologist and English Heritage’s Hadrian’s Wall Co-ordinator.

Proposals to meet this Brief should take the form of a detailed project design prepared
in accordance with the recommendations of The Management of Archaeological
Projects, 2nd ed. 1991, and must include:

A description of the excavation sampling strategy and recording system to be used
A description of the finds and environmental sampling strategies to be used
A description of the post excavation and reporting work that will be undertaken
Details of key project staff, including the names of the project manager, site supervisor, finds and
environmental specialists and any other specialist sub-contractors to be employed
Details of on site staffing, expressed in terms of person days
A projected timetable for all site work and post excavation work

The project design should identify the proposed locations of trial trenches. Final trench
locations must be agreed with the County Archaeological Service and English
Heritage’s Hadrian’s Wall Co-ordinator.

Any significant variations to the proposal must be agreed by the County Archaeologist
Service and English Heritage’s Hadrian’s Wall Co-ordinator in advance.

6. REPORTING AND PUBLICATION

The archaeological work should result in a report, this should include as a minimum:

  A site location plan, related to the national grid
  A concise, non-technical summary of the results
  A description of the methodology employed, work undertaken and the results obtained
  Plans and sections at an appropriate scale showing the location and position of deposits and finds

            located
  A list of, and dates for, any finds recovered and a description and interpretation of the deposits

           identified
  A description of any environmental or other specialist work undertaken and the results obtained
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Three copies of the report should be deposited with the County Sites and Monuments
Record and one with English Heritage within six months of completion of fieldwork.
This will be on the understanding that the report will be made available as a public
document through the County Sites and Monuments Record.

Should further archaeological work result from the evaluation, the results of the
evaluation will need to be made available for inclusion in a summary report to a
suitable regional or national archaeological publication.

7. THE ARCHIVE

An archive must be prepared in accordance with the recommendations of The
Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd ed. 1991, and arrangements made for its
deposit with an appropriate repository. A copy shall also be offered to the National
Monuments Record.

The landowner should be encouraged to transfer the ownership of finds to a local or
relevant specialist museum. In this case Tullie House museum is the most likely
repository. The museum’s requirements for the transfer and storage of finds should be
discussed before the project commences.

The County Archaeology Service must be notified of the arrangements made.

8. PROJECT MONITORING

One weeks notice must be given to the County Archaeology Service prior to the commencement of
fieldwork.

Fieldwork will be monitored by the Assistant Archaeologist and English Heritage’s Hadrian’s Wall Co-
ordinator on behalf of the local planning authority.

9.    FURTHER REQUIREMENTS

It is the archaeological contractor’s responsibility to establish safe working practices in terms of current
health and safety legislation, to ensure site access and to obtain notification of hazards (eg. services,
contaminated ground, etc.).

The Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists must be followed.
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APPENDIX 2
PROJECT DESIGN

 Oxford
Archaeology
North

November 2001

BEECH GROVE, STANWIX

CUMBRIA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Proposals

The following project design is offered in response to a request from Sonia Wayman of
Carlisle City Council, Leisure and Community Development Department for an
archaeological assessment and evaluation at Beech Grove, Stanwix, Carlisle.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 CIRCUMSTANCES OF PROJECT

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (North) has been invited by Sonia Wayman of Carlisle City Council, Leisure
and Community Development Department to submit a project design and costs for an
archaeological assessment and evaluation at Beech Grove, Stanwix, Carlisle, in advance of a
proposed play area. The archaeological work is undertaken to inform a planning application, and
is in line with Planning Policy Guidance Note 16; the project design has been prepared in
accordance with a project brief prepared by the Assistant Archaeologist, Cumbria County Council.
The site is on the line of Hadrian's Wall and is within the Hadrian's Wall World Heritage Site. and
is a scheduled ancient monument.

1.1.2 Archaeological Background: the proposed play area is on the line of Hadrian's Wall, adjacent to
Tarraby Lane.  This section of the wall is close to Stanwix Roman fort, the largest fort on the wall,
and the area has been subject to investigation revealing evidence for the fort, the Vallum, the wall
and a putative parade ground in the area of Cumbria College (CAU 1997, CAU 1998, LUAU
1999, LUAU 2000, and Smith 1978).  The area has considerable archaeological potential and it is
therefore required that an archaeological investigation be undertaken to investigate the impact of
the proposed development.

1.2 OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY (NORTH)

1.2.1 Oxford Archaeology North OA(N), formerly Lancaster University Archaeological Unit, has
considerable experience of the evaluation and excavation of sites of all periods, having undertaken
a great number of small and large scale projects during the past 20 years. Evaluations and
assessments have taken place within the planning process, to fulfil the requirements of clients and
planning authorities, to very rigorous timetables. OA(N) has undertaken considerable numbers of
archaeological excavations both in Carlisle and in the Carlisle area.  These include excavations at
St Nicholas Street, Carlisle and OA(N), along with the Archaeological Practice, undertook a large
excavation at the Cumbria College of Art and Design, at Stanwix to the north of Carlisle.

1.2.2 OA(N) and all its members of staff operate subject to the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA)
Code of Conduct and OA(N) is a registered organisation of the IFA (No 17).

2. OBJECTIVES

2.1 The following programme has been designed in accordance with a brief provided by the Assistant
Archaeologist of Cumbria County Council to provide an accurate archaeological assessment and
evaluation of the designated area, within its broader context. The principal purpose of the
evaluation is to collate information about the archaeology of the site, and to investigate the quality,
extent and significance of sub-surface remains. This will enable an assessment of the significance
of the identified archaeological resource and from this recommendations for any further
archaeological investigation will be made.  The required stages to achieve these ends are as
follows:

2.2 Desk-Based Survey: to accrue an organised body of data to inform the evaluation.

2.2 Evaluation Trenching:  2% of the study area should be subject to evaluation trenching. The
trenching will be by a combination of mechanised and manual techniques.

2.3 Evaluation Report: a written evaluation report will be compiled for the site, which will assess the
significance of the data generated by this programme within a local and regional context. This will
advise on the requirements for further recording measures as necessary.

3. METHODS STATEMENT

3.1 The following work programme is submitted in line with the stages and objectives of the
archaeological work summarised above.

3.2 DESK- BASED STUDY
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3.2.1 The following will be undertaken as appropriate, depending on the availability of source material.
The level of such work will be dictated by the timescale of the project.

3.2.2 Documentary and cartographic material:   this work will rapidly address the full range of
potential sources of information. It will include an appraisal of the Cumbria Sites and Monuments
Record, as well as appropriate sections of County histories, early maps, and such primary
documentation (tithe and estate plans etc.) as may be reasonably available. Some emphasis will be
upon the early cartographic evidence which has the potential to inform post-medieval occupation
and land-use of the area. Any photographic material lodged in both the County Sites and
Monuments Record or the County Record Offices will also be studied. Published documentary
sources will also be examined and assessed. This work will involve visits to the County Record
Office in Carlisle.  Particular emphasis will be upon the results of explorations undertaken in the
area, examining the evidence for the Hadrianic frontier and for Roman activity in the environs.

3.2.4 Aerial photography: a brief survey of the extant air photographic cover will be undertaken. This
would provide an indication of recent land-use, and may provide evidence for the location of the
wall, Vallum and other elements of the frontier. The Cumbria Sites and Monuments Record has a
valuable aerial photographic collection. Aerial photographic work will also entail liaison with the
Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments (England) (NMR), although, within the
timescale available, it is unlikely that prints will be forthcoming from this body for inclusion in
this report.

 3.2.5 Physical environment: a rapid desk-based compilation of geological (both solid and drift),
pedological, topographical and palaeoenvironmental information will be undertaken. It will be
based on published geological mapping and any local geological surveys in the possession of the
county council or the client. This will not only set the archaeological features in context but also
serves to provide predictive data, that will increase the efficiency of the field inspection.

3.3 EVALUATION TRENCHING

3.3.1 The programme of trenching will establish the presence or absence of any previously unsuspected
archaeological deposits and, if established, will then test their date, nature, depth and quality of
preservation.

3.3.2 Methods: it is required that a minimum 2% sample of the area will be excavated, the proposed
development area is 434sqm and it is therefore proposed to excavate two 4m x 1.5m trenches. It
has been requested that the proposed sites of the play equipment be left undisturbed in order to
provide for secure foundations for the equipment, consequently it is proposed to site the trenches
adjacent to the proposed play equipment. The location of the trenches will be informed by the
initial desk-based assessment.  The trenches will be excavated by a combination of mechanised
and manual techniques; the topsoil will be removed by mechanical excavator, fitted with a 1.5m
wide toothless bucket, and stratified archaeological deposits beneath will be excavated by hand.
The machine excavation will not intrude into any potential archaeological stratigraphy and all
machine excavation will be undertaken under careful archaeological supervision. Manual
excavation techniques will be used to evaluate any sensitive deposits, and will enable an
assessment of the nature, date, survival and depth of deposits. The trenches will not be excavated
deeper than 1.25m to accommodate health and safety constraints; any requirements to excavate
below this depth will involve re-costing.

3.3.3 All trenches will be excavated in a stratigraphical manner, whether by machine or by hand.
Trenches will be located by use of GPS equipment which is accurate to +/- 0.15m, altitude
information will be established with respect to Ordnance Survey Datum. Archaeological features
within the trenches will be planned by manual techniques.

3.3.4 Environmental Sampling: environmental samples (bulk samples of 30 litres volume, to be sub-
sampled at a later stage) will be collected from stratified undisturbed deposits and will particularly
target negative features (gullies, pits and ditches). Subject to the results of the excavation an
assessment of any environmental samples will be undertaken by the in-house palaeoecological
specialist, who will examine the potential for further analysis. The assessment would examine the
potential for macrofossil, arthropod, palynological and general biological analysis. The costs for
the palaeoecological assessment are defined as a contingency and will only be called into effect if
good waterlogged deposits are identified and will be subject to the agreement of the Assistant
Archaeologist, Cumbria Council and the client.
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 3.3.5 Samples will also be collected for technological, pedological and chronological analysis as
appropriate. If necessary, access to conservation advice and facilities can be made available.
OA(N) maintains close relationships with Ancient Monuments Laboratory staff at the Universities
of Durham and York and, in addition, employs artefact and palaeozoological specialists with
considerable expertise in the investigation, excavation and finds management of sites of all
periods and types, who are readily available for consultation.

3.3.6 Recording: all information identified in the course of the site works will be recorded
stratigraphically, with sufficient pictorial record (plans, sections and both black and white and
colour photographs) to identify and illustrate individual features. Primary records will be available
for inspection at all times.

3.3.7 Results of the field investigation will be recorded using a paper system, adapted from that used by
Centre for Archaeology of English Heritage. The archive will include both a photographic record
and accurate large-scale plans and sections at an appropriate scale (1:50, 1:20, and 1:10). Levels
will be tied into the Ordnance Datum.   All artefacts and ecofacts will be recorded using the same
system, and will be handled and stored according to standard practice (following current Institute
of Field Archaeologists guidelines) in order to minimise deterioration.

3.4 EVALUATION REPORT

3.4.1 Archive: the results of the fieldwork will form the basis of a full archive to professional standards,
in accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (The Management of Archaeological
Projects, 2nd edition, 1991). The project archive represents the collation and indexing of all the
data and material gathered during the course of the project. It will include summary processing
and analysis of all features, finds, or palaeoenvironmental data recovered during fieldwork, which
will be catalogued by context.  All artefacts will be processed to MAP2 standards and will be
assessed by our in-house finds specialists.  This archive can be provided in the English Heritage
Centre for Archaeology format, both as a printed document and on computer disks as ASCII files,
and a synthesis (in the form of the index to the archive and the report) will be included in the
Cumbria Sites and Monuments Record. OA(N) practice is to deposit the original record archive of
projects (paper, magnetic and plastic media) with the appropriate County Record Office, and a full
copy of the record archive (microform or microfiche) together with the material archive (artefacts,
ecofacts, and samples) with the appropriate museum.

3.4.2 Collation of data: the data generated by 3.2 and 3.3 (above) will be collated and analysed in order
to provide an assessment of the nature and significance of the known surface and subsurface
remains within the designated area. It will also serve as a guide to the archaeological potential of
the area to be investigated, and the basis for the formulation of any detailed field programme and
associated sampling strategy, should these be required in the future.

3.4.3 Evaluation Report: one bound and one unbound copy of a written synthetic report will be
submitted to the Client, and further copies submitted to the Local Planning Authority and to the
County Sites and Monuments Record. The report will include a copy of this project design, and
indications of any agreed departure from that design. It will present, summarise, and interpret the
results of the programme detailed above and will include a full index of archaeological features
identified in the course of the project, with an assessment of the overall stratigraphy, together with
appropriate illustrations, including detailed plans and sections indicating the locations of
archaeological features. Any finds recovered from the excavations will be assessed with reference
to other local material, any particular or unusual features of the assemblage will be highlighted,
and the potential of the site for palaeoenvironmental analysis will be considered. The report will
also include a complete bibliography of sources from which data has been derived, and a list of
further sources identified during the programme of work, but not examined in detail. The report
will incorporate all drawings created by the landscape and fabric surveys.

3.4.4 This report will identify areas of defined archaeology, the location of trenches, and whether the
results of the sampling were positive or negative. An assessment and statement of the actual and
potential archaeological significance of the site within the broader context of regional and national
archaeological priorities will be made. Illustrative material will include a location map, and section
drawings and plans if appropriate; it can be tailored to the specific requests of the client (eg:
particular scales etc), subject to discussion.
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3.4.6 Proposals: the report will make a clear statement of the likely archaeological implications of the
intended development. It will also make recommendations for any further evaluation of the
identified archaeological potential deemed necessary or desirable. It will seek to achieve, as a first
option, the preservation in situ of all significant archaeological features, and possible strategies for
the mitigation of the development, including design modifications, will be considered. Where
conservation is neither possible, nor practical, it may be appropriate to recommend a further stage
of more intensive archaeological work in order to mitigate the effects of development.

3.5 GENERAL CONDITIONS

3.5.1 Access: liaison for basic site access will be undertaken through Carlisle City Council and it is
understood that there will be access for both pedestrian and plant traffic to the site.

3.5.2 Health and Safety: full regard will, of course, be given to all constraints (services) during the
survey, as well as to all Health and Safety considerations. The OA(N) Health and Safety Statement
conforms to all the provisions of the SCAUM (Standing Conference of Unit Managers) Health
and Safety manual.  Risk assessments are undertaken as a matter of course for all projects. The
Unit Safety Policy Statement will be provided to the client, if required.  If there is a requirement to
excavate trenches deeper than 1.25m the trenches will be stepped out to minimise section collapse.

3.5.3 Confidentiality: the report is designed as a document for the specific use of the client for the
particular purpose as defined in this project design, and should be treated as such. Any
requirement to revise or reorder the material for submission or presentation to third parties or for
any other explicit purpose can be fulfilled, but will require separate discussion and funding.

3.5.4 Project Monitoring: any proposed changes to this project design will be agreed with Cumbria
County Council Archaeological Service. If required a meeting with the archaeological curator and
the client can be established at the outset of the project.

3.5.5 Insurance: the insurance in respect of claims for personal injury to or the death of any person
under a contract of service with the unit and arising out of an in the course of such person's
employment shall comply with the employers' liability (Compulsory Insurance) Act 1969 and any
statutory orders made there under. For all other claims to cover the liability of OA(N), in respect
of personal injury or damage to property by negligence of OA(N) or any of its employees, there
applies the insurance cover of £2m for any one occurrence or series of occurrences arising out of
one event.

3.5.6 Reinstatement: it is understood that there will be no requirement for reinstatement of the ground
beyond backfilling.  The ground will be backfilled so that the topsoil is laid on the top, and the
ground will be roughly graded with the machine.

4. WORK TIMETABLE

4.1    It is envisaged that the various stages of the project outlined above would follow on consecutively,
where appropriate. The phases of work would comprise:
Desk-Based Assessment
A five-day period would be required for this element
Evaluation Trenching
A one-day period would be required to complete this element.
Evaluation Report
An eight-day period would be required to complete this element.

4.2 OA(N) can execute projects at very short notice once an agreement has been signed with the
client. The project is scheduled for completion within three weeks from the completion of the field
work.

4.3 The project will be under the project management of Jamie Quartermaine, BA Surv Dip MIFA
(OA(N) Project Manager) to whom all correspondence should be addressed. All Unit staff are
experienced, qualified archaeologists, each with several years professional expertise.
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APPENDIX 3
GAZETTEER OF SITES

Site Number 1
Site name Tarraby Coin
SMR No. 18937
NGR NY 402 576
Site Type Findspot
Period Roman
Source Shotter 1986, 256
Comment The find of a Roman denarius from the reign of Septimius Severus dating to AD196-7.

It lies outside the site boundaries but within the documentary study area.

Site Number 2
Site name Old Croft
SMR No. 521
NGR NY 402 572
Site Type Findspot
Period Early Medieval
Comment An Anglian cross head, found in the garden of Old Croft in 1947. It lies outside the site

boundaries but is within the documentary study area.

Site Number 3
Site name Edentown
SMR No. 5212
NGR NY 409 574
Site Type Findspot
Period Bronze Age
Source Fell 1967, 20
Comment A ceramic decorated urn, found in the nineteenth century at Rickerby House. It lies

outside the site boundaries but within the documentary study area.

Site Number 5
Site name Tarraby
SMR No. 19547
NGR NY 410 580
Site Type Findspot
Period ? Roman
Source Richardson 1999, 35
Comment The findspot of a copper alloy object, probably a dress or cloak fastener, which was

compatible with Roman styles. It lies outside the site boundaries but is within the
documentary study area.

Site Number 6
Site name Tarraby
SMR No. 19658
NGR NY 409 580
Site Type Findspot
Period Roman
Source Richardson 1998, 19
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Comment A harness ring, associated with horse gear, found in the topsoil of the 1976 excavations
(Smith 1978), but which was unpublished in the excavation report. The findspot lies
outside the site boundaries but is within the documentary study area.

Site Number 7
Site name Tarraby - Stanwix
SMR No. 519
NGR NY 409 581
Site Type Findspot
Period Roman, Hadrianic
Source Birley 1952, 70
Comment An altar stone found in 1804, between Tarraby and Stanwix, by some labourers digging

a drain across the foundation of the Roman Wall. It was dedicated to a local god,
Cocidius, often equated with the Roman god Mars. It was found from outside the site
boundaries but within the documentary study area.

Site Number 8
Site name Tarraby
SMR No. 19521
NGR NY 409 581
Site Type Findspot
Period Roman
Source Richardson 1999, 24
Comment The findspot of a silver sestertius coin from the reign of Antoninus Pius, dating to

AD153-4, found while digging house foundations at Silverdale, Whiteclosegate in
1978. The findspot lies outside the site boundaries but within the documentary study
area.

Site Number 9
Site name CEU Watching Brief
SMR No. 13663
NGR NY 411 580
Site Type Archaeological Intervention
Period Roman
Source SMR
Comment A watching brief carried out on the B6264, which possibly located  the Vallum ditch,

dating to the Hadrianic period. It lies outside the site boundaries but is within the
documentary study area.

Site Number 10
Site name Stanwix
NGR NY 401 571
Site Type Roman Fort
Period Roman
Source McCarthy 1999
Comment The Roman fort at Stanwix.  Excavations of the fort in the 1930s by Simpson, Hogg

and Richmond established the positions of the south gate, and the defences on the
north-eastern, south-eastern, and south-western sides. Internal buildings, including a
granary, were located in the playground of Stanwix Primary School (Simpson and Hogg
1935). In the 1980s, an excavation in the car park of the Cumbria Park Hotel,
immediately north of the school playground, located the stone footings of the north-
western fort wall and an interval tower, together with two ditches beyond (McCarthy
1999). In 1997, Carlisle Archaeological Unit (CAU) carried out further work in the
playground of the Primary School (McCarthy 1999, 164). The earliest identifiable
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feature consisted of a turf deposit, overlain by a substantial deposit of clay; this turf
deposit was either part of a rampart or perhaps evidence of the Turf Wall that predated
the stone version of Hadrian's Wall to the west of the River Irthing. There were no
obvious  front or rear faces to this turf deposit, but it was located some metres south of
the Stone Wall discovered in the 1930s (Simpson and Hogg 1935). In 1997 and 1998,
CAU dug two further trenches in a narrow passage immediately adjacent to the north-
western side of the Victorian school, locating the inner ditch and the stone footings of
the fort wall (McCarthy 1999).

Site Number 11
Site name Wall Knowe
NGR NY 404 572 - 413 581
Site Type Vallum
Period Roman
Source Smith 1978; CAU 1998; LUAU 1999
Comment The line of the Vallum of the Hadrian's Wall frontier in this sector extends c180m to the

south-east of and parallel to the line of the Wall.  It was identified by CAU excavations
in 1998 to the south-west of the Art College, but subsequent excavations by LUAU
(1999) in a similar location did not reveal it. The best evidence for it in this area is
provided by the excavations of Smith (1978) which showed it following a line along the
south-east side of the Wall Knowe field.  To the immediate north of the Vallum is the
north mound (Smith 1978).

Site Number 12
Site name Tarraby Lane
NGR NY 403 573 - 411 583
Site Type Hadrian's Wall
Period Roman
Source Smith 1978, McCarthy et al 1997
Comment The line of Hadrian's Wall, the Wall ditch and counterscarp bank have been identified

by excavations of Smith 1978 in the area of the proposed development, as lying close to
and immediately north of Tarraby Lane.  The Wall was found to be degraded in places
but otherwise in moderately good condition. It was also identified near Beech Grove by
excavations by CAU in 1997.



Beech Grove, Stanwix, Cumbria: Archaeological Assessment and Evaluation Report 41

For the use of: Carlisle City Council © OAN: March 2002

APPENDIX 4
 CONTEXT INDEX

CONTEXT NUMBER TRENCH DESCRIPTION

100 1 Topsoil
101 1 Fill of field drain, 102
102 1 Cut of field drain trench, north/south, filled by 101
103 1 Subsoil
104 1 Fill – stony fill of north-west/south-east linear

feature, 105
105 1 Cut of linear feature, filled by 104
106 1 Layer – degraded upper material from wall 107
107 1 Wall – sandstone foundations of Hadrian’s Wall
108 1 Natural subsoil
200 2 Topsoil
201 2 Subsoil
202 2 Fill – upper fill of ditch 204
203 2 Fill – lower fill of ditch 204
304 2 Cut – ditch, filled by 202 and 203
205 2 Natural subsoil
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APPENDIX 5
OBJECT INDEX

Context OR Material Category No Description Date

Trench 1
100 1000 Ceramic Vessel 5 Two fragments of slip-decorated

redware, two fragments of blue and
white decorated white earthenware,
and one fragment whiteware.

Late nineteenth
century or later

100 1001 Ceramic Vessel 2 Two undiagnostic fragments of
orange oxidised fabric, highly
micaceous.

Romano-
British?

100 1002 Ceramic Building
material

1 A small undiagnostic fragment. -
100 1003 Iron Nail 1 A clenched nail -
103 1004 Glass Vessel 1 A body/neck of greenish mould-

blown bottle.
Late nineteenth
century or later

Trench 2
200 1005 Ceramic Vessel 8 Six fragments garden ware (four are

a soft micaceous fabric); one
fragment creamware; one fragment
tin-glazed.

Late nineteenth
century or later

202 1006 Ceramic Vessel 2 One fragment of garden ware; one
fragment of slip-decorated redware.

Late eighteenth
century or later

203 1007 Ceramic Vessel 1 One fragment of thin sand-cast tile. -
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PLATES

Plate 1:  General Location of Trenches 1 and 2, with Tarraby Lane to the right of the
picture

Plate 2: Trench 1, Hadrian’s Wall truncated by Victorian land drain, looking west
Plate 3: Trench 1, showing Hadrian’s Wall, with the land drain truncating the

remains, looking north
Plate 4: Trench 2, the Wall Ditch in section, located at the north end of the trench,

looking west













Figure 6:   Open area excavation to the south of Tarraby Lane, showing corner of the
pre-Wall field system (after Smith 1978)



Figure 6:   Open area excavation to the south of Tarraby Lane, showing corner of the
pre-Wall field system (after Smith 1978)









Plate 1: General Location of Trenches 1 and 2, with Tarraby Lane to the right of the picture

Plate 2:  Trench 1, Hadrian’s Wall, truncated by Victorian land drain, looking west



Plate 3:  Trench 1, showing Hadrian’s Wall, with the land drain truncating the
remains, looking north

Plate 4:   Trench 2, the Wall Ditch in section, located at the north end of the trench,
looking west


