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Land Off Little Hampden Close

 Wendover, Buckinghamshire

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT

CONTENTS

Summary ................................................................................................................................... 1

1 Introduction ....................................................................................................................... 1

1.1 Location and scope of work .......................................................................................... 1

1.2 Geology and topography ............................................................................................... 1

2 Archaeological and historical background ........................................................................ 1

3 Evaluation Aims ................................................................................................................ 2

4 Evaluation Methodology ................................................................................................... 3

4.1 Scope of fieldwork ........................................................................................................ 3

4.2 Fieldwork methods and recording ................................................................................. 3

4.3 Finds .............................................................................................................................. 3

4.4 Palaeo-environmental evidence..................................................................................... 3

4.5 Presentation of results.................................................................................................... 3

5 Results: General................................................................................................................. 4

5.1 Soils and ground conditions .......................................................................................... 4

5.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits ......................................................................... 4

6 Results: Descriptions ......................................................................................................... 4

6.1 Description of deposits .................................................................................................. 4

6.2 Finds .............................................................................................................................. 4

6.3 Palaeo-environmental remains ...................................................................................... 5

7 Pottery Assessment............................................................................................................ 6

8 Discussion and Interpretation ............................................................................................ 6

8.1 Reliability of field investigation.................................................................................... 6

8.2 Overall interpretation..................................................................................................... 6

Appendices ................................................................................................................................ 8

Appendix 1 Archaeological Context Inventory..................................................................... 8

Appendix 2 Bibliography and References............................................................................. 8

Appendix 3 Summary of Site Details.................................................................................... 9

Appendix 4 Gazetteer of Archaeological References............................................................ 9

LIST OF FIGURES

Fig. 1 Site location

Fig. 2 Trench location plan

Fig. 3 Sections





Oxford Archaeology                                                                Land off Little Hampden Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire

Archaeological Evaluation Report

© Oxford Archaeological Unit Ltd. November 2004 1
\\Server1\Smallworks\PROJECTS\Buckinghamshire BU\Aylesbury Vale AV\5438 Little Hampden Close, Wendover

EV\evREP.doc

SUMMARY

On the 11th October 2004 Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out a field

evaluation on land off Little Hampden Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire

(NGR: SP 8668 0764)  on behalf of Ian Henstock. The evaluation revealed

extensive deposits of post-medieval garden soil, a layer of a possible early

medieval plough soil and a 13th- to 14th-century field or property

boundary ditch.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope of work

1.1.1 On the 11th October 2004 OA carried out an archaeological evaluation on Land off

Little Hampden Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire (NGR: SP 8668 0764) on behalf

of  Ian Henstock, in respect of a planning application for the erection of a new

dwelling (Planning Application No. 03/2367).

1.1.2 A brief (BCAS 2004) was set by, and a WSI (OA 2004) was agreed with David

Radford, the Archaeological Officer for the Buckinghamshire County Archaeological

Service.

1.2 Geology and topography

1.2.1 The development area is located to the rear of 21 and 23 Pound Street on the south-

western edge of Wendover (Fig. 1). The site is bounded to the north, east and west by

residential properties and to the south by Little Hampden Close. The site is currently

a heavily overgrown garden, with a noticeable south-west to north-east slope running

down towards South Street.

1.2.2 The site lies at  approximately 130 m above OD and occupies an area of 308 m2. The

underlying geology is Lower Chalk overlain by Icknield Loam.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

2.1.1 A desk-top assessment (OA 2002) had been produced for the area adjacent to the

development site and its summary has been amended and updated to reflect the

location of the site. A gazetteer of references is included as an appendix at the end of

this document.

2.1.2 The site itself has produced no archaeological evidence and there are no known sites

with archaeological remains adjacent to the development site.

2.1.3 Previous investigations: There is one known archaeological site 60 m to the north-

east of the proposed development. An evaluation at 4 South Street, Wendover

exposed a medieval rubbish pit, a post-medieval property boundary and post-

medieval rubbish pits all probably associated with the properties known to be on the

site in the 17th and 18th centuries (OA 2003).
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2.1.4 There have also been three archaeological investigations in the vicinity. A watching

brief at Wendover House (OA 9), c 650 m from site, identified a number of medieval

and post-medieval features. Excavations at Heron Cottage (OA 6), c 430 m from the

site identified evidence for early medieval and medieval settlement. A watching brief

in St. Mary’s Churchyard (OA 3), c 550 m from site identified a medieval pit.

2.1.5 Prehistoric: Palaeolithic flint workings have been found on the Chilterns c 20km to

the north-east of Wendover, at Caddington. A Neolithic flint blade (OA 20) has been

found in a back garden in Pound Street. The Upper Icknield Way that passes through

Wendover runs within 20 m of this site. A ranch boundary of probable Bronze Age

date is known on the scarp overlooking Wendover. The hillfort of Boddington Hill (c

700m to the east of the Study Area), is of Iron Age date.

2.1.6 Roman: Wendover lies c 1.8 km to the south and east of the Lower Icknield Way, a

Roman Road which connects with Akeman Street c 3.5 km to the north of the town.

Roman period finds include OA 1 - Romano-British pottery found to the north west

of the medieval defended site; OA 4, 5, 8, and 9 - Roman coins;  OA 12 - an

inhumation of either Romano-British or Saxon date at Wendover House

2.1.7 Early medieval: Wendover is first mentioned as a settlement in its own right in a

charter of c 970 AD as Waendofron, and as Wendouvre in Domesday when it was a

Royal manor accounting for 24 hides, with land for 26 ploughs, meadow for 3

ploughs, and 2 mills. Saxon pottery sherds in association with a possible flint cobbled

surface (OA 6) c 400m to the south-west of the site have been located.

2.1.8 Later medieval: The core of the original medieval borough is likely to have been what

is now Pound Street, South Street, High Street and North Street. A second, probably

earlier core to the south focuses around the church, which has 12th century origins.

The borough contained 121 burgages in the 13th century and extended over an area of

30 to 40 acres. Substantial quantities of pottery, (OA 3, 6, 7, 9, 14 and 15) have been

recovered together with a probable medieval house platform (OA 15). 

2.1.9 Post-medieval: from a map of 1620, it can be seen that developed street frontages had

evolved in the town. The development site lies to the rear of No’s 21 and 23 Pound

Street, both 17th century timber framed cottages with brick infill and is shown within

a burgage plot on the 1620 map.

2.1.10 The SMR records a number of medieval and post-medieval buildings in the town (see

Gazetteer at the end of this report).

3 EVALUATION AIMS

3.1.1 To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains within the proposed

development area.

3.1.2 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any

archaeological remains present. A specific aim was to establish whether any evidence
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for ancillary activities such as small-scale industrial activity, waste pits, temporary

buildings and wells associated with the buildings fronting Pound Street had survived.

3.1.3 To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of archaeological deposits

and features.

3.1.4 To signal, before the destruction of the material in question, the discovery of a

significant archaeological find, for which the resources allocated are not sufficient to

support a treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard. In this case additional

technicians may be required to aid the excavation of the archaeological material.

3.1.5 To make available the results of the investigation.

4 EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

4.1 Scope of fieldwork

4.1.1 The evaluation was to consist of an “L” shaped trench, with the two arms each

measuring 10 m long by 1.8 m wide, with one of the arms aligned  south-west to

north-east parallel to the property boundary and the second aligned north-west to

south-east running across the width of the property (Fig. 2). However because of the

location of a mature tree the length of the second arm was reduced to 8.5 m. The

overburden was removed under close archaeological supervision by a mechanical

excavator (JCB) fitted with a 1.8 m wide toothless grading bucket.

4.1.2 Excavation proceeded in spits down to the top of the first significant archaeological

layer or to the top of the natural geology, whichever was encountered first.

4.2 Fieldwork methods and recording

4.2.1 The trench was cleaned by hand and any revealed features were sampled to determine

their extent and nature, and, where possible to retrieve finds and environmental

samples. A plan of the trench including the archaeological features was drawn at a

scale of 1:50 and sections of the feature and sample sections were drawn at a scale of

1:20. All features were photographed using colour slide and black and white print

film. Recording followed procedures laid down in the OA Field Manual (OAU, 1992).

4.3 Finds

4.3.1 Finds were recovered by hand during the course of the excavation and bagged by

context.

4.4 Palaeo-environmental evidence

4.4.1 A bulk sample suitable for sieving for charred remains was recovered from the upper

fill of a ditch. 

4.5 Presentation of results
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4.5.1 The results of the evaluation are presented overleaf, starting with a stratigraphic account

of the trench, followed by an overall discussion and interpretation.

5 RESULTS: GENERAL

5.1 Soils and ground conditions

5.1.1 The site was located on a shallow south-west to north-east slope and comprised garden

and worked soils overlying the natural. The boundaries of the layers and the edges of the

feature were well defined. Soil conditions were dry to moist with no waterlogging

encountered.

5.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

5.2.1 The only significant archaeological feature was encountered at the south-eastern

extent of the evaluation.

6 RESULTS: DESCRIPTIONS

6.1 Description of deposits

6.1.1 The natural, a layer of weathered chalk (7) was reached at a depth of between 0.6 m

and 0.9 m below ground level. At the south-eastern end of the trench this was cut by a

1.5 m wide, 0.4 m deep, south-west to north-east aligned ditch (6). Running parallel

to Little Hampden Close, this may represent a property boundary. The base of the

ditch was filled by a 0.15 m deep compacted pale brown silt (5), which contained

some  small sub-angular flints, and is a probable silting deposit. The remainder of the

ditch was filled by a 0.25 m deep friable pale grey-brown silt (4), which produced a

large quantity of charcoal flecking and pottery dating to the 13th- to 14th-century.

6.1.2 Sealing the ditch and lying directly upon the natural was a 0.2 m thick layer of a

friable light grey-brown clay silt (3). This contained a large quantity of chalk and

charcoal flecking and heavily abraded fragments of CBM. Its nature suggests a layer

of heavily worked soil, possibly a plough soil, however no dating evidence was

recovered.

6.1.3 Overlying this was a layer of friable grey-brown clay silt (2) between 0.2-0.3 m in

depth. This produced fragments of brick and tile, transfer printed pottery, glazed

earthenware and  clay pipe stem suggesting an 18th to 19th century date and is

indicative of a garden soil. A layer of a friable dark grey-brown silt loam (1)

measuring 0.4-0.6 m in depth sealed layer 2. This layer produced fragments of tile,

transfer printed ware, creamware, glass and clay pipe stems dating to the 19th and

20th centuries and represents the modern garden soil.

6.2 Finds
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6.2.1 As noted in the soil descriptions, fragments of pottery (including earthenware,

creamware and transfer printed ware), glass, clay pipe stem, bone, brick and tile were

recovered, the majority from layers 1 and 2, giving a post-medieval date of between

the 18th and 20th centuries. A fragment of bone and two sherds of 13th- to 14th-

century pottery was recovered from the ditch fill 4.

6.3 Palaeo-environmental remains

          By Laila Sikking and Liz Stafford

       
             Methodology

6.3.1 One sample was taken during the evaluation for the recovery of charred plant remains

from an undated ditch. The sample (sample no. 10, context no. 4) was processed by

flotation using a modified Siraf-type machine, with the flot collected on a 250 m

mesh. After air-drying the flot was scanned for material under a binocular microscope

at x10 and x20 magnification.

             Results

6.3.2 The flot was small in size and contained a few pieces of charcoal and charred plant

remains as well as a reasonable amount of fragments of clinker/coal. The finds from

this sample included ceramic building material and bone. The preservation of the

charcoal and charred plant remains was quite poor and the flot was contaminated with

modern roots, seeds, leaves and wood. One of the few charcoal pieces was identified

as Quercus sp. (oak). The sample produced grains of Triticum sp. (wheat) but no

other charred seeds or fruits of cultivated plants.

6.3.3 Molluscs were common in the flot. These snails form a mixed assemblage of open

country and shade demanding species. The shade demanding species (see table *b)

indicate that scrubby vegetation must have grown in the ditch from which the sample

was taken. The presence of a fragment of Helix aspersa (garden snail) points to a

Medieval or later dating of this ditch.

Discussion

6.3.4 The presence of clinker/coal in the flot and ceramic building material in the residue

indicates that this site was either used for industrial purposes or that people used coals

instead of wood as a fuel for domestic use. Since the preservation and quantity of

charred plant remains was limited, the sample does not offer much potential for

dating or environmental reconstruction. Molluscs are well preserved and if the site

goes to future excavation targeted sampling for snails should be part of a sample

strategy.

Table *a: The results of the assessment of sample with charred remains
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Sample

no.

Context

no.

Type of

context

Period Quantity of

charcoal

Charcoal

type

Grain Molluscs

10 4 ditch
undated (possibly Post-

Medieval)
+ oak wheat +++

+ = present (up to 5 items), ++ = frequent (5-25), +++ = common (25-100), ++++ = abundant

(>100)

             Table *b: Identification of molluscs from the sample.

Open country

species

Shade demanding

species

Catholic species

Helicella itala Discus rotundatus Trichia hispida

Vallonia costata Oxychilus cellarius Helix aspersa

Vertigo pygmaea Carychium

tridentatum

Acanthinula aculeata

7 POTTERY ASSESSMENT

By Paul Blinkhorn

7.1.1 The assemblage comprised two sherds, both from context 4, with a total weight of 2

g.  They are both probably from the same vessel.  The fabric comprised moderate to

dense sub-rounded quartz up to 1mm. A number of sources in the region are possible,

but the most likely would seem to be the kilns at Potter Row, Great Missenden,

whose products are dated to the 13th – 14th century AD (McCarthy and Brooks 1988,

292).

8 DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION

8.1 Reliability of field investigation

8.1.1 The percentage sample of the site (12%), the location of the trench and the consistent

stratigraphy throughout the trench gives a high confidence that the interpretation of

the results will apply equally throughout the development area.

8.2 Overall interpretation

8.2.1 Layers 1 and 2 are consistent with post-medieval horticultural use of the area with the

finds being evidence of domestic refuse disposal.

8.2.2 The composition of Layer 3 is indicative of a plough soil and evidently predates the

horticultural use, but the lack of dating evidence means difficulty placing it within the
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chronology of the site. A supposition is that it predates the formation of the burgage

plots within Wendover during the late medieval and post-medieval periods.

8.2.3 Ditch 6 most likely represents a field boundary constructed during the early medieval

period. Its alignment appears to respect that of Little Hampden Close and may

indicate the delineation of agricultural fields to the south and south-east. The

evidence of clinker and coal residues from the environmental sampling suggests

possible industrial activity close by, possibly from premises fronting Pound Street

However, the limited evidence from within the trench can not substantiated the ditch

as having been a burgage plot boundary, particularly as it appears to have been sealed

by a plough soil.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY

Ctxt

No

Type Depth. (m) Comment Finds Date

1 Layer 0.0 m - 0.25 m Modern garden soil
Pottery, Glass, Tile,

Clay pipe stem
C19th - C20th

2 Layer 0.25 m - 0.5 m Earlier garden soil
Pottery, Brick, Clay

pipe stem
C18th - C19th

3 Layer 0.5 m - 0.7 m Possible plough soil
Heavily abraded brick

or tile fragments

poss. early

medieval

4 Fill 0.7 m - 0.95 m Upper silting deposit Pottery, bone
13th-14th

century

5 Fill 0.95 m - 1.1 m Lower silting deposit - -

6 Cut 0.7 m - 1.1 m Boundary ditch - -

7 Layer 0.7 m - > 1.1 m
Natural weathered

chalk
- -
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Wendover
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Kerney, M. P. & R. A. D. Cameron, 1979  A field guide to the Land Snails of Britain and

north-west Europe. Collins, London.

McCarthy, MR and Brooks, CM, 1988  Medieval Pottery in Britain AD900-1600  Leicester

University Press

OA, 1992  Field Manual (ed. D Wilkinson)

OA, 2002  Land in Pound Street and South Street, Wendover, Buckinghamshire.

Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

OA, 2003  4 South Street, Wendover, Buckinghamshire. Archaeological Evaluation Report

OA, 2004  Land off Little Hampden Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire - Written Scheme of

Investigation
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APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Land off Little Hampden Close, Wendover, Buckinghamshire

Site code: WELHC 04

Grid reference: SP 8668 0764

Type of evaluation: 1 Trench, 20 m total length

Date and duration of project: 1 day, 11th October 2004

Area of site: 308 m2

Summary of results: Extensive post-medieval garden soils, a possible early medieval plough

soil and a possible 13th-14th century field boundary ditch.

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford,

OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museums Service in due

course.

APPENDIX 4 GAZETTEER OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL REFERENCES

OA No. Description NMR/SMR

No.

1 Possible site of a medieval defended site SMR 2034

2 Medieval socketed armour piercing arrowhead. Found in 1949. SMR 2374

3
Pit or occupation layer containing 12th – 14th century pottery.

Found during a watching brief in 1984.

SMR 5379

UID 657096

4 Two unidentifiable bronze Roman coins. Found in 1965. SMR 2487

5 Bronze Roman coin c. AD 100-150. Found in 1978 SMR 4375

6

c. 200 sherds of medieval pottery collected during gardening in

1978. Also a possible flint cobble layer with associated finds 

(Saxon and Medieval) identified in 1979.

SMR 4414

NMR 869767

UID 641701

7
47 medieval pottery sherds and a Jetton of Ed.III – Rich.II.

Found in 1991.
SMR 4415

8 Bronze Roman coin AD 40-180. Found 1990.
SMR 0439

NMR 344148

9

Manor House – Wendover House. Elizabeathan style. Formal

garden, ornamental pond, park. Skeleton found in1960 during

construction work.  Two Roman coins found nearby by metal-

detector.

SMR 1528

UID 1353806

10 Watermill established by 1295, and abandoned in 1824.

SMR 4538

NMR 869086

/ 869087

11 Canal and adjacent gasworks. SMR 1569

12

Inhumation, no dating evidence, probably Romano-British or

Saxon. Discovered by a home-owner while gardening and

subsequently excavated.

SMR 5167

NMR

1193071

13 Site of probable medieval windmill. SMR 4022

14 House platform near church. SMR 2205

15
Possible motte, more likely a medieval House platform.

Although site may all be upcast from pond excavation.
SMR 2205

16
Site of a medieval hospital and chapel. The site has now been re-

developed.

SMR 2461

NMR 344163

17 The site of a post medieval windmill, later steam powered

18

Alleged cross-ridge dyke, seen on an aerial photograph, the

negative and print are now destroyed. The site however probably

represents old chalk workings and tracks.

NMR 344139
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19
Windmill. Tower mill for processing cereals. Built between

1796 and 1804.

SMR 4019

NMR 497541

20
Part of a Neolithic grey flint blade with utilised edges. Found

1964.
SMR 0960
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O xfo rd  A rc haeo log ic a l  Un i t  i s  a

P r i v a t e  L im i t ed  C omp any ,  N o :  1 6 1 8 5 97

and a  Reg i s te red  Char i t y ,  N o :  28 5 62 7

Reg i s t e red  O f f i ce :
O xfo rd  A rc ha eo log ic a l  Un i t
Jan us  Hous e ,  O s n ey  M ea d,  Ox fo rd  O X2  0 ES

Oxfo rd  A rch a eo l o gy  N o r th

S to rey  In s t i tu te
M eet ing  Hou se  L a ne
L a nc as t e r  L A 1  1 TF

t :  ( 0 044 )  01 5 2 4  5 4 1 0 0 0
f :  ( 00 44 )  0 15 2 4  8 48 6 06
e :  lan c in fo @ ox fo rd a rc h .co .uk
w:www.ox fo rda rc h .c o .uk

Oxfo rd  A rch a eo l o gy

Jan us  Hou se
O sney  M ea d
O xfo rd  O X2  0 ES

t :  ( 0 044 )  01 8 6 5  2 6 3 8 0 0
f :  ( 00 44 )  0 18 6 5  7 93 4 96
e :  i n fo@ o x fo rda rc h .c o .uk
w:www.ox fo rda rc h .c o .uk
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