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Summary

Between  22nd  and  24th  May  2013,  Oxford  Archaeology  East  carried  out  an
archaeological evaluation at  9 – 15 Cambridge road, Linton,  Cambridgeshire (TL
5580  4659).  This  revealed  a  thick  deposit,  contained  13th-14th  century  pottery,
which overlay several postholes and pits, which contained unabraded pottery of the
same date. It seems likely that these features represent a medieval building of some
form.

Elsewhere  on the site,  several  19th  century  features  were  recorded,  which  also
appeared to have a structural origin. These are likely to relate to a structure shown
on the 1838 enclosure map, as well as the first edition (1885) and second edition
(1901) Ordnance Survey maps of the site.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 An  archaeological  evaluation  was  conducted  at  9-15  Cambridge  Road,  Linton,

Cambridgeshire (TL 5580 4659).  This is  the site  of  an old police station and police
housing,  which  it  is  proposed  will  be  demolished  to  make  way  for  eighteen  new
affordable homes.

1.1.2 This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by
Kasia  Gdaniec  of  Cambridgeshire  County  Council  (CCC;  Planning  Application
S/2420/12/F), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East. 

1.1.3 The  work  was  designed  to  assist  in  defining  the  character  and  extent  of  any
archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with
the  guidelines  set  out  in  National  Planning  Policy  Framework  (Department  for
Communities and Local Government March 2012).  The results will enable decisions to
be  made  by  CCC,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Planning  Authority,  with  regard  to  the
treatment of any archaeological remains found.

1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate
county stores in due course.

1.2   Geology and topography
1.2.1 The site is located to the south of the village of Linton, c.350m form the present course

of the River Granta. The underlying geology is part of the new pit chalk formation, with
river terrace gravels overlaying this just to the north of the site. 

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 The site is located in an area  rich in known archaeological features of Neolithic to post-

medieval date. Two archaeological sites, excavated nearby are of particular relevance;
that at Linton Village College (Clarke 2007; Gilmour 2009; Gilmour 2011) and an Early
Iron  Age  site,  used  as  the  type  site  for  Darmsden-Linton  pottery  (Fell  1953).  The
background below is taken from Clarke 2007, with amendments, and is followed by a
summary of these two sites.

Prehistoric

1.3.2 Flint scatters and individual findspots indicative of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and
Bronze Age activity have been found along the river valley gravels and surrounding
chalk uplands. Locations include Linton villa (Ette and Hinds 1993; CHER 09841), Little
Linton Farm (CHER 10186b; Shotliff 1992), Great Abington (Sealey et al forthcoming)
and Bourn Bridge,  Pampisford (CHER 11317).  A Neolithic  adze (CHER 06074)  and
polished stone axe (MCB 17060) were discovered a few hundred metres to the west of
the site, whilst a flint axe was recovered close to a ditch on the higher ground to the
south (CHER 06072) of these. Further along the valley, c. 0.km to the north-west of the
site, a Neolithic spear head was also found (CHER 10154) in a field adjacent to the
river. The relative density and distribution of these assemblages and findspots suggest
that the Granta valley was a focus for the exploitation of natural flint and acted as a
corridor for transient populations who may have visited the area on a seasonal basis.

1.3.3 There are also numerous prehistoric monuments within the vicinity of the site, mostly
comprising barrows and ring ditches presumed to be Bronze Age burial mounds. These
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appear  to  be clustered along the high ground,  valley sides  and close to significant
routes such as the Icknield Way, the southern branch of which passes through Linton.
This series of important prehistoric tracks linked the northern coast of East Anglia with
the Thames Valley (Margary 1973). Relatively few Bronze Age find spots are recorded
in the vicinity,  although a bronze spear head (CHER 06116) was found close to the
Hadstock road junction to the south of the village.

1.3.4 Possible barrows have been recorded within the parish of Linton (CHERs 06179, 09365
and 9350), Bartlow to the east (CHER 11468), and Hildersham to the west (CHERs
09355 and 9351), whilst a barrow cemetery has been identified close to the Abingtons
at Four Wentways (Leith 1997), near to where the main Icknield Way route crosses the
River Granta.

Later Iron Age and Roman

1.3.5 Middle/later Iron Age sites frequently occur along the valley and its environs. Features
of this date have been found c.0.7km to the north-west in a field located between Little
Linton Farm and Linton Village College (CHER 10186C; Shotliff 1992). Also within the
village, Middle Iron Age settlement remains were revealed on a small, dry plateau close
to the river, during further work at Linton Roman villa (CHER 09841a; Ette and Hinds
1993, and see below). An Iron Age weaving comb was discovered to the south of the
A1307,  along  with  a  sherd  of  contemporary  pottery  (CHER  06087),  and  could  be
indicative of another settlement in the vicinity.

1.3.6 Further  afield,  sites  characterised  by  numerous  pits  have  been  investigated.
Noteworthy among these are Abington Great Park where over 50 pits were recorded
(Sealey et al forthcoming), whilst at Newmarket Road and Trumpington Park and Ride
nearer to Cambridge, pits numbering c.200 and 600 respectively were revealed (Lyons
forthcoming (a)). The latter site may also have had a ceremonial or funerary function
given  the presence of  possible  mortuary structures  and shrines.  A series  of  pits  of
possible later prehistoric date were also discovered during a watching brief between
Borley  Wood and  Rivey  Hill  (CHER 06130)  to  the  north  of  the  village;  these  were
interpreted as possible corn storage pits as small quantities of carbonised grain were
recovered.

1.3.7 Also of note when considering the wider landscape, is the construction of several large
enclosures or forts in this period, mostly along the upland ridge which includes the Gog
Magog hills.  Most  prominent  amongst  these  is  the  circular  ringwork  at  Wandlebury
(CHER  15254),  a  few  kilometres  to  the  north-west  of  the  site,  although  similar
monuments are known at Sawston (CHER 09742), War Ditches Cherry Hinton (CHER
04963) and Arbury camp (CHER 08479).  Many of these were refortified after the late
1st century BC, perhaps indicative of tribal political unrest, lying as we know between
the territories of the Catuvellauni and Trinovantes. 

1.3.8 Evidence is emerging that there was a slight settlement shift in the Late Iron Age or
Early Roman period in this area: at Abington Park this was attributed to rising water-
levels  (Sealey et al forthcoming). The distribution of Roman sites and finds along the
valley and its surroundings suggest fairly dense settlement, concentrated on the river
gravels in this period.

1.3.9 Cropmarks of a possible Roman building have been identified in the arable field to the
west of the Village College (CHER 10171), and scatters of Roman pottery have also
been recovered from a possible mound in this field (CHER 06084).  Sherds of Roman
pottery have also been found at Little Linton Farm (10705B), a multi-period site that is
close to the probable location of Little Linton DMV (see below). 
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1.3.10 Roman villas are known throughout this area and two, both excavated by R.C. Neville
in the mid-19th century, are located within a few kilometres of the site. Linton villa and
associated walled cemetery (formerly Hadstock villa) was discovered to the south-east
of the village (CHER 09841; Neville 1851; 1857; associated remains found at CHER
06197,  06044,  06166  and  possibly  11492),  whilst  another  (CHER  06164)  was
investigated in the adjacent village of Bartlow. The latter was located close to a group of
large conical burial mounds containing extraordinarily rich cremation burials known as
the Bartlow Hills (CHER 09838; SM 3335; Hull 1963, 39-44).

1.3.11 Located a  few miles  to  the south-west  of  these villas  was  the walled  Roman town
located at Great Chesterford in Essex. This important settlement may have been the
nearest large trade centre for the Romano-British people living at Linton. Two Roman
settlement sites were identified during excavations at  Bourn Bridge,  Abington to the
east  of  the  A11,  where remains  of  ditches,  pits,  post-holes  and  field  systems were
revealed (Evans 1993; Pollard 1996).  Late Iron Age and Roman settlements, along
with burial and agricultural sites, have been found in comparable locations c.5km to the
south-west of Abington, adjacent to the River Cam at Hinxton (Lyons forthcoming (b))

Saxon and Medieval

1.3.12 The  present-day  parish  of  Linton  represents  an  amalgamation  of  three  main
settlements:  Great  Linton,  Little  Linton  and  Barham.  At  the  time  of  the  Domesday
Survey (1086) Great Linton is recorded as having 21 peasants and 6 servi, Little Linton
10 and 4 and Barham 18 and 2, when the lands passed from Eddeva to Count Alan of
Brittany (VCH/Wright  et al 1978). Although the manors were later combined, into one
ecclesiastical parish they retained their boundaries. The granting of markets and annual
fairs at Great Linton and Barham in the 13th century soon led to the demise of the
settlement at Little Linton, although the manor continued to be occupied. Great Linton
eventually  outstripped  neighbouring  Barham and  the combined  settlements  became
one of the most successful commercial centres outside Cambridge (Taylor 1998, 58-
60). 

1.3.13 Saxon remains include at least two cemeteries (CHER 06179a and MCB16249) and
occasional  inhumations  (CHER  06114b)  and  possible  cremations  (CHER  06114
mentions some on Rivey Hill). The site of a possible Deserted Medieval Village (CHER
10110), probably the remains of Little Linton, lies 1km to the north-west  of the site,
close to the remains of a medieval moated manor (CHER 02413), hollow way (CHER
11250)  and later  fishponds (CHER 02412).  Evidence of  earlier  occupation was also
found here, indicated by the discovery of two Early Saxon ditches (CHER 10705a). A
medieval spearhead was found close to the site in the spoil from the excavation of a
sewer trench in the 1980s, near to the pumping station to the north-east of the college
(CHER 11495),  and numerous findspots  of  Saxon and medieval  date are  scattered
around the village, for example at MCB16250 c.350m to the north of the current site,
adjacent to the river.

1.3.14 A group of five significant linear monuments, known as the 'Cambridgeshire Dykes', are
located in this part of south-east Cambridgeshire. The closest of these, known as Brent
or Pampisford Ditch (CHER 06227), lies to the south of Great Abington, whilst others
(including Fleam Dyke and Devil's  Dyke )  run on roughly parallel  alignments to the
north-east.  All  appear  to  have  bridged  the  zone  between  forest  (on  boulder  clay
overlying  chalk  to  the  south-east)  and  fen/marshland  to  the  north-west.  They  are
generally thought to be of Saxon date, possibly designed to control and inhibit access
(targeting the route of the Icknield Way) to and from Norfolk. 
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Post Medieval

1.3.15 The market at Linton continued to prosper in the post-medieval period. In the early 16th
century rows of stalls were named after specific provisions such as bread and meat,
whilst by the 17th century rows were dedicated to woollen and linen drapers; tanners,
shoemakers  and glovers  also  had  stalls  here.  By the  18th  century the market  was
mainly  selling  corn  and by the 19th  century it  declined completely,  although  Linton
continued to be important for local commerce. A wide range of shops was available in
the 19th and 20th centuries and the annual fair at Barham was revived and in the 19th
century became the largest sheep fair in Cambridgeshire (Taylor 1998, 58-9). 

1.3.16 In 1648, during the second Civil War, a skirmish that was part of a wider East Anglian
royalist uprising is known to have taken place in Linton; it was quickly suppressed by
the parliamentarian forces (Sutton 2000, 54).

1.3.17 Most  of  the parish’s  open fields,  which were combined with areas of  pasture,  were
enclosed by c.1840 and a railway line from Haverhill to Cambridge was opened in 1865
that ran c. 400m to the south of the site and later became the county boundary ( ibid,
56).

Linton Village College

1.3.18 Recent excavations at Linton Village College, c.350m to the North-West of the current
site,  revealed  several  Late  Neolithic  Grooved  Ware  pits,  containing  significant
quantities of struck flints, along with animal bone and pottery. Two Early Bronze Age
ring-ditches, along with Beaker pottery attest to Early Bronze Age activity on the site. A
Large enclosure ditch of Middle Bronze Age date was also uncovered, the upper fills of
which contained large quantities of Later Bronze Age struck flint.

1.3.19 A  middle  Iron  Age  settlement,  with  associated  field  boundaries  and  a  crouched
inhumation burial were also found within the college grounds. Of particular significance
was evidence for iron smithing and bronze casting associated with this settlement.

1.3.20 In addition  Significant  Roman remains have been found,  within the college.  A small
group of five fairly rich Roman inhumation burials, comprising three children and two
women, were discovered during the construction of the Warden’s house in the 1930s
(CHER 06165; Lethbridge 1937), and probably represent a family burial ground. The
recent excavations found further evidence of Roman occupation, including a surfaced
trackway, neonate burials and boundary ditches.

1.3.21 A single Early Saxon ditch was also recorded, along with a small and highly unusual
Saxon  cemetery.  Five  individuals,  three  of  which  had  been  decapitated,  were
excavated. 

Hadstock Road Site

1.3.22 Discovered  during  Chalk  quarrying  in  1948  (Fell  1953),  the  Early  Iron  Age  site  on
Hadstock Road is best known for the pottery assemblage recovered. This was used as
one of the principal assemblages to define the regional type series of Darmsden-Linton
pottery. The site is now occupied by light industrial units and is located immediately to
the south-east of the current proposed development area.

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 The Author would like to thank Iceni Homes, who funded the evaluation. The author

directed the fieldwork with the assistance of Jemina Wolverton. The survey was carried
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out by Rachel Clarke, while the 360 excavator was provided by Danbury plant. Kasia
Gdaniec monitored the work for Cambridgeshire County Council.
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2  AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 The objective of this archaeological evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably

possible  the presence/absence,  location,  nature,  extent,  date,  quality,  condition  and
significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 The brief required that 100m of trench were excavated. However, due to the presence

of live services, active bird nests and structures on site a total of 82.50m was achieved.

2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a
tracked 8 ton 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. 

2.2.3 The  site  survey  was  carried  out  by  Rachel  Clarke,  using  a  Leica  1200  GPS  with
Smartnet connection.

2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-
detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which
were obviously modern.

2.2.5 All  archaeological  features  and  deposits  were  recorded  using  OA East's  pro-forma
sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and
colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. 

2.2.6 Site conditions were generally good, although constant rain on the final day hampered
excavation of trench 7.

© Oxford Archaeology East Page 12 of 24 Report Number 1471



3  RESULTS

3.1   Introduction 
3.1.1 The results are discussed below by trench. Details of the dimensions of each trench,

along with the contexts within them are given in Appendix A.

3.2   Trench 1 (Fig. 3)
3.2.1 Trench 1 contained a series of late post medieval (19th century) deposits, some relating

to a building likely to have been present on the site.

3.2.2 Pit 6 was located at the north-eastern end of the trench. It was greater than 1.6m long,
continuing out of  the trench to the north-west  and was 1.58m wide, with a depth of
0.45m. It appeared sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides. The basal fill of
this pit, 5, was a  mid brownish red, silty sand. A total of five sherds (30g) of late 19th
century pottery, along with small quantities of clay pipe, ceramic building material and
glass were recovered from this fill. The upper fill (4) was a mid greyish brown, sandy
silt, which contained a similar finds assemblage to the lower fill, including five sherds
(20g) of late 19th century pottery.

3.2.3 Pit  8 was located to the south-east of pit  6  and was sub-circular in plan, with gently
sloping sides and a flat base. Pit 8 was 1.95m wide and 0.27m deep and was filled by a
single deposit (7) which was a mid yellowish brown, silty sand. A single sherd (2g) of
early  19th  century pottery,  along with  clay pipe and ceramic  building material  were
recovered from this feature. 

3.2.4 Pits 6 and 8 were sealed by a dumped deposit, 2, which contained frequent fragments
of 19th century building materials. Layer 2 was a dark brownish grey, silty loam, which
was up to 0.28m thick. 

3.2.5 Cutting through this layer was a rammed chalk filled feature, 17. Feature 17 was 1.80m
wide and at least 0.95m long, as it continued out of the trench to the south-east. This
was filled by 16, a deposit of firmly rammed chalk. Within this was brick structure 18,
although it was not entirely clear if this cut the rammed chalk, or whether the chalk was
rammed around  the  bricks.  The  bricks  visible  in  the  trench  were  set  side  by  side,
forming a short wall, 1.20m long. At both ends of this wall, further bricks were present
on the same orientation, continuing out of the excavated area to the south-west. These
bricks surrounded a very soft and dark deposit, 25. The function of Feature  17 is not
clear, but it appears to represent a foundation of some form.

3.3   Trenches 2 and 7 (Fig. 4)
3.3.1 Trenches  2  and  7  were  located  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  forming  a  T-shape.

Excavation of Trench 2 revealed no archaeological features cutting the natural sands
and gravels. However, this natural was overlain by a thick deposit of material (deposit
10)  which appeared to  represent  subsoil  or  a medieval  /  post-medieval  plough-soil.
Deposit 10 was a mid reddish brown, silty sand, with frequent gravel inclusions, it was
homogeneous and directly overlay clean, flat and potentially truncated sandy gravels. It
increased in thickness to the south-west (Fig. 4, S.3), being between 0.50m and 0.78m
thick. A total of 12 sherds (65g) of abraded 13th-14th century pottery was recovered
from this deposit. It is difficult to explain the formation of layer 10, and it is possible that
it is filling a large anthropogenic feature of some form. Overlaying this was the topsoil
(9) a dark brownish grey, silty loam.
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3.3.2 Trench 7 was excavated to further investigate deposit 10 and attempt to identify if there
was an edge to the deposit and/or the potential truncation it infilled. At the southeast
end of this trench several features were identified. Posthole 19 (Fig. 4 S. 6) was circular
in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.51m, with a
depth of 0.22m and was filled by deposit 18, a dark brownish grey, silty sand, which
contained 11sherds (241g) of 13th-14th century pottery.

3.3.3 To the south east of this posthole was pit 23 (Fig. 4, S.7). This was also circular in plan,
with steeply sloping sides and a flat  base. Pit  23 had a diameter of 0.55m and was
0.22m deep. The primary fill of this pit (22) was a pale whitish yellow, clayey sand and
appeared to form a deliberate lining. The upper fill  of  the pit  was deposit  21, a mid
yellowish brown, silty sand. A total of 19 sherds (82g) of pottery of 13th to 14th century
date was recovered from this fill. Pit 23 appears to represent a small lined pit.

3.3.4 In the south west corner of the trench was a further potential pit,  24. This was sub-
circular in plan, with a width greater than 1.35m, as it continued out of the trench in two
directions.  This  feature  was  not  excavated,  however,  six  sherds  (72g)  of  13th-14th
century pottery wee recovered from its surface during cleaning.

3.3.5 In addition to these features, at least another five were planned, but not excavated,
within this trench (fig. 4). All of these were sealed by deposit 20, which was the same
as deposit 10, recorded within Trench 2. Deposit 20 gradually thinned to the south east,
from 0.62m to 0.35m thick.  An assemblage of  7 sherds (57g)  of  13th–14th century
pottery was recovered from this deposit. 

3.4   Trench 3 
3.4.1 There were no archaeological features present within trench 3 and no artefacts were

recovered from the topsoil. This area appeared to have been truncated, with no subsoil
present and the topsoil only being a maximum of 0.18m thick.

3.5   Trench 4
3.5.1 No archaeological features were present in Trench 4, although a sequence of layers

was observed. Directly above the natural was subsoil 14, a mid reddish brown, silty
sand. This was overlain by a buried topsoil, 13, which was a dark brownish grey silty
loam. Above this was deposit 12; a compact layer of material including brick, tile and
mortar. Finally a thin deposit of topsoil (11) was at the top of the sequence, this was
also a dark brownish grey, silty loam.

3.6   Trenches 5 and 6
3.6.1 There  were  no  archaeological  finds or  features  within  trenches  5  or  6.  Although  a

modern service trench crossed trench 5.

3.7   Finds Summary
3.7.1 A full finds quantification is given in Appendix B. A discussion of the pottery is given

below, followed by a description of the other material recovered.

Pottery

3.7.2 A small  assemblage  of  pottery  totalling  80  sherds  (558g)  was  recovered  from  the
evaluation at 9-15 Cambridge Road, Linton. This can be split into two groups, medieval
pottery (55 sherds; 423g) and 19th century pottery (25 sherds; 135g). The 19th century
pottery was all in a fresh sharp condition.
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3.7.3 The medieval pottery largely comprised Essex sandy and micaeous sandy wares and
can be dated to the 13th to 14th century (table 1). The material from layers 10 and 20
was quite abraded and rolled, whereas the rest of the assemblage, from subsurface
features, was in a much sharper and fresher condition, with generally larger sherds.

Context Cut Count Weight (g) Identification Spot date

2 - 11 68 White glaze white ware Late 19th century

1 5 Transfer printed white ware

2 10 Yellow glazed cream ware

4 6 2 4 White glaze white ware Late 19th century

1 4 Transfer printed white ware

1 9 Staffordshire slip ware

1 3 Red glazed earthen ware

5 6 2 6 Cistercian type ware Late 19th century

1 17 Yellow glazed cream ware

1 6 Red glazed earthen ware

1 1 White glaze white ware

7 8 1 2 Glazed red earthern ware Early 19th century

10 - 8 32 Essex sandy grey ware 13th-14th century

2 17 Essex coarse sandy red ware

1 12 Essex fine sandy red ware

1 4 Northamptonshire shelly ware

18 19 11 241 Essex sandy grey ware 13th-14th century

20 - 6 53 Essex micaceous sandy grey 
ware

13th -14th century

1 4 Sandy grey ware, Roman?

21 23 19 82 Essex fine sandy red ware 13th-14th century

24 - 5 34 Essex micaceous sandy grey 
ware

13th-14th century

1 38 Northamptonshire shelly ware

Other finds

3.7.4 As well as the pottery, small quantities of ceramic building material, clay pipe, window
glass, animal bone, struck flint and a single fragment of a stone tile were recovered.
The majority of  this  material  was of  late post-medieval  date,  excepting the flint  and
possibly the stone tile.  The struck flint  consisted of  two pieces,  one from context  3
(finds from machining trench 1) is a large blade-like flake, with several flake scars on
it's dorsal surface. This may be of later Neolithic date. The second flint (from layer 20)
is a small flake, which is not typologically datable.

3.7.5 A single fragment of stone roof tile (41g) is made of Collyweston type stone and does
not retain any original edges or peg holes. 
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1   Medieval features
4.1.1 The postholes and pits identified within Trench 7 almost certainly relate to a building of

13th to 14th century date.  It  is  not  possible  within  the small  area of  the evaluation
trench to determine whether there was more than one phase to the construction and
use of this structure, nor to determine its function. However, the density of postholes
may suggest more than one phase, and the quantity and type of pottery may suggest a
domestic function.

4.1.2 Layer 10 (equivalent to 20) which overlay the medieval features, is of some interest. It
appeared to consist of a medieval plough soil, or possibly a colluvial soil of similar date.
However, why it should increase so markedly in thickness/depth to the south west is
difficult  to  explain.  This  homogeneous  material  appears  to  be  infilling  an  area  of
terracing, possibly a building platform, cut horizontally into the rising bank of gravels
adjacent  to  Cambridge  Road.  Whether  the  deposit  results  from  the  subsequent
dumping of displaced ploughsoil, or has somehow formed in situ, is as yet unclear. 

4.1.3 This medieval activity on the site is of some interest as it increases the known limit of
building in Linton outside of the High Street area.

4.2   19th century features
4.2.1 The 19th  century features  revealed  in  Trench 1  relate  to  a  building  of  this  date.  A

building  is  shown  on  the  1838  enclosure  map  in  this  location  (Fig.  5),  which  also
appears on the first  edition (1885) and 2nd edition (1901) OS maps.  This is almost
certainly related to the features identified here. The function of this building is unknown,
although the presence of reasonable quantities of pottery could suggest domestic use.
This would not be a great surprise, given the site's location so close to Linton High
Street. 

4.2.2 It is also of note that a second building, shown to be made up of a number of small
plots on the 2nd edition OS map, is present on the site to the east of Trench 1. This
structure  probably  represents  a  row  of  terraced  houses.  The  dumped  deposit  of
material observed in trench 4 (deposit 12) my relate to the demolition of this structure,
although it may also derive from the construction of the houses currently on the site.

4.2.3 It  should  be noted that  only  the  westernmost  edge of  these buildings  falls  into the
current development area.

4.3   Significance
4.3.1 This evaluation has shown that there was medieval and 19th century activity on the site

at 9-15 Cambridge Road Linton. If has also demonstrated that it is unlikely that the well
known Early Iron Age site on Hadstock Road extends onto the current investigation
area.

4.4   Recommendations
4.4.1 Recommendations  for  any  future  work  based upon this  report  will  be  made by the

County Archaeology Office.
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APPENDIX A.  TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY

Trench 1

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench consists of topsoil, overlaying a late 19th century structural 
feature, along with two pits and a dumped deposit, all also of 19th 
century date.

Max. depth (m) 0.50

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 12.40

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

1 Layer - 0.30 Topsoil - -

2 Layer - 0.28 Dumped deposit Pottery, Late 19th century

3
Finds
unit

- - Finds from machining Flint -

4 Fill 1.58 0.13 Top fill of pit 6
Pottery, clay
pipe, glass,
CBM, bone

Late 19th century

5 Fill 1.58 0.32 Basal fill of pit 6
Pottery, clay
pipe, glass,
CBM, bone

Late 19th century

6 Cut 1.58 0.45 Pit - Late 19th century

7 Fill 1.95 0.27 Only fill of pit 8
Pottery, CBM,

bone
Early 19th century

8 Cut 1.95 0.27 Pit - Early 19th century

15 Masonry 1.20 - Wall - Late 19th century +

16 Deposit 1.80 - Rammed chalk - -

17 Cut 1.80 - Cut of ?foundation - Late 19th century +

25 Fill 0.98 -
Deposit surrounded by 
wall 15

- -

Trench 2

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench consists of topsoil overlaying a thick subsoil deposit, which 
gets thicker to the south west.

Max. depth (m) 1.22

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 6.10

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

9 Layer - 0.44 Topsoil - -

10 Layer - 0.78 Subsoil? Pottery ?
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Trench 3

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench devoid of archaeology, consisted of topsoil directly overlyaing
natural terrace gravels.

Max. depth (m) 0.18

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 13.0

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

- Layer - 0.18 Topsoil - -

Trench 4

General description Orientation E-W

Trench devoid of archaeology. Contained topsoil, overlaying a 
modern dumped deposit, below which was a buried topsoil and 
subsoil.

Max. depth (m) 0.68

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 7.0

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

11 Layer - 0.24 Topsoil - -

12 Layer - 0.16 Dumped deposit - Modern

13 Layer - 0.24 Buried topsoil - -

14 Layer - 0.14 Buried subsoil - -

Trench 5

General description Orientation NE-SW

Trench devoid of archaeology. Contained topsoil overlaying subsoil.

Max. depth (m) 0.60

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 11.40

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

- Layer - 0.40 Topsoil - -

- Layer - 0.30 Subsoil - -
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Trench 6

General description Orientation  N-S

Trench devoid of archaeology. Contained topsoil overlaying subsoil.

Max. depth (m) 0.70

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 25.50

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

- Layer - 0.45 Topsoil - -

- Layer - 0.25 Subsoil - -

Trench 7

General description Orientation NW-SE

Trench devoid of archaeology. Contained topsoil overlaying subsoil.

Max. depth (m) 0.96

Width (m) 1.60

Length (m) 7.10

Contexts

context 
no

type
Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

comment finds date

- Layer - Topsoil - -

18 Fill 0.55 0.22 Fill of Posthole 19 Pottery 13th – 14th century

19 Cut 0.55 0.22 Posthole 13th – 14th century

20 Layer - 0.62 Layer equivalent to 10 Pottery ?

21 Fill 0.52 0.19 Upper fill of pit 23 Pottery 13th – 14th century

22 Fill 0.48 0.03 Lining of pit 23 - 13th – 14th century

23 Cut 0.55 0.22 Pit - 13th – 14th century

24 Deposit >1.35 - Un-excavated ?pit Pottery 13th – 14th century
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APPENDIX B.  FINDS QUANTIFICATION

Context Material Object Name Weight in kg

2 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.016

2 Ceramic Vessel 0.083

3 Flint 0.058

4 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.111

4 Bone 0.011

4 Ceramic clay pipe 0.018

4 Ceramic Vessel 0.020

4 Glass Window glass 0.002

5 Ceramic clay pipe 0.007

5 Bone 0.055

5 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.287

5 Glass Window glass 0.002

5 Ceramic Vessel 0.030

7 Ceramic Ceramic Building Material 0.096

7 Ceramic clay pipe 0.004

7 Bone 0.012

7 Ceramic Vessel 0.002

10 Ceramic Vessel 0.078

18 Ceramic Vessel 0.241

18 Bone 0.004

20 Ceramic Vessel 0.057

20 Flint 0.006

20 Stone Tile 0.041

21 Ceramic Vessel 0.082

24 Ceramic Vessel 0.072
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Plate 2: Trench 7, from the south east
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Plate 1: Trench 1, from the south west 
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Plate 3: Posthole 19 and pit 23 from the north west
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	Report 1471_Draft_Text.pdf
	1   Introduction
	1.1    Location and scope of work
	1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted at 9-15 Cambridge Road, Linton, Cambridgeshire (TL 5580 4659). This is the site of an old police station and police housing, which it is proposed will be demolished to make way for eighteen new affordable homes.
	1.1.2 This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by Kasia Gdaniec of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC; Planning Application S/2420/12/F), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East. 
	1.1.3 The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for Communities and Local Government March 2012).  The results will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.
	1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate county stores in due course.

	1.2    Geology and topography
	1.2.1 The site is located to the south of the village of Linton, c.350m form the present course of the River Granta. The underlying geology is part of the new pit chalk formation, with river terrace gravels overlaying this just to the north of the site. 

	1.3    Archaeological and historical background
	1.3.1 The site is located in an area  rich in known archaeological features of Neolithic to post-medieval date. Two archaeological sites, excavated nearby are of particular relevance; that at Linton Village College (Clarke 2007; Gilmour 2009; Gilmour 2011) and an Early Iron Age site, used as the type site for Darmsden-Linton pottery (Fell 1953). The background below is taken from Clarke 2007, with amendments, and is followed by a summary of these two sites.
	1.3.2 Flint scatters and individual findspots indicative of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age activity have been found along the river valley gravels and surrounding chalk uplands. Locations include Linton villa (Ette and Hinds 1993; CHER 09841), Little Linton Farm (CHER 10186b; Shotliff 1992), Great Abington (Sealey et al forthcoming) and Bourn Bridge, Pampisford (CHER 11317). A Neolithic adze (CHER 06074) and polished stone axe (MCB 17060) were discovered a few hundred metres to the west of the site, whilst a flint axe was recovered close to a ditch on the higher ground to the south (CHER 06072) of these. Further along the valley, c. 0.km to the north-west of the site, a Neolithic spear head was also found (CHER 10154) in a field adjacent to the river. The relative density and distribution of these assemblages and findspots suggest that the Granta valley was a focus for the exploitation of natural flint and acted as a corridor for transient populations who may have visited the area on a seasonal basis.
	1.3.3 There are also numerous prehistoric monuments within the vicinity of the site, mostly comprising barrows and ring ditches presumed to be Bronze Age burial mounds. These appear to be clustered along the high ground, valley sides and close to significant routes such as the Icknield Way, the southern branch of which passes through Linton. This series of important prehistoric tracks linked the northern coast of East Anglia with the Thames Valley (Margary 1973). Relatively few Bronze Age find spots are recorded in the vicinity, although a bronze spear head (CHER 06116) was found close to the Hadstock road junction to the south of the village.
	1.3.4 Possible barrows have been recorded within the parish of Linton (CHERs 06179, 09365 and 9350), Bartlow to the east (CHER 11468), and Hildersham to the west (CHERs 09355 and 9351), whilst a barrow cemetery has been identified close to the Abingtons at Four Wentways (Leith 1997), near to where the main Icknield Way route crosses the River Granta.
	1.3.5 Middle/later Iron Age sites frequently occur along the valley and its environs. Features of this date have been found c.0.7km to the north-west in a field located between Little Linton Farm and Linton Village College (CHER 10186C; Shotliff 1992). Also within the village, Middle Iron Age settlement remains were revealed on a small, dry plateau close to the river, during further work at Linton Roman villa (CHER 09841a; Ette and Hinds 1993, and see below). An Iron Age weaving comb was discovered to the south of the A1307, along with a sherd of contemporary pottery (CHER 06087), and could be indicative of another settlement in the vicinity.
	1.3.6 Further afield, sites characterised by numerous pits have been investigated. Noteworthy among these are Abington Great Park where over 50 pits were recorded (Sealey et al forthcoming), whilst at Newmarket Road and Trumpington Park and Ride nearer to Cambridge, pits numbering c.200 and 600 respectively were revealed (Lyons forthcoming (a)). The latter site may also have had a ceremonial or funerary function given the presence of possible mortuary structures and shrines. A series of pits of possible later prehistoric date were also discovered during a watching brief between Borley Wood and Rivey Hill (CHER 06130) to the north of the village; these were interpreted as possible corn storage pits as small quantities of carbonised grain were recovered.
	1.3.7 Also of note when considering the wider landscape, is the construction of several large enclosures or forts in this period, mostly along the upland ridge which includes the Gog Magog hills. Most prominent amongst these is the circular ringwork at Wandlebury (CHER 15254), a few kilometres to the north-west of the site, although similar monuments are known at Sawston (CHER 09742), War Ditches Cherry Hinton (CHER 04963) and Arbury camp (CHER 08479).  Many of these were refortified after the late 1st century BC, perhaps indicative of tribal political unrest, lying as we know between the territories of the Catuvellauni and Trinovantes. 
	1.3.8 Evidence is emerging that there was a slight settlement shift in the Late Iron Age or Early Roman period in this area: at Abington Park this was attributed to rising water-levels (Sealey et al forthcoming). The distribution of Roman sites and finds along the valley and its surroundings suggest fairly dense settlement, concentrated on the river gravels in this period.
	1.3.9 Cropmarks of a possible Roman building have been identified in the arable field to the west of the Village College (CHER 10171), and scatters of Roman pottery have also been recovered from a possible mound in this field (CHER 06084).  Sherds of Roman pottery have also been found at Little Linton Farm (10705B), a multi-period site that is close to the probable location of Little Linton DMV (see below). 
	1.3.10 Roman villas are known throughout this area and two, both excavated by R.C. Neville in the mid-19th century, are located within a few kilometres of the site. Linton villa and associated walled cemetery (formerly Hadstock villa) was discovered to the south-east of the village (CHER 09841; Neville 1851; 1857; associated remains found at CHER 06197, 06044, 06166 and possibly 11492), whilst another (CHER 06164) was investigated in the adjacent village of Bartlow. The latter was located close to a group of large conical burial mounds containing extraordinarily rich cremation burials known as the Bartlow Hills (CHER 09838; SM 3335; Hull 1963, 39-44).
	1.3.11 Located a few miles to the south-west of these villas was the walled Roman town located at Great Chesterford in Essex. This important settlement may have been the nearest large trade centre for the Romano-British people living at Linton. Two Roman settlement sites were identified during excavations at Bourn Bridge, Abington to the east of the A11, where remains of ditches, pits, post-holes and field systems were revealed (Evans 1993; Pollard 1996).  Late Iron Age and Roman settlements, along with burial and agricultural sites, have been found in comparable locations c.5km to the south-west of Abington, adjacent to the River Cam at Hinxton (Lyons forthcoming (b))
	1.3.12 The present-day parish of Linton represents an amalgamation of three main settlements: Great Linton, Little Linton and Barham. At the time of the Domesday Survey (1086) Great Linton is recorded as having 21 peasants and 6 servi, Little Linton 10 and 4 and Barham 18 and 2, when the lands passed from Eddeva to Count Alan of Brittany (VCH/Wright et al 1978). Although the manors were later combined, into one ecclesiastical parish they retained their boundaries. The granting of markets and annual fairs at Great Linton and Barham in the 13th century soon led to the demise of the settlement at Little Linton, although the manor continued to be occupied. Great Linton eventually outstripped neighbouring Barham and the combined settlements became one of the most successful commercial centres outside Cambridge (Taylor 1998, 58-60). 
	1.3.13 Saxon remains include at least two cemeteries (CHER 06179a and MCB16249) and occasional inhumations (CHER 06114b) and possible cremations (CHER 06114 mentions some on Rivey Hill). The site of a possible Deserted Medieval Village (CHER 10110), probably the remains of Little Linton, lies 1km to the north-west of the site, close to the remains of a medieval moated manor (CHER 02413), hollow way (CHER 11250) and later fishponds (CHER 02412). Evidence of earlier occupation was also found here, indicated by the discovery of two Early Saxon ditches (CHER 10705a). A medieval spearhead was found close to the site in the spoil from the excavation of a sewer trench in the 1980s, near to the pumping station to the north-east of the college (CHER 11495), and numerous findspots of Saxon and medieval date are scattered around the village, for example at MCB16250 c.350m to the north of the current site, adjacent to the river.
	1.3.14 A group of five significant linear monuments, known as the 'Cambridgeshire Dykes', are located in this part of south-east Cambridgeshire. The closest of these, known as Brent or Pampisford Ditch (CHER 06227), lies to the south of Great Abington, whilst others (including Fleam Dyke and Devil's Dyke ) run on roughly parallel alignments to the north-east. All appear to have bridged the zone between forest (on boulder clay overlying chalk to the south-east) and fen/marshland to the north-west. They are generally thought to be of Saxon date, possibly designed to control and inhibit access (targeting the route of the Icknield Way) to and from Norfolk. 
	1.3.15 The market at Linton continued to prosper in the post-medieval period. In the early 16th century rows of stalls were named after specific provisions such as bread and meat, whilst by the 17th century rows were dedicated to woollen and linen drapers; tanners, shoemakers and glovers also had stalls here. By the 18th century the market was mainly selling corn and by the 19th century it declined completely, although Linton continued to be important for local commerce. A wide range of shops was available in the 19th and 20th centuries and the annual fair at Barham was revived and in the 19th century became the largest sheep fair in Cambridgeshire (Taylor 1998, 58-9). 
	1.3.16 In 1648, during the second Civil War, a skirmish that was part of a wider East Anglian royalist uprising is known to have taken place in Linton; it was quickly suppressed by the parliamentarian forces (Sutton 2000, 54).
	1.3.17 Most of the parish’s open fields, which were combined with areas of pasture, were enclosed by c.1840 and a railway line from Haverhill to Cambridge was opened in 1865 that ran c. 400m to the south of the site and later became the county boundary (ibid, 56).
	1.3.18 Recent excavations at Linton Village College, c.350m to the North-West of the current site, revealed several Late Neolithic Grooved Ware pits, containing significant quantities of struck flints, along with animal bone and pottery. Two Early Bronze Age ring-ditches, along with Beaker pottery attest to Early Bronze Age activity on the site. A Large enclosure ditch of Middle Bronze Age date was also uncovered, the upper fills of which contained large quantities of Later Bronze Age struck flint.
	1.3.19 A middle Iron Age settlement, with associated field boundaries and a crouched inhumation burial were also found within the college grounds. Of particular significance was evidence for iron smithing and bronze casting associated with this settlement.
	1.3.20 In addition Significant Roman remains have been found, within the college. A small group of five fairly rich Roman inhumation burials, comprising three children and two women, were discovered during the construction of the Warden’s house in the 1930s (CHER 06165; Lethbridge 1937), and probably represent a family burial ground. The recent excavations found further evidence of Roman occupation, including a surfaced trackway, neonate burials and boundary ditches.
	1.3.21 A single Early Saxon ditch was also recorded, along with a small and highly unusual Saxon cemetery. Five individuals, three of which had been decapitated, were excavated. 
	1.3.22 Discovered during Chalk quarrying in 1948 (Fell 1953), the Early Iron Age site on Hadstock Road is best known for the pottery assemblage recovered. This was used as one of the principal assemblages to define the regional type series of Darmsden-Linton pottery. The site is now occupied by light industrial units and is located immediately to the south-east of the current proposed development area.
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	2   Aims and Methodology
	2.1    Aims
	2.1.1 The objective of this archaeological evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

	2.2    Methodology
	2.2.1 The brief required that 100m of trench were excavated. However, due to the presence of live services, active bird nests and structures on site a total of 82.50m was achieved. 
	2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a tracked 8 ton 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket. 
	2.2.3 The site survey was carried out by Rachel Clarke, using a Leica 1200 GPS with Smartnet connection.
	2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector.  All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which were obviously modern.
	2.2.5 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits. 
	2.2.6 Site conditions were generally good, although constant rain on the final day hampered excavation of trench 7.


	3   Results
	3.1    Introduction 
	3.1.1 The results are discussed below by trench. Details of the dimensions of each trench, along with the contexts within them are given in Appendix A.

	3.2    Trench 1 (Fig. 3)
	3.2.1 Trench 1 contained a series of late post medieval (19th century) deposits, some relating to a building likely to have been present on the site.
	3.2.2 Pit 6 was located at the north-eastern end of the trench. It was greater than 1.6m long, continuing out of the trench to the north-west and was 1.58m wide, with a depth of 0.45m. It appeared sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides. The basal fill of this pit, 5, was a  mid brownish red, silty sand. A total of five sherds (30g) of late 19th century pottery, along with small quantities of clay pipe, ceramic building material and glass were recovered from this fill. The upper fill (4) was a mid greyish brown, sandy silt, which contained a similar finds assemblage to the lower fill, including five sherds (20g) of late 19th century pottery.
	3.2.3 Pit 8 was located to the south-east of pit 6 and was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat base. Pit 8 was 1.95m wide and 0.27m deep and was filled by a single deposit (7) which was a mid yellowish brown, silty sand. A single sherd (2g) of early 19th century pottery, along with clay pipe and ceramic building material were recovered from this feature. 
	3.2.4 Pits 6 and 8 were sealed by a dumped deposit, 2, which contained frequent fragments of 19th century building materials. Layer 2 was a dark brownish grey, silty loam, which was up to 0.28m thick. 
	3.2.5 Cutting through this layer was a rammed chalk filled feature, 17. Feature 17 was 1.80m wide and at least 0.95m long, as it continued out of the trench to the south-east. This was filled by 16, a deposit of firmly rammed chalk. Within this was brick structure 18, although it was not entirely clear if this cut the rammed chalk, or whether the chalk was rammed around the bricks. The bricks visible in the trench were set side by side, forming a short wall, 1.20m long. At both ends of this wall, further bricks were present on the same orientation, continuing out of the excavated area to the south-west. These bricks surrounded a very soft and dark deposit, 25. The function of Feature 17 is not clear, but it appears to represent a foundation of some form.

	3.3    Trenches 2 and 7 (Fig. 4)
	3.3.1 Trenches 2 and 7 were located at right angles to each other, forming a T-shape. Excavation of Trench 2 revealed no archaeological features cutting the natural sands and gravels. However, this natural was overlain by a thick deposit of material (deposit 10) which appeared to represent subsoil or a medieval / post-medieval plough-soil. Deposit 10 was a mid reddish brown, silty sand, with frequent gravel inclusions, it was homogeneous and directly overlay clean, flat and potentially truncated sandy gravels. It increased in thickness to the south-west (Fig. 4, S.3), being between 0.50m and 0.78m thick. A total of 12 sherds (65g) of abraded 13th-14th century pottery was recovered from this deposit. It is difficult to explain the formation of layer 10, and it is possible that it is filling a large anthropogenic feature of some form. Overlaying this was the topsoil (9) a dark brownish grey, silty loam.
	3.3.2 Trench 7 was excavated to further investigate deposit 10 and attempt to identify if there was an edge to the deposit and/or the potential truncation it infilled. At the southeast end of this trench several features were identified. Posthole 19 (Fig. 4 S. 6) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.51m, with a depth of 0.22m and was filled by deposit 18, a dark brownish grey, silty sand, which contained 11sherds (241g) of 13th-14th century pottery.
	3.3.3 To the south east of this posthole was pit 23 (Fig. 4, S.7). This was also circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. Pit 23 had a diameter of 0.55m and was 0.22m deep. The primary fill of this pit (22) was a pale whitish yellow, clayey sand and appeared to form a deliberate lining. The upper fill of the pit was deposit 21, a mid yellowish brown, silty sand. A total of 19 sherds (82g) of pottery of 13th to 14th century date was recovered from this fill. Pit 23 appears to represent a small lined pit.
	3.3.4 In the south west corner of the trench was a further potential pit, 24. This was sub-circular in plan, with a width greater than 1.35m, as it continued out of the trench in two directions. This feature was not excavated, however, six sherds (72g) of 13th-14th century pottery wee recovered from its surface during cleaning.
	3.3.5 In addition to these features, at least another five were planned, but not excavated, within this trench (fig. 4). All of these were sealed by deposit 20, which was the same as deposit 10, recorded within Trench 2. Deposit 20 gradually thinned to the south east, from 0.62m to 0.35m thick. An assemblage of 7 sherds (57g) of 13th–14th century pottery was recovered from this deposit. 

	3.4    Trench 3 
	3.4.1 There were no archaeological features present within trench 3 and no artefacts were recovered from the topsoil. This area appeared to have been truncated, with no subsoil present and the topsoil only being a maximum of 0.18m thick.

	3.5    Trench 4
	3.5.1 No archaeological features were present in Trench 4, although a sequence of layers was observed. Directly above the natural was subsoil 14, a mid reddish brown, silty sand. This was overlain by a buried topsoil, 13, which was a dark brownish grey silty loam. Above this was deposit 12; a compact layer of material including brick, tile and mortar. Finally a thin deposit of topsoil (11) was at the top of the sequence, this was also a dark brownish grey, silty loam.

	3.6    Trenches 5 and 6
	3.6.1 There were no archaeological finds or features within trenches 5 or 6. Although a modern service trench crossed trench 5.

	3.7    Finds Summary
	3.7.1 A full finds quantification is given in Appendix B. A discussion of the pottery is given below, followed by a description of the other material recovered.
	3.7.2 A small assemblage of pottery totalling 80 sherds (558g) was recovered from the evaluation at 9-15 Cambridge Road, Linton. This can be split into two groups, medieval pottery (55 sherds; 423g) and 19th century pottery (25 sherds; 135g). The 19th century pottery was all in a fresh sharp condition.
	3.7.3 The medieval pottery largely comprised Essex sandy and micaeous sandy wares and can be dated to the 13th to 14th century (table 1). The material from layers 10 and 20 was quite abraded and rolled, whereas the rest of the assemblage, from subsurface features, was in a much sharper and fresher condition, with generally larger sherds.
	3.7.4 As well as the pottery, small quantities of ceramic building material, clay pipe, window glass, animal bone, struck flint and a single fragment of a stone tile were recovered. The majority of this material was of late post-medieval date, excepting the flint and possibly the stone tile. The struck flint consisted of two pieces, one from context 3 (finds from machining trench 1) is a large blade-like flake, with several flake scars on it's dorsal surface. This may be of later Neolithic date. The second flint (from layer 20) is a small flake, which is not typologically datable.
	3.7.5 A single fragment of stone roof tile (41g) is made of Collyweston type stone and does not retain any original edges or peg holes. 


	4   Discussion and Conclusions
	4.1    Medieval features
	4.1.1 The postholes and pits identified within Trench 7 almost certainly relate to a building of 13th to 14th century date. It is not possible within the small area of the evaluation trench to determine whether there was more than one phase to the construction and use of this structure, nor to determine its function. However, the density of postholes may suggest more than one phase, and the quantity and type of pottery may suggest a domestic function.
	4.1.2 Layer 10 (equivalent to 20) which overlay the medieval features, is of some interest. It appeared to consist of a medieval plough soil, or possibly a colluvial soil of similar date. However, why it should increase so markedly in thickness/depth to the south west is difficult to explain. This homogeneous material appears to be infilling an area of terracing, possibly a building platform, cut horizontally into the rising bank of gravels adjacent to Cambridge Road. Whether the deposit results from the subsequent dumping of displaced ploughsoil, or has somehow formed in situ, is as yet unclear. 
	4.1.3 This medieval activity on the site is of some interest as it increases the known limit of building in Linton outside of the High Street area.

	4.2    19th century features
	4.2.1 The 19th century features revealed in Trench 1 relate to a building of this date. A building is shown on the 1838 enclosure map in this location (Fig. 5), which also appears on the first edition (1885) and 2nd edition (1901) OS maps. This is almost certainly related to the features identified here. The function of this building is unknown, although the presence of reasonable quantities of pottery could suggest domestic use. This would not be a great surprise, given the site's location so close to Linton High Street. 
	4.2.2 It is also of note that a second building, shown to be made up of a number of small plots on the 2nd edition OS map, is present on the site to the east of Trench 1. This structure probably represents a row of terraced houses. The dumped deposit of material observed in trench 4 (deposit 12) my relate to the demolition of this structure, although it may also derive from the construction of the houses currently on the site.
	4.2.3 It should be noted that only the westernmost edge of these buildings falls into the current development area.

	4.3    Significance
	4.3.1 This evaluation has shown that there was medieval and 19th century activity on the site at 9-15 Cambridge Road Linton. If has also demonstrated that it is unlikely that the well known Early Iron Age site on Hadstock Road extends onto the current investigation area.

	4.4    Recommendations
	4.4.1 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the County Archaeology Office.
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	1 Introduction
	1.1 Location and scope of work
	1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was conducted at 9-15 Cambridge Road, Linton, Cambridgeshire (TL 5580 4659). This is the site of an old police station and police housing, which it is proposed will be demolished to make way for eighteen new affordable homes.
	1.1.2 This archaeological evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Brief issued by Kasia Gdaniec of Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC; Planning Application S/2420/12/F), supplemented by a Specification prepared by OA East.
	1.1.3 The work was designed to assist in defining the character and extent of any archaeological remains within the proposed redevelopment area, in accordance with the guidelines set out in National Planning Policy Framework (Department for Communities and Local Government March 2012). The results will enable decisions to be made by CCC, on behalf of the Local Planning Authority, with regard to the treatment of any archaeological remains found.
	1.1.4 The site archive is currently held by OA East and will be deposited with the appropriate county stores in due course.

	1.2 Geology and topography
	1.2.1 The site is located to the south of the village of Linton, c.350m form the present course of the River Granta. The underlying geology is part of the new pit chalk formation, with river terrace gravels overlaying this just to the north of the site.

	1.3 Archaeological and historical background
	1.3.1 The site is located in an area rich in known archaeological features of Neolithic to post-medieval date. Two archaeological sites, excavated nearby are of particular relevance; that at Linton Village College (Clarke 2007; Gilmour 2009; Gilmour 2011) and an Early Iron Age site, used as the type site for Darmsden-Linton pottery (Fell 1953). The background below is taken from Clarke 2007, with amendments, and is followed by a summary of these two sites.
	1.3.2 Flint scatters and individual findspots indicative of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age activity have been found along the river valley gravels and surrounding chalk uplands. Locations include Linton villa (Ette and Hinds 1993; CHER 09841), Little Linton Farm (CHER 10186b; Shotliff 1992), Great Abington (Sealey et al forthcoming) and Bourn Bridge, Pampisford (CHER 11317). A Neolithic adze (CHER 06074) and polished stone axe (MCB 17060) were discovered a few hundred metres to the west of the site, whilst a flint axe was recovered close to a ditch on the higher ground to the south (CHER 06072) of these. Further along the valley, c. 0.km to the north-west of the site, a Neolithic spear head was also found (CHER 10154) in a field adjacent to the river. The relative density and distribution of these assemblages and findspots suggest that the Granta valley was a focus for the exploitation of natural flint and acted as a corridor for transient populations who may have visited the area on a seasonal basis.
	1.3.3 There are also numerous prehistoric monuments within the vicinity of the site, mostly comprising barrows and ring ditches presumed to be Bronze Age burial mounds. These appear to be clustered along the high ground, valley sides and close to significant routes such as the Icknield Way, the southern branch of which passes through Linton. This series of important prehistoric tracks linked the northern coast of East Anglia with the Thames Valley (Margary 1973). Relatively few Bronze Age find spots are recorded in the vicinity, although a bronze spear head (CHER 06116) was found close to the Hadstock road junction to the south of the village.
	1.3.4 Possible barrows have been recorded within the parish of Linton (CHERs 06179, 09365 and 9350), Bartlow to the east (CHER 11468), and Hildersham to the west (CHERs 09355 and 9351), whilst a barrow cemetery has been identified close to the Abingtons at Four Wentways (Leith 1997), near to where the main Icknield Way route crosses the River Granta.
	1.3.5 Middle/later Iron Age sites frequently occur along the valley and its environs. Features of this date have been found c.0.7km to the north-west in a field located between Little Linton Farm and Linton Village College (CHER 10186C; Shotliff 1992). Also within the village, Middle Iron Age settlement remains were revealed on a small, dry plateau close to the river, during further work at Linton Roman villa (CHER 09841a; Ette and Hinds 1993, and see below). An Iron Age weaving comb was discovered to the south of the A1307, along with a sherd of contemporary pottery (CHER 06087), and could be indicative of another settlement in the vicinity.
	1.3.6 Further afield, sites characterised by numerous pits have been investigated. Noteworthy among these are Abington Great Park where over 50 pits were recorded (Sealey et al forthcoming), whilst at Newmarket Road and Trumpington Park and Ride nearer to Cambridge, pits numbering c.200 and 600 respectively were revealed (Lyons forthcoming (a)). The latter site may also have had a ceremonial or funerary function given the presence of possible mortuary structures and shrines. A series of pits of possible later prehistoric date were also discovered during a watching brief between Borley Wood and Rivey Hill (CHER 06130) to the north of the village; these were interpreted as possible corn storage pits as small quantities of carbonised grain were recovered.
	1.3.7 Also of note when considering the wider landscape, is the construction of several large enclosures or forts in this period, mostly along the upland ridge which includes the Gog Magog hills. Most prominent amongst these is the circular ringwork at Wandlebury (CHER 15254), a few kilometres to the north-west of the site, although similar monuments are known at Sawston (CHER 09742), War Ditches Cherry Hinton (CHER 04963) and Arbury camp (CHER 08479). Many of these were refortified after the late 1st century BC, perhaps indicative of tribal political unrest, lying as we know between the territories of the Catuvellauni and Trinovantes.
	1.3.8 Evidence is emerging that there was a slight settlement shift in the Late Iron Age or Early Roman period in this area: at Abington Park this was attributed to rising water-levels (Sealey et al forthcoming). The distribution of Roman sites and finds along the valley and its surroundings suggest fairly dense settlement, concentrated on the river gravels in this period.
	1.3.9 Cropmarks of a possible Roman building have been identified in the arable field to the west of the Village College (CHER 10171), and scatters of Roman pottery have also been recovered from a possible mound in this field (CHER 06084). Sherds of Roman pottery have also been found at Little Linton Farm (10705B), a multi-period site that is close to the probable location of Little Linton DMV (see below).
	1.3.10 Roman villas are known throughout this area and two, both excavated by R.C. Neville in the mid-19th century, are located within a few kilometres of the site. Linton villa and associated walled cemetery (formerly Hadstock villa) was discovered to the south-east of the village (CHER 09841; Neville 1851; 1857; associated remains found at CHER 06197, 06044, 06166 and possibly 11492), whilst another (CHER 06164) was investigated in the adjacent village of Bartlow. The latter was located close to a group of large conical burial mounds containing extraordinarily rich cremation burials known as the Bartlow Hills (CHER 09838; SM 3335; Hull 1963, 39-44).
	1.3.11 Located a few miles to the south-west of these villas was the walled Roman town located at Great Chesterford in Essex. This important settlement may have been the nearest large trade centre for the Romano-British people living at Linton. Two Roman settlement sites were identified during excavations at Bourn Bridge, Abington to the east of the A11, where remains of ditches, pits, post-holes and field systems were revealed (Evans 1993; Pollard 1996). Late Iron Age and Roman settlements, along with burial and agricultural sites, have been found in comparable locations c.5km to the south-west of Abington, adjacent to the River Cam at Hinxton (Lyons forthcoming (b))
	1.3.12 The present-day parish of Linton represents an amalgamation of three main settlements: Great Linton, Little Linton and Barham. At the time of the Domesday Survey (1086) Great Linton is recorded as having 21 peasants and 6 servi, Little Linton 10 and 4 and Barham 18 and 2, when the lands passed from Eddeva to Count Alan of Brittany (VCH/Wright et al 1978). Although the manors were later combined, into one ecclesiastical parish they retained their boundaries. The granting of markets and annual fairs at Great Linton and Barham in the 13th century soon led to the demise of the settlement at Little Linton, although the manor continued to be occupied. Great Linton eventually outstripped neighbouring Barham and the combined settlements became one of the most successful commercial centres outside Cambridge (Taylor 1998, 58-60).
	1.3.13 Saxon remains include at least two cemeteries (CHER 06179a and MCB16249) and occasional inhumations (CHER 06114b) and possible cremations (CHER 06114 mentions some on Rivey Hill). The site of a possible Deserted Medieval Village (CHER 10110), probably the remains of Little Linton, lies 1km to the north-west of the site, close to the remains of a medieval moated manor (CHER 02413), hollow way (CHER 11250) and later fishponds (CHER 02412). Evidence of earlier occupation was also found here, indicated by the discovery of two Early Saxon ditches (CHER 10705a). A medieval spearhead was found close to the site in the spoil from the excavation of a sewer trench in the 1980s, near to the pumping station to the north-east of the college (CHER 11495), and numerous findspots of Saxon and medieval date are scattered around the village, for example at MCB16250 c.350m to the north of the current site, adjacent to the river.
	1.3.14 A group of five significant linear monuments, known as the 'Cambridgeshire Dykes', are located in this part of south-east Cambridgeshire. The closest of these, known as Brent or Pampisford Ditch (CHER 06227), lies to the south of Great Abington, whilst others (including Fleam Dyke and Devil's Dyke ) run on roughly parallel alignments to the north-east. All appear to have bridged the zone between forest (on boulder clay overlying chalk to the south-east) and fen/marshland to the north-west. They are generally thought to be of Saxon date, possibly designed to control and inhibit access (targeting the route of the Icknield Way) to and from Norfolk.
	1.3.15 The market at Linton continued to prosper in the post-medieval period. In the early 16th century rows of stalls were named after specific provisions such as bread and meat, whilst by the 17th century rows were dedicated to woollen and linen drapers; tanners, shoemakers and glovers also had stalls here. By the 18th century the market was mainly selling corn and by the 19th century it declined completely, although Linton continued to be important for local commerce. A wide range of shops was available in the 19th and 20th centuries and the annual fair at Barham was revived and in the 19th century became the largest sheep fair in Cambridgeshire (Taylor 1998, 58-9).
	1.3.16 In 1648, during the second Civil War, a skirmish that was part of a wider East Anglian royalist uprising is known to have taken place in Linton; it was quickly suppressed by the parliamentarian forces (Sutton 2000, 54).
	1.3.17 Most of the parish’s open fields, which were combined with areas of pasture, were enclosed by c.1840 and a railway line from Haverhill to Cambridge was opened in 1865 that ran c. 400m to the south of the site and later became the county boundary (ibid, 56).
	1.3.18 Recent excavations at Linton Village College, c.350m to the North-West of the current site, revealed several Late Neolithic Grooved Ware pits, containing significant quantities of struck flints, along with animal bone and pottery. Two Early Bronze Age ring-ditches, along with Beaker pottery attest to Early Bronze Age activity on the site. A Large enclosure ditch of Middle Bronze Age date was also uncovered, the upper fills of which contained large quantities of Later Bronze Age struck flint.
	1.3.19 A middle Iron Age settlement, with associated field boundaries and a crouched inhumation burial were also found within the college grounds. Of particular significance was evidence for iron smithing and bronze casting associated with this settlement.
	1.3.20 In addition Significant Roman remains have been found, within the college. A small group of five fairly rich Roman inhumation burials, comprising three children and two women, were discovered during the construction of the Warden’s house in the 1930s (CHER 06165; Lethbridge 1937), and probably represent a family burial ground. The recent excavations found further evidence of Roman occupation, including a surfaced trackway, neonate burials and boundary ditches.
	1.3.21 A single Early Saxon ditch was also recorded, along with a small and highly unusual Saxon cemetery. Five individuals, three of which had been decapitated, were excavated.
	1.3.22 Discovered during Chalk quarrying in 1948 (Fell 1953), the Early Iron Age site on Hadstock Road is best known for the pottery assemblage recovered. This was used as one of the principal assemblages to define the regional type series of Darmsden-Linton pottery. The site is now occupied by light industrial units and is located immediately to the south-east of the current proposed development area.
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	2 Aims and Methodology
	2.1 Aims
	2.1.1 The objective of this archaeological evaluation was to determine as far as reasonably possible the presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

	2.2 Methodology
	2.2.1 The brief required that 100m of trench were excavated. However, due to the presence of live services, active bird nests and structures on site a total of 82.50m was achieved.
	2.2.2 Machine excavation was carried out under constant archaeological supervision with a tracked 8 ton 360 excavator using a toothless ditching bucket.
	2.2.3 The site survey was carried out by Rachel Clarke, using a Leica 1200 GPS with Smartnet connection.
	2.2.4 Spoil, exposed surfaces and features were scanned with a metal detector. All metal-detected and hand-collected finds were retained for inspection, other than those which were obviously modern.
	2.2.5 All archaeological features and deposits were recorded using OA East's pro-forma sheets.  Trench locations, plans and sections were recorded at appropriate scales and colour and monochrome photographs were taken of all relevant features and deposits.
	2.2.6 Site conditions were generally good, although constant rain on the final day hampered excavation of trench 7.


	3 Results
	3.1 Introduction
	3.1.1 The results are discussed below by trench. Details of the dimensions of each trench, along with the contexts within them are given in Appendix A.

	3.2 Trench 1 (Fig. 3)
	3.2.1 Trench 1 contained a series of late post medieval (19th century) deposits, some relating to a building likely to have been present on the site.
	3.2.2 Pit 6 was located at the north-eastern end of the trench. It was greater than 1.6m long, continuing out of the trench to the north-west and was 1.58m wide, with a depth of 0.45m. It appeared sub-rectangular in plan, with steeply sloping sides. The basal fill of this pit, 5, was a mid brownish red, silty sand. A total of five sherds (30g) of late 19th century pottery, along with small quantities of clay pipe, ceramic building material and glass were recovered from this fill. The upper fill (4) was a mid greyish brown, sandy silt, which contained a similar finds assemblage to the lower fill, including five sherds (20g) of late 19th century pottery.
	3.2.3 Pit 8 was located to the south-east of pit 6 and was sub-circular in plan, with gently sloping sides and a flat base. Pit 8 was 1.95m wide and 0.27m deep and was filled by a single deposit (7) which was a mid yellowish brown, silty sand. A single sherd (2g) of early 19th century pottery, along with clay pipe and ceramic building material were recovered from this feature.
	3.2.4 Pits 6 and 8 were sealed by a dumped deposit, 2, which contained frequent fragments of 19th century building materials. Layer 2 was a dark brownish grey, silty loam, which was up to 0.28m thick.
	3.2.5 Cutting through this layer was a rammed chalk filled feature, 17. Feature 17 was 1.80m wide and at least 0.95m long, as it continued out of the trench to the south-east. This was filled by 16, a deposit of firmly rammed chalk. Within this was brick structure 18, although it was not entirely clear if this cut the rammed chalk, or whether the chalk was rammed around the bricks. The bricks visible in the trench were set side by side, forming a short wall, 1.20m long. At both ends of this wall, further bricks were present on the same orientation, continuing out of the excavated area to the south-west. These bricks surrounded a very soft and dark deposit, 25. The function of Feature 17 is not clear, but it appears to represent a foundation of some form.

	3.3 Trenches 2 and 7 (Fig. 4)
	3.3.1 Trenches 2 and 7 were located at right angles to each other, forming a T-shape. Excavation of Trench 2 revealed no archaeological features cutting the natural sands and gravels. However, this natural was overlain by a thick deposit of material (deposit 10) which appeared to represent subsoil or a medieval / post-medieval plough-soil. Deposit 10 was a mid reddish brown, silty sand, with frequent gravel inclusions, it was homogeneous and directly overlay clean, flat and potentially truncated sandy gravels. It increased in thickness to the south-west (Fig. 4, S.3), being between 0.50m and 0.78m thick. A total of 12 sherds (65g) of abraded 13th-14th century pottery was recovered from this deposit. It is difficult to explain the formation of layer 10, and it is possible that it is filling a large anthropogenic feature of some form. Overlaying this was the topsoil (9) a dark brownish grey, silty loam.
	3.3.2 Trench 7 was excavated to further investigate deposit 10 and attempt to identify if there was an edge to the deposit and/or the potential truncation it infilled. At the southeast end of this trench several features were identified. Posthole 19 (Fig. 4 S. 6) was circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. It had a diameter of 0.51m, with a depth of 0.22m and was filled by deposit 18, a dark brownish grey, silty sand, which contained 11sherds (241g) of 13th-14th century pottery.
	3.3.3 To the south east of this posthole was pit 23 (Fig. 4, S.7). This was also circular in plan, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base. Pit 23 had a diameter of 0.55m and was 0.22m deep. The primary fill of this pit (22) was a pale whitish yellow, clayey sand and appeared to form a deliberate lining. The upper fill of the pit was deposit 21, a mid yellowish brown, silty sand. A total of 19 sherds (82g) of pottery of 13th to 14th century date was recovered from this fill. Pit 23 appears to represent a small lined pit.
	3.3.4 In the south west corner of the trench was a further potential pit, 24. This was sub-circular in plan, with a width greater than 1.35m, as it continued out of the trench in two directions. This feature was not excavated, however, six sherds (72g) of 13th-14th century pottery wee recovered from its surface during cleaning.
	3.3.5 In addition to these features, at least another five were planned, but not excavated, within this trench (fig. 4). All of these were sealed by deposit 20, which was the same as deposit 10, recorded within Trench 2. Deposit 20 gradually thinned to the south east, from 0.62m to 0.35m thick. An assemblage of 7 sherds (57g) of 13th–14th century pottery was recovered from this deposit.

	3.4 Trench 3
	3.4.1 There were no archaeological features present within trench 3 and no artefacts were recovered from the topsoil. This area appeared to have been truncated, with no subsoil present and the topsoil only being a maximum of 0.18m thick.

	3.5 Trench 4
	3.5.1 No archaeological features were present in Trench 4, although a sequence of layers was observed. Directly above the natural was subsoil 14, a mid reddish brown, silty sand. This was overlain by a buried topsoil, 13, which was a dark brownish grey silty loam. Above this was deposit 12; a compact layer of material including brick, tile and mortar. Finally a thin deposit of topsoil (11) was at the top of the sequence, this was also a dark brownish grey, silty loam.

	3.6 Trenches 5 and 6
	3.6.1 There were no archaeological finds or features within trenches 5 or 6. Although a modern service trench crossed trench 5.

	3.7 Finds Summary
	3.7.1 A full finds quantification is given in Appendix B. A discussion of the pottery is given below, followed by a description of the other material recovered.
	3.7.2 A small assemblage of pottery totalling 80 sherds (558g) was recovered from the evaluation at 9-15 Cambridge Road, Linton. This can be split into two groups, medieval pottery (55 sherds; 423g) and 19th century pottery (25 sherds; 135g). The 19th century pottery was all in a fresh sharp condition.
	3.7.3 The medieval pottery largely comprised Essex sandy and micaeous sandy wares and can be dated to the 13th to 14th century (table 1). The material from layers 10 and 20 was quite abraded and rolled, whereas the rest of the assemblage, from subsurface features, was in a much sharper and fresher condition, with generally larger sherds.
	3.7.4 As well as the pottery, small quantities of ceramic building material, clay pipe, window glass, animal bone, struck flint and a single fragment of a stone tile were recovered. The majority of this material was of late post-medieval date, excepting the flint and possibly the stone tile. The struck flint consisted of two pieces, one from context 3 (finds from machining trench 1) is a large blade-like flake, with several flake scars on it's dorsal surface. This may be of later Neolithic date. The second flint (from layer 20) is a small flake, which is not typologically datable.
	3.7.5 A single fragment of stone roof tile (41g) is made of Collyweston type stone and does not retain any original edges or peg holes.


	4 Discussion and Conclusions
	4.1 Medieval features
	4.1.1 The postholes and pits identified within Trench 7 almost certainly relate to a building of 13th to 14th century date. It is not possible within the small area of the evaluation trench to determine whether there was more than one phase to the construction and use of this structure, nor to determine its function. However, the density of postholes may suggest more than one phase, and the quantity and type of pottery may suggest a domestic function.
	4.1.2 Layer 10 (equivalent to 20) which overlay the medieval features, is of some interest. It appeared to consist of a medieval plough soil, or possibly a colluvial soil of similar date. However, why it should increase so markedly in thickness/depth to the south west is difficult to explain. This homogeneous material appears to be infilling an area of terracing, possibly a building platform, cut horizontally into the rising bank of gravels adjacent to Cambridge Road. Whether the deposit results from the subsequent dumping of displaced ploughsoil, or has somehow formed in situ, is as yet unclear.
	4.1.3 This medieval activity on the site is of some interest as it increases the known limit of building in Linton outside of the High Street area.

	4.2 19th century features
	4.2.1 The 19th century features revealed in Trench 1 relate to a building of this date. A building is shown on the 1838 enclosure map in this location (Fig. 5), which also appears on the first edition (1885) and 2nd edition (1901) OS maps. This is almost certainly related to the features identified here. The function of this building is unknown, although the presence of reasonable quantities of pottery could suggest domestic use. This would not be a great surprise, given the site's location so close to Linton High Street.
	4.2.2 It is also of note that a second building, shown to be made up of a number of small plots on the 2nd edition OS map, is present on the site to the east of Trench 1. This structure probably represents a row of terraced houses. The dumped deposit of material observed in trench 4 (deposit 12) my relate to the demolition of this structure, although it may also derive from the construction of the houses currently on the site.
	4.2.3 It should be noted that only the westernmost edge of these buildings falls into the current development area.

	4.3 Significance
	4.3.1 This evaluation has shown that there was medieval and 19th century activity on the site at 9-15 Cambridge Road Linton. If has also demonstrated that it is unlikely that the well known Early Iron Age site on Hadstock Road extends onto the current investigation area.

	4.4 Recommendations
	4.4.1 Recommendations for any future work based upon this report will be made by the County Archaeology Office.
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